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POPULATION. 


Of  the  vatiwM  CUutes  of  Peopk,  and  of  the  TrmU^u  and 
DUadvanittga  annexed  to  tkem, 

Russia.  GompanliTely  with  the  oUier  natioiis  of  ISurope, 
mwA  be  oonsideied  as  a  countiy  actually. new*  or  as  an  old 
nation  lately  revived ;  it  canoot  of  consequence  be  very 
populous. 

Voltaire  justly  oliscu  ves,  that  no  other  Christian  power  hat 
a  greater  iminl)er  oi  subjects  under  its  dominions  ;  but  he 
should  have  added,  that,  at  leasts  one^fourth  of  the  subjecti 
of  Russia  are  not  Christians. 

According  to  the  most  exact  calculation,  founded  upon  the 
books  of  the  last  revision  of  the  poll-tax,  the  reports  of  the 
provincial  governors,  and  the  letuins  of  the  clergy,  I  should 
imagpne  the  following  account  of  the  population  of  this  em* 
pire  to  be  much  moce  accurate  than  any  that  has  yet  been 
fpuftnk  to  us. 

B  2 
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State  of  the  Population. 

Nobtlitf,  itfclttdine  all  thoK  who  by  their  tank  2    . .  ^  ^ 

in  the  service  are  reeliionea  nobk  •  J 
Persons  employed  in  4he  public  offices,  who,*) 

though  not  noble,  are  yet  exempted  from  the  L      i^tfjS  <4*77^ 


M»!f».  Fcmalf?. 


though  not  noble,  are  yet  exempted  trom  the  l 
poll  tax,  because  in  the  service  of  the  govern-  I 
ment        -  -  -  -  -J 


Secular  clergy,  including  their  children         -  168,519  163,263 

Regular  clergy,  nuns  included        -         -  3,700  i*300.' 

Burghers   189,835  206,163 

Persons  of  difiereot  vocations  called  Rosnochinseir  ^ 

that  come  under  no  other  particular  deno-  >  880,038  8S6,8oS 

mi  nation  -  ^ 

Frtc  peasants,  called  Odnotvortzei         -       •  467,209  485,000 

Peasants  of  the  crown        -      -      .      .  x, 000,000  1,000,000 

Ptowmts  of  the  househould,  or  demesne,  of  the  ?  ^00,000  500,000 

stables  an  J  of  the  confiscated  estates  -3' 

Peasants  foi nierly  belonging  to  the  church,  but  >  ^^^qq^  i,ooo,000 

now  vested  in  the  crown  •       ■»  -J 

Peasants  of  the  nobility       .      -      .      .  3,400,000  3,400,000 

PeaianCs  belonging  to  manu6cturen           -  38,000  38,000 

Army,  regular  and  irregular       -      -      ,  387»*>54?  ^roooo 

Navy   31^003  ' 

Inhabitants  of  the  Ukriiine       -       -    '  -  1,030,000  i,iao,ooo 

Inh:ibirants  of  Livonia,  Esthonia  and  Finland,  7  *oooqo  300,000 

commonly  called  the  conquered  Proviwces    j  * 

Foreigners  •  60,000  30,000 

Gottacks  of  different  denominatkHia  •  -  500,000  400,000 
Tartan,  Calmucks,  and  other  wild  nations,  ei-1 

ther  really  or  nominally  under  tlie  Russian  ! 

dominion,  including  the  Laplanders,  Sa-  f  4,ooo,ooo  4,000.000 
moides,  Kamchatakans,  &c.     -      •  -J 


I4,as6,3at  14,145,310 


Total  Population  of  Russia  -   -   28,37 '  M ' 
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Remarks  on  the  preceding  Table  Poptdafhn, 

From  this  view  of  the  popuIaUoo  we  ma^  ohsenre,  that 
the  great  strength  of  the  empire  lies  in  its  own  interior  re- 
•ouToes,  in  what  may  properly  be  tailed  Russia  and  the 
genuine  sons  of  Russia,  exclusive  of  the  kindred  nations, 
either  conquered  or  dependent;  though  these  latter  have 
greatly  contributed  to  her  present  power. 

To  form  an  exact  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  as  distinguished  in  the  preceding  state  of  poput 
lation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  a  particular  description  of 
each  class  of  people,  of  the  privileges  and  disadvantages  an* 
nexed  to  it,  and  to  shew  in  what  manner  this  diversity  of 
conditions  composes  the  present  constitution,  and  influences 
its  operations. 

And  to  begin  with  Uie  fint  division :  NobiHty,  in  Russia, 
is  either  derived  fiom  birth,  or  acquired  by  employment. 

AH  persons,  whose  ancestors  were  noUe,  are  themselves 
noble^  except  those  whose  blood  has  been  -attainted  for 
crimes, 

AH  nobles  are  equal  and  have  precedence  only  according 
to  the  rank  of  their  employment  in  the  state :  thus  a  commoa 
writer  or  common  soldier,  though  of  the  basest  extraction,  if 
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he  rises  eitlier  in  the  civil  or  militaiy,  takes  place  of  every  . 
person  whatsoever  of  an  inferior  character,  thougli  sprung 

fiom  the  first  iamilies  of  the  empire :  Mr.  T  ^       is  said 

to  be  a  foundling,  being  now  abiual  eowiuelhr  of  state,  goes 
before  prince  Doigonutkoiff  who  is  as  yet  onljr  anmteUor  of 
ttat€t  though  lineally  descended  fiom  the  Great  Duke  of 
Russia  Volodimer  himadf. 

The  nobility,  though  equal  in  point  of  privileges,  as  men- 
tioned above,  may  be  classed  under  the  four  following  deno- 
minations : 

1.  Kneses. 
d.  Counts, 
a.  Barons. 

4.  Gentlemea  witfaimt  titles. 

A  Knez,  or  Prince,  as  the  Russians  afiect  to  translale  it, 
is  supposed  to  be  descended  either— 1st,  From  *  the  ancient 
Great  Dukes  of  Muscovy,  or  fifom  ancestors  who  were  Ibr- 
merly  veal  'f  sovereigns  of  certain  provinces,  then  inde* 
pendent,  but  now  united  to  Russia. — ^2dly,  From  Polish  {  or 
feveign  %  princes  settled  in  the  empire.— 3dly,  From  |)  Tartar 
chiefs,  or  such  Tartan  of  note,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Alexis 
MLchadowich,  renounced  the  Mahometan  faith,  and  sub- 
>    mitted  to  be  baptised  in  the  Greek  relig^n,  on  condition  of 

^.Socli  as  Dolgoroukojr,  Rq)njn.  f  Such  as  VesenMko;,  ShalwfiitoL 

^  5>uc!i  as  Galltzin,  Trubctskol.  jSudl.MChnMBil',  finitfllltfll*- 

I  Sudi  as  Jiuopoff,  Mechciski. 
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being  allowed  to  bear  the  title  of  Kncz. — 4thlj,  From  ♦  Rus- 
sian subjects,  t^m  without  titles,  but  created  Kuezes  by  the 
iOvereigQ. 

Count -j-  and  Baron  ^_  vrere  terms  absolutely  unknoAvn  lu  re, 
till  the  days  of  Pt  it  r  the  First,  who,  by  an  injucJicious  and 
almost  indiscriminati;  aticctation  of  every  foreign  custom, 
created  several  nobles  M'ith  tliese  titles  ;  but  he  did  not  annex 
any  particular  privileges  to  thein,  a  C'ount  or  Baron  enjoying 
no  pi«cedence  but  from  his  rank  in  the  service. 

These  honors,  unlike  the  dignities  of  certain  countries^ 
were  rather  rewards  of  uncommon  merit,  than  marks  of  parti- 
cular  fovor;  thej  still  continue  so  and  thereibre  are  y&j 
fare* 

Some  of  the  old  nobiUty,  who  arc  without  titles,  seeing 
that  these  confer  no  real  dignity  or  advantage,  exclusive  of 
service,  affect  to  despise  and  to  be  above  accepting  them ; 
and,  indeed,  except  the  counts  Cheremetoff,  Buteiitn,  and  a 
few  others,  the  rest  of  those  who  enjoy  such  titles,  are  mostly 
of  new  and  obscure  families;  as  Rosamouski,  Skavionski, 
Jagusinskit  Stroganoff,  Brace,  &c. 

GentJemen,  without  titles,  though  last  mentioned,  are  many 
of  them  nothing  inferior  to  the  Knezes  and  Counts,  either 
for  antiquity  of  descent,  or  nobleness  of  blood. 

*  Vollconskoy,  Menchtkoff'.  f  Such  at  Chercoietoffi  Buteriin. 

X  Stroganoffi  Czerkasoff. 
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Tliese  aie  descended^— Ist,  From  the  ancient*  Bcnar*  or 
gentJemen^y  who  held  their  lands  under  the  crown  bj  a  kind 
of  feudal  tenure ;  and  were  obliged  to  serve  the  Ciar  in  his 

wars  at  the  head  of  their  peasants. — 2(Uy,  ^-  From  forelgnerB 
settled  in  (lin  empire.^Or,  3dh\  +  Tvom  tliosc  who,  timugh 
not  born  genllcnRii,  have  raised  themselves  to  that  degree, 
by  obtaiiUDg  a  rank  in  the  service  which  confers  it. 

When  a  man  has  once  obtained  that  rank,  all  his  children 
born  aftenrarda  are  noUe ;  but  his  diildren  bom  before  are 
not  noble,  unless  the  crown  ^ionnajly  consents*  which  it  sd- 
dom  refuses  on  petition  and  proper  applicatioa. 

'Flic  filling  an  office  in  any,  even  the  lowest,  department 
under  the  crown  does  nf)t  in  the  least  derogate  from  the 
nobility  of  ihe  person  who  holds  it ;  and  every  person  retains 
for  life  the  same  rank  which  he .  enjoyed  when  in  actual 
service ;  he  sometimes  even  retires  with  a  hi|^er  one. 

The  following  Table  will  ^ve  an  idea  of  noifitary  and  civil 
lanks  here,  as  they  fttand  coatraste(^  to  each  other. 

Every  person  who,  by  sen'ice,  has  acquired  any  rank  as 
marked  in  tliese  clasist^,  though  it  be  in  the  fourteenth, 

*  Such  a*  Mittkan-Putkin,  Nari^kln,  Kitmff,  UdoMM.  The  famOy  at  Ro> 
manoiT,  which  wu  nised  w  the  tbrene  b  1613,  vm  of  drii  kfaid  «f  ndblBty, 
having  no  title. 

1 8«di  as  Faneck,  Wokl.  %  S«cb  MTqdol^  Daragan. 
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which  is  the  lowest,  bocoiiies  uoble  himself  and  entails  his 
nobUitj  upon  his  descendants. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark  here,  that  in  ordv.r  to  preserve  a 
sort  of  superiority  to  the  military,  the  voinigest  military 
oflScer  has  precedence  of  the  oldest  civil  olliccr  of  the  same 
clas^ :  except  in  the  two  first  classes,  where  the  rank  depends 
upon  the  date  of  the  comnuasion. 


X 


Field  Alai^islial 
General  Admiral 


TABLE  OF  RANK. 
FIH8T  CLAS», 


i 


cwu. 

Great  Chonoelior. 


SBCOXD  CLAIS. 


Generab  in  Cluef 
Admirals. 


^    Actual  Fhvy  CuuuscUors. 


THIRD  GLA«S. 


Lieutenant  Generals 
Vice  Admiiala 


I  ,  Privy  C 


Counsellors. 


Majr)r  (k'lierals 
licar  Admirals 


vol..  II. 


rovvru  class. 

Actual  CottiiseU<"'s  of  State, 
c 


I 
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FIFTH  CLAM. 
Militaiy.  CviL 

Brigadiers  /    Qj^jjjgjj^  ^  Stelis. 

Cominodores  \ 


Colonels 

Captains  of  the  first  Rate  V  Counsellors, 
ia  the  Navy. 


■1 


And  so  on  to  tlie  rank  of  an  Ensign  and  Register,  which  i» 
in  the  14th,  or  lowest  class. 

There  are  particular  employments  which  have  a  rank  an- 
nexed to  them :  thus  all  the  great  officeis  of  state  are  Gene- 
rals ii^  Qiief,  the  Chamberiains  are  Major  Generals,  and  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Chamber  vte  Brigndiors. 

The  Russian  nobility,  tlioujrh  now  crjual  as  nobles,  were 
not  always  s«  or,  at  least,  mcvc  not  such  iu  tiieir  own  esti- 
mation;  wluch  occasioned  many  mconveniencies,  especially 
in  time  of  war;  as  it  often  happened  that  a  gentleman  of  a 
vcay  ancient  fiunily  scrupled  to  obey  another  of  a  less  an^ 
dent  one*  though  appointed  to  a.superior  command  by  the 
Oar  himsdf 

To  put  an  Piul  to  these  dbjuitcs,  Alexis  Miciiaelowich 

commanded  the  nobiUty  to  deliver  up  to  him  all  their  patents, 
B 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  RUSSIA. 


^iniij  papers,  and  pedigiccs ,  and  as  soon  as  this  reqoisiticMi 
was  complied  with,  be  orderr d  them  to  be  {mblicly  bumt 
before  the  gates  of  his  palace :  so  that  whatever  antiquitj 
some  Rusnan  houses  may  pretend  to,  it  is  merely  traditional, 
as  not  one  of  them  has  a  single  writing  to  prove  it  from, 
higher  than  the  reign  of  that  prince. 

Tlie  title  of  Boiar,  which  we  find  attributed,  in  the  old 
accounts  of  Rus«?ia,  to  tlic  principal  officers  and  counsellors  of 
the  Czar  &  court,  is  now  entirely  disused. 

By  an  edict  of  Peter  the  First,  the  Ru»!>ian  nobility  were 
obli{»ed,  not  only  to  enter  into  the  service  themselves,  but  to 
register  all  their  male  children  at  seven  years  old,  and  to  send 
them,  when  arrived  at  the  ajre  of  fourteen,  to  the  proper 
oftice  to  be  reviewed  and  ei)rolled  either  in  the  civil  or 
military  :  and  those  |Ki rents  who  neglected  this  duty  were 
liable  to  very  severe  peuaiues. 

It  was  not  easy  to  obtain  a  discharge  till  after  five  and 
twenty  years  service,  unless  on  account  of  sickness.  Incapa- 
city, or  other  eood  cause ;  and  even  then,  the  liberty  of 
retiring  depended  solely  on  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereigo. 

At  present,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  nobility  and  their  chil- 
dren weie  no  longer  bonnd  by  these  rigorous  ordinances,  and 
that  to  enter  into  the  servioe,  or  to  decline  it,  rested  on  their 
own  inclination  alone. 
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Thc3'  "O^^  have  the  liberty  whenever  tliev  think  proper  of 
travelling  into  foreign  counlric)*,  upon  takini:  our  a  passport 
in  tlic  common  forai ;  a  regulation  to  whit  ii  everj  body  is 
obliged  to  submit,  as  no  person  wkatsoet'er  can  leave  the  em- 
pire witliout  one. 

Hie  sovercif;n,  however,  sometimes  refuses  (his  permi^^l()n  : 
jis  iu  the  rase  fif  tlto  )>rincess  Dashkofl',  in  March  1765; 
but  there  wnr  vi  i  v  aood  reasons  for  that  refii<;al.  It  is  in- 
deed the  oulj  example  I  recollect  during  my  residence. 

Russian  merchants  or  bargbers  have,  of  late  jeara,  not  only 
travelled  abroad  themselves,  but  have  sent  their  children  into 
foreign  countries ;  this  liberty  they  seem  rather  to  enjoy  by 
tacit  permission  than  positive  right :  for  the  merchants  have 
never  been  nnanripatrd,  as  the  nobility  were  by  the  edict  of 
Peter  the  Thud  in  1702. 

Those  who  are  to  serve  in  the  military  here,  be  tliey  of 
what  condition,  quality,  or  fortune  they  may,  must  com-> 
mcnec  as  private  soldiers  j  thej  do  not,  however,  remain 

long  in  that  station,  but  nre  usually  soon  advanced  to  a 
higher  rank,  especially  if  they  be  of  distingiusbcd  faiuiiies. 

Tbe  nofaality  and  those  persons  who  are  in  the  service  of 
the  government,  pay  no  taxes  rvrhatsoeva*. 


The  privilege  of  purchasing  lands  and  peasants  is  now 
allowed  to  the  nobihty  alone ;  formerly  ft  roanuiacturer  was 
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permitted  to  hay.  slaves,  but  that  right  is  now  either  taken 
away  ur  suspended. 

The  cleigy  both  secular  and  regular  are,  in  general,  either 
the  sons  of  priests,  or  bom  of  the  meanest  of  the  people. 
They  are  by  no  means  so  numerous  as  might  be  expected 
from  the  i»^iiorance  and  prevailing  superstition  of  this  country; 
and  though  they  pay  no  taxes  to  government  are  very  litde 
burthcnsonie  to  it ;  indeed,  much  less  so  than  the  same  order 
of  men,  in  any  other  state,  where  hierarchy  is  established  in 
the  smallest  degree. 

A  burgher  is  either  descended  from  a  burgher,  or  is  a  pea- 
sant made  free,  who  enters  himself  on  the  roll  of  tradei's  in 
some  coipomte  town.  All  burghers  are  at  liberty  to  buj  and 
sell  by  wholesale  iii  all  }jai  ts  of  the  empire :  but  (except  at 
public  fairs)  they  are  not  permitted  to  trade  by  retail,  in  any 
other  town  but  that  of  whicli  they  are  free. 

Every  burgher  pays  a  certain  annual  sum  to  the  guild  of 
the  tOAvn  whrro  1h  vcslcies,  towards  defraying  the  charges  and 
expciK  (  s  to  wiucli  it  is  subject :  such  as  the  paving,  cleaning, 
and  Imhimg  the  streets,  fvirnishnig  commissaries  and  attend- 
ants  to  a  variety  of  pubUc  services.  Sec.  &c. :  this  sum  is  not 
fixed,  but  depends  upon  accidents  and  occurrences  :  thus,  for 
example,  the  cimrges  for  the  year  I767  were  to  be  verv  heavy 
upon  the  iMirijhors  of  St.  Petersbourg ;  because,  whenever 
the  sovcreitin  removes  to  IMosco,  they  are  obliged  to  furnish 
the  whole  court  with  horses  at  a  low  rate  for  130  £ogU$h 
miles  of  the  way. 


u\.jn\^cc,  by  Google 


14  EXTRACT  FROAi 

A  bolder  may  become  a  gentbmaii,  that  is  to  aay  the 
crowD  may  give  him  a  brevet  of  nuik,  and  yet  coatiDue  a 
merchant,  llieie  are  some  examples  io  the  present  reign  of 
buighers  having  t^  rank  of  fieU  officefs*  and  yet  not  retiring 
from  trade ;  but  t^  them  this  rank  is  oniiy  penonal»  and  does 
not  make  their  chiklieii  noUe ;  nay,  it  does  not  empoiwer  the 
pcisoo  himself  to  vhoin  it  is  gianted,  to  pnrduue  lands  or 
peasants. 

It  would  seem,  honrever^  as  if  the  Empress  was  desirous  of 

rendering  the  profession  of  a  merchant  niore  respectaUe  in 
Russia,  and  it  is  probable  it  will  soon  be  put  upon  a  new 
footing ;  that  particular  privileges  will  be  granted  to  burghers* 

and  that  the  tiixes,  which  they  now  pay,  avUI  be  levied  in 
another  manner,  and.  under  another  name.  At  present  they 
are,  in  maiiy  respects,  upon  the  saii>e  level  with  the  peasants, 
being  subject  to  ihe  poll-tajt,  and  obUged  to  furuish  recruits 
to  tlie  niilitaiy  service. 

A  foreigner  raay  becocoe  a  burgher,  but,  if  he  die^  or 
chuses  to  leave  the  country,.  one-teath>  of  Us  furtttBO  ac- 
quired, during  bis  bur^hersbip,  is  forfeited  to  thp  toim  e€ 

which  he  was^  Gc&t. 

The  poll-tax  of  a  burgher  is  120  copecks  par  imaum,  being 
about  five  shiUiDgs  IkigUsh. 

Persons  of  dijOferent  vocations,  called  Rosnochinsei^  who 
come  under  no  other  particular  denomination, — are  neither 
burghers  nor  peasautb;  and  though  free,       iiaviug  uo 
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in:isfrr^,  arc  not  exempted  from  payins*  faxes,  and  ftre 
pniifipally  roin jioscd  of  the  SOUS  of  soldiers  and  priests 
(tlicnis(  Ives  not  being  soldiers  or  belonging  to  the  cliurcli)  of 
enfranchised  slaves,  converted  Tartars,  dec.  They  all  pay  a 
certain  capitation,  which,  ut  the  general  revision,  is  setltod 
according  to  their  apparent  ability. 

The  free  peasants,  called  Odnotvortxei^  inhabit  chiefly 
tiie  provinces  ci  Voronitz  and  Belgorod  ;  and  principally  cot> 
sist  of  the  descendants  of  Emigrants  from  Poland  and  the 
UifLTaine  in  ancient  times :  there  arc  among  them,  iiowe?er« 
several  of  the  Russian  nobility  Avho,  averse  to  the  military 
service,  as  established  by  Peter  the  First,  chose  rather  to 
enroll  themselves  in  the  class  of  Odnotvortzies,  than  to  pre* 
sent  themselves  and  their  children  to  be  registred  at  the 
herald's  office  aocording  to  the  edict :  they,  therefore,  retired 
into  the  abcfve  mentioned  provinces  of  Voronits  and  Bdgp* 
rod,  and  carried  with  them  as  many  of  their  peasants  as  they 
could  possiUj  tiaiis|ilant  thither  under  such  drcumstanoes. 

The  terra  Odnotvortiei  literally  signifies  possessore  of  one 
house,  hut  there  are  several  of  them  who  have  considerable 
estates ;  and  it  appeared  at  the  last  revision,  that  there  ireM 
1S,000  peasants  helonging  to  them  who  paid  the  polKtax  to 
the  crown.  They  iue  permitted  to  possess  in  fee  what  lands 
and  peasants  they  are  now  sdsed  of,  but  are  incapable  of 
acqairing  more,  either  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  lliey  pay 
170  copecks  or  7s*  Id.  polWtax  ;  and  «inoe  the  new  regula- 
tions of  the  war-office,  fumiA  lecntits  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other  peasants. 
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Peasants  of  tlio  crown  enjoy  a  larger  portion  of  freedom, 
or  rather  a  lesser  share  of  slavery  than  any  other  peasants ; 
for  if  they  pay  their  taxes,  and  furnish  tlicir  proper  quota  of 
recruits  to  the  military,  and  of  labour  to  the  mines,  they  are 
bound  to  no  furtlier  acts  of  vassalage,  and  are  only  cognisable 
by  the  chancery  of  their  province. 

The  whole  government  of  Archangel,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Casan  and  Siberia,  consist  of  this  kind  of 
peasants  only,  who  are  looked  upon  as  unalienably  annexed 
to  the  crown.   They  pay  170  copecks,  or  7s.  Id.  poil-Ux. 

Peasants  of  the  household  or  demesne,  of  tlie  stables  and 
confiscated  estates,  besides  the  poll-tax  of  70  copecks,  or  2s. 
lid.  pay  a  rent  to  the  crown  of  100  copecks,  or  48.  2d.  or 
may  be  obliged  to  work  or  furnish  provisions  in  lieu  of  their 
rent 

These  are  cognizable  by  their  pioper  chanceries,  and  are 
alienable  ;  being  frequently  granted  away  by  the  sovereign  to 
those  subjects  M-hom  she  chuses  to  reward.  The  present  Em- 
press, indeed,  has  been  much  more  sparing  in  this  respect 
than  her  predecessors. 

Peasants  of  the  church,  now  transferred  to  the  crown,  for- 
merly belonged  to  tlie  monasteries  and  dignified  t  Icrgy,  but, 
by  the  late  regulation,  are  vested  in  the  crown,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  tJie  church  and  other  pious  uses :  they  are  much 
on  tlie  same  footing  as  the  crown  peasants,  and  arc  cognizable 
by  the  college  ofcfconomy,  into  whose  treasury  they  pay  150 
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cop('ck8,  or  6s.  3d.  besides  tlieir  poll-tax  of  70  copecks,  or 
2s.  lid. 

Peasants  beloncrinji  to  the  nobility,  besides  their  poll-tax  to 
the  crown  of  70  co|)ecks,  or  2s.  lid.  arc  obliged  to  pay  a 
certain  rent  to  their  lord,  according  to  their  circumstances  and 
ability:  this  they  do  either  in  money,  provisions,  or  labor, 
and  sonu  tinirs  in  all  three,  being  absolute  slaves  to  the  will 
of  their  niaslci ,  who  has  entire  power  over  their  j)ersons  in 
every  respect,  short  of  life  :  he  can  imprison,  beat,  or  plunder 
them,  at  his  discretion;  for,  according  to  the  general  accept- 
ation, a  peasant  has  nothing  of  his  own. 

Indeed,  at  St.  Petei-sbourg,  the  more  civilized  nobility  con- 
tent themselves  witli  a  stipulated  rent  from  their  tenants,'  and 
leave  them  to  enjoy,  in  cjuict,  the  fruits  of  tlieir  industry: 
however  it  sometimes  happens  that  an  indigent  or  rapacious 
gentleman  will  summon  before  him  those  of  his  peasants, 
wliom  be  suspects  to  be  rich,  demand  their  little  wealth,  and 
if  not  immediately  gratified,  order  the  poor  wretches  to  be 
whipt  without  mercy,  till  they  are  compelled  to  surrender  all 
they  possess  in  the  world  to  their  relentless  master. — The 
terror  of  being  thus  plundered  frequently  induces  the  pea- 
sant to  bury  his  money  in  the  earth,  bj  which  means  hags  < 
sums  are  daily  withdrawn  from  circulation.  This  circum- 
stance seems,  in  some  measure,  to  account  for  the  visible 
scarcity  of  specie  in  this  country,  for  though  the  general  ba» 
lance  of  trade  is  in  favour  of.  Ruaaia,  ytt  there  ai>peBrs  to  be 
much  less  gold  and  silver  in  currency,  than  onq  would  be  led 
to  imagine  from  such' an  Advantage.  .  . 
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FcataiitB  belonging  to.  the  mtoufocturera  ta»  employed  ta 
difietent  arts  or  trades,  establulied  in  the  empire :  many  of 
them  become  so  ingenious  and  to  useiiil  to  their  princi|)uis, 
as  to  receive  wages  like  free  workmen,  which,  notwitli- 
standing,  arc  ratlier  given  from  motives  of  generosity  and  en- 
couragement, than  of  obligation  ur  necessity.  'Jliesc  pcasaots 
are  entirely  tlaire&  to- their  niaater,  and  are  obliged  towoilt 
gratis  if  insisted  oni  having  no  claim  upon  bim  but  for  bare 
subsistence. 

They  ^vrrc  cither  assigned  by  tlie  crown  to  the  manufacto- 
ries oil  tlieir  first  establishment,  or  afterwards  purchased  by 
the  proprietor,  who  cannot  now  resell  them  unless,  at  the 
same  time,  he  disposes  of  the  manafiictoiy,  fnmi  which,  they 
aie  unalienable  after  having  once  belonged  to  it* 

Their  poll-tax  is  70  copecks,  or  3s.  lid. 

-  A  peasant  cannot  trade  as  a  buigher,  but  he  may  sell  the 
produce  of  his  own  or  of  his  family's  labor.  He  is  not  al- 
lowed by  law  to  pass  a  bill  of  exchange,  as  he  cannot  be  sued 
f(^r  payment.  It  is  notwithstanding  frequently  practised,  and 
being  ibund  in  some  degree  necessary  for  carrying  on  trade 
is  connived  at  by  the  magistrate. 

A  peasant,  with  the  consent  of  his  lord,  may  purchase  his 

freedom  and  become  a  burgher.  IW  an  edict  of  Peter  the 
First,  he  had  a  right  to  his  l'i-ccdom  on  pavmcnt  of  500 
loubles,  or  1001.  but  tliat  law  is  now  either  rc(>culed  or  bc- 
comfrobsdete ;  few  londs,.  however,  would  refuse  a  peasant 
bis  liberty  who  could  gpve  Inm  so  high  a  piiee  for  it 
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Tlie  common  value  of  a  poasant,  in  the  sale  of  an  estate, 
was  seldom  rated  liidicr  than  40  or  50  roubles  but,  of  late, 
the  j>rice  is  roii^ideraljly  risen  :  for  by  the  increase  of  eom- 
meree,  and  1lir  jmnligious  demands  from  ul)road  for  the 
commodities  of  tins  country,  the  peasant  <;i()\vs  every  day 
more  wealthy,  and  consequently  more  able  to  jiay  a  consi- 
derable rent  to  his  master.  FoniTMly,  the  crown  nrver  refused 
to  e;ive  a  peasant  his  freedom  n[)on  the  aho\ementioneci 
terms  of  paying  500  roubles  but,  laltcily,  li;is  been  much 
more  reserved  in  that  respect,  as  it  is  supposed  that  the  tilla<;e 
of  the  country  would  suffer  considerably  by  a  great  number 
of  husband  men  becoming  burghers. 

Tlic  present  Empress,  who  has  the  liappiness  of  her  sub- 
jects, of  all  ranks  and  denominations,  very  much  at  heart, 
seems  extremely  desirous  of  improving  the  condition  of  the 
peasants,  as  well  as  of  the  burghers. 

She  wishes  to  invest  a  real  and  indisputable  property  of 
some  kind,  either  of  lands  or  movealile^  or  both,  in  all  sorts 
of  persons  whatsoever:  and  certainly  nothing  could  more 
efiectaally  contribute  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  or 
the  advancement  of  commerce  In  this  empire. 

With  this  intention  she  has  offered  great  encotiragetncnt  to 
all  foTCtgners,  who  arc  willing  to  settle  as  colonists  in  her 
dominions ;  and  a  very  considerable  number  are  already  ar- 
rived there,  not  less,  I  am  assured,  than  35,000  souls;  to 
whom  lands  are  to  be  assigned  in  some  of  the  best  provinces 
of  the  empire,  atid  free  possession  allow&d  them  for  tU'cnty 
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3'cars,  sutyect  to  no  tent  or  tax  wfaatsoerert  till  the  expimtioa 
of  thai  term. 

The  following  qiu  stmn,  which  has  been  proposed  to  the 
society  of  I'ree  Enijuiry  here,  is  said  to  have  been  started  by 
the  Empiess  hendf,  who,  by  their  channel,  has  offeced  a 
considefafale  pnae  for  the  best  dissertatUm  written  upon  this 
subject. 

"  JVhethei'  it  is  most  advantarrtotts  and  ttseful  to  the  common- 
"  wealth  that  peasants  should  hnvc  a  real  propt  rf  i/  in  iand$,  or 
"  only  in  moveable  ejects ;  ami  hoi,,  far  ought  the  right  of  the 
"  pemant  to  extend  over  such  property,  to  that  the  greatett 
**  benefit  may  arise  to  the  pubUe  f 

The  army  and  navy  consist,  (officers  excepted)  of  Russians 
only,  vfho,  when  once  they  are  well  disciplined,  make  incom- 
parable soldiers  and  sailors.  For  patience,  prrsevcrante, 
an(i  obedience,  they  have  no  superiors  in  the  world  ;  and  yet, 
in  general,  the  common  Russians  are  by  no  means  of  a  mili- 
tary cast;  on  the  oontrafy»  they  have  the  strongest  aversion 
to  the  land  and  sea  servtcci  but  especially  to  the  latter ;  both 
'  of  which  are  entirely  supplied  with  pressed  men.— A 
teer  would  be  a  prodigy. 

Diflerent  from  the  practice  ol  iaoi>t  other  nations,  which, 
in  order  to  spare  their  own  subjects,  chuse  to  enhst  as  many 
Ibreignen  as  passible  id  thdr  aimies,  the  Russians  never  ad* 
mit  any  other  than  natives  into  their  reigular  troops ;  even  the 
provinces  of  Xivonia  and  Satiuniia  do  not  furnish  a  sbgle 
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recruit  to  the  service;  so  that  if  an  idle  fiellow,  in  eitiierof 
these  cottotries,  finds  in  himself  the  strougcst  vocation  to  be  a 
soldier,  he  cannot  serve  his  sovereign  iu  that  capacity,  but 
must  offer  himself  to  some  neighbouring  power 

The  most  accomplished  oflicers  in  the  service*  are  foreigners, 
that  is  to  say,  not  Russians ;  for  the  conquered  provinces 
have  often  furnished  very  able  generals.  In  tlie  fleet  the\' 
have  a  few  English  officers,  who  arc  ahnost  the  only  persons, 
in  the  whole  naval  department,  who  are  capable  of  service, 
or  have  ever  seen  any. 

The  Ukraine,  or  Little  Russia,  is  a  province  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  Russia,  not  only  on  account  <^  the  astonishing 
fertility  of  its  soil,  which  is  equally  proper  for  tillage  and 
pasture,  but  because  it  is  the  fnmtier  and  bulwark  ag^unst  the 
Turks. 

The  people  are  absolutely  free,  but  many  Russian  noUe^ 
who  have  lands  in  the  Ukraine,  have  brought  numbeis  of 
tlieir  peasants  and  settled  them  upon  their  estates  there; 
these,  however,  do  not  acquire  their  freedom  by  residing  in  a 
free  province. 

Bfaoy  Ukndners  become  tenants  to  these  gentlemeii»  but, 
if  ill  med,  they  have  a  right  to  abandon  their  fiums  and 

*]iidMdte  hMuatntffu  togiv  m he  imj be fwe of  cuierimi oi imM&te 
AttjetMend,  when  his  Pntsiitti  Mijettf  it  add  to  hmMSW«llls|Ueiliai 
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dwellingBr  end  settle  eltevhere ;  a  caac  idiich  frequently  ■hap' 
|>eiis,  and  occesiont  a  piodi^CNis  lott  to  their  landlords. 

The  children  of  an  Ukrainer,  by  a  Huss  -^-omnn,  follow 
the  condition  of  thrir  mother,  so  that  if  she  be  a  slave*  they 
are  bom  slaves  though  ihe  fatiicr  was  free. 

The  Vkrabe,  which  was  fonnerij  oonndeied  in  itself  as  a 
sort  of  imUtary  republic,  dependent  on  Rusda,  was  under 
theoommand  of  an  ofHcer  culled  a  Hetman  ;  he  was^  always 

a  native  of  it,  and,  though  appointed  by  the  court,  was  yet 
supposed  to  he  elected  by  the  free  choice  of  hh  conntrvmen. 
Count  Roi^atnouski  (brother  of  tiie  person  >vho  was  so  long  a 
&vonte  of  tlie  Empress  Elizabeth)  was  choseu  hetman  ia 
1750 ;  but  the  present  Ctarina  has  thought  proper  to  abolish 
office,  and  convert  the  Ukraine  into  a  regubi  government, 
nmilar  to  that  of  the  other  provinces. 

The  Ukraine  funiishes  antl  maintains  a  considerable  body 
of  troops,  but  pays  no  capitation  nor,  indeed,  any  other 
taxes,  except  custom-house  duties  ou  the  frontier ;  so  that  it 
is  upon  a  mueh  better  and  more  honoraUe  footing  than  any 
other  province ;  for,  of  all  nations  under  the  Russian  domt* 
niffltf  Russia  herself  is  the  least  happy  and  the  least  free. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  tn  mention  tlie  Cossacks, 
who,  though  divider!  into  sc\rral  dcnoniiniitions,  yet  eiijov 
the  same  privileges  as  tlic  Ulvramci's.  Tiiey  are  separated 
into  diffisient  oatioas  or  tnbes,  which  derive  their  names  fitnu 
the  places  of  thdr  residence ;  -some  are  caOed  the  Bon  Cos^ 
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sack??,  others  tlic  \^olga  Cossacks,  Choperski  Cossacks,  Taik. 
Cossacks,  &c  There  is  also  one  horde  of  them,  consisting 
of  about  30,0(»0  figliting  men,  called  tlie  Cossacks  of  Zapo- 
ravia,  who  are  so  singuhir  in  their  manners  and  legislation, 
that  they  daim.  a  more  particular  doscriptioa  than  tbe 

They  consist  of  persona  of  all  nations,  and  live  in  a  singaW 
tort  of  society,  to  which  no  women  arc  admitted ;  they  are  a 
sort  of  male  Amazons,  who,  at  a  particular  season  of  the  jear, 
resort  to  certain  islands  of  the  Nieper,  in  their  neighbouiw 
hbocl»  where  they  reodesvous  with  the  women  dependent 
upon  tbelli :  on  these  occasions  the  union  of  the  sexes  is  by 
no  means  regulated  by  those  laws  which  prevail  in  other  so- 
cieties :  for  the  nearest  relations,  such  as  a  father  and  his 
daughter,  a  son  and  his  mother,  mutually  mingle,  without 
scruple,  their  incesUious  caresses  and  endearments.  'Ehe  chil- 
dren, born  from  these  indisciiminate  embraces,  are  left  with 
their  mothers  till  a  certain  age,  at  which  the  males:  are  deU*> 
verad  to  tbe  fathers  and,  like  their  fathers,  become  hnoteis. 
and  warriors,  whilst  the  females  remain  with  those  of  their 
own  ses  and,  like-tfaem,  are  reserved  fiir  the  pmpoiea  of  pno* 
pagation.  , 

All  the  CoflsadvpiofiBss  the  Greek  refigkuit  and  nbre  aa 
inegulars  in  the  Russian  army. 

Among  the  conquered  provinces,  livonia  and 'EstfaotnaL 
stiU  enjoy  very  oonsidemble  privileges ;  their  nobility  deiive- 
even  greater  and  more  essential,  adrantages  under  the  present 
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government,  tlian  what  they  were  ponened  of  nrliilst  subject 
to  Sweden. 

The  peasants  arc  annpsed  to  tlic  land,  and  sold  and  trans- 
feiTed  with  it.  Several  Russian  gentlemen  have  acquired 
estates  in  Livonia  and  Esthonia,  and  are  entered  on  the  ma- 
tricula ;  in  consequence  of  which,  they  have  a  right  to  a  i>eat 
in  tlie  Diet,  or  auembtjr  of  the  states  of  those  provinces. 

Russian  Unland  is  a  poor  depopulated  country  and,  at 
present,  very  little  resembles  the  Swedish  Finland,  of  which 

it  was  formerly  a  purt.  The  avarice,  ill-policy,  and  tyranny 
of  some  Russian  nijblcnicn  who  have  estates  there,  have 
brought  it  to  this  wretclied  i>Uite. 

Aocoidiag  to  the  treaty  of  Newstadt,  certain  privfleges  were 
supposed  to  be  secured  to  the  Finland  peasants,  wUch  dis> 
tinguished  Ihasa.  from  the  RussiaDs;  none  of  these  privileges, 

however,  are  essential  enough  to  be  particularly  taken  notice 
as  they  only  mitigate  slavery,  but  do  not  confer  freedom. 

Ihc  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  provinces  pay  no  poli- 
taic. 

Foreigners  of  ahnost  every  nation,  which  wc  arc  ac- 
quainted with,  are  to  be  found  in  Russia,  either  as 
established  or  temporary  residents.  In  the  custom-house 
Ixjoks  of  PettThLKiurg  alone,  we  observe  the  names  ot  mer- 
chants from  every  country  in  Europe ;  English,  1  i  en(  ii, 
HoBandeiB,   AnstrianSi  ^usians*  &ixons,  Hamburghers, 
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Lubeckcrs,  Danes,  Swedes,  Spaniards,  Italians,  Gi'eeks, 
&c.  &c.  Aod,  in  the  southern  and  south-eastern  parts  of 
the  empire,  we  meet  with  all  the  varieties  of  the  A&iatic 
nations.;  whether  Turks,  Persians,  Indians,  or  Chinese;  to- 
gether with  every  shade  and  tincture  of  complexion  and 
feature  which  so  singulariy  mark  the  dii&rent  races  of  Cal- 
mucks  and  Tartars. 

All  these  enjoy  ample  security  for  their  persona  and  pro- 
jierty.  Wbile  resident  in  this  empire,  they  are  permitted 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  whether  Christian,  Pagan, 
or  Mahometan,  efery  sect  of  which  is  now  tolerated.  Thej 
are  all  capable  of  employment  in  the  service,  may  be  natu- 
ralised and,  if  ennobled  by  rank  or  patent,  may  purchase 
lands  or  peasants,  and  enjoy  the  same  privilege  as  a  natural 
bom  Russian. 

All  fijceigners,  except  Jews  and  Jesuits,  are  at  liberty  to 
settle  in  this  country,  and  may  trade  by  wholesale:  but,  un* 
less  naturalised,  they  are  prohibited  by  the  hiws  from  selling 
in  Russia  what  they  purchase  in  Russia,  and  are  therefore 
obliged  to  consume  or  export  it. 

The  English  are  by  much  the  most  respectable  for  their 
Opulence,  their  integrity,  and  their  understanding;  but  of 
aU'  foreigners  the  French  are  the  roost  bebved,  caressed, 
and  imitated  by  the  Ruistans. 

Hie  En^ish  enjoy  particular  commercial  piivileges  and, 
in  point  of  honour  and  justice,  are  entitled  to  still  greater. 
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For  to  the  early  and  t  unUmied  support  of  England,  Russia 
principally  owes  its  pi-eseiit  existence  as  a  maritime  or  com- 
mercial uatiun. 

By  an  ancient  law,  Jews  were  not  allowed  to  reside  in 
Russia;  bur,  I  believe,  thev  might  at  present  establiaU  tiiemo 
selves  here  without  much  diihcult/. 

.   Foreigners  pay  no  taxes  to  the  government. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Siberia,  Casan,  and  the  eastern  jnro- 
Tinccs  of  Russia  to  the  sea  of  Kamchatka,  who  are  not 
Christiansy  are  confounded  under  the  general  name  of 
Tartars. 

Manj  of  these  come  to  the  capital  in  order  to  procure  era-  • 
ployment,  either  as  workmen  or  domesticks,  and  are  exceed* 
ingfj  sober,  acute,  dextrous,  and  faithfuK'  It  is,  however,  re- 
markable that  those  who  turn  Christians  usually  adopt  all  the 
vices,  as  well  as  the  religion,  of  their  new  bretliren;  and 
become  more  drunken,  idle,  and  knavish,  than  even  the  Rus- 
sians themsdves. 

-  The  Calmncks  consist  of  several  hordes  or  nations,  which 
extend  from  the  province  of  Astracan  to  the  lake  of  Baikal* 
They  aie  said  to  be  subjects  of  Russia,  their  different  Xhans- 
acknowledging  a  sort  of  nominal  vassalage  to  the  Empress ; 
but  as  they  are  entirely  free,  pay  no  taxes,  and  arc  governed 
by  their  own  laws,  I  should  rather  call  them  her  allies,  and 
perhaps  tbey  are  not  less  useful  than  any  she  has;  for  they 
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cover  and  derend  her  frontier,  upwards  of  IjOO  Englisli  niilos. 
from  the  incursions  and  insuUs  of  the  Kiibans,  Karakalj* ak^, 
Usbegs,  and  other  bordering  nations,  still  mure  wild  and  bar- 
barous tlian  tlieniselvcs. 

.  Of  all  these  different  Asiatic  people  the  Cahnucks  of  the 
Volga  seem  to  be  the  least  disaffected  to  Russia  ;  but  the  Tar- 
tai^,  and  many  tribes  of  the  Cossacks,  pay  a  very  unwilling 
submission  to  tlie  government ;  wliich  is  obliged  to  manage 
them  with  great  art  and  address,  sometimes  using  tlieui  with 
rigor,  and  sometimes  with  gpntlcnos<v,  when  the  one  may  be 
e:&cuscd  by  danger,  or  the  other  authorized  by  security. 

The  Lapiandere,  Samojcdes,  and  Kamciiatkans,  are  in  too 
rude  and  savage  a  state  to  merit  a  particular  description,  and 
only  hnd  a  place  here,  because  tbejr  are  marked  in  the  Table 
of  Population.  The  crown,  hovreT4»',  receives  from  them  a 
considerable  tribute  in  furs. 

.  Of  the  Genius  and  Character  of  the  Russians, 

Thus  far  I  have  given  a  short  description  of  all  the  (liferent 
ronditions  of  men,  together  with  the  incorporated  or  depend- 
rnt  nations,  which  compose  the  population  of  this  \-4^\  em- 
pire. J>ut,  as  I  before  observed,  that  the  strength  of  Russia 
lies  in  liussia  itself,  that  on  itself  it  must  tlcpcnd  for  support 
in  the  day  of  trial,  and  that  it  must  stand  or  fall  by  its  own 
virtue,  it  may  neither  appear  incurious  nor  unnecessary  to 
exhibit  here,  the  national  character  at  full  length. 
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I  know  how  little  attention  is  paid  tt)  such  general  portraits, 
and  that  we  oftener  see  them  overcharged  with  the  d i  t [x  ry  oJ 
a  rhetorician,  than  marked  by  the  free  and  natural  oulhne  of 
the  historian  and  philosopher ;  yet  I  am  conscious  the  follow- 
ing picture  is  not  liable  to  such  an  uuputation.  Jt  must  be 
allowed,  indeed,  that  in  ail  countries  we  meet  with  extra- 
ordinary cliaracters,  which,  by  their  virtues  or  depravity,  by 
tlicH'  talents  or  incapacity,  make  exceptions  to  every  general 
rule:  there  are,  notwithstand^nL^  in  iiio>i  nations,  as  in  most 
human  faces,  some  particular  marks,  certain  bti  iking  features, 
which  make  deep  and  lasting  impressions  on  our  nnagination, 
and  strongly  inllucncc  our  judgment  and  opinion:  and  such 
particular  marks  and  striking  features  there  are  surely  to  be 
found  in  this  nation,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  that 
have  been  takea  to  bend  or  distort  them  to  the  likeness  of 
others. 

Hiere  is,  however,  so  great  a  variety  in  the  shades  of  cha- 
racter which  mark  the  different  ranks  of  people  be|«»  though 
the  ground  be  nearly  the  same,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  dis- 
tinguish  the  classes,  and  take  a  separate  view  of  each. 

The  common  people,  though  not  laborious,  are  strong  and 
hardy,  patiently  bearing  the  extremes  of  heat,  cold,  and 
hunger  to  an  astonishing  degree ;  yet,  in  general,  they  are 
lasy  in  body,  indolent  of  mind,  and  sensual  to  excess,  knoww 
ing  no  happiness  beyond  the  gratifications  of  drunkenness 
and  gluttony;  they  are  hospitable,  charitable,  and  good- 
natured  ;  nay,  what  may  seem  incredible  to  a  foreigner,  tliey 
are  humane^  and  can  by  no  means  he  justly  accused  of 
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cruelty :  the  severul  late  revolutions  of  government  in  this 
country  are  sufficient  to  plead  agaiu.^t  ^urh  a  charge,  where 
so  little  blood  was  shed,  thougli  the  soidierv  was  let  loose, 
while  furious  from  provocatioa  and  thirsty  fur  revenge. 

Tliey  possess  a  ereat  deal  of  natural  shrewdnes-^  and  sa^n- 
city,  have  a  strong  turn  for  ruliculc%  and  in  their  general 
transactions  of  business  acquit  themselves  with  uncommon 
cunning  and  address.  The  advanta^s,  however,  which  might 
ai'ise  to  the  public  from  their  undei'standing  and  penetration, 
are  considerably  lessened  by  their  superstitious  and  obstinate 
attachment  to  ancient  customs,  which  strangles  in  its  cradle 
almost  every  child  of  improvement  or  discovery:  (hose  few 
which  have  arrived  to  any  degree  of  maturity  in  this  couatrjT 
owe  their  birth,  or  at  least  their  educatioo,  to  foreigoers. 

The  Russians,  however,  when  properly  managed,  when 
toothed  by  peniiasion,  allured  by  profit,  or  animated  bj  ex- 
ample, become  extremely  docile,  i^nd  learn  all  mechanic  arts 
with  surprising  facility.  Thej  generally  pass  for  being 
knavish,  yet  surely  they  possess  a  greater  share  of  honesty 
than  we  have  any  right  to  expect ;  for,  considering  the 
temptations  they  are  exposed  to,  the  abolition  of  capital  pa* 
aiftlmietit,  and  the  little  disgrace  of  successful  villany  an^ 
corruption  in  the  hi^iest  ranks  of  people,  it  is  astonishing 
^mt  any.  iategitity  at  all  should  be  found  among  the  comp 
nooalty. 

They  are  handsome  in  their  personsi  easy  and  unaffected 
iiir  their  behaviour;  and*  though  fiee  and  inaiily  .ta  their  car* 
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riage,  ate  obedient  and  snboiissive  to  their  luperion,  and  of  ' 
a  civility  and  poUtene»  to  tiietr  equalv  which  is  scarcely  to  ' 
be  paiaHelccl.   In  their  houses  though  they       Avith  little 
order  or  cleanliness,  yet  they  arc  rather  epicures  in  their 
table,  neat  in  their  persons,  and  decent  in  their  dress. 

Tiicir  iiabit  is  equally  adapted  to  healtli  and  convenience, 
bnd  extremely  well  suited  to  thdr  usual  occupations:  the 
upper  garment  is  a  short  wide  coat  without  plaits,  which 
.  wraps  over,  and  is  ftstened  round  the  waist  with  a  sash ;  in 
Svinter  they  wear  underneath  it  a  sort  of  waistcoat  lined 
with  sheepskin,  which  defends  them  Ironi  the  ri2;nr  of  the 
cold  ;  their  necks  and  upper  part  of  liic  breast  arc  usually 
bare,  but  their  feet  and  legs  are  coustantiy  well  covered  with 
tvann  boots :  on  their  heads  they  wear  a  cap  either  of  doth 
or  fur,  accctfding  to  the  season.  All  the  lower  sort,,  except 
•livery  servants,  and  those  who  bdong  to  the  military,,  wear 
'their  beards,  and  cherish  them  with  idigious  attachment. 

The  rommon  "Russian,  thon^jh  not  actively  brave,  is  un- 
accountably itulifrereiit  io  the  love  of  life,  or  the  terrors  of 
death,  and  bcai'?»  punishment  autl  torturet*  vviih  incredible  for- 
titude :  thus  ignorance  and  insensihility  often  produce  among  ^ 
them  such  examples  of  resignation  and  ccmtempt  of  pain,  1 
as  shame  the  legends  of  martyrs  and  'the  boast  of  heroes,  ! 
'Hicy  are  not  malicious  or  vindictive,  their  active  passions 
being  neither  violent  nor  dancjeroii!' ;  as  fheir  resentuuents  are 
not  gloomy  n*>r  Isislino:,  so  their  frieiulshiji  is  not  permanent 
or  warm.    Indei  d  all  tl:e  atVeelions  of  the  soul  scciu  weaker 
in  tlicia  than  in  most  otlier  nations;  they  are,  tlicrefoie, 
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formed  to  be  commanded,  and  perhaps  the  sovereign  despot* 
ism  which  reigns  here  owed  its  rise,  in  the  begin oing,  to  an 
attentive  observation  of  this  part  of  their  character.  Thej 

possess  most  of  the  military  quahties,  enterprise  excepted ; 
and  in  point  of"  obedience,  disciphuc,  and  passive  valor,  make 
incomparable  soldiers. 

From  this  view  of  the  common  people,  we  may  fairhy  con- 
chul(!  tliat  tlie  soil  is  natunilly  good,  and  capable  of  being 
turned  to  prodigiou-.  iui  vantage  ;  lliat  if  judiciously  managed, 
it  would  well  reward  the  c^rc  of  the  owner;  and  that  if  we 
find  ujanj  good  cjualities  misapplied  or  neglected,  it  is  less 
owing  to  the  perveiseness  of  tlic  people  tliuu  to  tlic  indolence, 
mistakes,  or  unskiiiuloess  of  their  rulers. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  tlie  common  people  or  peasants, 
I  come  now  to  speak  ot  the  second  class,  the  burghers  and 
traders,  conunonly  called  merchants  ;  though,  according  to 
our  acceptation  of  the  word,  there  are  verv  few,  if  any,  who 
deserve  the  appellation.  The  eminent  manufacturers,  the 
rich  wliolesale  dealers,  neither  of  M'liicli  are  very  nuiui  ious, 
the  country  chapmen,  shopkeepers,  and  pedlars,  compose 
this  class.  Tliey  are,  in  general,  a  very  orderly  sort  of 
people,  equally  decent  in  their  Iwuses,  and  in  their  appear- 
ance ;  but  comparatively  much  more  awkward  and  embar- 
rassed in  their  carriage  than  the  peasants;  whether  that, 
by  oftener  conversing  with  the  great,  they  grow  affected  from 
imitation,  or,  by  dealing  witli  f'oreigners,  they  grow  modest 
from  conscious  inferiority,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine^ 
It,  is  said  that,  ancieotljr  as  they  weie  more  simple  in  their 
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manners,  ihey  were  also  more  just  in  their  dealings  ;  but  now, 
tliough  they  avoid  everv  opca  and  lingrant  act  of  knaveiy, 
yet  they  are  hy  no  means  averse  to  the  more  secret  and  secure 
arts  of  dishonesty. 

Tn  the  inner  parts  of  tlie  country,  they  are  supposed  to  be 
moi  <  virtuous ;  indeed,  it  is  but  fair  to  observe,  that  the 
most  knavish,  among  the  merchants,  are  thost;  wlio  have  the 
most  frequent  transactions  with  foreigners :  whether  tliey  are 
corrupted  by  ill  example,  excited  by  a  spirit  of  rivalship  and 
vanity  which  induces  them  to  prove  their  talents  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  integrity,  or  that  a  lust  of  lucre  prevails  over 
every  other  consideration.  They  are,  notwithstanding,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  devout  and  religious  class  of  people  in 
the  empire. 

Hieir  jiiety,  however,  as  well  as  that  of  the  peasants,  is  re- 
duciiile  lo  a  very  few  rules  of  duty;  the  principal  of  which 
are,  abstinence  m  Lent,  intoxication  on  holidays,  and  confes- 
sion and  sacrament  at  Easter.  But  there  arc  two  points  of 
Datiiral  religioii  to  which  they  adhere,  and  which  seem  vet-y 
extraordinary  in  a  people  who  appear  so  negligent  of  most 
others:  the  one  is  an  extreme  veneratioD,  obedience  and 
respect  for  their  parents ;  few  instances  of  undutiftilness  or  in- 
'  gratitude  to  them  being  to  be  found  here ;  the  other  regards 
their  scrupulosity  in  taking  an  oath ;  in  G^cncml  they  hare  a 
great  aversion  to  submit  to  such  an  obligation,  and,  in  civil 
causes,  it  is  common  to  see  each  party  teHa  his  advenary  to 
be  sworn  rather  than  to  be  sworn  himself.  I  must  cAsenre, 
however,  that  this  hoiror  of  peijuiy  extends  only  to  those 
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cases,  where  a  man  swcai-s  against  his  better  knowledge,  and 
not  at  all  to  oaths  of  ofhce,  which  are  hourly  takeo  ttud  vio- 
lated without  fear  or  hesitation. 

isome  lew  of  the  nierchauts  affect  to  dress  and  live  like 
their  superiors ;  but  far  the  greater  part  follow  the  rude  and 
humble  simplicity  of  their  ancestors. 

Before  I  conclude  this  article  I  muat  lemark  one  thing 
which  is  equally  true  and  extraordinary  i  though  the  Rus« 
lians  are  in  general  extremely  eager  in  punuit  of  gain,  and 
uncommonly  shax|>  in  their  dealings,  yet  they  are  either  en- 
tirely inattentive  to  the  true  principles  of  commerce,  or  incft* 
pable  of  attaining  them :  for  notwithstanding  their  constant 
interconne  with  the  chief  trading  nations  of  Europe  during 
two  hundred  years  past ;  notwithstanding  they  must  see  the 
able  manner  in  whicb  other  merchants  carry  on  their  business, 
and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it;  yet  among  the  Russian 
buighers  few  of  them  can  write,  and  not  one  in  a  thousand 
has  learned  our  common  arithmetic.  To  this  day  there  is 
not  a  Russian  comp ting-house  established  in  any  foreign 
country:  they  continue  to  sell  their  commodities  to  the 
ftctor,  and  not  to  the  principal,  few  of  them  chusing  to 
ireig)it  a  ship  upon  their  own  account,  liAving  no  idea  of 
tet  extensive  credit  which  is  llie  soul  -of  commerce :  being 
impatient  of  returns,  and  unwilling  to  trust  to  the  fiuth  of 
distant  correspondents,  wbom  they  cannot  believe  more 
honest  or  more  punctual  than  themselves. 

vol..  II.  9 
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TIius  they  leave  the  great  advantages  of  their  trade  to  the 
stranger:  and  whilt>t  the  producte  of  Russia  are  transmitted 
to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  globe,  the  name  of  a  Rastian 
merdiant  is  utterljr  uokaowii. 

As  to  the  clergy,  their  order  has  been  brought  very  Io\r, 
nw\  their  authority  entirely  annihilated.  The  coniniun  priest* 
are  usually  of  the  meanest  extraction  and  lowest;  cduration, 
and  are  treated  accordingly  :  the  nmuks  alone  and  the  digni- 
fied clergy,  who  are  usually  nionks,  possess  the  little  theolo^ 
gH»t  literature  that  remains  here;  this  extends  ooty  to  a 
slight  notion  of  ecclesiastical  history,  of  ancient  controversy, 
and  of  the  lives  and  wrilingis  of  the  Greek  fathers. 

.  Though  it  is '  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  persons,  even 
ladies,  of  the  lirst  rank  kiss  ttie  hand  of  a  priest,  it  merfiy 
proceeds  from  superstitious  custom,,  and  not  from  any  real 
deference  or  devotion ;  for  of  all  dergy  in  the  world,  tlie 
cleigy  of  Rusna  is  the  least  feared,  respected,  esteemed,  or 
beloved. 

The  common  people  the  nienhants,  and  tlic  clergy,  having 
now  passed  in  review,  tlic  nobility  demand  our  next  attention : 
we  should  naturally  suppose  this  order  to  be  superior  to  the 
others  in  sentiment,  in  knowledge,  and  in  behaviour;  and 
yet,,  either  so  depraved  are  their  dtspositkms,  or  so  perverted 
their  judgments,  that,  we  may  say,  the  nobility  derive 

few  advantages  from  birth  or  education,  which  claim  the  re- 
spect of  others,  or  arc  of  use  to  themselves :  in  their  hearts, 
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mean  profligacy  and  vulgiir  weakness  too  olu  n  triumph  over 
"[cniiis  and  honor,  witiiout  which  birth  lobes  iU  diijailj,  aud 
fortune  has  no  value. 

Conscious  and  jealous  of  the  superior  civilization  of 
foreign  nations,  scnbible  of,  yet  unwilling  or  unable  to  cor- 
rect, the  errors  of  their  own,  they  endeavour  to  conceal  their 
disadvantages  under  the  affectation  of  despising  tlie  stranger, 
and  un({er  the  practice  of  niortifvin";  him.  iiut  these  are 
prnicipally  exerted  against  tliose  \\  lioin  they  are  jealous  of, 
or  those  whom  they  envy  tor  tiicir  eminence  ot"  talents  and 
superiority  of  genius:  for  the  himil'Ier  foieignei',  who  lias 
pliancy  or  baseness  enough  to  subnuL  to  their  pride,  to  flatter 
their  vanity,  or  minister  to  their  pleasures,  is  certain  of  se- 
curing their  favour,  of  acquiring  a  contidence,  and  enjoying 
an  influence,  which  wisdom  or  virtue  could  never  have  ob- 
tained. Of  this  we  see  innumerable  instances  in  those  crowds 
of  FrencHi  adventurers,  who  daily  resort  here,  and  are  re- 
ceived into  most  families -with  open  arms,  as  secretaries, 
librarians,  readers,  preceptors,  and  parasites ;  though  the 
greatest  part  of  these  gentry  are  equally  impudent  and  iUite* 
rate,  vagabonds  from  indigence,  or  fugitives  for  crioies. 

Tiie  Russian  gentlemen  are  certaiidy  the  least  informed  of 
all  others  in  Europe;  the  chief  point  of  tlielr  instrtiction  is 
a  knowledge  of  modern  languages,  particularly  the  French 
and  (Jerman  ;  both  which  they  usually  speak  with  very  great 
facility,  though  incapable  of  writing  either  with  precision  or 
propriety.  Those  who  can  afford  the  expiree,  and  indeed 
many  who  cannot  afford  it,  complete  their  education  by  a 
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tour  to  France  ;  where,  ignorant  and  unprincipled  as  tliey  aie> 
thcj  catch  at  every  thing  tliat  feeds  the  fancy  or  inflames  the 
passions;  there  the}'  find  ample  fuel  for  both;  tbej  greedily 
devour  all  that  is  set  before  tliem  without  selection,  and  lose 
their  delicacy  of  taste  in  enormity  of  appetite  :  to  Frenchmea 
they  become  despicable  Russians,  to  Russians  desj^icable 
Frenchmen,  to  others  equal  objects  of  pity  and  contempt. 
So  seldom  do  they  derive  advantage  from  those  circumstances 
•nliich  form  and  accoiiiplish  the  gentleman  of  other  countries, 
timt,  instead^f  instruction  or  real  mutKn  ement,  they  rarely 
acquire  more  than  personal  affectation  arid  mental  distortion, 
and,  after  all  their  travels,  return  home  far  inferior,  in  the 
Tirtues  of  a  good  citizen,  to  those  who  have  never  travelled 
at  all. 

Hicir  natural  parts  are  tolerably  good,  but  they  universally 
want  the  discriminating  faculty ;  whence  thejr  fall  into  tlie 
most  absurd  imitations  of  foreign  life  and  manners  and,  aban- 
doning the  common  sense  of  nature,  adopt  fashions  and  cus- 
toms totally  contrary  to  their  chmate  and  troublesome  to 
themselves.  Though  freezing  under  the  60th  degree  of  northern 
latitude,  they  build  their  houses  like  the  airy  palaces  of  Flo- 
rence and  Sienna:  in  France  it  is  the  etiquette  of  fashion  tx> 
begin  the  spring  season  at  Eastor,  and  to  mark  it  by  dress ; 
the  imttattre  Russian  does  the  same,  and  flings  off  his  winter 
garments  whilst  the  earth  is  covered  with  snow,  and  himsdf 
shivering  with  cold.  It  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  noblesse 
at  Bans  to  have  Swiss  porters  at  the  gates  of  thdr  hotebrat 
Petersbnig  a  Boss  gentleman  of  any  ftshion  must  have  a 
Swiss  abo»  or  soAe  tall  ftUow  with  a  laced  Mt  and  hanger* 
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which  it  teems  are  the  indispensable  accmitiwents  of  a 
Parisian  janitor.  It  would  be  an  endless  task  to  recite  the 
Icdiies  and  absurdities  of  this  kind,  which  they  every  clay 
fill!  into,  but  these  few  examples  wiU,  I  pie^ume,  appear 
snfficient. 

Tliis  ridiculous  imitation  of  foreign  and  particularly  of 
'^French  manners,  is  attended  with  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences and  with  innumcral)lc  ill  effecbi :  it  not  only  divests 
them  of  national  character,  but  prevents  them  from  aspiring 
to  the  praise  of  all  national  virtue  ;  it  represses  timir  native 
energ}'  of  mind,  and  extinguishes  every  spark  of  original  ge- 
nius. Nothing  was  ever  more  just  tlian  Rousseau's  censure 
of  Peter  the  First's  conduct :  that  monarch,  instead  of  im- 
provuig  his  subjects  as  Russinii-,  endeavoured  totally  to 
change  and  convert  them  into  Germans  and  Frenchmen  ;  but 
his  attempts  were  unsuccessful ;  he  could  not  make  them 
what  he  wished  to  make  them,  he  spoiled  them  in  the  expe- 
riment, and  left  them  worse  tlian  they  were  before.  Mis  sue- 
cessors  have  continued  the  same  pioress,  but  their  projects 
have  been  equally  ineffectual  to  the  people,  and  unprofitable 
to  the  state. 

The  Russian  nobility,  firom  this  error  of  their  late  princes, 
have  contracted  that  unfortunate  bias  which  will  not  suffer  \ 
their  nature  to  shoot  upright ;  warped  by  imitation  of  alien 
manners  without  selection,  they  too  often  appear  vain,  petu- 
lant, hght,  inconsequent,  indistrrcet,  envious,  and  suspicious, 
faithless  in  their  engagements,  traitors  to  one  another,  inra- 
{Mible  of  true  lnefidahip»  and  insensible  to  all  the  nobler 
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movements  of  tlie  soul ;  luxurious  and  effeminate,  listless  ftnd 
indisposed.  Tliou^h  in  a  northern  climate  they  have  an 
Asiatic  aversion  to  all  corporal  activity  and  manlj  exercise,  and 
scarce  form  an  idea  of  either,  beyond  the  smooth  velocity  of  a 
sledge,  or  the  measured  paces  of  u  managed  horse :  they  have 
no  passion  for  the  sports  of  the  field :  hunting,  shooUng,  and 
fishing,  as  practised  with  us,  they  are  utterly  stmngen  to. 
Avoiding  every .  recreation  attended  with  exertion  and  fa- 
tigue, they  prefer  the  more  indolent  amusements  of  chess* 
cards,  or  billiards,  in  all  whii  h  llic  v  nre  ii>iTi;iI]y  extraorclinarv 
proficients:  few  of  them  employ  tlitir  h'isuio  in  pfOisliin^  tiirir 
minds:  insciit-iblc  to  the  charms  of  conversation  and  the 
reGnemcnts  of  literature,  they  loiter  and  sleep  away  life, 
and  wake  but  to  the  calls  of  sensuality  and  the  grosser 
pleasures. 

Hiose  who  serve  in  the  army  or  in  the  navy  seldom  arrive 
at  any  extraordinary  rxrrllpncr  in  ritlirr  profession,  and  seem 
in  qff'neral  as  tmambitiuus  an  undtscj ving  of  nnlitary  fame. 
'1  hey  are  looked  upon  as  very  moderate  proficients  by  all  fo- 
reign officers :  and  if  sometimes  they  seem  to  pjsrfbmi  thdr 
duty  with  the  spirit  of  a  soldier,  they  are  rather  actuated  by 
the  principle  of  mere  obedience  and  the  dread  of  punishment, 
tiian  inspired  by  (Ir-  nohirr  motives  and  generous  impulse  of 
nu^aniniity  and  true  valour. 

'i'he  nobility,  in  common  with  the  inferior  classes,  arc  re- 
markable for  filial  piety ;  but  this  their  so  much  boasted  duty 
to  parents  seems  to  proceed  more  from  principles  of  de« 
pendance  and  slavery,  than  from  unmixed  affection  or  well- 
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founded  gratitude  ;  for  every  fallu  r,  in  the  little  sphere  of 
his  family,  is  as  despotic  as  the  s<»vereign,  in  his  larger  do- 
minion. But  this  virtue,  wltether  real  or  pretended,  is  Uie 
principal  one  which  they  practise;  they  have  not,  nor  do 
they  affect  to  have,  that  abhorrence  of  vice  and  dishonesty,- 
which  prevails  among  other  nations :  in  so  nnieh,  that  many, 
persons  retain  their  cm ployiltents,  nay  judicial  employments, 
though  notorious  for  the  most  inf  imons  iVauds  and  cruel  ex- 
tortions; for,  exceptin:;  a  few  and  those  in  the  his;hest  offices, 
the  rest  of  the  nation,  though  in  the  mom  of  greatness,  have 
all  the  corruptions  incident  to  a  declining  state, .  instead 
of  the  sterner  ^rirtues  which'  raise  an  empire  to  meridian 
glory. 

The  abject  court  and  adulation,  which  they  pay  to  mi- 
nions, ministers,  and  men  in  power,  are  intolerably  offensive  to 
every  mind  tliat  feels  for  freedom  and  indepehdence :  to  an 
Englishman  they  are  particularly  disgusting :  chiefly  atten- 
tive to  their  own  fortunes,  and  in  the  immediate  gratification 
of  persona!  vanity,  the  Russian  nobility  are  reganlless  of  pub- 
lic virtue,  and  improvident  of  posterity ;  preferring  the  smile 
of  a  courtier,  or  the  hollow  patronage  of  a  jfavourite,  to  the 
rational  pleasures  of  eqoal  society,  and  to  the  happiness  of 
conscious  virtue.  Their  fondness  for  external  honors  makes 
a  striking  part  of  their  character ;  there  are  few  of  them  who 
would,  not  sacrifice  the  most  solid  advantage  to  the  superficial 
decorations  of  a  ribl^nd  or  a  title  ;  so  much  attached  and  ac- 
customed are  they  to  these  ornaments,  that  a  foreigner,  how« 
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ever  great  his  meriU  is  but  little  respected  who  does  not 
wear  such  marks  of  distinctkm. 

From  hence  a  rig^d  observer  might  be  led  to  proooanc«  them 
a  nation  of  inconsistence,  contradiction,  and  paradox,  uniting 
in  themselves  the  inost  opposite  extremes  :  hating  the  stran- 
ger, they  copy  him  ;  atTecting  originality,  they  are  the  slaves 
of  imitation ;  magnificent,  and  slovenly ;  irrcligious,  yet  su- 
perstittoos :  at  once  proud  and  al^ect,  rapacious  and  piodi- 
gal,  equally  incapable  of  bebg  reformed  by  lenity,  or  cor- 
rected by  punishment.  The  severity  of  the  Empreas  Anne's 
reign  wrought  but  little  change  in  their  character  ;  not  has 
the  gentleness  of  subsequent  administrations  produced  any 
considerable  altcratiuu.  Perhaps  a  mistake  in  the  means 
rendered  their  labors  iDefiectual,  but  certainly  the  perfect  ci- 
vilisation of  this  class  would  be  a  more  difficult  task  tfiandiat 
of  the  peasants ;  for  bdng  advanced  Hius  far,  the  obstinac^ 
and  concent,  that  usually  attend  half  knowledge,  may  pre- 
vent them  from  advancing  Ikrther*  And  yet  vhcn  wc  reflect 
on  the  barbarism  of  our  own  and  of  other  countries  for  a  few 
centuries  past,  wc  mnv  be  induced  to  form  more  favourable 
conjectures  of  a  nation  who  are  far  from  being  destitute  of  ra- 
dical virtues.  A  docile  and  humane  peasantry,  such  as  I  have 
already  described  tfiem,  may  under  better  kws  be  moulded  into 
a  better  people.  Farther  instructions  may  wear  out  their  inve- 
teiate  superatition.  A  nobility  not  deficient  in  natural  abilities 
m'JSt  at  length  feel  their  errors  and  misconduct,  and  acqune 
that  good  sen?e  which  will  point  out  the  means  of  amend- 
ment.—Their  present  absurd,  ridiculous,  motley  manners  are 
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nuch  as  must  ever  arise  where  foppery  w  ingmftcd  on  igno- 
rance, and  ignoiance  grows  prcsumj)tuous  from  sudden  eleva- 
tion. Another  generation  may  melt  these  extremes  into  a 
more  consistent  mass.  The  Russians  may  one  day  become 
what  we  now  are,  and  notwithstjinding  our  present  boasted 
superiority,  we  may  possibly  relapse  into  that  barbarism  &om 
which  they  are  eDdeavouriog  to  emerge* 

Having  said  thus  nmch,  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  con- 
clude this  article  without  saying  a  few  words  of  the  female 
character,  m  a  oation  which  owes  a  large  share  of  its  gloiy  to 
iemale  reigns. 

The  women  of  the  lower  sort  still  retain  all  that  primaeval 
barbarism  of  submission  to  their  husbands,  which  has  been 
so  particularly  remarked  by  all  the.  aocient  obs^en  and 
travellers.  1'he  wives  of  the  buighers  or  merchaots  are  said, 
ia  general,  to  possess  most  of  those  virtues  or  qualities  irhich 
constitttie  ht  batmefetnme  du  vulgaire» 

Among  many  iu  high  life,  the  most  profligate  mannen 
and  unbounded  libertinism  prevail.  Female  chastity  indeed 
seldom  long  flourishes  in  a  gay  court,  nor  is  it  any  where 
much  respected,  unless  accompanied  with  other  virtues. 
Female  manners,  in  every  country  must  receive  a  strong 
tincture  from  those  of  the  men,  and  where  the  one  is  faulty 
the  other  cannot  remain  unimpeached.  In  Russia,  as  the 
instructioD  of  the  latter  is  usually  committed  to  French  ad- 
venturers, so  the  education  of  the  former  is  assigned  to 
French  governesses,  whose  incapacity  is  the  least  of  their 
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defects,  and  whose  former  situations  render  them  but  ill- 
qualified  for  so  important  a  trust.  Hence  it  is  that  in  taste, 
elegance,  and  accompHshraent,  the  Russian  ladies  arc  inferior 
to  the  fair  sex  of  the  neighboring  naiioiis.  Neglected  or 
corrupted  in  education,  and  destitute  of  resources  in  them- 
selves, thcv  naturally  fly  to  every  object  that  can  dissipate  or 
entertain  them.  Uninspired  by  sentiment,  inconstant  in  en- 
gagement, they  are  often  capricious,  nay  illiberal  in  their 
choice:  late  examples  of  such  indelicary  are  not  wauling, 
where  the  tcndere»t  attachments  have  given  way  to  the  lowest 
amours. 

They  are  vain,  light,  and  many  of  them  interested,  eagerly 
following  every  shadow  of  new  and  untried  amusetnetit,  bold 
and  adventurous  in  the  pursuits  of  ])leasure,  equally  regard- 
less of  danger  and  dishonor,  unabashed  by  detection,  and 
callous  to  reproach. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  consider  all  the  court  ladies,  as 
involved  in  this  harsh  description. 

Among  thcni  I  eouki  mention  some  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments of  their  sex,  and  have  only  to  lament  that  the  number 
is  coiiiparatively  so  few,  as  to  stand  but  an  exception  to  tlie 
general  character. 

To  delineate  the  character  of  a  nation  with  judgment  and 
fidelity  requires,  more  qualities  than  men  commonly  inherit 
from  nature,  or  can  acquire  by  study. 
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Iinpaitiality  is  a  first  principle,  and  where  tliat  is  wanting, 
learning  serves  but  to  mislead  and  ingenuitjjr  to  betray. 

To  be  iiec  fiom  prejudice  is  seldom  the  lot  of  humanity  ; 
and  if  ever  we  attain  to  such  perfection,  it  is  usually  when  we 
arc  too  lar  advanced  in  life  to  exert  it  with  vigour,  or  insure 
Us  success. 

Our  early  imprest  ideas  naturally  become  a  standard  for 
measuring  other  nations  by ;  all  that  comes  up  to  it  wc  in-  - 
sensibly  st^i^ip  a  merit  ui)on,  and  undervalue  witliout  scruple 
whatsoever  falls  below  it. — ^£veii  in  maturer  age  we  are  too 
apt,  like  children,  to  admire  or  dislike  those  thin^  which 
strike  us  as  unusual,,  and  rather  acquiesce  in  opinions  that 
grow  from  indolence  and  habit,  than  submit  to  the  task  of 
enquiry,  or  the  toil  of  research.  • 

If  under  circuinstances  like  these  we  attempt  a  subject  of 
this  nature,  we  at  best  can  only  acquire  the  praise  of  genius 
without  discernment,  and  of  ability  uninformed.  We  are 
defeated  by  our  own  confidence,  and  are  beaten  from  the 
field,  where  victory  would  have  attended  a  knowledge  of  the 
ground. 

lYhen  a  young  writer  is  indnstrious,  he  is  apt  to  grow  en- 
amoured of  imaginary  discoveries,  and  cherishes  an  opinion 
like  a  mistress  he  has  won :  thus  dflig^nce  may  give  birth  to 
fond  presumption,  and  obstinacy  become  the  result  of  his 
labor.  The  pdssions  too  at  that  age  are  strong  and  lively; 
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if  we  appear  to  diidaim  thdr  inflnence,  the  reader  ftci$  the 
recital  unpleasiii^  aldiongb  he  allows  it  to  be  just. 

In  niaforer  jreais  ve  new  maokind  with  severer  ejcs,  and 
oar  tempers  grow  sour  from  disappointment,  though  our  Judg< 
mrnt  is  improved  by  experience.    Tims  we  lose  on  one  hand 
what  we  gain  on  tlic  other,  Jind  gradually  dedine  iato  mo- 
.  roseness  whilst  we  are  advanciog  to  wisdom. 

Hence,  in  describing  the  manners  of  a  fomgn  people,  ve 
inust  proceed  with  delicacy  and  avoid  extremes.  Perplexity 
occurs  in  every  step ;  endeavouring  to  elude  danger,  we  iaU 

into  error  ;  aiming  at  eloquence,  we  lose  preeision  ;  and  dis- 
Ijustcd  by  vnliiar  opinionn,  are  seduced  by  ingenious  hypo- 
theses: even  candor  is  not  sufficient  here,  visiilancc  must 
guard  and  prudence  direct  us,  to  the  end  of  our  career. 

« 

After  mmtioniBg  the  difficulties  attending  a  task  of  this 
kind,  for  me  to  have  undertaken  it  may  perhaps  seem  to  de- 
mand an  excuse ;  but  apologies  arc  commonly  aukward,  and 

here  would  be  unavailing:  if  I  have  departed  from  truth, 
have  misrepresented  or  dis2;uised  her,  there  can  be  no  vindi- 
cation ;  but  if  I  have  cndcavonred  to  make  her  better 
kitown,  and  have  displayed  her  without  aduluiion  or  malig- 
nity, I  am  secure  of  Indulgence,  though  I  may  not  aspire  to 
applause. 

Having  thus  shewn  that  strong  marics  of  primaeval  rude* 
^ess  still  remain  in  eveiy  dass  of  tibis  jfveople^  it  may  be  ex- 
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p^ctcd  that  I  should  endeavour  to  trace  the  cansr,  and 
discover  the  source  of  their  long  continued  iiupert'ection. 

Many  ingenious  m( n  have  anmscci  themselves  in  devisinpj 
hypotliescs  and  torminir  conjectures,  why  the  Russians 
should  have  so  long  continued  in  barbarism  ;  why,  though 
emerging  from  it  for  a  century  past,  they  still  continue  tho 
least  virtuous  and  least  ingenious  nation'  in  Europe.  Some 
have  ascribed  it  to  the  cliuiate,  whilst  many  tliink  it  owing 
to  the  manner  of  educatioo,  and  otlien  attribute  it  to  the 
form  of  government. 

The  fifst  of  these  causes  seems  to  be  of  less  force  than  the 
other» ;  for  the  Swede  who  lives  under  the  same  parallel  cer- 
tainly bears  no  resemblance  to  the  Russian.  But  laying 
aside  the  physical  cause,  let  us  exapiine  for  a  moment  the 
moral  ones,  which  seem  to  have  more  weight :  we  have  seen 
that  the  people  continue  barbarous,  the  clergy  ignorant,  and 
that  the  nobleman  is  but  half  dviliaed ;  '  that  the  two  first  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  any  education  at  all,  whibt  the  latter 
had  better  have  none  than  that  which  he  has ;  as  it  is  neither 
calculated  to  make  him  useful  to  society,  nor  happy  and  vir- 
tuous in  himself. 

Yfe  shall  prove,  in  the  following  pages,  that  the  govern- 
ment has  always  been  despotic,  is  still  despotic,  and  likely 
long  to  continue  so :  if  then,  the  form  of  government  can  be 
supposed  to  influence,  or  rather  create,  the  mental  qualities 
and  temper  of  tlie  people,  the  Russians  must  remain  unal* 
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tercMd,  as  long  aa  the  fonn  of  government  continues  the 
same. 

De<;potism  can  never  long  flourish,  except  in  a  barbarous 
nation ;  but  to  despotism  Russia  owes  litr  s^eatness  and 
dominion  ;  so  that  it' over  the  nio  iarchy  becomes  marc  limited, 
she  will  lose  her  p()\^  cr  and  strength,  in  proportion  as  she  ad- 
vaoces  in  moral  virtue  aod  civil  improvement. 

It  will  therefore  always  be  the  interest,  as  it  has  over  been 
the  practice,  of  the  sovereign,  to  hold  the  scale  of  civilization 
in  his  own  hand,  to  check  every  improvement  where  it  might 
clash  with  his  authority,  and  encoura^  it  ouljr  when  subser- 
vient to  his  grandeur  and  glory. 

I  am  sen^ble  that  the  various  projects  of  the  present 
Empress  may  seem  to  contradict  what  1  have  said  above ; 
but  the  iact  is,  that  most  of  her  projects  are  impracticable  ; 
and  therefore  my  assertion  loses  nothing  of  its  weight.  Be^ 
sides,  should  the  least  inconvenience  arise  from  the  execution 
of  them,  the  Empress,  than  whom  no  sovereign  was  evier 
more  jealous  or  tenacious  of  her  authority,  can  suppress  them 
with  a  nod,  or  overthrow  them  with  a  breath. 

Though  the  form  of  govcpiment  certainly*  is,  and  will  al- 
ways be,  the  principal  cause  of  the  want  of  virtue  and  genius 
in  this  country,  as  illaking  the  motives  of  one,  and  the  re- 
wards of  both,  depend  upon  accident  and  caprice;  yet  there 
arc  many  others,  the  examination  of  which  might  prove  a 
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source  of  very  ingenious  investigation  to  the  curious  cnquiivr. 
I  must,  however,  confess,  that  luj  own  consideration  of  these 
points  has  never  been  attended  with  any  great  degree  of 
ckiuonstration,  or  conviction  to  myself.  In  moral  and  j)oli- 
tical  as  well  as  in  iiielaj>h}sical  and  theological  researches, 
there  is  nearly  the  same  incertitude;  and  th()Uii;li  we  may 
amuse  ourselves  with  the  sjjeculation  of  secoiul  causes,  wo 
niust  still  remain  ignorant  of  the  fn-st  :  we  are  hi  wildercd  in 
our  pursuit,  and  at  the  moment  we  think  the  chase  within 
our  reach,  it  mocks  our  eagerness  aod  vanishes  trooi  our 
view. 

•I  shall,  therefore,  rather  turn  my  attention  to  the  general 
history  of  this  empire,  ivhich  has  less  perplexity,  and  particu- 
larly remark  the 'great  events  and  revolutions  which,  either 
in  thctoselves  or  in  their  conBecfaences,  have  produced  even 
the  small  6(  civili^tion,  to  which  Russia  is  arrived  at 

the  present  peiod. 

View  of  the  Russian  History . 

The  ancient  history  of  Russia,  like  that  of  all  other  na- 
tions, IS  involved  in  darkness  and  uncertainty,  and  is  only 
known  from  the  mention  made  of  it  by  its  civilized 
neighbors. 

We  learn  from  the  Bytantme  History,  that  in  the  year  987i 
Volodimer,  sovereign  of  Muscovy,  espoused  the  princess 
Anna,  sister  to  the  Greek  emperor  Basilius  Porpbyogenitus ; 
that  he  himself  embraced  the  religion  of  his  consort,  and 
established  Christianity  by  edict  through  all  his  dominions. 
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What  n  Terjr  lemailuible,  his  subjects  coafonned  to  it  with- 
out the  least  murmur  or  opposition  ;  which  prores  that  they 

were  at  that  time  either  sunk  into  the  pT"^^""^^  sttipidity,  or 
the  most  nhicrt  slavery  :  for  there  is  not  to  be  found,  in  all 
history,  a  parallel  inRtiince,  %vhere  a  new  inoilc  of  belief, 
however  excellent  and  eligible,  was  so  quietl/  and  so  univer- 
sally imposed  upon  a  whole  naticm. 

Thb  introduction  of  Christianity  marks  tlie  first  epocha  of 

humanizing  the  Russians ;  who,  probably,  at  that  period 
differed  little  jfrom  the  Samojedes  and  Jjaplanders  of  the 
present  time. 

Volodimer  divided  his  dominions  among  his  sons»  wlio  sub< 
divided  them  amongst  theirs.  Russia  being  thus  broken  into 
a  number  of  little  prindpalittes,  independent  of,  and  in 

enmity  with  each  other,  easily  fell  a  prey  to  the  power  of  the 
Tartars ;  who,  though  they  permitted  it  to  Ije  still  governed 
by  its  own  priiiees,  imposed  the  most  rigorous  conditions  on 
them,  nnH  exacted  the  perfoniiance  with  unrelenting  tyranny, 
during  the  space  of  two  hundred  years. 

At  length,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  there 

arose  a  prince  of  invincible  courage,  and  of  uncommon  ta- 
lents for  his  a^c  and  rnnntiy,  John  BasilowicU  the  fii^t ;  who, 
by  \  anous  arts  and  accidents,  reunited  in  his  person  the  whole 
monarchy  of  his  great  aiu  t  stor,  Volodimer.  Ho  married 
Sophia  the  daughter  of  1  homas  l^aleologus,  prince  of  Achaia. 
Tliis  alliance  proved  one  of  tlie  sources  of  the  greatness 
of  Basilowich,  and  of  the  deliverance  of  Russia ;  for  Sophia, 
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wlio  was  a  woman  of  a  spirit  congenial  to  her  husband's,  in- 
dignant of  the  l*artar  yoke,  soon  conceived  the  meant  of  sbiik- 
ing  it  off,  and  immediately  put  them  in  execution :  she  invited 
to  her  court  many  excellent  Greek  officers  and  expert  en* 
gineers,  who  instructed  her  subjects  in  the  use  of  artillery, 
then  little  known  to  the  Muscovites,  but  totally  ui)kaown  to 
the  Tartars. 

Basilowich,  now  sensible  of  these  advantages,  fired  with 
the  love  of  glory,  and  thirsting  for  revenge,  not  only  re- 
nounced all  vassalage  to  the  Tartars,  but  from  being  a  tribu- 
tarj  became  a  conqueror;  and  with  astonidiing  rapidity 
overran  the  dominions  of  his  former  masters ;  dethroned  the 
Csar  of  Casan,  and  added  that  kingdom  to  bis  own.  He 
then  turned  his  arms  against  the  Poles,  over  whom  he  g^ed 
many  victories,  and  concluded  all  his  great  expldii  by  the 
important  conquest  of  Novogorod,  which  opuloit  and  ilou- 
rishiug  republic  he  incorporated  with  the  rest  of  hts  do- 
minions. 

k 

*> 

i 

Tliis  period  forms  a  second  epocha  of  civili^tion.  The  r 
princess  Sophia  revived  the  improvements,  Avliich  were  intro-  ; 
duced  in  tlie  time  of  Volodimer,  and  had  lain  buried  during 
the  tyranny  of  the  Tartars :  she  was  a  woman  ofirieat  talents 
hereelf ;  and  knowing  how  to  value  and  cncouratre  those  of 
otlu  rs,  she  invited  to  her  court  numbers  <'f  foreign  arti^its  and 
learned  men,  for  the  instruction  of  her --  u hirs  ts,  for  tlie  boJien- 
ing  of  their  manners,  and  ejilifrhtcnmg  thcjr  mmris.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  at  this  very  period,  whilst  the  Greek  empire 
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iras  torn  up  ftom  its  foundations*  tlie  Rusriln  monarchjr 
struck  deep  the  roots  of  her  subsequent  greatness  and  do- 
minion. 

Basil  Iwanowich,  who  mounted  the  throne  in  1505,  not 
oiil_y  made  no  new  conquests  himself,  but  lost  a  great  p;irt  of 
those  which  hud  been  acquired  by  Im  lather.  xU ter  an  in- 
glorious and  stormy  reign  of  thirty  years,  he  died  in  1535, 
leaving  an  infant  son  to  inherit  his  desolated  empire. 

This  in&nt  proved  to  be  a  great  man,  and  by  his  wisdom, 
fesolution  and  activity,  repaired  the  fauhs  of  his  father,  and 
even  surpassed  the  f^lory  of  his  grandfather.  Under  this  nio- 
•narch,  the  possession  of  Casan  was  fully  secured,  and  tlic 
kingdoms  ot  Siberia  and  Astracan  were  conquered  and  united 
to  liussia. 

Trom  ihb  reign  we  may  date  another  sem  of  civilisation. 
In  1559,  the  discovery  of  Archangel  was  made  by  the  Eng- 
lish, which  opened  a  new  door  to  knowledge  and  improve- 
ment. The  Czar,  John  liasiluwich  the  second,  seems  to  have 
had  very  just  and  extensive  notions  of  trade  in  general,  and 
of  the  advantage  s  that  muat  in  f>articular  r^ult  to  his  owu 
barbarous  euipiie,  from  the  proper  eocouragement  of  it ;  he 
therefbre  invited  the  English  merchants  to  settle  in  his  domi- 
nions, granted  them  considendile  privi1^;es,  and  loaded  them 
with  honors  and  caresses.  "Whilst  I  observe  that  this  con- 
duct of  his  was  entirely  contrary  to  the  advice  and  opinion 
of  his  boiars  and  couosellon,  I  caiinot  avoid  al&o  renuuking. 
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tliat  ill  tliis  country  at  least,  the  sovereigns  have  frequeatly 
been  Uiuch  wiser  than  my  of  tlieir  8ub)ects. 

John  Ba»ilowich,  though  himself  a  barbarian,  ^^•as  so  sen- 
sible of  his  country's  barbarism,  that  he  dispatclicd  an  extra- 
ordinary embassy  to  the  emperor  Charles  the  fifth,  the  prin- 
cipal intention  of  which  was  to  request  him  to  send  to  Russia 
not  only  artists  and  artizans  to  improve  and  polish  his  people, 
but  also  wise  and  experienced  statesmen  for  the  instmr  tton 
of  himself:  he  made  the  same  application  to  <|ueen  JbilijEa- 
beth;  nay,  went  still  farther;  for,  despairing  to  find  a  proper 
wife  in  hb  own  country,  he  earnestly  intieated  that' princess 
to  send  him  a  consort  from  Englaod. 

He  was  succeeded,  in  1584,  by  his  son  Theodore  Iwanowicb, 
who  dying  without  issue,  the  race  of  Volodimer  became  ex« 
tinct  in  the  male  line.  This  period  of  the  Muscovite  history 
is  a  'tissue  of  the  most  abominable  crimes,  of  the  cruellest  ra- 
pines, and  most  horrid  massacres,  committed  or  authorised 
by  the  pretenders  and  usurpers  of  the  throne  of  the  Csars. 
Boris  Gudanoff,  his  son  Theodore,  the  ^se  Demetriuses,  Basil 
Chiouski  and  Uladislas  of  Poland,  were  all  sovereigns  of  Rus- 
sia, either  together  or  by  turns,  within  the  space  of  fourteen 
years.  At  length,  the  other  competitors  being;  destroyed, 
Uladislas  remained  alone.  '  15ut  the  Russians,  disdaining  tlie 
government  of  a  foreign  prince,  renounced  all  allegiance  to 
him,  expelled  the  Poles,  and  2)rocceded  10  the  election  of  a 
new  Czar. 
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They  chose  Michael  Theodorowich,  of  tlie  house  of  Roma- 
noff,  and  descended  by  the  feoiales  irom  the  race  of  Volo- 
dimer.  He  was  a  prioce  of  great  irisdom  and  moderation, 
and,  afler  a  prosperous  and  happy  reign  of  upwards  of  thirty 
years,  died  in  164(3,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  only  son  • 
Alexis  Michaeiowich. 

This  monarch  was  not  inferior  in  talents  and  capacity  to 
any  of  his  predecessors.  He  added  tiie  fine  provinces  of 
Plescow  and  Smolensko  to  his  dominions,  and  secured  to 
Russia  the  dependence  of  the  Ukraine,  which  important 
countfy  had,  till  his  time,  been  subject  to  Poland.  He  re> 
ibnned  the  laws  of  his  empire  which  he  modelled  ioto  a  re* 
gular  code ;  and  had  sense  and  spuit  enough  to  repress  the 
ambition  of  the  patriaicb,  and  to  oppose  the  usurpations  of 
the  diurch. 

The  establishment  of  the  principal  manufoctnres  was  begun 
during  his  i<eign ;  and  the  first  idea  of  regular  military  disci- 
pline was  given  to  Uie  Russians,  by  the  generals  Gordon, 
Leslie  and  Dalziel.  Equally  attentive  to  arts  and  aims,- 
Alexis  encouraged  learning  and  commerce,  at  the  same  timd 
that  be  was  en^ged  in  war,  and  extending  his  territories  t 
be  saw  that  trade  was  the  true  fountain  of  riches  and  domi- 
nion, and  already  cherished  the  ambition  of  being  a  maritime 
power,  and  of  forming  fleets  on  the  Black  sea,  and  on  the 
Caspian.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  great  and  magnanimous 
prince,  and  laid  the  fouudation  of  that  immense  influence  and 
power  on  which  Peter  afterwards  built  his  giory. 
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Alexis  died  in  I676,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Theo- 
dore, by  wiiose  deatli  williout  issue,  in  I68S,  his  brotbei'S 
Jolm  and  Peter,  became  joint  sovereigns. 

John,  being  a  prince  equally  infirm  in  body  and  mind,  had 
no  other  share  in  the  government  than  the  insertion  of  his 
name  in  all  acts  of  state ;  and,  dying  in  1696,  left  Peter  sole 
Czar  and  monarch  of  the  Muscovite  empire. 

Tliis  reign  forms  the  grand  ccra  of  that  reformation  which, 
though  much  more  extensive  lhau  liiv.  j)reccding,  is  falsely 
believed  to  have  totally  changed  and  civilized  the  whole 
Russian  nation.  Peter,  though  endowed  with  strong  natural 
abilities,  and  with  wonderful  talents,  yet,  like  tnost  Russians 
I  liavc  met  with,  he  possessed  not  the  (liscriininaliiig  taculty, 
that  divine  sagacity  which  explores  tiie  diamond  ni  the  mine, 
seizes  its  value,  and  at  once  decides  amidst  various  degrees 
of  excellence,  vvlucli  Li  most  excellent. 

To  the  want  of  tliis  power  are  to  be  attributed  all  the  im-  ' 
perfections  which  his  plans  were  attended  with :  for,  in  the 
ardour  of  altemtion  and  improvement,  he  iudiscriminately 
adopted  a  thousand  foreign  customs  and  Institutions,  without 
regafdiog  time,  place,  propiiety,  or  circumstance:  instead 
of  forming  his  people  upon  originality,  he  molded  them  into 
imitators,  and  injudiciously  deprived  them  of  their  ancient 
chanurter,  without  ascertaining  the  practicability  of  giving 
them  a  better.  ■ 


uiyui^cj  by  Google 


54  EXTRACT  FROM 

lie  was,  notAviilistandini:,  a  very  great  man  ;  to  him 
luis^ia  owes  the  aecjui^ition  of  Ingria,  Livonia,  I'iStlionia, 
ami  Finhind  ;  to  him  slie  owes  the  creation  oi  her  marine, 
jmd,  finally,  to  him  she  owes  that  nnUtary  strength  and 
pohtica]  inrtiienrr,  whirli  renders  her,  at  this  day,  the  pre- 
dominating^ power  of  tiie  north  ;  which  eiiahles  her  to  give 
law  to  many  ot"  her  neighbours,  and  to  command  the  attentioa 
aud  respect  oi  the  most  distant  powers. 

After  his  death,  which  happened  in  1725,  Uie  momentum* 
which  he  had  given  to  the  machine  of  government,  still  im- 
pelled it  onward  with  considerable  force,  dining  the  reigns 
of  his  successors,  the  Empress  Catherine,  liis  widow,  and 
Peter  the  Second,  his  grandson ;  the  fonner  of  whom  died  in 
1737>  and  the  latter  in  17dO. 

According  to  the  order  of  succession  established  by  Peter 
the  Great,  the  crown  should  have  descended  to  the  duke  of 
Hdstein  Gottorp,  son  of  his  eldest  daughter  Anna  Petrowna; 
which  prince  we  have  since  seen  upon  the  Russian  throne : 
but,  as  he  was,  at  that  time,  an  infant,  and  as  great  dis- 
advantages, if  not  dangers,  were  to  be  apprehended  from  a 
minority,  it  was  determined  by  the  principal  noblemen  and 
persons  in  authority  to  call  to  the  succession  the  princess 
Anna  Iwanowna,  dutchess  dowager  of  Courland,  daughter 
of  John  Alexiowich,  elder  Iffother  to  Peter  the  Great.  This 
they  did  under  the  pretence  of  a  nuncupative  will,  said  to  be 
made  by  the  Cm;  who,  ,as  was  asserted,  had  passed  over 
his  nephew  of  Plolstein,  on  account  of  his  youth,  and  his 
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sister  Elizabeth,  on  account  of  her  levity  and  iovc  of  plc.i- 
8urc,  and  had  constituted  \ih  cousin^  the  abovemeotiODcd 
Anna  Iwanowuay  his  successor  to  the  empire. 

Tliis  princess,  who  had  an  elder  sister,  the  dutchess  of 
Mecklenbourg,  then  living,  not  to  mention  the  title  of  others, 
was  out  of  all  the  rules  of  iaherttance ;  but  having  a  manly 
spirit  and  a  strong  discernment,  immediately  accepted  the 
pretended  will  of  Peter  the  second.  Those  who  called  her  to 
the  succession  had  limited  power,  ^  ^f  she  signed  without 
scruple  all  the  conditions  prescribed,  and  mounted  the  throne 
of  the  Csais  without  opposition. 

She  found  her  empire  -without  treasure  or  ability,  the 
grandeur  of  Russia  impaired,  the  splendor  of  her  crown 
already  sullied,  and  her  own  prerogative  degraded  and  con> 
fined  :  but  she  soon  vindicated  the  imperial  authority,^  she 
filled  the  great  offices  with  accomplished  statesmen,  and 
placed  eiperienced  generals  at  the  head  of  her  armies.  It  is 
true  these  statesmen  and  generals  were  chiefly  foreigners; 
but  under  her  auspices  they  served  Russia  with  the  aflfection 
of  natives,  with  undoubted  fidelity,  and  the  most  signal 
success. 

This  great  princess  was  the  arbiter  of  the  north,  and  by  her 

victories  towards  the  south  shook  the  foundations  of  the 

Ottoman  empire ;  she  rendered  Courland'  and  Poland  totally 

dependent  upon  Russia ;  the  one  for  its  dnkes,  and  the  other 

for  its  kings ;  she  greatly  augmented  the  commerce  of  her 
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subjects  by  a  judicious  treaty  witli  Great  T5i  itaiii ;  and  having 
reigned  ten  years,  with  uinivalled  rLpulation,  having  re- 
estaMi^ln  d  the  peace  ol  lier  empire,  and  settled  tlie  sue- 
et.ssiuu  in  licr  own  braneli,  slie  died  in  the  luhiess  oi  her 
glory,  leaving  ten  millions  rouijl  >  in  iier  coffers,  being  the 
greatest  treasure  that  had  ever  been  posbeiised  at  any  one  time 
by  my  of  her  predecessors. 

She  has  Ix^en  accused  of  seventy,  if  not  of  cruelty  ;  but» 
surely,  without  good  foundation;  for  necessity  and  tho  love 
of  justice  fully  authorized  all  those  measures  of  her  reign, 
which  have  been  represented  as  rigorous  and  sanguinary:  she 
had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  temper  of  her 
subjects,  and  she  governed  them  according  to  that  know- 
ledge; she  had  weakness  but  for  one  mao»  and  him  we  may 
proiKmsoe  a  truly  great  man, 

Biren  and  Osterman  were  her  ministers,  Munnich,  Keith 
and  Lacey  were  her  generals. — ^What  an  elogium ! 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  more  modem 
part  of  the  Russian  history :  I  shall  only  obserre,  that  the  Em- 
press Anne  s  eldest  sister  Catherine  Iwanowna,  wife  of  Cliaries 
duke  of  Mecklenbourg,  died  in  1733,  and  left  one  daughter, 
who,  in  ]739>  marrying  Anthony  Ulrick,  prince  of  Bruns- 
wick Bevem»  had  by  bim  a  son,  John,  bom  the  ISth  day 
of  August,  1740;  which  son  the  Empress  Anne  appointed 
her  successor,  flatteiing  herself  with  hopes  of  securing  the 
empire  to  her  own  branch  by  this  settlement. 
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Hie  cOQTulsians  in  the  government,  which  happened  soon 
■Aer  her  death,  are  wdl  koowa,  and  every  one  is  informed 
of  the  disgrace  of  Biren,  and  his  banishment  into  Siberia ;  of 
the  maniler  in  which  the  Emperor's  mother  assumed  the  reins 
of  the  regencj ;  and,  finally,  how  the  infant  Emperor  himself 
was  dethioned,  and  sent  with  his  whole  family  into  a  cruel 
exile. 

This  great  revolution  happened  in  the  night  of  the  5th  of 
December,  1741;  and  on  the  6th,  Elissabeth  Petrpwna 
mounted  the  throne  of  her  fiither.  Tliis  princess  reigned  up- 
wards of  twenty  years,  and  enjoyed  during  her  lifetime  a 
much  higher  reputation  than,  she  merited.  Equally  ignorant 
of  the  principles  of  government,  and  of  the  character  of  her 
subjects,  capricious  and  unjust,  she  abolished  capital  punish- 
ment, and  yet  retained  the  use  of  the  torture.  Her  tender 
mereiet  were  cruel 

Tliough  she  affected  the  praise  of  humanity,  and  was  even 
so  vain  as  to  order  Elisabeth  The  Clement  to  be  inscribed  on 
her  medals ;  she,  by  no  means,  jnerited  that  illustrious  title ; 
for  under  her  reign,  and  by  her  order,  the  most  barbarous 
and  wanton  scene  of  cruelty  was  acted  that  ever  dbgraced  the 
annals  of  any  nation,  and  which  sufficiently  disproves  the 
pretended  civilisation  of  this.  Two  ladies  of  the  highest 
rank,  eminent  for  their  wit  and  extraordinary  beauty,  guilty 
of  no  real  crime,  (whatever  was  pietended,-r-)  were  exposed 
almost  naked  to  tiie  public  view  on  a  scaffold,  suffered  the 
most  inhuman  infliction  of  the  knout,  and  had  their  tongues 
cut  out  with  every  circumstance  of  the  most  outrageous. 
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brutality.  This  borrid  tmgedy  was  peribrined  at  St.  Peten* 

bourg  on  tlic  daj  of  1743,  by  the  command  of 

Elixabeth  The  Cieme^t. 

Tllis  princess  had  all  the  extremes  of  f'rniiile  pride  and 
weakness  ;  she  was  vaia  of  her  own  charin:>  beyond  all  credi- 
bility, and  so  jealous  of  those  of  others,  tliat  at  her  court, 
beauty  was  an  unpardonable  crime.  Abandoning  herself  to 
every  excess  of  intemperance  and  lubricity,  she  was  inflexibly 
severe  to  those  who,  imitating  her  example,  permitted  them- 
selves the  same  indulf^ences;  prodi<ial,  pusillanimous,  vin- 
dictive, and  inconstant.  Such  is  the  real  character  of  "EHza- 
bcth,  which  has  been  so  imich  mistaken,  aiul  misrepresented 
by  many,  wi»o  liave  not  had  o])purlunUies  of  being  truly 
infonned.  It  is  not  to  gratify  malignity,  or  from  an  afiecta* 
ticm  of  singohirity,  but  merely  from  a  lore  of  justice,  that  I 
have  painted  this  princess  in  these  cotours;  I  would  not 
wantonly  tear  the  chaplct  from  her  brows;  but  the  incite- 
.  roents  (o  virtue  are  destroyed  when  we  adorn  vice  and  folly 
with  the  wreaths  of  honor. 

Under  the  government  of  Elizabeth,  Russia  not  only  still 
maintained,  but  considerably  augmented  her  power  and  im- 
portance; It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  most  glorious 
period  of  her  reign  was  neither  distinguished  by  military 
talenb),  nor  civil  abilities ;  that  alliances  were  made  without 
ministers,  and  victories  gained  wilhovii  gciierals ;  those, 
who  know  the  chancellor  Woronsjoff,  and  the  marshals 
iiuiturlin  and  Soltikoff,  must  allow  thb  to  be  no  exag- 
geration.' 
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ElizabtjLh  dying  on  Christinas  day  I76I.  Peter  the  thiici, 
duke  of  liolstcin  Gottorp,  and  son  of  her  elder  sister,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ciowa.  His  education  had  been  sluimcfuUy 
neglected  in  hjs  youth ;  no  care  liad  been  taken  to  teach  or 
improve  him  either  by  precept  or  example ;  tliey  gave  liirn 
flatterers  for  friends,  and  buftboiis  lor  companions :  in  cliild- 
hood  they  treated  him  as  a  man,  in  manhnod  they  amused 
him  hke  a  child.  Thus,  though  born  to  empire,  Jie  wns  never 
formed  to  it,  and  the  defects  of  nature  were  suftered  to  re- 
main in  him  uncorrected  by  education  or  instruction. 

I  shall  pass  over  the  short  vc'i^rn  of  this  unfortunate  prince, 
whose  intentions  were  excellent,  though  his  understanding 
\v  as  weak ;  whose  condescension  and  generosity  to  his  sub- 
jects deserved  mere}',  if  not  gi'atitude ;  and  whose  cruel  ca* 
tastrophe  clouds  the  splendor  of  the  present  reign. 

Catherine  tlie  sccor<I.  ^vns  proclaimed  Empress  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  June  1762.  As  I  shall  speak  more  parti- 
cularly of  her  in  another  place,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
observing  here,  that,  in  genius,  knowledge,  and  application, 
she  is  greatly  superior  to  any  of  her  subjects.  By  her  wis< 
dam  and  courage,  she  lias  niised  Russia  to  the  hi^iest  pitch  of 
glory  and  power ;  she  has  reinstated  Biren  in  the  dutchj  of 
Courland,  and  given  a  king  to  Poland ;  she  has  annihilated 
the  French  ascendancy  at  the  courts  of  Copenhagen  and 
StockhoUn,  and  now  piincipaUj  Influences,  if  she  does  not 
absolutely  direct,  all  their  political  operations. 
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At  the  same  time  that  she  extends  her  predominancy  to 
ibreign  natioQ8»  she  is  particularly  attentive  to  domestic 
policy  and  improvement.  Like  Peter  the  great,  she  laments 
the  barbarism  of  her  subjects,  and  wishes  to  reform  them  ; 
but  whether  the  plans  wliich  she  has  adopted  are  well  cal- 
culated for  that  purpose,  and  whether  they  will  be  attended^ 
with  the  expected  success,  must  be  left  for  time  to  deter- 
mine :  I  cannot,  ho>vever,  a\*oid  imagining,  from  the  know-^ 
ledge  I  have  of  her  instruments,  (hat  many  of  her  projects 
•will  either  be  very  ill  executed,  or  never  executed  at  alh 
others  are  impracticable,  or  if  practicable  at  any  time,  are 
certainly  not  so  at  this. 

Thus  I  have  taken  a  short  and  cunory  view  of  the  history 
of  this  great  empire,  in  which  we  have  seen  the  slow  progress 
of  civilization ;  and  that  though  it  was  always  advancing  in 
some  degree,  ever  since  the  time  of  John  Basilowich  the 
first,  yet  it  did  not  take  any  very  considerable  strides,  till 
the  reigns  of  Alexis  and  Peter,  under  whose  government  ma- 
nu&ctures  were  first  established,  and  regular  military  disci- 
pline introduced ;  but  even  the  improvements  of  these  reigns  - 
'  and  also  of  the  subsequent,  were  chiefly  directed  to  conquest 
and  dominion :  m  such  points,  indeed,  they  very  fully  suc- 
ceeded, but  tliey  neither  awakened  the  genius,  nor  exalted 
the  soul.  The  want  of  those  efiects  sufiidently  prove  our  for- 
mer proposition,  that  the  despotism  of  the  government  was, 
and  still  is  the  capital  obstacle.  Most  of  the  sovereigns  of 
Russia  have  been  great  men,  such  also  might  probably  have 
been  many  of  their  subjects,  had  they  dared  to  give  play  to 
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tlieir  powers,  or  had  the}'  felt  themselves  ia  those  situations 
vhich  call  forth  the  display  of  talents  and  virtue :  situaUoiis 
which  rarely  exist  in  absolute  but  are  every  day  exerted  in 
limited  monarchies. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  chapter  without  taking  notice  that» 
since  the  pretended  ci\ iliisation  oF  tliis  country,  there  have 
happened  three  such  revolutions  as  the  ancient  history  of 
the  Roman  Emperors,  or  the  modern  of  the  Ottoman  Sul- 
tans, can  only  parallel. 

In  many  points*  indeeti,  there  is  a  strong  n^somblance  be- 
tween the  Musix>yites  and  the  Orientals:  the  history  of 
favourites  and  ministers  in  Russia  is  the  history  of  bashaws 
and  grand  \  isirs  in  Turkey.  Menchikoff  was  disgraced  and 
banished  by  Dolgorouki,  Dolgorouki  by  Biren,  Biren  by 
Munnicli,  Munmdi  by  Lestock,  and  Lcstock  by  Bestoucheff, 
who  in  his  turn  was  exiled  also.  Of  all  these  untortunate 
statesmen  thcic  were  but  four  remaining]:  alive  at  the  ac- 
cession  of  Peter  the  third ;  Bestoucheff  was  the  only  one  who 
found  no  favour  from  him,  and  indeed  he  had  not  merited 
any  ;  but  the  others  Biren,  Munnich  and  Ivcstork  were  re- 
called and  received  with  distinction.  Peter  the  third,  whose 
levity  was  equal  to  his  good-nature,  invited  them  to  the  im- 
perial table  and  reconciled  them  to  each  other :  it  is  said  by 
'  thoafe  who  were  present,  that  the  interview  of  these  three  ex- 
traordinary perBonages  was  uncommonly  entertaining,  and  that 
their  embanassment,  concern,  eicuses,  professions  and  em« 
braces,  were  comic  to  the  highest  degree. 
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PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  RUSSIA. 

OF  THE  £STABLISU£]>  CUURCU. 

'X'hE  religion  of  Btumr,  properly  so  called,  is  that  of 
the  Eastern  or  Grnek  church;  notwithstanding  ther^  ate, 
in  flie  extensive  dominions  of  the  Russian  empire,  a  great 

many  tlifFcrcnt  sects  of  Christians,  as  well  as  a  ^at  number 
of  Mahometans  and  Pagans :  and  though  no  persons  are 
excluded  from  any  employment  or  office  under  the  govern- 
ment on  account  of  their  religious  principles,  except  Jews ; 
yet  as  the  Sovereign  and  Imperial  Family  do  always  con- 
form to  the  Greek  church,  and  it  is  not  permitted  that  any 
Russian  should  dc|}art  from  it,  who  was  educated  in  it^  it 
may  with  propriety  be  called  the  national  or  ta^bS^ed 
reli^on. 

0/  the  Doctrine  «f  the  Rt$ttian  Church. 

Tbs  doctrine  of  the  Russian  church  is  contained  in  a  book 
called,  A  Confession  of  the  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Faith 
of  the  Greeks  and  Russians,  i.  e.  of  the  whole  F^stcrn  or 
Greek  Church."  Tliis  confession  was  confinned  by  the 
patiiarchs  of  Alexandria,  Anlioch,  and  Jerusalem,  on  .the 
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dcventli  of  March,  1643;  and  afterwards  revised  and  re- 
publislicJ  ill  tbe  reign  of  the  late  iimpress  Anne,  ia  Sep- 
tember 1734. 

Tlie  whole  is  oddly  divided  Into  three  parts,  faith,  hope, 
and  chariti)  : — faith  is  subdivided  into  the  twelve  articles  of 
the  Nicene  creed,  and  the  seven  sacranaents  t^hope  into  the 
Lord's  prayer,  and  the  nine  beatitudes:  and  under  charity 
are  contained  the  ten  commandments;  the  seven  gifts  of  tlie 
Holy  Ghost;  the  nine  precepts  of  the  Church;  the  seven 
deadly  sins  ;  seven  charities  to  the  bodie-s ;  seven  charities  to 
the  souls  of  men  ;  tlie  fruits  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  occasioning 
the  sins  of  others,  and  the  four  last.  Death,  Judgment, 
Hell,  and  Heaven. 

The  primary  object  of  religious  worship  is,  undoubtedly, 
the  Supreme  Being:  they  hold  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity, 
but  that  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeds  from  the  Father  only. 
Thej  pay  also  a  secondary  adoration  to  the  Holy  Vii^n, 
to  the  twelve  apostles,  and  to  a  vast  number  of  saints,  with 
which  their  calendar  abounds :  but  they  deny  that  they  adore 
them,  as  believing  them  to  be  gods ;  the  homage  paid  to 
them  being  only  a  respect  due  to  those  who  are  admitted  to 
administer  to  the  Deity,  and  thinking  it  more  modest  and 
more  available  for  them  to  intercede  with  God  in  their  favour, 
than  to  address  themselves  immediately  to  him.  They  assert 
also,  that  they  are  clearly  distinguished  from  idolaten,  not- 
withstanding their  pmyiog  to  these  saints,  and  burning  incense 
to  them :  nor  are  guilty  of  any  breach  of  the  second  com* 
roandment,  which  stands  in  their  decalogue,  in  bowing  to 
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their  pictures,  becanw  the  dengn  of  ]tfoies^  ajcoofdJng  to 
thenit  in  prahiliitibg  the  making  or  bowing  down  to  graven 

images,  was  solely  to  prohibit  worshipping  the  idols  of  the 
gentiles,  which  tlie  gentiles  bcHeved  to  be  gods  ;  whereas 
they  themselves  adjnit  no  graven  image,  ail  being  painted 
with  culuurs. 

Fredestiaatioa  and  trAiwufastantiation  are  also  doctrines 
of  their  «:hurch;  and  ^  latter  is  maintained  as  strenuoiMlj 
as  by  die  papists. 

OJ  the  Service  of  i/ie  Church* 

Thbrs  are  three'  liturgies  used  in  their  public  service; 

in  common  they  use  the  liturgy  of  St.  Chrysostom,  and  on 
particular  holidays  those  of  St.  l^asil  or  of  St.  Gregory.  The 
style  of  the  ciiurch  service  diilers  considerably  from  that  of 
ordinary  conversation,  and  therefore  not  being  understood  by 
the  people  in  general,  they  arc  not  able  to  make  ail  the  re> 
spouses,  bat  join  in  tlw  worship  by  saying,  "  Lofd,  have 
mercy  upon  me:"  bowing  at  the  same  time,  and  crosnng 
themselves  on  the  forehead  first,  then  on  the  breast,  then  on 
the.  right  shoulder,  and  then  on  the  left ;  thereby  making 
the  figure  of  the  rmss :  and  with  the  thumb,  the  first  and 
middle  finger,  by  the  three  tingcrs  signifying  the  'i'rinity. 

Hie  service  is  partly  read  and  partly  chanted,  but  no  m\i* 
sical  instraments  are  admitted :  the  epistles  and  gospels  and 
select  passages  ham  scripture  are  also  read,  but  in  the  style 
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of  tlio  cliiiicli ;  which,  fre(|ucntly,  is  not  undcrstootl  even  by 
the  priests  oflicialing,  who,  nevertheless,  have  a  knack  <>t 
runuing  over  the  words  very  fast,  in  a  loud  voice,  wilhcjut 
either  stops  or  emphasis.   Sometimes  they  read  a  homily  of 
St.  Chryaoetom,  and  sometiines  they  have  lennons  in  parti- 
cular cbuidies  but  very  rarely ;  for  no  one  is  permitted  to 
preach,  without  a  special  licence  for  that  purpose.  Doting 
the  service,  the  priests  or  some  officiating  deacons  frequently 
perfume  tlic  confrregation  with  incense,  and  sprinkle  them 
with  holy  Mater,  wliic  h  are  much  used  in  all  their  religious 
ceremonies.    The  congregation  never  sit,  nor  often  kneel; 
they  express  .heir  outward  adoration  by  bowing  and  crossing 
themselves;  and  some  as  penances,  others  fiom  a  principle 
of  devotion,  bow  so  low  as  to  beat  their  foreheads  against  the 
floor. 


Of  the  Timts  of  fVorthip^  and  of  the  Fa$ta  and  FesthaU. 

The  hours  of  the  ordinary  daily  service  are  in  tbe  morn- 
ing very  eaily ;  for  mattins  at  noon ;  and  in  the  evening  for 
vespen. 

The  observation  of  fasts  and  festivals  constitutes  an  essen- 
tial part  of  their  dcx  otion  lioth  public  an<l  p"*'^^*^'  ^^^^ 
former  exceed  in  number  and  severity  those  of  the  papists. 
There  arc  four  great  lasts  or  lents  in  the  year,  in  which  they 
neither  cat  flesh,  milk,  egg9,  nor  butter,  but  confine  them- 
fldret  to  Tegetables,  bread,  and  fish  fried  in  oil- 
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Tlie  fast  before  Easter  is  regulated  by  that  moveable  feast, 
and  begins  eight  weeks  before  it :  in  the  first  week  they  eat 
butter,  eggs,  and  milk,  but  not  flesh;  whence  it  is  called 
butter-zacekf  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  their  carnival ;  for 
it  is  spent  in  public  diversions,  and  all  kinds-  of  licen- 
tiousness. 

The  uext  is  called  St.  Peter's  fast,  and  continues  from  the 
Monday  afier  Whitsunday  to  the  29th  of  June ;  and  conse- 
quently is  sometimes  longer,  sometimes  shorter. 

The  fast  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  immoveable :  it  begins 
always  on  the  first  and  continues  to  the  15th  day  of 
August. 

St.  Philip's  fast  is  also  immoveable,  beginning  on  the 
15th  of  November,  and  continuing  to  the  S5th  of  December. 

These  are  the  four  lents,  besides  which  their  usual  weekly 
fasts  are  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  throughout  the  year. 

The  festivals  the  church  are  top  many  to  be  enumerated, 
the  principal  of  which  arc  the  same  as  in  other  christian 
churches ;  besides  which,  almost  every  day  in  the  year  is 
dedicated  to  some  inferior  saint,  either  the  patron  of  a  pro- 
vince or  of  a  parish ;  nay,  even  their  houses  are  believed 
to  have  their  guardian  saints ;  and  so  numerous  arc  they 
that  sometimes  three  or  four  saints  have  but  one  day.  St. 
Nicholas  is  the  patron  of  the  province  of  Archangel ;  and 

hence  it  is,  that  in  earliest  accounts  given  of  this  cuuatrv, 
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he  15  ciToneousJj  called  tlio  patron  of  liussia,  uhich  is  not 
the  case  ;  but  Arcl)angel  being  tlie  place  to  m  hicli  the  £ug1i*»U' 
iirat  traded,  they  were  easily  led  into  the  mistake. 

To  these  muBt  be  added  the  several  state  festivals  ;  as  the 
commemoration  of  the  battle  of  Pultawa,  on  the  27th  of 
July ;  the  festiirak  of  the  regiments  of  guards ;  tlie  birth-daj, 
names-day,  accession  and  coronation  of  the  sovereign ;  the 
birth-day  and  names-day  of  the  grand  duke ;  and  the  three 
orders  of  knighthood. 

On  all  these  days  they  have  particular  services  or  coU 
lects ;  and,  on  several  tliey  have  grand  processions  of  the 
clcigy,  at  some  of  which  her  Imperial  Majesty  and  the  court 
assist ;  particularly  on  twelfth  day,  and  on  the  SOth  of  Au- 
gust, being  tlie  day  of  the  order  of  St.  Alexander. 

On  twelfth  day  or  the  Epiphany,  they  have  a  very  sin- 
gular ceremony  of  christening,  or  blesaing  the  water.  There 
is  a  kind  of  alcove  or  temple  of  wood,  painted  green  and 
gilt,  hung  with  various  pictures,  partictilarly  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  erected  for  the  occasion  upon  the  ice  on  the  river 
before  the  palace.;  it  is  fenced  round  with  a  temporary  hedge 
of  the  boughs  of  fir-trees ;  tliis  temple  is  called  the  Jordan ; 
in  the  middle  of  it  the  ice  Is  broken  to  the  water  about  eiglit 
or  ten  ibet  square ;  the  bishops  and  ckrgy  come  in  a  solemn 
procession  from  tlic  chapel  of  the  palace,  with  her  Impci  ial 
Majesty,  and  sanctify  the  water  in  the  river  b.v  dipping 
the  cross  into  it,  and  performing  a  service.  AfW  which 
Ihey  sprinkle-  (tuc  standards,  the  artillery,  aud  the  soldiers 
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of  as  many  regiments  as  are  near  the  city,  vbidi  are  dl 
drawn  up  round  the  place ;  and  botttes  of  the  water  are  sent 
to  such  re^ments  as  are  at  too  great  a  distance  to  attend. 
'Die  common  people  arc  of  opinion  that  the  \valei ,  thus  sanc- 
tified, lias  ;i  \  ir(uc  to  cuix?  all  true  bclinvei"s  in  tlie  Creek 
church  ol  Ijodily  as  well  aij  !>piiitual  disciiscs :  and  some  men, 
though  it  be  in  tlie  severest  weather,  strip  and  bathe  in  the 
river :  it  is  very  common  to  dip  children ;  and  sick  persons 
are  brought  to  drink  the  water,  for  they  seem  to  choose  it 
as  near  this  spot  as  they  can,  though  they  maintain  that, 
after  the  ])cnediction,  all  the  watei-s  are  sanctified  and  as 
cood  and  cfTicacions  as  these:  most  of  the  vu!£rnr  wash  their 
taces  at  least,  and  rarrv  bottles  of  it  home  to  keep  tor  their 
fan)ily  use,  in  case  oi'  wounds  or  sickness,  and  to  exorcise 
evil  spirits  from  their  houses.  Hiis  is  perf<Mrmed  three  other 
days,  but  not-with  the  same  pomp. 

At  Easter  the  Russians  ]iave  a  ceremony  of  congratulating 
each  other  on  the  holiday,  by  presenting  an  egg  and  kissing 
one  anotlier,  and  saying,  "  Christ  is  risen,"  to  which  the 
otlu  r  replies  "  Int  is  risen  indeed,"  Avliich  custom  doul)tlcss 
arose  from  this  being  tlic  first  day  of  eating  eggs  or  meat 
after  tlie  long  fast.  On  Eastei^ve  the  service  of  Hie  church 
begins  about  midnight,  and  lasts  two  or  Uiiee  bonis ;  and  as 
soon  as  they  return  home  they  have  a  plentiful  entertainment 
provided  of  all  kinds  of  meat,  at  u  hicli,  thotit^h  so  eariy  in 
the  morning,  tlicy  indulge  themselves  very  largely. 

On  the  2.'3d  day  of  April  iheie  is  a  ceremony  of  blessing 
the  cattle,  as  it  is  called,  ^vhicb  has  been  idten  xepreaenled 
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as  very  ridiculous,  l^ecause  tlie  priest  sprinkles  them  with 
holy  water;  but,  in  reality,  the  iotentioQ  of  the  service  is 
only  to  pray  to  God  to  presene  them  from  murrain,  and  to 
bless  the  food  of  the  earth,  this  being  the  first  day  of  turn- 
ing them  to  graze,  after  they  have  been  stalled  so  many 
months  as  the  long  winter  in  this  climate  continues. 

On  the  6th  day  of  August,  there  is  a  service  vulgarly 
called  blesmtg  the  appki,  till  after  which  they  are  not  per^ 
mitted  to  be  eaten :  but  the  true  intention  of  it  is  a  tbanks-> 
giving  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 

Cf  the  Sacrament  of  the  Rtmian  Church, 

In  the  Russian  church  there  arc  seven  sacraments,  %nz» 
baptism,  baptismal  unction,  the  cucharist,  ordination,  pe* 
nance,  marriage,  and  extieme  unction :  the  two  former^ 
thou»;b  distinct  sacraments,  (there  being  no  confirmation  in 
this  church,)  are  administered  at  the  same  time. 

Baptism  they  look  upon  as  the  most  essential  point  of  reli- 
gion ;  for  they  hold  the  doctrine  of  original  sin :  and  par- 
sons who  have  been  notorious  offenders  and  excommuni- 
cated, or  considered  as  reprobates  and  apostates,  are  re-ed- 
mitted,  as  members  of  the  church,  by  repeating  their  bap- 
tism ;  whidi,  in  that  case,  is  usually  performed  on  the  Epi- 
phany, the  day  of  calling  the  gentiles.  There  have  been  in- 
stances of  the  same  person  being  baptised  ten  or  twdve 
times. 


EXTRACT  VIIOM 


As  soou  as  a  child  is  bom,  unless  it  be  too  wcalc,  it  is 
carried  to  clitirch  by  the  god-fathers  and  god-motheRs,  where 
beiBg  met  at  the  door  by  the  priest  he  signs  the  c^ikt  with 
the  sign  of  the  cross  on  the  forehead,  and  gives  it  the  bene* 
diction,  saying,  *'  'J'hc  Lord  preserve  thy  going  out  and 
"  thy  coming  in."  Tiirv  then  walk  up  to!::t»tlR'r  to  the  font, 
which  i>  phiccd  in  thr  middle  of  tlic  churc  h  ;  round  the  edfjr 
of  which  the  piic.nt  la>tcns  four  lighted  Max-candles  delivered 
to  him  by  the  sponsors,  whom  he  incenses  and  consecrates 
tlie  water  by  dipping  the  cro0«  into  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
cen»nony:  then  begins  a  procession  round  the  font,  the 
clerk  gors  ht  fore  « ith  the  image  of  St  John  the  baptist, 
being  followed  by  tlic  sponsojs  with  wax  candles  in  their 
hands;  thus  t hex  tro  aljont  it  three  times,  while  the  priest 
reads  the  senicc  :  the  pmctsaion  Ixiijg  over,  the  sponsors  giro 
the  name  of  the  child  to  the  priest  in  wriUng,  which,  among 
the  common  people,  is  usually  that  of  the  saint  of  the  day, 
or  within  ciglit  days  nearest  it,  dther  preceding  oif  folbw- 
"  ing;  but  this  is  not  much  obser\'ed  among  the  gpntiy,  who 
chusc  to  keep  faniil>-  names  ;  the  priest  puts  the  name  upon 
an  image,  which  he  holds  upon  the  child's  breast  and  asks  the 
sponsoj-s,  *' whctli«  r  tlie  ehild  lH  ^u^^  es  in  God  the  Father,  Son, 
**  and  Holy  (ihost  r"  having  answered  "  ves"  three  times,  they 
all  turn  their  backs  to  the  font,  as  a  sign  of  their  aversion  to 
the  three  next  questions  to  be  asked  by  the  priest,  vh.  **  whc- 
**  tber  the  child  renounces  the  devit  ?  whether  ho  renounces 
**hisangcTs?  whether  he  renounces  his  works  ?"  The  sponsors 
answer"  I  renmincc"  distinctly  to  enrh  (|ucsti()ii,  and  spit  three 
times  uj)()n  tlie  gnniiid,  ;is  ;i  mark  of  delt-stafion.  'I'hen 
they  turn  then*  faces  to  the  font  again,  and  being  usked  by 
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the  priest,  "  whether  thej  promise  to  bring  up  tiie  child  in 
**  the  true  Greek  religion  ?"  the  exorcism  begins ;  tlie  priest 
puts  his  hand  upon  the  child,  and  blows  three  times,  saying 
these  words,  "  get  out  of  this  child  thou  unclean  spirit,  and 
"  make  way  for  the  Holy  Ghost:"  he  then  cuts  oft'  a  kx  k  ol" 
the  child's  luur,  and  wraps  it  up  in  a  piece  of  wax,  and 
tiirows  it  into  the  font;  atter  wiiich  the  child  is  stripped 
quite  nuked,  and  the  priest  takes  it  in  his  arms,  and  plunges 
it  in  the  water  tlirce  times,  pronouncing  the  words  of  the 
sacrament,  "  I  baptize  thee  in  the  name  of  the  lather,  and 
*'  of  the  ^on,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Immediately  after  the  immersion,  he  signs  it  wilii  the  sign 
of  the  cross,  with  an  oil  consecrated  by  a  superior  bishop, 
on  the  forehead,  on  the  breast,  on  the  shoulders,  on  the 
palms  of  the  liands,  and  on  the  back.  This  is  another  sacra- 
ment called  the  chrism,  or  baptimal  miction^  aud  by  virtue 
of  this  it  is  suppose  d,  the  child  receives  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Tiie  priest  having  put  acorn  of  salt  in  its  mouth,  puts  a  clean 
shirt  upon  it,  and  says,  "  thou  art  as  clean  and  clear  from 
"  ••igi?!al  sin  as  thv  shirt."  He  then  hangs  about  its  neck  a 
httlc  cross  of  gold,  silver,  or  lead,  which  is  strictly  preserved 
by  the  Russians,  who  deny  christian  burial  to  such  as  have 
not  one  about  them  when  they  die :  in  cases  of  necessity, 
the  midwife  or  any  other  person,  except  the  parents,  can 
administer  baptism.  Those  who  are  sponsors  for  the  same 
child  arc  looked  upon  as  so  nearly  related ;  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  intermasry. 

Concert i in g  the  ewc/mnsi,  the  chief  things  remarkable  arc, 
thai  the  bread  must  be  leavened,  and  made  into  smaii  cakes 
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and  marked  with  the  sign  of  the  cross ;  tliej'  mix  warm  water 
with  the  wine,  and  put  the  hread  into  it,  having  fint  Inokeri 
it,  and  deliver  both  the  elements  together  in  a  spoon  to  the 
conunniiirants.  This  sacrament  is  administered  to  infants 
as  sodii  iis  ilicy  are  baptized  ;  and  the  common  people,  if  a 
child  is  ill,  consider  it  as  tlic  best  remedy.  Every  person  is 
obliged  to  communicate  once  a  year ;  and  to  confess  to  ihe^ 
priest,  though  by  his  connivance  this  law  is  often  eraded, 
as,  for  a  few  copecks,  he  sets  down  any  one's  name  as  having 
recdved. 

"With  respect  to  ordination  there  are  no  crcnt  (]ualillciifioi)s 
required  for  the  inferior  priests  c^»pcciilll y,  tlie  eliicf  re(juisite>> 
are  sobriety  and  good  manners,  and  thai  they  can  read  in 
their  own  language  and  write. 

As  to  penance,  the  usual  penances  prescribed  by  the  priests 

are  an-  attendance  at  a  certain  number  of  masses,  alms, 
fastings,  and  pilgrimages  :  but  it  Is  particularly  provided  by 
the  spiritual  regulation  of  Peter  the  Great,  in  the  year  1722, 
that  no  priest  or  confessor  should  exact  money  of  his  penitents 
for  bis  own  account  before  lie  grants  absolution;  auricular 
confession  is  esteemed  necessary,  and,  if  tlie  penitent  con- 
fesses any  treasonable  design  against  the  government,  the 
priest  is  obliged  to'report  it  immediately  to  the  bishop:  the 
power  of  exGommunicatiog  is  vested  solely  in  the  synod. 

Marriage  is  accounted  very  honorable  anions  the  Russians, 
and  very  leu,  except  such  as  .arc  in  monasteries,  cither  men 
or  women,  are  unmarried  after  they  are  of  age  to  marry : 
polygamy  is  prohibited,  nor  can  any  one^marry  more  than 
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• 

three  times.  Formerl^f  all  niatc"lic<;  wqvv  tiiadu  by  tiie  parents 
of  the  piirlifs,  sonietinics  without  so  much  as  the  voung 
pel-sons  having  seen  each  other;  but  a  nioic  jiolitc  inter- 
course of  the  sexes  has  taken  place  since  the  reformation  of 
Peter  the  Great;  yet  still  the  consent  of  parents  is  essential 
to  marriage.  During  tlie  ruder  and  more  barbarous  ages 
the  ceremonies  of  marriage  were  very  numerous  and  particu- 
lar; and  among  the  lower  class  of  people,  especially  in  the 
villages,  several  of  those  ceremonies  are  still  n  taiucJ  ;  but 
by  persons  of  superior  rank  tliey  are  entirely  abolished, 
though  they  make  very  splendid  entertainments  on  these 
occasions :  the  bridegroom  and  bride  exchange  rings  as  a 
token  of  aflcction,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  S(  rvice  in 
church,  the  priest  fini^lies  with  these  words,  **  whom  God 
**  hath  j  iii  f  1  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder/'  It  is  re- 
markable that  tlic  parents  of  the  parties  are  never  pcnnittod 
to  he  in  the  church  during  the  ceremony.  With  regard  to 
the  lowest  class>  they  as  being  vassais  must  have  the  con- 
sent of  the  lord  to  whom  they  belong ;  especially  if  the  woman 
desires  to  marry  the  slave  of  another  loni,  iu  which  case  it 
is  usual  to  agree  for  a  female  in  return,  because  tlie  property 
of  the  children  belongs  to  him  to  whom  the  husband  lielongs. 
'Hie  only  causes  on  which  divorces  are  admitted,  are,  cither 
when  the  man  from  a  principle  of  devotion  goes  into  u 
monastery,  or  persuades  or  forces  his  wife  into  one,  or  can 
actually  make  proof  of  adultery  against  her. . 

Extreme  unction  can  only  be  administered  by  a  priest,  and 
to  a  person.of  the  tnie.Greek  religion;  confession  is  necessary* 
previous  to  it,  and  prayer  during  the  performance. 

vol..  II.  L 
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€f  ike  FmertA  Cenmonk*  tf  iht  Rmamu. 

The  cereiuoiues  of  their  interments,  at  present,  arc  hhk  U 
fewer  than  in  former  times ;  such  as  are  most  remarkable 

*  and  dilferait  firom  other  Eufopwn  oalioiw  are  duMe  wbich 

Burying  the  dead  is  one  of  the  seven  charities  to  the 
bodies  of  men,  mentioned  under  the  doetrinc  of  the  church ; 
atid  the  poorest  people  arc  often  buried  by  contribution, 
which  some  of  the  iricuds  uf  the  deceased  collect  by  beggini^ 
with  a  wax-candle  laid  upon  a  plate:  and  sometiraes  the 
corpse  18  kid  in  the  public  streets,  with  a  plate  and  a  wax- 
candl^  or  incense  set  upon  it. 

Persons  of  condition,  as  soon  as  any  one  of  the  family  is 

•  dead  and  laid  out,  send  to  the  priests,  who  attend  altrrnatcly 
in  the  room,  and  read  the  psalter  night  and  day  without 
intermission,  till  the  time  of  the  funeral.  When  the  de^ 
ceased  is  kid  in  the  coflin,  which  is  genemlljr  covered  with 
scariet  doth  or  vdv€t»  his  arms  are  laid  crass  his  breast^ 
and  a  printed  paper,  a  kind  of  label,  is  put  on  his  forehead, 
witli  this  ejaculation,  "  O  most  holy,  alniisrlity,  and  ever- 
"  lasting  God,  have  mercy  upon  ine ;"  another  pap  r  is  put 
into  liis  hand  containing  two  prayers ;  the  one  i.s  composed 
HI  the  first  person,  as  the  prayer  of  a  departing  soul  Ibr 
forgiveness  of  his  shis,,  and  for  a  Ueasing  on  his  hauAy  and 
fiiends,  whom  he  has  left  behind  him :  the  second  is  an  abso- 
lution supposed  to  be  pronounced  by  the  bishop  or  confcssor. 
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whose  name  is  inserted  in  it.  'Iliis  paper  is  doubtless  what 
has  been  so  universally  represented  by  fbreigners,  as  a  pass- 
port to  St.  Peter;  but  it  is  so  far  from  it»  that  it  is  expressly 
said  not  to  be  necessary^  but  merely  voluntary,  and  it  is 
only  used  in  burials  of  ceremony,  at  least  very  seldom  in 
others. 

At  the  fiinetal,  the  coffin  is  covered^  with  a  pall  of  rich 
tirocade  or  tissue,  which  is  afterwaids  made  into  vestments 
for  the  priests,  frequently  at  the  expence  of  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  and  presented  to  the  church :  the  priests  and 
choristers  walk  before  the  corpse  to  the  grave^  carrying  the 
cross,  See.  chanting  psalms  during  the  whole  procession ;  all 
who  attend  the  funeral  rites  fSnllow  it  with  wax-candles 
li^^ted  in  their  hands;  as  soon  as  they  come  to  the  grave 
these  are  all  changed,  and  every  person  present,  be  the 
number  ever  so  grcut,  has  one  given  him  to  hold,  which  are 
all  Itlt  in  the  church,  as  perquisites  to  the  priests ;  the  coffin 
is  always  iinco\cred  during  the  service,  and  before  the  lid 
is  fastened  down,  the  iViends  and  relations  of  the  deceased 
take  their  last  farewell,  some  kissing  him,  some  the  coffin; 
there  is  afterw  ards  a  ser\  ice  perlbnned  upon  the  orave,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  for  six  weeks,  and  every  fortieth  day  for 
the  first  year,  and  afterwards  annually  npon  the  return  of 
the  day  on  whieh  he  diecl,  and  upon  his  names-day.  This 
custom,  it  should  seem,  is  chiefly  or  solely  to  testify  the 
respect  of  the  living  ;  for  it  is  rontimied  ns  long  as  any  of  the 
family  choose  to  pay  for  it ;  and  the  llussian  church  abso- 
lutely denies  the  doctrine  of  purgatory,  though  it  admits 
prayers  for  the  dead  to  be  a  most  ancient  and  pious  custom. 

1.2 
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Of  tlt€  Churches,  and  their  Ornaments. . 

.  The  churcbes  are  l)uilt  of  brick  or  wood  ;  the  former  are 
not  inelegant  buildings,  though  usually  overloaded  with 
decorations,  according  to  the  style  of  their  architecture;  some 
are  built  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  others  are  oblong,  others 
nearly  square  ;  they  have  always  a  large  dome  with  a  cross 
at  the  top,  and  sometimes  four  smaller  cupolas  with  crosses ; 
they  are  generally  covered  with  ])latcs  of  iron,  cither  Avhite, 
or  painted  green,  and  the  ornaments  gilt,  or  in  some  churches 
the  wIjoIc  domes  are  entirely  gilt  on  the  outside,  which  has 
a  fine  effect.  Over  the  doors  and  over  the  gates  of  the 
duirch-yard  arc  placed  the  pictures  of  the  saint  to  whom 
the  church  is  dedicated,  aiid  many  others ;  to  these  the  peo- 
ple bow  and  cross  themselves  before  they  enter  the  church ; 
and  even,  in  passing  thcra  on  the  road,  they  seldom  omit 
this  mark  of  respect.  Tiie  chiming  of  bells  is  looked  upon 
as  essential  to  the  service,  so  that  e\-cr\  church  has  them; 
they  are  ahviiys  fixed  immovcably  to  tlie  beams  which  sup- 
port them,  and  are  rung  by  tying  a  rope  to  the  clapper  of 
the  bell. 

In  the  inside,  there  ar^  several  dif^rent  chapels,  dedi- 
cated to  different  saints ;  many  of  the  churches  are  profusely 
gilt,  and  all  are  hung  with  a  vast  number  of  pictures ;  some 
of  which,  particularly  at  the  TYinity  monastery,  near  Mos- 
cow, which  is  the  Loretto  of  this  country,  are  ornamented 
with  jewels  and  precious  stones  round  tlie  fmmes,  to  a  great 
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value.  Before  these  pictures,  on  the  saint's  days  in  tlie  ca- 
lendar, they  always  buru  wax-caiulies.  Tlscre  are  no  forms 
or  seats  iti  any  church,  hut  iJiere  is  a  sort  of  tribunal  iti 
every  one,  witli  a  canopy  over  it  and  a  rail  before  it,  for  the 
Iknprcss,  who  never  sits  dowo. 

At  the  east  end  of  every  clinrch  is  the  altar,  with  a  rail 
before  it,  always  more  richly  <j;ilt  and  decorated  with  mora 
pictures  than  any  other  part  of  the  cliurch  ;  in  the  middle 
of  which  is  a  kind  of  screen  or  folding  dooi-s  opening 
into  another  apartment,  which  seems  to  represent  the  sanctum 
tanciomm  of  the  Jewisli  tem])le :  in  this  is  ihc  table  of  the 
shew-bread,  and  here  the  elements  tor  the  cucharist  are 
consecrated  ;  ou  the  sides  are  other  apartments,  \vliere  the 
relicks  belonging  to  the  church  are  deposited,  and  the  vest- 
ments of  the  priests  are  kept :  for  these,  vestments  which  are 
the  property  of  the  church,  and  «)nly  are  worn  during  tlio 
ser\'ice,  are  in  many  places  exceedingly  ricli :  those  of  the 
superior  clergy  arc  of  the  finest  gold  or  silver  tissties,  stikst 
velvets,  and  cloth  of  gold,  decorated  with  vast  quantities  of 
pearls,  and  other  jewels ;  and  it  is  said,  that  the  pearls  in 
the  habits  of  the  clergy  at  the  Trinity  monastery  would  fill 
a  bushel  measure ;  and  one  ruby  only,  in  one  of  the  Archi- 
mandrite's mitres,  for  tliere  are  three  mitres,  is  worth  20,000 
Ro.  there  is  also  a  cross  which  he  carries,  set  with  jewels, 
presented  by  the  late  Empress  Elizabeth,  which  is  valued  at 
S00,000  Ro.  The  shrine  of  St.  Alexander  Neufsky,  in  the 
church  of  the  monastery  dedicated  to  him  near  St.  Peters^ 
burg,  is  of  massy  silver,  with  his  banners  of  the  same,  and 
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the  story  of  his  actions  executed  in  bmso  xdiero ;  thtf  wwr^ 
likewise  presented  by  the  same  Empress. 

General  iiefleclmis  n/i  ihe  Religious  rrinciplci  of  the  RuKsians. 

That  the  Russians  are  very  superstitious,  will  readily  be 
/  imagined  1)y  cvrry  one,  who  considers  that  ignorance  is  the 

mother  of  supei-stition  ;  and  so  little  are  the  vulgar  informed 
of  the  principles  of  their  religion,  that  scarcely  any  of  them 
arc  able  to  repeat  tlie  Creed  or  the  Lord's  prayer  by  heart  j 
their  usual  devotion  being  only  to  cross  themaelveS)  and  say, 
**  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me."  Yet  this  thej  never  omit 
morning  and  evening,  before  and  after  eating  or  drinking,  or 
whenever  they  set  about  a  new  work ;  insomuch,  that  seldom 
does  a  common  carrier  or  post-boy  set  out  on  a  journey 
without  crossing  himself. 

It  has  been  remarked,  that  no  people  of  any  nation  in  the 

world  pays  a  greater  regard  to  a  solemn  oath  made  before 
a  magistrate,  flmn  thr  Russians;  indeed,  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  their  govcrnniont,  this  is  very  seldom  done  in  any  ju- 
dicial process  ;  never  hut  when  otlier  proofs,  from  the  cirt  uuj- 
stanccs  of  the  transaction,  cannot  be  had  ;  in  which  case,  it 
being  left  to  either  of  the  parties  to  swear  to  Hbe  truth  of  his 
auctions,  it  has  scarody  ever  happened  that  both  have  o0ered 
to  swear.  And  yet,  in  common  conversation,  not  only  the  vul- 
gar, but  persons  of  the  first  quality,  even  the  ladies,  express 
themselves  by  an  oath,  as  iimiiliarly  as  by  the  most  common 
expletives. 
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Eeligious  pictures  are  not  only  tlie  furniturr  of  their 
churches,  but  are  in  every  piil>1ic  office  or  college,  and  in  a 
coiner  of  every  apjirtnient  ot  each  colleoe,  as  wr>H  as  in 
all  the  rooms  of  every  private  house,  to  which  ail  persons 
bow  and  cross  themselves  before  they  address  any  one  in  the 
room ;  nor  is  there  a  shop  at  the  public  markets  without 
them.  Though  the  superstitious  use  of  pictures  is  very  great 
in  this  country  ;  though  they  are  and  must  be  all  executed 
by  members  of  the  Greek  church  only,  it  must  be  observed, 
that  the  same  cause  which  produced  excellence  in  painting 
thioug^  Italy,  and  other  popish  countries,  has  been  utterly 
ttnoperativc  here :  they  have  never  had  one  good  painter,  or 
one  capital  picture  in  Russia ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  gene- 
rally most  miserable  daubings,  some  of  which,  notwithstand* 
iag,  are  said  to  be  the  work  of  angels.  * 

It  is  likewise  remarkable,  that  though  their  religious  cere- 
monies are  very  numerous,  the  decorations  of  their  churches 
very  glarii^  and  profuse,  the  sacred  utensils  very  magni- 
ficent, the  habits  of  their  priests  veiy  splendid,  the  austerity 
of  their  fasts  very  rigid,  and  the  observation  of  holidays  very 
ftequent ;  yet,  their  worship  is  so  fiur  from  being  cajrtivatingy 
that  it  appears  exceedingly  irregular  and  slovenly ;  nor  b  there, 
perhaps,  any  people  upon  earth,  among  whom  there  is  less 
appearance  of  seriousness  and  devotion  in  the  public  service ; 
or  among  whom  the  national  cleigy  are  so  iittle.respected»  or 
rather  so  universally  despised;  notwithstanding  the  thinl 
precept  of  the  church  expressly  enjoins  the  reverencing  of  the 
ainiitefs. 
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It  is  true,  that  except  soine  few  of  tlie  supenor  detgy, 

they  have:  liad  no  cducalioti,  and  aregcnrrallv  taken  from 
the  lowest  of  the  people,  who  are  not  absolutely  slaves ; 
their  appointmrnl^  are  also  very  inron<?i(?erahlf*,  and  their 
stilted  pol•(lui^it^■s  so  vorv  sn^all,  that  they  depend  chlclly  on 
the  \  olui)lary  dcnntions  c-i"  thtMi  lluc  ks ;  their  interior  priests, 
likewise,  are  fuli  as  mucii  addicted  to  the  vice  of  druiikeu- 
ness,  as  the  meanest  of  the  people,  though  by  the  canons 
they  arc  liable  to  a  sentence  of  degradation  for  it :  to  all 
which  may  he  ad<}ed»  what  is  also  peculiar  to  thn  country, 
that  the  people,  ignorant  as  they  are,  are  yet  more  enlight- 
ened than  I  he  clergy;  and  tliat  the  refonnation,  in  civil 
affairs,  has  made  a  much  greater  progress  than  in  ecclr^ias- 
tiral.    Even  the  superior  elerjry  arc  not  on  so  re«p<'Ctal)le  a 
fon\\n^  as  in  most  other  countrie*,  where  they  arc  oltcu  per- 
sons of  the  first  families,  which  is  very  srldont  the  case  in 
Russia  :  however,  they  have  some  outward  marks  of  respect 
paid  them ;  for  the  gentiy,  of  the  highest  rank,  will  not 
scrapie  to  kiss  the  hands  of  a  bishop,  and  demand  his 
blessing. 

Upoii  the  whole,  it  may  with  justice  be  said,  there  is 
amongst  them  the  grm'^'^f  desiree  of  superstition  and  bigotry, 
the  lowest  notions  of  the  duties  of  morality,  and  the  most 
idolatrous  ideas  of  the  ndorntion  of  tlie  Ucity  irnatinabie  : 
for  it  is  thou^lit,  tliat  building  a  church,  perfoniiiriL;  a  pil- 
grimage, giv  iiig  alms,  or  abstaining  from  meat,  is  a  compen- 
sation for  any  breach  of  ttie  mural  law ;  and  it  is  as  certain, 
as  natoml,  that  the  pictures  and  saints  of  the  priests  are  the 
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gods  of  the  vulgar ;  who  cannot  salve  their  idolatry  with  art 
and  distinction,  but  worship  with  their  heart  wliat  they  lie- 
hold  with  their  eyes.    And      to  iho^v.  ot'  superior  rank  and 
better  education,  especially  such  as  have  travelled,  if  they 
ha\c  discovered  the   absurdity  of  their  earlier  principles, 
and  umnoiiikfed  those  prejudices,  they  have  generally  stopped 
at  that  point,  and  are,  for  the  most  part,  sceptics,  without 
any  leli^on  at  all,  and  commonly  irithout  knowing  why 
they  are  so ;  talcing  up  then-  infidelity  upon  b-ust,  from  those 
with  whom  tlicy  ha\  e  chanced  to  convene  abroad,  or  *rom  a 
few  foreign  books  they  have  read  ;  and  following  those 
guides  as  itn[>Ucitly,  as  others  ibUow  the  superstitions  of 
their  ancestors. 

No  account  is  here  given  of  the  nnracles  said  to  have  been 
wrought  by  their  saints,  many  of  which,  even  of  the  most 
received,  are  too  ridiculottt  to  be  related :  and  it  must  be 
confessed,  this  is  not  the  age  for  propagating  them ;  especi- 
ally, since  by  the  spiritual  regulation  of  172$,  it  is  parti- 
cularly provided,  that  no  new  ones  be  admitted  without  a 
more  severe  scrutiny  thnn  those  of  former  ages  could 
possibly  have  sttwd  the  test  r^f:  iind  that  very  heavy  punish- 
ments be  inriicted  upon  such  as  should  attempt  to  impose 

upon  the  popular  credulity* 
ft 

Qf  the  ^thops  of  the  Ruiiian  Church. 

Thb  Russian  cJe,gy  are  divided' into  regular  and  secular: 
^  the  fonner,  the  superi»»  are  mctropoUtans,  arcbhishops 
bkbops;  whieh  titles,  of  aicbbishop  or  metiopolitan. 
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aiv  not  annexed  to  tlte  (episcopal  seo,  except  to  those  of 
Novogorod,  Moscow,  Petersbourg,  antl  Kiow  in  Little  Russia : 
but  as  to  tlie  rest,  they  are  entirely  pcrsoaal  distinctions, 
which  the  crown  confers  accordii^  to  its  own  pleasure,, 
though,  in  general,  seniority  is  regarded  in  granting  them. 
The  bishopricks  are  ranged  into  three  classes,  and  that  ar- 
rangement also  depends  vdiolly  on  the  will  of  the  sovereign, 
who  disposcH  ubatdtttelj  of  all  dignities  in  the  church ;  the 
synod,  indeed,  pro[>ose8  the  esindida'cs.  of  ".n  inch  number  one 
is  usually  named,  though  sonn'tiiuci  the  xsliolr  list  is  set 
aside,  and  no  attention  j)aid  to  it.  It  is  not  luci  •>sarv  that 
tlie  bishops  should  be  chosen  out  of  tiie  niouai^tic  order, 
thougli  they  always  assume  it  as  soon  as  they  arc  elected. 

The  names  of  the  ardibiahopa  and  bishops  according  to 
their  classes :  M.  S.  signifies  member  of  the  synod. 

First  Class  3. 

Demetrius,  m^ropolitan  and  ardibishop  of  Novogorod 
and  Vdikolozk,  first  member  of  the  synod. 

Tnnothy,  metropolitan  and  ardibishop  of  Moscow  and 
Caloai^.  M.  S. 

Gabriel,  archbishop  of  Petersbooig  and  Revel.   M.  S. 

Second  Class  8. 

Innocent,  bishop  of  Plcscow  and  Riga.    "St.  S. 
Benjamin,  archbishop  of  Cazan  and  Swiazkij.    M.  S. 
Methodius,  hi>hop  of  Astracan  and  Stauropol. 
Paul,  melropoUtan  of  ToboUky  and  Siberia. 
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Athanasius,  bishop  of  llostow  and  JaraslatF.    M.  S. 
Ambrose,  archbishop  of  Croutiskj  and  Mogeatsk.   M.  S. 
FaOadius*  bishop  of  Rezan  and  Schatsk.   AL  S. 
Gabiid,  bishop  of  Tweor  and  Kaschins. 

Thied  Ci,ass  14. 

Pbrtbenius,  bishop  of  Smdensko  and  Doragobusch. 
P<«phmu8,  bishop  of  Bellegorod  and  Oboiansk.    M.  S* 

Gennadi  us,  bishop  of  Sonsdal  and  JourjefiT. 
Joseph,  bishop  of  Wologda  and  Bielosero. 
Theodosius,  bishop  of  Colomna  and  Koschiu. 
Bartholomew,  bishop  of  Wiatka  and  Great  Perinie. 
Joasaph,  bishop  of  Aiciiangt  l  and  Cholrnogorskij. 
Theodosius,  bishop  of  Oustiugu  aiid  Uuieinsky. 
TichoD,  bishop  of  Woronetz  and  Jeletzkij. 
Sophionius,  bishop     Iricoutsky  and  NertsBcliiiisk 
Sylvester,  bishop  of  Pereatlaff  aiid  Dmitreff. 
Damasoenus,  bishop  of  Kostroma  and  Galitsch. 
Paul,  bishop  of  Waladimer  and  Mourom. 
<Pachomius»  bishop  of  Tamboff  and  Pensa. 

The  two  Vice-bishops  are, — 
One  of  Novogorodf  John,  bishop  of  Olonetz  and  Ilar- 
gopo). 

The  other  of  Moscow,  Tichon.  bishop  of  Sewsk  and 
Brianak. 

"He  UabopB  of  the  second  class  all  rank  as  archbishops, 
^ides  the  above  list,  there  are  five  bishops  in  T  ittk  Russia, 
^  dmr  Oeor^tt  wbo  do  not  belong  to  these  classes. 
*  M  2 


EXTRACT  FROM 


Of  ike  Monks  and  their  CmoenU. 

1'nK  (iiily  order  of  nuMiks  in  this  country,  is  that  of  St. 
Basil,  or  as  it  is  someliiues  called  of  St.  Anthony,  he  having 
first  introduced  tliat  order  into  Russia.  They  are  admiitcd 
bjr  the 'tonsure,  a  very  small  part  of  the  crown  of  the  head 
being  shaved;  the  roles  respecting  their  fasts  and  prayers  are 
very  rigid :  their  habits  are  black,  which,  it  is  said,  are 
made  in  shape  to  resemble  a  coffin,  those  who  assume  it, 
being  considered  as  dead  to  the  world  ;  upon  their  heads 
they  wear  a  black  broad  hood.  Married  persons,  as  was 
observed  before,  may  enter  into,  tlie  monastic  life. 

The  monasteries  or  abbies  are  dividc<i  into  two  sorts,  one 
called  stawropiguiahii,  the  oUier  ordinary.  The  abbots  of 
the  fonner  are  called  Archintaodrites  (fiom  ^aJp«s  septum, 
tepimenhim J  they  are  of  a  superior  rank,  and  may  be  reck- 
oned equal  to  mitred  abbots,  though  they,  as  well  as  the 
bishops  in  thb  country,  wear  oaly  a  bonnet  or  hood,  except 
when  they  are  officiating :  neitlier  they  nor  their  monasteries 
are  subject  to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  but  the  synod  only, 
having  formerly  been  sulgect  to  the  patriarch  alone. 

Hicro-monachi,  and  Hiero-diaconi,  arc  ccclrsiastifis  who 
officiate  in  monasteries,  yet  are  capable  of  higher  prciernicnts 
in  the  church. 

The  whole  number  of  monks  is  2848. 
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llie  monasteries,  like  the  Iniliopricks,  are  difided  ioto 
three  classes,  tliat  of  the  Troitsa  or  Trinity  is  not  ranked 
among  the  rest,  the  Archimandrite  of  which  is  a  member- of 
the  synod. 

In  the  first  class  there  are  fifteen  monasteries,  six  of  1  .  ^ 


which  are  Stawropiguialui. 

In  tlie  second  class  there  are  forty-two,  iuui  of  which 


In  the  third  class  there  arc  an  hundred  monasteries, 


which  arc  governed  by  priors  or  Egumens,  (perliaps  ^lOO 
from  ayo,  duco.)  J 


No  woman  can,  regularly,  be  admitted  into  a  nunnery  tiir 
fifty  years  of  age ;  nevertheless,  this  mle  is  not  strictly  ob- 
served, for  some  are.  admitted  at  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  of 
age,  and,  in  short,  of  every  age.  They  as  well  as  the  monks 
are  admitted  by  the  tonsure,  when  they  assume  the  veil, 
and  their  habits  are  also  lung  black  gowns,  and  broad  black 
hoods  which  fiiU  back  upon  their  .shovJders ;  when  they  attend 
divine  service,  they  have  a  crape  or  veil  which  covers  the 
upper  part  of  the  face..  Their  hours  of  prayer,  and  the  ri- 
gour of  their  fests,  difier  very  little  from  those  of  the  monks.. 


aic  biawropiguiaiui. 
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But  though  their  life  is  devoted  to  the  exercise  of  religion, 
they  are  by  no  means  confined  to  (heir  cloisters,  with  such 
severity  as  in  Roman  Catholic  countries.  Thev  are  not  at 
liberty  to  quit  tlieir  order ;  notwithstanding,  there  arc  a  few 
instances  of  such  d^>«flationB  iiaviDg  been  granted. 

Hie  principal  or  head  of  these  convents  b  called  E^guinena. 
The  whole  number  of  nuns  is  1366. 

These  convents  are  also  divided  into  three  dasaes ;  that  of 
the  resurrection  at  St.  Petersbourg  is  not  reckoned  in  the 
number,  but  receives  its  appointment  immediately  from  tlie 
Empre<?s,  who  in  the  year  1763,  estabhslicd  a  school  or  aca- 
demy there,  for  the  education  of  two  Imudred  young  ladies 
of  noble  families,  and  two  hundred  ^md  forty  girls  of  inferior 
rank ;  who  are  all  educated  "and  maintained  ac  the  eapaice 
•f  the  crown. 

In  the  first  dass  there  are  4  nunneries. 

In  the  second  class  18 
In  the  third  class  45 

IT 

OJ  the  secular  Clergy. 

Tub  secular  priests  are  called  popes,  i.  e.  lathers  t  thej  are 

the  parochial  clergy,  and  are  those,  who  being  the  lowest 
and  the  most  ignorant,  are  generally  the  least  esteemed. 

They  are  commouly  named  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
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and  sometimes  by  tlie  crown :  tliey  are  always  married, 
but  arc  permitted  to  marry  only  once  ;  and  when  the  wife 
dies,  they  are  obliged  to  retire  to  some  monastery,  or  to 
take  son II  interior  office  iu  the  church,  or  else  eotirely  to 
quit  theu:  order. 

■  Their  children  are  usually  brought  up  to  the  churchy  and 
sometimes  arrive  at  the  highest  diguities  iu  iL 

The  heads  or  governors  of  this  order,  under  the  bishops, 
are  called  proto-popes:  some  of  whom  are  sometimes  mem- 
bers of  the  sjnod. 

It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of  the  secular 
priests,  for  in  the  revision,  they  are  reckoned  with  their 
wives  and  children,  and  amount  to  168,519  males,  and 
163,263  females;  but  they  are  usually  estimated  at  about 
25,000  officiating  priests. 

They  receive  their  salary,  which  is  not  more  than  15  roubles 
per  annum  each,  from  the  college  of  Geconomy,  acCOTding 
to  their  classes  :  the  rest  of  their  subsistence  arises  from  the 
perquisites  of  their  office,  which  are  rated  very  low,  nor  can 
they  dt  mand  any  thing  further,  though  it  is  usual  for  those 
who  can  atlord  it,  to  give  them  some  small  gratuity  beyond 
their  stated  fees. 
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Of  the  Revenues  of  (lie  Church. 

FoRitir  rn  V  the  churches  and  raoofisteries  had  their  own 

lands  and  slaves,  from  whence  their  revenues  arose,  but  since 
the  crown  has  taken  those  lands  into  its  own  possession,  thr 
appointments  of  the  several  archbishops,  bishops,  kv.  me 
all  settled,  as  in  the  iuilowing  Hst,  accunling  to  tlii'ii'  clashes; 
besides  which,  each  bishop  and  abljot  hua  die  ccc  lt:»iusUcal 
does  and  perquisites  arising  from  his  diocese  or  abbey. 

^ib^  rftbi  Sbr$t  Ckuu  Ro. 

ArcfalAhop of  Nowgcwod,  &c.       .        .     .      iijoji  20 

of  Moscow,  S:c.  ...  .  7.5>o  85 
of  Petercbourg,  &c.  •         •         ijtooo  00 

Btb^  9ftbt  Setmd  Cbttt, 

Bishop  of  Fkioow,  &c.  •  -  6^ow>  00 

7  biiiiops,  SI  5400  Ro.  each      ....      35»ooo  00 

Bhbops  of  At  fUrd  Cbttu 
14,  at  4233  Ro.  20  Cop.  each        .  59»2  jO  80 

Two  VUe-bidMft* 

At  4030  Ro.  80  Cop.  each  •  •  8,061  60 

Abbot  of  Trinity  mooastery  .  •  10,070  00 

Mmia$tme$  ^  ibe  fkat  Ciw/. 
159  at  aot7  Ro.  50  Cop*  each  abbot  -     $o,vS%  50 

Carriedlbnnurd  182,186  95 
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Mamttrkt    the  Smnd  Clatt.  Ro-  Co- 
Brought  forward   •  182,186  95 
4ft*  at  1311  Ro>  90  Cop.  «9cfa  abbot         •     •  55><'99  ^ 

100,  aMo6  Ro.  30  Cop^  cadi  friar         -     *  iofisp 

Ifmmriu  if  tht  fint  Clatt. 

Of  the  Atcension  at  Moscow           -        -       *  «,oo9  80 
ITie  Novodcvitschei,  or  new  Convent         -  • 

Of  the  Aisumptioa  of  the  Vii-giD  at  Pereslaff       -  7** 

Of  AeBraiectknaf  AeViiginttSoutM        -  **S^  3^ 

Nmmeritt    «br  Seatid  Cbu» 

liE^  at475  Ro.  8oGop.cadi        -       .       -  81564  40 

Nunmries  of  the  Third  Clatt, 

45,  at  375  Ro.  60  Cop.  each  -  16,902  00 
AUowdl  to  die ddiednl  GbiudMiy  and  $aaM«Aen,'> 

suppose  30,  at  3130  ltoi»         .      «      -  93»JK>o 

Her  Majesty's  Gift  of           ...  32*480  o 

Secular  Friettg,  25,0009  at  15  Ro.  each     •     •  375^00 


Told   -  ^-,2,296 


CuMJTiAKiTY  it  i»  gewtty  agreed,  was  first  received  i% 
^  CMOtiy  Unr^  the  «id  of  the  tenth  century;  from 
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which  time  this  churcli  iiad  ahvu^s  been  subject  to  the  patri- 
arch of  Constantinople  till  the  year  1588 ;  when  the  arch* 
Inshop  of  Noi'ogorod  vas  consecrated  patriatdi  of  the  Ras* 
sian  church,  which  denied  the  pretensions  of  that  of  Con- 
stantinople, and  declared  itself  independent.  Yet  it  appears 
that  since  that  period  they  ha;  o  frequently  appealed  to  the 
see  of  ConstaDtinople ;  Alexis  MichaeIovich»  for  instance* 
father  of  Peter  the  Great,  liaving  been  excommunicated  by  » 
the  patriarch  of  Moscow,  obtained  the  piotot  tion  of  the 
patriarcli  of  Constantinople  against  the  insult,  and  by  his 
uuthority  deposed  the  Russian  putriarclu 

About  the  year  1701,  upon  the  death  of  Adrian  the  last 
patriarch,  Peter  the  Great  entirdjr  suppressed  that  dignity, 
and  declared  himself  head  of  the  churdi ;  and,  in  the  year 
17S3,  instituted  a  spiritual  college,  for  the  government  of  the 
church,  called,    The  holy  legislative  synod." 

This  (  01100;^  consisted  at  first  of  twelve  nieinljcrs ;  throe 
of  whom  were  ahvays  bisliops  ;  but  the  nuniljcr  has  since  va- 
ried according  to  the  Sovereign,  wlio  uoiainates  every  member, 
and  at  present  there  are  only  five  and  the  chief  procurcur, 
who  is  always  a  civyian,  and  considered  as  placed  there  on 
the  part  of  the  crown;  and  no  vote  nor  ^solution  can  pa8» 
tilt  he  has  approved  it  The  present  members  are, 

Demetrius,  metropolitan  of  Novogorod  and  Velikoluzk. 

Gabriel,  archbishop  of  St.  Petersbourg  and  Revel,  and  aiu 
chimandrite  of  the  convent  of  St.  i^lexander  Neuisky. 

Innocent,  bishop  of  Piescow  and  Ri^. 
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M.  de  Melkisino,  chief  procureur  actual  coumellor  of 
state. 

Bartholomew,  archimandrite  of  the  convent  of  Znamensky. 
Theodore,  pioto-pope  of  the  cathedral  of  the  AssumptioD 
Mofcow. 

The  archbishop  of  Novo^rod  is  first  and  perpetual  mem- 
ber, and  as  such  receives  a  salary  of  15O0  Roubles  per  ann. 
the  rest  attend  by  turns  for  a  year,  more  or  less,  as  the  So- 
vcrrifrn  pleases,  and  have  1000  Roubles  during  their  attend- 
ance on  ihe  college ;  those  who  have  once  been  memberB^of 
the  synod  always  retain  the  title :  each  member  »  oWigoA 
to  take  an  oath  of  alkgiaiice  to  the  Sovereign,  coudied  in 
the  »tn»gett  temu,  before  tlKiy  are  qualified  to  ait 

Urn  board  u  invested  with  the  pow^  which  had  been 

lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  patriarch  ;  all  disputes 

bishops,  or  persons  belonging  to  different  dioceses,  are 
ferred  hither:  so  that,  though  every  bishop  has  tlie  govern- 
ment of  his  owndiof  c^e  in  ecclesiastical  matters,  there  always 
lies  an  appeal  from  him  to  the  synod  ;  and  the  power  of  ex- 
communication is  vested  only  in  the  college. 


Of  Tolerated  BeUgum. 

Thjbb£  18  no  cow**''^  world  where  all  religions  ar^ 

mote  frcHy  talented  than  in  Russia;  the  Jews  and  the  Jc-. 
suitB  only  tue  excepted,  and  some  few  even  of  these  ar« 
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connived  at ;  however,  by  the  constitution,  all  the  different 
sects  of  Christians,  IVrahonietans,  aud  Pagans*  are  £reelj  sa^ 
fered  to  enjoy  their  owu  worship. 

All  Russes  who  are  separatists  from  the  established  church, 
are  called  Raskalshikst  i.  e.  schismatics :  from  which  com- 
moi>  appellatioD,  it  has  been  frequently  misunderstood  that 
they  are  only  one  seet ;  whereas  there  are  several  subdivi- 
sions among  them,  one  sect  differing  from  atiother  as  much 
as  from  the  established  church.  Some  do  not  conform  to 
the  liturgies  of  the  church;  others  do  not  admit  the  same 
confession  of  the  faith,  adhering  to  that  of  Nichon,  though 
the  difference  is  little  more  material  than  the  date  of  the 
addition :  others  in  the  ^vny  of  making  the  sign  of  the  cross* 
with'two  fingers  instead  of  three ;  and  among  them  they  pre- 
tend to  have  curions  collections  of  the  hands  of  dead  saints, 
to  shew  in  what  manner  they  bent  their  fingers  in  crosriog 
themselves  as  they  were  dying:  these,  likewise  never  pro- 
nounce the  hallehijah  three  times :  others  there  are  which 
resemble  the  Quakers,  in  having  no  priesthood;  but  not- 
withstanding, they  have  the  saciaments,  which  may  be  ad- 
ministeied  by  any  one,  man  or  woman.  Besides  these, 
there  are  a  great  many  other  tenets,  too  many  to  be  noticed 
in  partictilar. 

In  former  reigns  these  sepamtists  have  undeigone  great 
peraecutSoDS,  which,  as  has  always  b^n  the  case  in  religioiM 
persecutioitt,  served  only  to  increase  their  number,  and 
the  prejudices  of  the  conterts.  At  present  they  are  per- 
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mittod  to  oijoj  their  private  sentuneiits,  and  tn  wonhip 
the  Deity  acoording  to  their  cootdeaces :  only  thej  aie 
obliged  to  pay  the  crown  one  rouble  and  twen^  copecks  per 
heady  whidi  is  cqnal  to  the  polUtuc,  for  tlie  privilege ;  in 
consequence  of  which  milder  treatment  tiiey  decline  daily, 
and  the  whole  number  at  present  is  between  forty  and  fifty 
thousand  male.s  and  *  females  who  pay  the  tax  :  though  it 
is  8uppoi?ed  there  are  many  more  who  do  not  avow  their 
principles. 

*  MikB  mif  ftif  At  tn. 
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A  SHORT  SKETCH  OF  THE  POLITICAL 
HISTORY  QF  IRELAND. 

Ireland  was  anciently  divided  into  a  number  of  small 
district^  or  principalities,  wbfch  were  gpverned  bj  fheir  re- 
specfive  princes,  or  chieftains. 

These  chieftains  acknowled|;ed  the  supreme  authority  of 

one  sovereign,  whom  they  commonly  ckctcd  from  among 
thciuseives,  and  whom  they  considered  as  the  general  of  their 
armies,  to  repel  invasions  from  abroad,  and  to  preserve  peace 
and  good  order  at  home. 

They  paid  him  homage  and  tribute,  but  they  pennitted 
Jiim  as  little  as  possible  to  inteifere  in  the  administration  or 
ceconomy  of  their  own  provinces.— For  a  long  aeries  of  yeaw 
the  goveniment  of  Ireland  was  conducted  in  this  manner^ 

until  a  quarrel  of  a  domestic  nature  between  two  of  the 
chieftains  laid  the  Ibundation  for  that  system  of  ptdicy^ 
which  is  the  subject  of  this  treatise. 

llic  weaker  prince,  Mac  Morough  of  Lcinster,  who  had 
heen  the  aggressor,  solicited  the  assistance  o(  Henry  the 
Second,  King  of  Eo^cland.  That  aspirin^  monarch  bad  long 
'W.  II.  ^  •  *o 
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<;pn^dcrcd  the  possession  of  Ireiaod  as  an  object  worthy  of 
his  ambition^  aiid  Imd  even  already  taken  such  steps  towards 
the  aocomplishmeot  of  it  as  were  usuul  in  those  days  of 
jgaorance  and  superstition. — He  had  addressed  himself  to  the 
pope»  and  obtained  from  his  holiness  a  bull  which»  ia  tlic 
vulgar  opinion^  fuUy  authorixcd  him  to  undertake  the  con- 
quest of  the  country ;  but  he  was  obliged,  by  certain  imme- 
diate consideratious*  to  defer  for  same  time  the  execution  of 
this  project.  Being  engaged  in  a  war  with  France:  wlien 
Mac  Morough  came  to  implore  his  aid,  he  excused  himself 
for  the  present  from  cornphing  with  his  entreaty;  but,  by 
letters  i)atcnt,  he  granted  licence  to  all  his  subjects  througli- 
out  hb '  dominimis  to  assist  the  suppliant  chietlain,  and  pro* 
misod  soon  to  come  to  his  relief  in  person. 

Slronglx>w»  Iitz  Steplicn,  Ptcndeig^asty  and  scveml  other 
ji^lant  adventurers,  offered  their  services  on  this  occasion ; 
and,  perliaps  not  less  animated  by  tfie  spirit  of  chivalry, 
than  engaged  by  views  of  advantage,  passed  over  to  Ireland 
with  a  numerous  following,  and  reestablished  the  Irish 
prince  in  hb  former  dignity. 

In  recompence  for  thii  service,  Stroogbow  obtauied  the 
chieftain's  daughter  in  marriage  with  a  grea|  territorial 
dowry,  and  thus  became  connected  with  the  country  by  the 
Ktnmgest  ties  of  interest  and  alliance. 

His  companions  in  the  expedition  also  acquired  laige 
peasessions.  and,  having  vanquished  .several  of  the  Irish 
princes,  formed  regular  colonies  in  different  parts  of  the 
bland.  8 
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This  siingiilar  enterprise,  arhierod  by  a  lew  brave  indivi- 
climls,  stronirly  rescmljlcs  tli<'  roinmitic  coiifjucsL  of  Naples 
by  Taiicrctl  ami  his  Xoiinaii  I'ihmuIs  hi  the  century  before. 
Such  signal  sueccss  shows  what  \  alor  and  elevation  ot'  mind 
can  accomplish,  and  tliat  nothing  is  too  ditHcult  for  the 
darings  of  heroic  virtue.  Hw  vulgar,  who  &d  no  lentiinents 
of  this  generous  growth,  afibct  to  disbelieve  or  to  under- 
value such  astonishing  efforts ;  but  those,  who  are  acquainted 
with  human  nature,  know  that  the  heart  of  man  is  capeble 
of  almost  incredible  dilatation  and,  when  seconded  by  go<*^ 
fortune,  raises  itself  to  the  height  of  the  most  arduous  un- 
dertaking* 

Tlie  eonquest  of  Naples  by  the  Norman  gentlemen,  tbis 
cx^icdition  of  Stronglww  and  his  companions,  and  tlie  later 
exploits  of  the  Portuguese  and  Spaniards  in  both  hemi- 
spheres, remind  us  of  the  celebrated  labours  of  Tlieseus  and 
Hercules :  wc  see  that  nature  fonns  exalted  spirits  in  every 
age,  and  that  the  history  of  ancient  heroism,  thougK  it  owes 
its  ornaments  to  poetry  and  &ble,  stands  on  the  original 
fixindation  of  truth. 

Henry,  havint:  now  sncccsstully  surmounted  those  difL 
ficulties  Mhich  prevented  his  ?oing  to  Ireland  when  first  in- 
vited, and  having  received  the  strongest  assurances  of  sul>.. 
mission  and  olx^tlience  both  from  the  natives  and  his  own. 
subjects,  repaired  to  that  country  without  delay.  He  landed 
at  Wateribid  in  117«.  he  received  by  the  people 
81  a  guaidian  angels  the  principal  chid[hui»  ^^^^ 
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voluntarily  submitted  io  ibis  authority,  accepted  him  aa  their 
sovereign,  and  fieely  swore  fealty  and  allegiaaoe  *.  < 

Thus  ended  the  ancient  monarchy  of  Ireland;  and  thus-, 
the  fortunate  Henry,  without  a  blow,  became  sovereign  of 
this  noble  island,  and  annexed  it  to  the  dominion  of 
England. 

Resen'ing  to  himself  the  general  soyereignty,  he  left  to 
the  little  princes  of  the  country  their  power  and  authonty 
in  their  respective  districts ;  and,  having  planted  garrisons  in 
different  places,  and  appointed  an  administration  to  govern 
in  his  absence,  he  returned  to  England  in  glory  and  triumph. 

'  For  upwards  of  three  hundred.,  years,  from,  this  period, 
the  affairs  of  Ireland  remained  nearly  on  the  same  footing. 
The  natives  f^eemed  to  pay  little  more  than  a  nominal 
obedience  to  the  crow  n,  and  the  king's  lieutenant,  who  was 
usually  an  Irish  lord  of  English  blood,  w  as  mote  immedi- 
ately the  governor  of  an  English  colony,  for  whose  regula* 
tion  and  ser\ice  he  called  parliaments  and  passed  laws, 
whilst  the  old  inhabitants  continued  distinct  from  the  pale 
(as  the  Englbh  settlements  were  called)  and  sent  no  repre- 
sentatives to  tliose  parliaments,  but  were  principally  governed 
by  their  own  laws  and  ancient  customs. 

The  klpgs  of  England  were  so  ^gaged  in  foreign  or  civil 
wars,  that  they  could  not  give  that  attention  to  Ireland 

*  Tarn  subjeciionis  vinculo  quam  fidcUtatU  »cr«aM!iito  Kgt  Aoghmun  le  qnnte 
submucriuit.'^  (/>ni/(/  Cambrens. 
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which  80  important  an  object  required :  but,  when  the  con- 
test between  York  and  Lancaster  was  decided,  and  the 
vietoiious  Heary  the  Seirenth  was  peaoeaUj  esteUbhed  on 
the  throne,  that  wise  and  politic  prioce  turned  bis  eyes  to* 
wttids  Ifdand,  inquired  ninutelj  into  the  state  and  cir- 
cumstances of  it,  discovered  the  mistakes  of  his  predecessors, 
and  immediately  determined  to  repair  tliem :  for  this  puipose 
he  sent  over  to  Ireland  Sir  Edward  Poynings,  as  lord  deputy, 
with  instructions  to  assemble  a  parliament 

Before  tliis  time,  the  mode  of  parliamentary  procedure 
was  vague,  partial,  and  often  injurious  to  both  nattons. 
Hie  chief  governor  had  the  power  calling  pariiaments  and 
of  passing  laws  rege  nteomnUo,  without  their  undergoing  any 
revision  in  England;  but  very  great  inconveniences  having 
arisen,  and  still  greater  dangers  being  apprehended,  fiom 
such  unlimited  authority  in  the  chief  governor,  a  law  was 
passed  by  which  it  was  enacted, 

« 

1st.  Hiat  before  any  pariiament  could  be  summoned  or 
held  in  Ireland,  the  chief  governor  and  council  should  certify 
to  the  king^  under  the  great  seal  of  Ireland,  the  consideratioiis 
and  causes  thereof,  and  the  articles  of  the  acts  proposed  to 
be  passed  therein. 

2dly.    That  afler  the  king,  in  his  council  of  England, 
shall  have  considered,  approved,  or  altered  the  said  acts, 
or  any  of  them,  and  certified  them  back,  under  the  great 
,scal  of  Eogiaody  and  shall  liave  given  licence  to  soBuaoa 
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and  hold  a  purJiament,  then  tlie  same  .shall  be  summoned 
and  heM,  9od  the  said  acts  so  certified  and  no  otlicr  shall  be 
proposed,  received,  or  iejectod« 

This  statute  wa»  aftenraids  explained  and  amended  in 
the  3d  and  4th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  and  peimianon  wa» 

given  to  certify  new  proposttioitt  to  England,  in  the  usual 
form,  t  ven  after  the  summoiis,  and  during  the  session  of  par- 
liament. ' 

From  hence  arose  the  proEfress  and  practice  of  the  pie- 
sent  mode  of  pariiamentarj  proceedings  in  Ireland. 

There  was  another  law  passed  in  the  adnmiistration  of  Pov- 
nings,  by  which  all  English  statutes,  then  subsisting,  were 
made  effectual  in  Ireland. 

Thus  the  constitution  took  a  more  stable  form,  a  better 

intercourse  was  introduced  between  the  sovereign  and  his 
people,  and  the  different  views  of  the  two  nations  wore  re- 
conciled, by  an  act  which  precluded  all  hasty  detesmiaation 
ufK>a  their  mutiiai  or  particular  intciests. 

Paring  the  reign  of  the  great  Elizabeth,  several  ol  her  ablest 
statesmen  and  wairiois  were  employed  in  the  government  of 
laelnid;  Snssev^  Sidney,  Grey.  Ffenot,  JSuuxx^  and  Mounts 
joy,  held  the  sword  at  different  times,  and  many  of  them 
distinguished  their  administration  by  their  talents  and  succesa. 
Under  the  last,  the  bag  and  doubtftU  wac  with  Tyioae  was 
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finally  concluded,  ami  that  ilaugciuus  rebel  compelled  to  sur- 
render at  discretioD. 

King  James  tlic  First  now  succeeded  to  tlie  throne,  and 
things  weuiiiig  a  peaceful  aspect,  it  was  thought  a  lit 
season  for  siu  h  improvements  in  rivi!  policy,  as  the  state  and 
circumstances  ot  Jrcland  seemed  to  require, 

TTie  conduct  and  arrangenieiit  of  these  ojrc  at  objt^cts  tell 
to  the  hands  of  a  man,  M'ho  so  faithfully  and  ahly  jx^iformed 
iii.s  (.iuty,  that  it  may  not  be  impio^>er  to  say  a  few  words  ia 
particular  upou  tliis  subject. 

Sir  Arthur  Chichester  wan  the  yonnger  son  of  a  gontlemaa'l 
family  in  Devonshire.— In  the  early  part  of  his  life  he  had 
been  led  into  many  vicious  excesses,  some  of  whicli  wore  of 
so  criminal  a  nature,  as  obliged  him  to  fly  from  his  country, 
and  to  take  refnjre  in  France  :  in  that  kinjjdoin  he  learned 
the  profrssioT!  of  anus  under  Henry  the  I'ourth,  and  sooa 
proved,  himsclt  a  scholar  worthy  of  so  great  a  master. 

Being  considered  as  a  proper  person  to  be  employed  in 
Ireland,  he  wa-?  pardoned  and  sent  over  to  that  kingdom  ; 
where,  by  his  vaiour  and  abilities,  he  nt  lengtii  anived  to  the 
dignity  of  Lord  Deputy  :  his  services  always  preceding  his 
advancement.  By  passing  through  tiie  inferior  employ- 
ments, he  had  cpialitied  himself  to  fiH  the  greatest  :  unlike 
the  geniuses  of  later  days,  who,  without  stu<iy  or  experience, 
are  supposed  to  be  inspired  with  every  requisite  1»s  th« 
highest  office,  at  the  instaot  of  their  appowtment* 
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Under  his  admiiiuteitioti  the  whole  kingdom  was  rediieed 
into  shire  ground,  and  every  county  admitted  a  sheriff  of  the 
nomination  of  the  crown.  The  great  plantation  of  Ulster 
^vas  fijnned,  .regular  circuits  were  established,  and  the  kin^s 
judges  were  sent  to  dispense  justice,  even  in  the  most  distant 
and  barbarous  provinces. 

Tlius  the  whole  civil  government  was  settled  and  modelled, 
on  a  plan  at>  nearly  resembling  the  constitution  of  England 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  respective  countries  would  admit ; 
and  finally,  to  give  additional  strength  and  permanency 
to  the  rising  stale,  this  great  man  caUed  a  parliament^  in 
trhidi  the  House  of  Commons  was  fimncd  of  a  general  re- 
presentation,- fion^  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  instead  of 
being  confined  as  befi»e  to  the  coimties  and  boroughs  of  the 
pale. 

In  this  parliament  an  act  of  general  pardon  was  passed. 
The  laws  which  prohibited  the  bringing  in  of  Scots,  retaining? 
and  marrying  with  them,  as  also  the  laws  against  the  Jbiuglisii 
marrying  with  the  Irish,  were  totally  repealed,  and  the  whole 
pcQple  of  Ireland  equally  received  into  the  king's  protection* 
Uere  seemied  to  be  destroyed  all  invidioas  distinction  be- 
tween .ihe  Irish  and  Eog^lw  between  the  pale  and  the  other 
districts.   The  Kttle  dnefilainrics  itert  abolished,  the  old  in^ 
habitants  and  new  settlere  began  to  melt  together,  and  the 
whole  kingdom  formed  one  common  state.    Having  accom- 
plished the«5e  important  points,  having  introduced  and  esta- 
blished civihration,  good  order,  and  regular 'gorvernment,  in 
the  place  of  barbarism,  tumult,  and  anarchy,  Cluchcster  re- 
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paired  to  England,  to  receive  from  his  sovereign  those  honors 
and  rewards  which  such  services  had  merited. 

The  administration  of  his  successors,  St.  John  and  Falk- 
land, furnished  no  occurrences  worthy  of  historical  At- 
tention. 

In  1653,  Thomas  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  government,  ^vhich  be  conducted  with  un- 
common abihty:  it  is  true  he  carried  his  authority  higher 
than  any  of  his  predecessors,  and  even  proceeded  to  certain 
lengths  which,  at  this  day,  appear  to  be  criminal ;  yet  we 
must  not  rashly  measure  tliem  by  our  ideas  of  the  present 
time;  we  should  consider  that  the  constitution  did  not  rest 
on  the  equal  foundation  that  now  supports  it ;  tirat  the  royal 
prerogative  was  then  much  more  extensive,  and  that  the  fac- 
tious conduct  of  the  great  men  in  Ireland  rendered  the  severe 
execution  of  that  prerogative,  not  only  expedient,  but  per- 
haps absolutely  necessary. 

It  is  so  much  the  disposition  of  the  English  nation  to  over- 
rate the  merits  of  pretended  patriots,  and  to  exaggerate  the 
errors  of  great  ministers,  that  we  must  read  our  history  with 
infinite  caution,  and  never  form  our  judgment  of  public  cba- 
ractera,  but  on  the  most  rigid  and  impartial  examination. 
Whatever  may  be  objected  to  the  •manner  of  Lord  Strafford's 
government,  his  government  itself  prot-cd  happy  and  ad- 
vantageous to  Ireland;  the  public  debts  were  disdmrged, 
and  the  pubHc  revenue  considerably  improved;  the  anny 
was  well  paid  and  well  disciplined ;  the  navigation  and  com- 
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merce  of  the  nation  were  extended  and  enlarged  :  and  tlie 
genius  and  industry  of  the  people  properly  directed  and 
usefully  employed.  'J'o  the  Earl  of  Strafford  is  Ireland  in- 
debted for  the  establishment  of  the  linen  manufacture,  which 
is  now  the  staple  of  her  commerce;  and,  had  that  noble 
person's  administration  fallen  in  happier  times,  he  pro- 
bably \vould  iuive  executed  his  other  great  designs  for  her 
improvemeat  and  advantage. 

He  appears  to  have  possessed  a  most  extraordinary  genius, 
to  have  been  perfect  master  of  the  true  interest  of  both  na- 
tions, a  man  of  undaunted  resolution  and,  in  the  performance  of 
his  dnty,  equally  regardless  of  danger  and  reproach.  These 
eminent  talents  were  too  soon  rendered  Jhiitless  and  unavail- 
ing by  the  civil  distractions  which  then  broke  out,  and 
which  his*  blood  was  vainly  and  inhumanly  shed  to 
appease. 

To  the  firmness  and  wisdom  of  his  government  succeeded 
the  weakness  and  timidity  of  Parsons  and  Borlace.  The 
Irish  Kebellton  burst  forth  like  a  volcano  that  had  been  long 
silent,  and  now  blazed  with  redoubled  fury.  We  must  not, 
however,  adopt  the  strange  and  improbable  tales  with  which 
most  histories  of  this  period  are  burthened ;  there  is  no  doubt 
that  many  horrid  cruelties  were  practised  by  the  Papists 
and  Protestants*  against  one  another,  and  that  a  very  con- 

*  In  Sir  WiUSam  Cole^i  letter  mentioiiiiig  U«  Knicet  ag«iaM  ^  bUi,  dwie  is 
the  fdlowing  item,  <*  Starred  and  fimilM  Qf  ' dw  vn}(^  MKI^  whole  |pod»  «Cf« 
M  seised  by  my  tegtaeiit,  7000." 
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siderable  number  of  both  perished  in  the  conflict  * ;  })ut  the 
accounts  are  highly  exaggerated,  and  particularly  those 
which  are  written  on  our  side  of  the  question.  Upon  an  im- 
partial and  dispassionate  inquiry  at  this  distance  of  time,  it 
18  evident  that  a  much  greater  number  of  the  Irish  than 
of  the  £ng1ish  were  destroyed  in  this  rebellion,  and  that 
the  different  ideas  which  wc  have  formed  on  this  point 
are  prindpally  to  be  attributed  to  political  industry  and 
artifice. 

Tbe  Cromwellian  soldiers  and  Puritan  advetiturers,  who 
became  possessed  of  the  estates  of  the  vanquished  rebds, 
dexterously  represented  the  Irish  as  the  most  barbaious  of 
mtokind,  and  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  either  power  or  pro- 
perty. Their  children  in  infancy  greedily  imbibed  the  jealous 
tenors  of  their  fathers,  priirate  interest  confirmed  the  pre- 
possesnon,  and  tlius  Popery  was  proscribed  and  persecuted 
from  the  united  motives  of  revenge  and  policy.  Tbe  enemies 
also  of  Charles  the  Knt,  who  by  imputing  tlus  guilt  to  him 
hoped  to  jttttify  their  own,  represented  him  as  the  author  of 
c  rebellion  a]g|iinst  himself,  and  industriously  and  successfully 
propagated  the  senseless  calumny.  . 

During  the  interregnum  between  the  King's  death  and  tbe 
Restoration,  Ireland  was  entirely  subdued  under  the  govcm- 

•  Sir  William  Petty,  who  was  by  no  mcjns  piirtial  to  tlic  Irish,  owns  tliat  in 
the  II  jczt$  between  1641  and  1652,  above  half  a  million  of  Irish  perished  by 
iStb  nrard,  libgue,  £muiie,'  and  liardsliipt.  He  nji  « that  in  the  same  ipoce  <^ 
"  time  I  iStOOO  English  were  destroyed  in  the  sanie  manner  in  ^laiul"  So  that 
five  linec  as  moj  Inah  as  Eof  liib  penned  ia  that  lebeUion* 
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iiieiit  of  the  reigning  powers  of  Eoglandi  md,  ia  the  tinie 
of  the  protectorate,  aent  representatives  to  CromweU's  par- 
liament at  Westminster. 

At  tlic  Restoration,  a  parliament  being  assenftbled  i« 
IrclanH,  a  new  sftrlement  of  the;  country  took  place,  and 
on  that  st'tlli  inrnt  is  lounded,  in  a  great  measure,  the  re- 
maining power  ol  the  crown  in  Ireiaml.  Most  of  the  lands 
forfeited  by  the  Irish  had  been  grantctl  to  the  Unglish 
o{K(»rs  and  soldiers*  who  contributed  to  crush  the  rebellbn, 
and  were  still  in  thdr  possession.  As  these  lands  indisput- 
ably belonged  to  the  crown  at  common  law,  and  were  now 
in  tlie  hands  of  pcraous  who  hstd  few  pretensions  to  favor,  it 
was  natural  to  suppose  that  the  King  would  resume  them, 
and  had  he  done  so,  they  must  have  produrcd  a  prodigious 
revenue ;  but  he  acted  a  more  disinterested  part,  and  con- 
sented to  pass  the  famous  arts  of  settlement  and  explana- 
tion. By  these  laws  the  King,  in  a  great  ineasnrc,  resigned 
liis  riglit  to  the  forfeitures  *  ;  and,  as  a  coiii|)ensatiun  for  this 

generous  procedure,  and  some  other  coacesatoos»  the  new 
hereditary  revenue  was  settled  for  ever  on  the  crown. 

This  great  event  passed  in  the  administiaticMi  of  the  Duke 

of  Ormonil,  a  man  to  whom  both  England  and  Ireland  are 
so  signally  indebted,  that  it  is  with  pleasun*  I  dwell  on  his 
character.  He  was  sprung  from  tf^e  noblest  dlorid,  and*  in- 
herited the  largest  estate  in  the  kingdom ;  which,  together 
with  his  honors,  he  chearfuUy  risqued,  and  sacrificed  ia 

*fle  kito  tammi  to  thedNlUiiiv  of  the  court  of  wndt  urfllvenei.  / 
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defence  of  the  crown  ;  valianl,  generous,  open,  disinterested, 
and  sincere,  he  at  all  times  and  in  all  circumstances  preserved 
his  loyalty  spotless,  untainted,  and  entin-.  Whenever  con- 
sulted, he  delivered  his  1 1  ue  sentuiienls,  as  was  ins  duly; 
but  he  esteemed  it  equally  his  duty  to  act  contrary  to  those 
sentiments,  in  obedience  to  the  just  commands  of  \m  sove- 
reign, bcmg  determined  (as  he  expressed  hini'^elf)  to  serve 
his  royal  master  on  any  terms,  and  in  any  station.  E(jually 
ready  to  accept  or  to  resii^  otlice,  as  best  suited  his  prince's 
service,  he  never  permitted  discontent  or  ill-humour  to  in- 
trude on  his  temper  or  to  influence  his  coiulucl ;  even  when 
smarting  under  th('  unjnerited  neglect  of  tlic  Court,  he  jip- 
peared  silent,  ecpia),  and  resigned ;  whilst  others,  loaden 
ivitii  the  favors  of  the  frown,  flung  up  their  employments  in 
anijer,  and  ojiposetl  llie  government  of  their  benefactor  with 
all  the  vicjlcnce  and  rancour  of  personal  animosity  and  pri- 
vate revenge.  In  the  administration  of  Ireland  he  had 
alwa3's  one  great  object  in  view,  the  true  interest  of  the 
prince  and  the  people,  and  that  gre^t  object  he  ever  steadily 
pursued. 

A  consciousness  of  his  own  virtue  and  abilities  rendered 
him  superi(jr  to  the  apprehension  of  ditlicuky  ;  he  therefore, 
ID  ail  public  business,  undertook  without  hesitation,  and  ex- 
ecuted with  spirit  and  dispatch.  Above  the  common  expe- 
dients of  state,  which  only  answer  the  necessity  of  the  day, 
but  leave  a  large  debt  behind,  he  walked  finuljr  in  the  direct 
path,  knowing  tliat  gpod  sen'^r,  perseverance,  and  integrity, 
must  .at  last  surmount  e?ery  obstacle  and  attaitu their  utmost 
purpose.   In  a  word,  he  was  the  most  faithful  servant  9( 
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his  prince,  the  truest  tViciul  ni  his  country,  and,  ill  all  re- 
spects, the  greatest  man  of  the  age  lie  lived  iu. 

The  traiK  juillity  of  Ireland  being  completely  restored 
under  Onnond,  and  every  necessary  provision  ascertained 
for  Ihe  public  service,  no  new  occasion  offered  for  assembling 
a  parhauient  during  the  remainder  of  this  reign.  The  here- 
ditary revenue  was  not  only  sufiicient  for  all  the  civil  and 
military  charges  of  the  kingdom,  but  for  some  time  furnished 
a  considerable  surplus,  which  was  annually  remitted  to  the 
king.  It  was  indeed  reasonable  for  his  majesty  to  expect  it, 
as  he  had  entirely  given  up  what  by  law  was  his  own  pro- 
perty, in  exchange  for  a  revenue,  wliich  was  to  supply  not 
onljr  his  private  occasions,  but  to  support  every  public  ex- 
pence  ;  and  indeed  it  would  always  have  been  fully  sufficient 
for  these  purposes,  if  it  had  been  preserved  inviolate,  and 
been  managed  with  proper  care  and  attention  ;  but  the  great 
men  of  Ireland  saw  that  they  should  he  of  Httle  importance 
as  long  as  the  crown  was  rich,  and  that  their  value  only  rose 
in  proportion  to  the  necessities  of  their  prince ;  they  there- 
fore readily  combined  to  create  artificial  wants,  which  soon 
became  real  ones ;  and  thus,  for  above  fourscore  years  past, 
the  hereditary  revenue  has  been  esteemed  as  insufficient  to 
support  the  establisliments. 

I  pass  over  the  short  and  unhappy  reign  of  James  the 

Second,  and  proceed  to  the  great  revolution  in  1688,  from 

which  noMe  source  are  derived  all  our  present  blessings; 

the  security  of  our  laws  and  religion,  and  the  succession  of 

the  crown  in  his  Majesty's  illustrious  house. 
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In  the  year  1692,  King  William  appointed  Lord  Sidney 
chief  governor  of  Ireland,  and  sent  him  over  to  hold  a  par- 
liament in  thai  kingdom,  where  public  affairs  had  fallen  into 
great  disorder  during  the  late  troubles.  A.^  the  proceedings 
of  this  parliament  were  unusual,  and  as  they  have  been 
partly  imitated  in  a  recent  instance,  I  shall  here  give  a  short 
but  circumstantial  account  of  tlieui. 

This  parliament,  under  Sidney,  was  summoned  in  the 
usual  manner,  on  the  principles  of  Poynin^'  law.  Several 
certitied  bills  were  transinaied  to  England,  and  returned 
under  the  great  seal  of  England  to  Irelaiul,  Two  of  these 
bills  were  bills  of  supply :  the  House  of  Connnons  passed 
one  of  these  bills,  and  rejected  the  other.  Before  the  first 
reading  of  the  bill  which  they  passed,  they  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz.  1st.  That  it  was,  and  is,  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  in  parliament  as- 
sembled, to  prepare  the  ways  and  means  ot  rabing  mone}'-. 
2d.  That  it  was,  and  is,  the  sole  and  undoubted  right  of  the 
Commons  to  prepare  In  ids  of  a  bill  for  raising  money,  3d. 
That,  notwithstanding  the  aforesaid  riglits  of  the  Coiiiinoil8» 
they  think  fit,  in  consideration  of  the  present  exigencies  of 
affairs,  and  the  public  necessity  of  speedily  raising  a  sup- 
ply for  their  Majesties,  to  order  a  bill,  transmitted  out  of 
England,  intitled  "  An  Act  for  an  additional  Excise,  &c." 
to  be  read,  but  that  it  should  not  be  drawn  into  precedent: 
it  was  accordingly  read,  and  soon  afterwards  paaaed  into  a 
law.  On  the  day  following,  a  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  passed,  that  a  bill  now  on  the  table,  intitled  An  Act 
for  granting  to  their  Majesties  certain  duties  for  one  jear," 
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should  be  read.   It  passed  in  tlie  negative ;  aod  It  was  then 

resolved,  that  the  said  bill  should  be  lejecied,  and  that  it  be  | 

entered  t)n  the  Journals  of  the  House,  tlmt  tlic  reason  why  \ 
t  he  said  bill  was  rejected  ^vas,  that  the  same  had  not  its  rise  in 
this  Uousel 

Thus,  ot  two  bills  of  the  same  nature,  one  was  passed,  \ 
ihoitszh  it  did  not  take  its  rise  in  that  House,  and  the  ottber 
irab  rejected,  because  it  did  not  talte  its  rise  there. 

In  this  session  four  bilk  only  received  the  royal  assent* 

and  not  one  of  these  bills,  nor  the  heads  of  them,  had  been 
prepared  in  the  Irish  parhauient,  but  were  privy-council 
bills,  certilicd,  and  transmitted  to  England,  and  returned 
iirom  thence. 

As  Lord  Sidney  considered  Uie  constitution  to  be  invaded 
by  the  above  mentioned  votes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
thought  if  his  duty,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  session,  to  take 
particular  notice  of  their  proceedings,  and  to  enter  his  protest 
against  them. 

After  Ix)rd  Sidney  had  prorogued  this  parliament,  which 
was  never  allowed  to  sit  again,  his  excellency  and  the  privy 
council  directe<l  the  jttflii;r's  of  Ireland  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  act  of  the  iOlh  of  iJcnry  tljc  Seventh,  ronimoidy 
called  Poynings'  law,  and  the  act  of  the  3d  and  4th  of  Thilip 
and  'Marj,  and  the  other  acts  relative  to  the  lidding  of  parlia- 
nents  and  passing  of  bills  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  liic  report 
of  the  judges- thereupon  b  as  follows: — 1st.  That  it  is  not 
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the  sole  and  undoubted  right  of  the  Commons  of  Ireland,  in 
parliament  assembled,  to  prepare  beads  of  bills  for  raising 
money.  2dly.  That  the  chief  governor  and  cciuncil  may 
prepare  bills  for  raising  money,  and  may  certify  and  transmit 
the  same  to  their  majesties  and  the  council  of  England,  to 
be  returned  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  and  afterwards 
sent  to  tlie  Coinmons,  although' tlic  heads  of  such  bills  have 
not  their  fust  rise  in  the  House  of  Commons. — ^The  twelve^ 
judges  of  England  delivered  the  same  opinion  ;  and  it  seemed 
that  the  rashness  and  inconsequence  of  the  House  of  Commons 
were  admitted  and  acknowledged  in  the  ensuing  parliament^ 
held  In  J6^,  under  Henry  Lord  Capel,  who  succeeded  Lord 
Sidney  in  the  government. 

On  the  iipth  of  August,  the  Commons,  as  was  ever  the 
nsaf^c,  gave  the  first  reading  to  a  transmitted  bill,  to  esta- 
blish a  legal  cause  for  their  assembling. — The  cliief  governor 
in  his  speech  had  acquainted  the  House,  that  his  majesty 
had  transmitted  a  money-bili,  intitled  A  Bill  for  an  addi* 
tional  Excise/'  This  money-bill  was  presented  to  the  House 
on  the  second  of  September,  and  received  the  first  reading,  was 
committed,  reported,  and  engrosssd,  nemine  eontradieente. 
On  the  6th  if  was  read  a  third  time,  was  passed,  and  sent 
up  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence.  Here  is  a  full  recog- 
nition of  Poynings'  law,  by  the  unanimous- proceedings  of  tlte 
House  of  Conmions ;  for  their  proceedings  were  strictly  confor- 
mable to  the  law  of  Poynings,  in  the  very  first  parliament  held 
after  that  law  may  be  said  to  have  received  a  parliamentary 
censure.'— Tlie  practice  of  passing  transmitted  money-bills 
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opntimied  lunfimnly  iTom  fhat  period  to  die  Mnion  of  1769, 
being  a  space  of  near  Ibanoore  yeais. 

At  the  oommencenieDt  of  the  new  parlianicnts,  in  1708^ 
1713,  17l5t  1757,  and  I76I,  a  tiansmitted  bill  of  soidc  sort 
was  always  immediately  read,  in  order  to  validate  the  exist- 
ence of  a  parliament  under  IVivniuf;?;'  law,  and  a  transmitted 
money-bill  was  always  rea<^i,  ami  passed  in  a  sh«»rt  time  after. 
— I  have  been  the  tnore  particular  in  the  recital  of  these 
prt>ceeding8,  that  a  better  judgnicut  may  be  formed  of  the  true 
State  of  this  question,  vhidi  ia  gesieral  is  hat  little  undentood. 

In  the  jremaining  part  of  King  Williatn's  reign,  few  things 
occur  in  Ireland  that  merit  particular  mention.  I  must  not 
however  omit,  that  in  tliis  parliament,  held  under  Lord  Capcl, 
heads  of  a  bill  of  rights  were  sent  up  to  llie  lord  deputy 
to  be  transmitted  to  fJreat  Britain  in  due  form,  but  were 
never  returned.  In  this  parliament  also  the  sum  of  120,000/. 
towards  the  supply  was  raised  by  a  land  tax,  applotted, 
and  levied  in  the  same  manner  as  cesses  for  county  charges 
are,  by  presentment  of  grand  Juries.  No  land-tax  has  been 
fiince  revived  in  Ireland. — ^From  tlmt  period  to  the  present 
time  parliaments  have  been  regulariy  held  in  Ireland,  usually 
once  in  two  jrears,  and  in  eveij  sesuon  supjdies  have  been 
granted  to  makeup  the  deficiencies  of  the  hereditary  revenue* 
which,  as  I  have  mentioned  above,  was  become  inadequate 
to  the  public  chafge. 

In  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  a  law  was  passed  for  lodging 
the  army  in  barracks,  by  which  it  was  enacted,  that  no 
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troops  should  be  quartered  on  the  inhabitants  (as  is  tlie  prac- 
tice in  England)  excej)t  m  particular  cases,  nidi  as,  when 
they  are  on  a  march,  or  when  they  are  iraitiog  at  a  sea-port 
to  embark,  or  in  tinift  of  civil  comnnotion.   This  method  of 
stationing  the  army  in  barracks  is  certainly  more  regular  and 
more  military  than  that  of  billeting  and  dispersing  them 
among  the  j)(0[)l(>,  and  in  Ireland  it  was  for  many  reasons 
particularly  ncco.ary.    The  establishment  of  barracks  Im 
however  been  attempted  with  a  moat  enormous  expense  ;  for, 
under  colour  of  rebujldiug  or  repairing  them,  prodigious 
sums  of  money  are  daily  tJiFown  away ; — say  thrown  away, 
because  no  r^lar  permanent  system  has  yet  been  pursued. 
When  one  chain  of  barracks  has  been  finished  according  to 
a  well-considered  plan,  a  new  idea,  totally  different,  is  per- 
haps entertained ;  other  barracks  must  be  built,  and  an  ex- 
traordinary charge  is  incurred.    No  sooner  is  this  scheme 
established  than  a  third  is  offered,  entirely  contrary  to  tlie 
two  forrDcr ;  private  sobcitation  is  employed,  the  service  of 
the  public  Yields  to  the  interest  of  the  individual*,  and  the 
last  project  is  adopted  and  executed.    Thus  expense  is 
perpetually  accumulated  on  -expense,   barrack  demolishes 
barracky  and  the  labour  to  rebuild  goes  hand  in  band 
w^ith  the  labour  to  destroy.  Whoever  takes  the  trouble  of 
looking  over  the  barrack  accounts  will  see  that  there  is 
>iothing  exaggeiated  in  this  representation. 

But  the  most  remarkable  transaction  in  Ireland,  duriiifi 
the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  was  the  passing  >*^'at  arc  called 

*  A  man  of  consequence  in 

Ireland  desired  to  have-  barrack*        on  hi* 
lie  was  a  friend  of  the  mdext»^h  "      Kldom  tcfined. 
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the  popery  laws;  laws,  Avhich,  though  equally  repugnant 
to  gpod  policy  and  faumanity,  have  yet  remained  unrepealed 
and  unmitigated  since  their  first  institution. 

It' they  have  in  any  wise  undergone  alterations  and  amend- 
ments, those  altciatious  and  uuicndnients  have  been  only  to 
sharpen  thv\r  'irrimf)ny  and  invigorate  their  blows. — these 
laws  have  h(  ea  repicx  iited  hv  many  as  the  true  basis  of 
civil  .Iil>cr(y  and  the  piolwlant  n  li'^ion  in  Ireland.  T  shall 
here  endeavour  to  trace  their  origin,  and  describe  their  pro- 
gress and  operation^ 

In  the  reign  of  King  James  the  First,  a  number  of  neir 
aettleirs  from  England  and  Scotland  arrived  in  Ireland  (which 
was  then  mostly  popish)  aiul,  \\i\h  n  new  religion,  brought 
over  a  new  schism,  or  source  of  coutenlion  m  ith  the  old  in- 
habitants, many  of  whom  were  uf  Eiii!;lisli  descent,  and 
0(|uallv  tenacious  of  their  aneieut  opinions  and  poj^sesnions. 
Tlic  jcaloui>y  of  the  natives  impeached  the  title  of  the 
stranger ;  the  stranger  encroached  on  the  r^hts  of  the  natiire  ,* 
the  first  complained  of  legal  injustice,  the  latter  of  fraud  and 
violence ;  contest  begot  contest,  and  often  litigation  sprung 
from  decision.  The  protestant  abhorred  the  idolatrous  papist, 
and  the  papist  damned  the  reprol^ated  protestant;  the  mode 
of  faith  now  liecame  the  motive  of  enmity,  whilst  the  original 
ground  was  forgotten,  and  the  most  sacred  institution  was 
converted  into  an  instrument  oi'  mutual  injury  and  hatred. 

Thie  severe  government  of  Strafford  contained  these  ani- 
jnosities  within  bounds  2  bat  no  sooner  was  he  lemoved, 
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than  the  old  inhabitants  broke  out  into  open  hostility  and 
rebeNion.  After  a  fierce  but  inefiectual  struggle,  they  were 
totally  subdued,  and  became  obnoxious  to  almost  every 
ealamitj  which  can  befal  the  vanquished, 

A  new  arniy  of  new  settlere,  and  mostly  of  a  nfcwcr  reli- 
gion, whether  Indepcndants,  Anabaptists,  Sorinians, 
gJetonians,  Brownists,  or  Mil!cnari;ins,  now  obtaineti  large 
grants  of  forfeited  lands  in  Ireland ;  and  from  these  adven- 
turers are  descended  sonic  of  the  princijml  persons  of  the 
kingdom  in  opulcncg  and  power.    Most  of  these  settlers 
were  men  of  an  untoward  republican  spirit,  and  of  the 
sourest  levcn,  who  eagerly  adopted  tl»e  most  harsh  and 
oppressive  measures  against  those  upon  whose  ruin  they  rose, 
liie  Restoration  had  secured  to  them  their  property,  and  the 
Revolution  armed  them  with  |)()wct.   This  power,  instead 
of  using  it  with  justice  and  moderation,  they  stretched  to 
the  utmost  riconr,  and  seemed  determined  ultimately  to 
<Tiisli,  if  tlicy  could  not  immcdintcly  destroy.    They  did  not, 
however,  ull  at  once  urnnask  their  design:  tliey  proceeded 
by  cautious  steps,  and  m  the  rcigu  of  King  AVilUam,  most 
of  tlicir  provisions  against  popery  may  be  justified  on  the 
principles  of  sound  policy :  but  in  tlie  xeign  of  Queen  Anne 
they  threw  off  all  reservie,  they  avowed  their  intentions, 
and  executed  them  to  the  full.   For  this  purpose  they  passed 
those  acts,  which  have  now  for  these  seventy  years  paf*t  brca 
the  pstablislicd  law  of  the  land,  and  which  form  the  nio*t 
complete  code  of  persecution  that  ingenious  bigotry  ever 
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It  i$  but  justice  to  the  administcatioti  of  EngUuid  to  mea- 
lion,  that  thej  did  not  willingly  give  their  oonseat  to  these 
severe  statutes ;  but  not  chusing,  or  not  ventoriDg  to  avow 
their  disapprubaUon,  thejr  cutmingly  cloggjed  the  bills  with  a 

clause  which  Uiey  iniugined  would  infallibly  occasion  them 
lc>  he  rejected.  This  clause,  which  introduced  the  sacra- 
mental tost  as  a  nocossarv  qualification  of  office  and  em- 
ployment, could  not  l)c  v( TV  i);iI;itHhie  to  an  ns<;rmbly,  wlicrc 
some  of  tlie  principal  leader*  were  Coveuantcrii  and  Presby- 
terians. But  these  leaders,  on  this  occasion,  iu  their  severity 
to  the  scruples  of  others,  forgot  their  own,  and  oonscienoe 
was  suffered  to  deep  whilst  persecution  raged. 

The  hilb  were  passed,  and  the  edict  a^inst  popery,  like 

the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Fenians,  was  never  to  be  changed: 
bot  the  Test  Clause  relative  to  the  dissenters,  it  was  hoped, 
might,  at  a  favorable  opportunity,  either  be  repealed  or 
evaded. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  both  justice  and  prudence  authorize 
penal  laws  against  papists  in  a  protestant  country.  The 
wisdom  of  every  state  must  secure  itself  from  every  danger 
on  every  side.  During  these  two  centuries  past,  religion  has 
been  considered  as  an  adventitious  part  in  the  policy  of 
almost  all  the  governments  in  Europe,  and  in  some  it  is  so 
intenvov  f-n  with  the  constitution,  that  the  ruin  of  the  one  is 
supj>ose(l  to  involve  the  destruction  of  the  other.  Tliis  has 
long  been  an  established  opinion  in  England,  and  thence 
Knglaud  early  and  continually  gnardcd  against  tlte  perils  of 
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popery ;  but  she  has  done  it  with  dignity,  with  judgment, 
and  moderation.  She  looked  on  popery  as  on  her  other  foes, 
whose  secret  machinations  she  might  apprehend,  but  whose 
open  assaults  she  defied. 

To  the  lot  of  Ireland  it  has  fallen  to  ingraft  abs\irdity  on 
the  wisdom  of  Eniil;(iul,  and  tyninny  on  the  religion  that 
profesbcs  huuianity.    Dy  her  laws  ae;ainst  popery,  the  bonds 
of  society,  the  tiejs  of  nature,  aud  ull  the  charities  of  km- 
dfed  and  friendship,  are  torn  to  pieces;  those  are  altured 
whS  could  not  be  compelled ;  traps  are  laid  for  youth  and 
inexperience,  and  it  becomes  a  maxim  of  state  to  encourage 
tlie  profligate  and  reward  the  ungrateful.    The  concord  of 
brothel's  is  dissolved,  the  son  is  armed  against  tlie  father, 
and  the  husband  and  wife  are  taught  to  break  through  the 
most  sacred    and    tender  attachments,    wlicn   invited  by 
interest,  iaconstaney,  or  libertinism.    It  is  no  longer  the 
Protestant  that  is  to  be  on  his  guard  against  the  Papist, 
but  the  Papist  imist  be  armed  at  all  points,  and  watch  day 
and  night  against  the  legal  assaults  of  his  wife,  lus  diildrcn, 
and  his  khidred.   If  all  their  affections  ate  secure,  yet  hia 
neigfabonr  has  an  interest  to  become  ^au  informer  against 
Jum ;  bis  mrd  of  defence  may  wound  himself,  and  the 
hospitality  of  his  roof  may  leave  him  without  a  roof  to  shelter 
bim:  a  hill  of  discovery  may  strip,  him  in  »  moment  of  all 
his  possessions. 

Frcchided  from  o(f\ccs  of  public  trust  or  cnioliunent,  the 
Papist  ia  even  deprived  of  the  comfort^  of  pi'vnte  life  in 
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bosom  of  his  family  : — his  children  may  br  tak(Mi  from  him, 
niul  educated  nt  his  expense  in  a  profession  he  dislikes. — If 
he  entertains  a  popish  bishop  or  reauiar  ])rif^st  in  his  house, 
for  their  insU'uctioOt  he  is  punishable  for  the  first  and  second 
offence  by  pecuniary  penalties,  and  for  the  third,  he  forfeits 
all  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  all  his  estates  of  freehold 
and  inheritance  during  his  life.—  I'opisli  seliouls  are  pro- 
hibited in  Ireland  ;  and,  a  Papist  bred  abroad,  iocurs  the 
strongest  legal  disabilities. 

If  the  son  of  a  Papist  professes  himself  a  Protestant, 
which  he  may  do  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  father's  pro- 
perty is  instantly  altered  ;  his  estate  in  fee  simple  is  con- 
verted into  a  tenure  for  life,  and  a  third  of  his  whole  fortune, 
real  and  personal,  is  taken  from  him  for  the  immediate  use 
of  the  conformist.  The  heir  at  law  of  a  Papist,  if  he  either 
is  or  becomes  a  Protestant,  defeats  every  grant  or  settlement 
made  to  his  prejudice,  and  enters  into  possession  as  a  matter 
of  course. — If  the  heir  at  law  rontijuips  a  Papist,  the  estate 
gavels  among  the  sous ;  if  there  be  no  sons,  among  the 
daughters ;  and  in  failure  of  daughters,  among  the  colla- 
terals. A  Papist  is  not  only  incapable  of  purchasing  lands 
of  inheritance,  but  he  is  incapable  of  tai&ing  a  lease  for 
more  than  thirty-one  years ;  and  even  under  this  short 
tenure,  two-thirds  of  the  value  must  be  lesmred  to  the  lessor. 

A  popish  mechanic  cannot  take  more  than  two  appren- 
tices ;  and  there  are  certain  towns,  in  which  the  law  forbids 
him  to  inhabit.  ' 
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No  Papist,  or  trustee  lor  a  Pajiist,  can  tak«}  or  rect  ive 
aa  annoify  for  life,  or  term  of  jears^jdetermiuable  upon 
lives,  or  fckr  any  estate  chai^ble  on  or  that  may  affect 
lands*. 

Any  Pai>ist  of  sixteen  ycais  old  may  be  summoned  by 

two  justices  of  the  peace,  and  examined  upon  OOth,  when 
and  where  lie  licard  mass,  who  celcbrdtcd  the  same,  and  who 
were  present  at  the  celebration  ;  and,  on  rtfusul  to  inform, 
may  be  sent  to  tlie  common  gaol  for  twelve  niont!>s  01  pay 
a  penalty  of  20  /.  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.    Any  Va[ml  of 
sixteen  years  old  may  be  summoned  to  take  the  oatii  of 
abjuration  and,  on  the  third  refusal,  incurs  the  penalty  of  a 
pnemunire. 

Tlicrc  is  a  multitude  of  other  clauses  in  tliese  popery  laws, 
not  less  harsli  and  oppressive;  but  there  is  one,  and  of  a 
very  recent  date,  which  will  scaiedy  be  credited: — ^It  is 
actually  a  tact,  tliat  in  Ireland  a  marriage  between  a  Pro- 
testant and  a  Papist  is  null  and  void  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  without  any  process,  judgment,  or  sentence  of 
Jaw  whatsoever.    Nay,  a  marriage  between  t\;  o  Protestants, 
if  ceJcbrated  by  a  Popish  priest,  is  equally  i;ieft'ectual.  Sucb 
bave  been  the  receot  Trisdom  .and  virtue  of  the  Iiish  legislar 
ture,  that  a  husband  may  abandon  bis  vife,  or  the  wife  the 
Husband,  after  twenty  years  aihabitatioo*  ^nd  ihdr  whole 
v^e  be  Jegdly  bastardised.   Instances  of  vxich  pe^uty 
dishonor  are  indeed  very  rare  for,  happj]^,  the  honest  afiec- 
^ona  of  mankind  are  too  strong  for  the  tyrasinj  of  such  un- 
'^tonable  statutes.  ' 
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AvemtssioQ  of  many,  and  an  amendment  of  aU,  of  these  laxra 
are  now  become  necessary.  For,  the  dangers  of  popery  being 
removed,  or  sufficiently  guarded  against,  the  first  great  prin- 
ciple of  government  ou^t  to  be  to  make  every  subject  of 
the  state  as  useful  to  it  as  possible.  Where  this  great  prin- 
ciple tloes  not  prevail,  there  is  a  defect  of  sound  j)oiicy  :  now, 
it  is  impossible  for  Papists  to  become  mrh  subjects  under 
their  present  circumstances,  whilst  we  are  po  prtually  awaken- 
ing their  regret  for  what  they  have  lost,  invalitlaiing  their 
security  for  what  they  still  preserve,  and  witldiolding  from 
tiiem  a  moderate  d^ree  of  permanency  in  what  their  labour 
might  obtain.  It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say,  that  in  Irdand 
a  Papist  cannot  inherit,  acquire,  or  bequeath,  for  in  all 
these  cases  he  is  liable  to  be  disquieted  or  defeated. 

The  laws  of  Ireland  against  Papists  arc  the  harsh  dictates 
of  persecution,  not  the  calm  suggestions  of  I  '-n-^nn  .uitl  policy. 
They  threaten  the  Papists  with  penalties  iu  case;  oi'  tbieign 
education,  and  yet  allow  them  do  education  at  hotue.  They 
shut  the  doors  of  their  own  university  against  them,  and 
forbid  them  to  enter  any  other.  Ko  man  shall  go  to  lecture 
-who  will  not  go  to  church.  A  papist  shall  not  be  a  divine, 
a  physician,  a  lawyer,  or  a  soldier ;  he  shall  be  nothing  but 
a  Papist.  He  cannot  be  a  lawyer,  for  the  law  is  not  his  friend ; 
he  cannot  be  n  ?:o!flicr,  and  draw  his  sword  for  his  country, 
for  he  is  forced  to  draw  iL  against  it:  we  will  not  admit  hira 
into  our  own  service,  and  yet  denounce  vensjeance  against  him 
if  he  engages  "»  another.  If  he  becomes  a  trader  or  me- 
chanic, he  shall  scarcely  enjoy  liic  rights  of  a  citizen,  if  a 
ibrmer,  he  shall  not  cultivate  or  improve  his  possessions, 
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hang  discouraged  by  the  short  limitation  of  his  tenure )  and 
jet  we  complain  of  the  dulness  and  iazioess  of  a  people^ 
whose  spirit  is  leatrained  ih>m  exertion,  and  whose  iodustiy 
has  no  reward  to  excite  it  This  is  one  great  cause  why  the 
Irish  do  not  make  a  more  rapid  progress  in  tillage  and  mar^ 
nnfactares.  There  are  others ;  but  if  these  were  removed, 
the  rest  would  be  less  sensibly  felt:  humanity  and  policy 
equally  demand  itr-The  exiled  soldier,  who  now  seeks 
bcead  in  foreign  service,  will  return  a  loyal  subject— the  idle 
peasant  will  become  a  laborious  husbandman— the  slothful 
tradesman  will  be  changed  into  a  diligent  artisan ;  and  two 
millions  of  people  will  be  rendered  useful,  flourishing^  and 
happy.  . 


I  now  come  to  the  reign  of  King  Geoi^^  the  Fimt,  in  the 
sixth  year  of  which  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  passed 
the  famous  statute*  for  securing  the  dependency  of  Ireland 

•  The  occasion  of  tlie  statute  of  tlie  6th  George  First,  for  securing  the  depend- 
ence of  Ireland,  and  taking  away  the  judicature  of  the  Imh  House  of  Fcen,  was 
as  foliows : 

Maurice  Annealey  vtrrut  Hester  Sherlock. 
In  1715  Hester  Sherlock  appealed  to  the  Lords  of  Ireland  from  a  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  pronounced  in  1710,  which  decree  the  Lords  of  Ireland  re- 
versed on  the  lyth  Junct  1716.  From  this  order  of  reversal,  Maurice  Annesley 
appealed  to  die  Houac  of  Loide  in  Greet  Britdn,  inaiidng  dtat  no  eppeal  did  lie 
to  the  House  of  Lords  .in  Ireland  from  any  decree  of  the  Exchequer  there>  but 
that  all  app^  jls  from  that  Court  ought  to  be  prosecuted  before  the  Lorils  of  Great 
Britain,  as  the  uriiy  iuprcme  court  of  judicature.  Hester  Sherlock,  instead  of  an- 
ewering  this  appeal,  petitioned  the  Lords  of  Ireland,  insisting  that  no  proceeding 
could  be  had  before  any  Gmnrt  of  .  judicature,  to  avoid  the  judgment  and  decree  of 
their  Lordships.  Upon  the  rcmling  of  this  petition,  .lil  the  Int.h  LorJb  were  fum- 
moncd  to  attend  on  the  23d  of  September,  1717,  when  it  was  proposed  by  some 
Lord  that  the  Judges  should  be  asked,  whether,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  au  ap- 
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on  tlic  crown  of  Great  ^tain,  for  cstablislting  the  power  of 
the  Britiib  Legislature  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland,  and 

peil  did  lie  from  a  decree  ef  the  Exchequer  to  Ac  Pivtiament  of  Great  Sritatn  ? 
but  this  question  having  pilMd  in  the  negative,  and  all  the  Lay  Lorcl<i,  except  Lord 
Chancellor  Middleton,  and  Lord  Doneraile  (brother  of  Sir  John  St.  Lcgcr,  tlien 
one  of  the  Borons  of  the  Exchequer)  being  clear  with  respect  to  their  own  jutis- 
dictioiit  die  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kildare  was  ordered  to  pet  Hester  Sherlock  in 
possession.  Possession  was  accordingly  delivered,  pursuant  to  the  itfcrer  of  the 
ImiAs  of  Ireland.  Maurice  Anne&ley  having  complained  cu  the  Lords  of  Great 
Sritain  of  these  proceedings,  it  was  ordered,  that  IV!auricc  Annesler  shoaM  be  rf- 
storcd  to  his  poisesiion,  and  that  the  Cuurt  of  Eicliei|uer  in  IrctanJ  sl-.ould  forth- 
with Cause  the  possession  to  be  restored.  Pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Lords  of 
Ofcat  Bcitaio*  the  Coart  of  Exdieiiuer  directed  Ae  Sheriff  of  the-  county  01 
K'.ldarc  to  restore  Maurice  Anneslcv  to  posscision.  The  SJicrifF  refused  to  obey 
the  order  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  for  his  contempt  wa<  attached.  The 
Sheriffi  on  being  attached,  appKed  to  the  Lord*  of  Ireland  for  relief)  who  came  to 
scver.il  r'-soUitu  ns  ;'pprovi:ig  of  tli^-  conduct  of  tlic  SherifT,  ami  coiuicmning  that 
of  die  Court  of  Exchequer.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  tlut  the  Chief  fianm 
and  Batons  should  be  tdcen  imo  cuatody  by  the  Black  Rod,  and  that  the  iriiok 
proceedings  should  be  laid  before  the  King.  On  the  17th  Octoberi  1719^  an 
#  tjumbic  representation  of  the  Lord*  spiritual  and  temporal,  in  Pailiainent  as.«embfed, 

to  tlic  King  was  agreed  to,  and  transmitted.  The  King,  on  receiving  this  re  pre - 
Ktttation  of  the  Lords,  directed  it  ahoold  he  laid  before  die  Lords  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Lords  of  Great  Britain  entered  into  sevrral  resolutions  rnn-Jcniiilng  tlic  pro. 
Lcedings  of  the  Lords  of  Irclaiid,  atKi  approving  of  the  cuiuluct  of  the  Court  of 
£acheqiier»  and  fhaefore  ordeieda  biD  to  he  biought  in  for  die  belter  ftcuritif  the 
,*epcndenry  of  Ireland  Od  the  CTOWQ  of  GuCBt  Brilaiilf  whtcb  passed  iniO  I  law  ill 
the  6th  George  I  srst. 
Fidr  the  Stale  TVbIs,  toI.  vi.  page  193,  for  die  leaolotion  of  %  I<onlt  of 

Irel.iV.d  on  this  occ.ision. — The  ens:;  of  Aiinesley  and  Slitr!iKl<  \v.>$  not  tlie  first 
caae,  in  which  the  English  House  of  Lords  declared  the  Irish  House  to  have  no 
juiiMliciion.  In  King  'Williatn'ii  teign  (in  the  case  of  die  Bishop  of  Deny  and  die 
Londonderry  Society)  it  was  adjuilgcJ  tliat  tlic  appeal  of  tlic  Bishop  of  Dcrry  to 
the  House  of  Ixwda  of  Ireland,  from  a  decree  of  the  Irish  Chancery,  was  C»ram 
nenjuditt,  and  diBtflt  iheproceedinga  dicicttpoii  were  null  and  vd^  and  if  either 
patty  WW  aiggiiefod  by  die  dectee  in  Iidand,  be  might  puraoe  bb  paoper  lemedy 
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for  suppressing  the  judicature  of  the  Irish  House  of  Peers. 
However  necessary  this  ns'^ertion  of  superiority  appeared  to 
the  British  Parharaent,  it  was  considered  by  the  Irish  as  an 
indignity  to  their  nation.  It  deprived  one  part  of  a  privi- 
lege they  had  long  exercised,  and  subjected  the  whole  to  an 
autliority,  which,  though  thej  were  unwilling  to  avow,  they 
did  not  deny.  It  was  wantonness,  they  said,  to  arrogate 
what  was  not  disputed,  and  an  insult  to  seize  whut  had  never 
beep  refused.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  right  did,  and 
ought  to  exist  in  the  mother  country ;  but  in  a  controversy 
of  this  kind,  unless  some  eftectual  exertion  of  tlie  right  fol- 
lows the  declanUion  of  it,  the  declaration  had  better  not  be 
made.  It  must  either  become  contemptible  or  insulting.  If 
the  first,  we  lose  the  power  meant  to  be  preserved ;  if  the 
latter,  we  are  unwise  to  exasperate,  unless  determined  to 
enforce  or  appease. 

It  was  expected  that  the  Irish  Parliament  would  have 
expressed  a  lively  sense  of  these  proceedings  of  the  British, 
and  have  come  to  some  angry  resolutions.  Nothing  how- 
ever of  this  kind  happened ;  whether  they  recoUected  the 
Act  of  Recognition*,  or  submitted  themselves  to  the  pru- 


by  an  ;ippeal  to  the  English  House  of  Lords  i  but,  notwithstanding  tius,  appeals 
«««  fccdfcd  by  die  Xrnh  Howe  of  Lordi  tiO  die  6di  George  Tatit,  te  n  hen 
mentioned. 

•  In  the  4th  of  Will-nm  nnH  Mary,  the  Act  of  Recognition  of  their  Majesties 
undoubted  right  to  the  Crown  of  Ireland  was  passed  hy  the  Irish  Parliament }  the 
preamble  of  which  runs  thus,.  For  as  much  as  this  kingdom  of  Ireland  i«  annexed 
« ind  vniicd  to  the.  Impeihl  Crown  of  Eoghuul,  and  bf  die  bnvt  and  itatntt*  of 
«  this  kii^dom  is  deckied  to  be  justly  and  righdolly  dependttft  npoft  «ad  hefa^giog 

andfor  efcr mtoed  todie eamet  &c>  Ac*" 
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denoe  and  address  of  their  governors,  is  not  easy  now  to 
detennine;  but  although  they  remained  silent  upon  this 
point,  yet  Aey  let  few  opportunities  pass  of  expipesong  their 
discontent. 

'  When  it  is  not  thought  expedient  to  declare  the  real 
cause  of  political  resentment,   an  imaginary  grievance  is 
usually  started,  and  tlie  diair  is  lumtcd  with  as  much  eager- 
ness as  the  eeiuiinc  game.    Men,  who  liuvc  been  en»a<^d 
ill  party,  look  back  with  astonishment,  like  soldiers  after  a 
balllc,  at  the  dangers  they  have  run,  and.  iVuin  impunity 
and  success  gather  encouragement  to  repeat  their  teonerity. 
Did  we  not  every  day  see  the  excesses  to  which  faction  is 
capable  of  driving  men,  in  other  respects  the  most  candid 
and  dispassionate^  it  would  scarcely  he  believed  that  the 
most  important  subject  of  a  most  outrageous  public  cla^ 
mour,  and  of  a  long  and  painful  parliamentary  enquiry, 
was  a  patent  granted  hy  the  crown  (as  liad  been  frequently 
practised)  to  a  |Mivatc  ])crson,  iui|)o\v erinji  lum  to  coin  a 
certain  quantity  of  copper  njoney  ftir  the  use  of  Ireland  *. 
This  patent,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  highly  excci)Uonab!c, 
but  it  by  no  means  merited  the  bustle  that  was  made  about 
it.   An  earthquake,  a  pestilence^  or  a  famine  would  not  have 
occasioned  a  more  general  constemati^.  The  Coundl/  the 

•  It  had  always  been  thr  practice  to  grant  patents  to  priv  itc  pfrsr.ns  for  tliis 
paiposc,  and  Ireland  had  at  this  time  no  otlKT  copper  monej  but  what  had  been 
ctnaei  by  the  patentee*.  Tbe  frant  to  Wood,  wKA  wn  to  much  compfaidcd  of, 

impowcrcil  ir.ri  to  coin  ic8,':cd/.  out  of  ^(jo  tons  of  coppt-r;  liut  the  expres- 
sions ot  tlic  patent  were  so  looscj  that  there  was  great  room  for  fraud  and 
chicanery. 
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Lords,  the  Commoiw,  the  wise  and  the  uni])le,  the  rich  and 
the  beggar,  all,  all  combined  to  express  their  terror  at 
Wood's  halipence,-  and  to  deprecate  their  currency.  At 
length  the  King,  iu  compliance  with  a  parliamentary 
.  address,  was  graciously  pleased  tu  recal  the  patent ;  a  0(m- 
cession  which,  however  expedient  in  this  instance,  like 
must  concessions  to  ]iopular  importunity,  was  forgotten  al- 
most as  soon  as  it  was  made. 

On  the  accession  of  King  George  tlie  Second,  in  1727, 
the  additional  duties,  which  are  equal  to  about  a  third  of 
die  heraditary  revenue,  wens  granted,  nearly  such  as  they 
now  exist ;  so  that  although  Great  JMtain,  and  every  other 
country  in  Europe  have  since  that  time  uiidei^gone  various 
new  taxations,  yet  no  new  tax  for  the  public  service  of 
government  has  been  imposed  on  Ireland  during  these  fifty 
vrnvs  pa<!t,  except  those  inconsiderable  ones  called  the  1-oan 
Dill  ICS,  wlii(  h  are  not  frraiited,  like  the  rest,  in  aitl  of  tlic 
hrrediiarv  k  \(  ih!p,   to  support  the  establishments,  but  arc 
sokly  upptupriatctl  to  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  to 
the  Utpiidation  of  the  principal  of  the  national  debt,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  debt  was  not  xeally  contracted  for  the 
service  of  govo-nment.   There,  are  indeed  some  other  small 
duties  levied,  and  appropriated  for  the  encouragement  of 
tilbge,  and  of  particular  branches  of  trade  and  mannfi^^'^^^''^^ 
which  for  convenience  are  paid  into  tlie  hands  of  the  king's 
officers,  but  the  crown  has  no  other  concern  in  them. 


y\.s  the  modern  jiart  of  the  history  of  tbc  Irish  frovcrnmcnt 
becomes  every  day  more  interesting,         necessary  that  the 
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namittve  should  be  more  full  and  parlicu]»r.    In  fomier 
times,  the  administration  was  confided  bjr  ths  Lord  lieu- 
tenant, during  liis  absence,  to  such  persons  as,  from  liis  con- 
viction of  their  talents  ami  Iiiteij;nty,   he  esteemed  worthy 
of  80  great  a  trust.    He  did  not  ihinkHiinisclf  ol>lifTed  to  con- 
fine his  choice  to  certain  great  ofliccis  ol'  stat<',  merely  be- 
cause they  were  such ;  but  considered  oilier  cia  uia^tances 
than  ^accidental  station,  as  necessary  for  ttiis  cmployuient ; 
such  as  knowledge  of  business,  and  knowledge  of  tbe  country, 
its  laws  and  revenues,  integrity  and  disinterestedness,  loyaltjr, 
zeal,  and  activity.   But  in  later  times  it  seems  to  ha\*e  been 
a  kind  of  estabUshed  nde  thnt  .tlie  Lord  Lieutenant,  re^rd- 
ing  rank  alone,  should  at  his  departure  leave  the  government 
in  the  hands  of  the  priucipnl  persons  of  the  church  and  the 
law,  together  nith  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
—  these  gentlemen  ^erc  usually,  appointed  Lords  Ju'^tices, 
and  in  this  manner  the  conduct  of  Irish  afiairs  continued  for 
tbe  greatest  part  of  the  late  reign,  without  any  oinsidenible 
-variation.— The  Lord  Lieutenant  came  over  once  in  two 
yean,  staid  a  few  months,  lived  in  kingly  state,  provided 
for  his  chaplain  and  secretary,  received  freedoms,  gold  boxes, 
and  complimentary  addresses,  and  then  huiried  back  to  Eng- 
land with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

The  Lords  Justices,  by  tlieir  connections  and  influence 
in  the  House  of  Connnons,  thd  what  was  usually  termed  the 
King's  business  in  parhament,  but  which  in  truth  was  rather 
their  own,  as  it  enabled  them  lo  eslabffish  their  power,  and 
to  doBuiieeF.without  coBtnml  in  the  interior  government  of  the 
countiy.-  Thus,  fiom  thdr  rank  in  their  aevend  departments* 
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from  the.  pouxr  ot'  lUcir  deputation,  and  i]\c\v  own  diligence, 
tliev  became  important;  the  aduiinistration  in  Kn<rland  con- 
wdei-ed  them  as  necessarj',  and  that  nothing;  conid  Ik;  done 
in  Ireland  witliout  tlicm. — ^Thc  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  }i;id 
accepted  the  government  as  a  dignity  to  swell  his  titles,  not 
to  increase  his  troubles  ;  to  add  to  his  dependants,  and  nol 
to  his  harness;  who  froiii  inattention  was  ignorant,  and  from 
indolence  unwilling  to  undergo  the  laborious  duties  of  liis  sta- 
tion, conunittcd  all  public  atlairs  iq  their  entire  management. 
IJis  chiet"  object  was  to  lea\e  matters  as  he  found  them  ;  and 
he  esteemed  himself  happy  if,  after  six  or  seven  months 
bustle  and  parade,  he  met  with  no  insult  oa  qiiittiag  Ireland, 
orxxsnsuce  oa  arhviDg  in  England. 

Things  remained  on  this  footing  till  the  year  1751,  the 
grand  epoclia  of  those  party  ieuds  wtucii  have  disturbed  and 
disgraced  the  parliamentary  proceedings  of  Ireland  ever  since. 
At  this  period  Dr.  Stone  was  at  the  head  of  the  church,  and 
Mr.  Boyle .  had  sat  near  twenty  years  in  the  chair  of  the 
House  of  Conmions.   The  latter  was  a  man  of  sound  under* 
standing,  of  affable  manners  joined  to  a  resolute  mind  :  the 
former  was  ingenious,  supple,  and  insinuating,  of  boundless 
presumption,  and  insatiable  ambition. — Mr.  Boyle,  from  his 
station,  his  prudence,  and  his  unshaken  attachment  to  his 
friends  derived  his  power  and  maintained  it  with  steadiness 
and  dignity.   Dr.  Stone  aspired  to  this  power,  and  was  eager 
instantly  to  seise  what  his  colleague  had  otAained  by  perse- 
verance and  time. — The  Speaker  was  jealous  of  the  enterprise 
and  address  of  his  young  riral ;  the  Primate  dreaded  the  arts 
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of  the  old  statesman ; — ^  one  could  not  brook  the  ecde- 
siastical  politician ;  the  other  determioed  to  overturn  the  lay 
dictator : — both  employed  the  usual  arms  of  courtiecs,  and 
both  busily  prepared  for  the  pariiamentary  campaign. 

!nie  Duke  of  Dorset,  now  Appointed  lord  lieutenant,  'had 
been  the  primate's  first  patron,  and  was  naturally  inclined  to 
support  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  The  subtle  churchman 
,  cultivated  this  disposition,  and  improved  to  the  utmost  the 
advantage  of  his  ground. — ^Afikirs  now  began  to  wear  a  differ* 
ent  face :  the  chief  governor  did  not,  for  he  could  not,  de- 
pend on  the  old  system,  aa  the  leaders  were  divided.  He 
was  obliged  to  form  a  new  party ;  but,  instead  of  command-* 
ing  it  himself,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  he  put  the  primate 
at  the  head  of  it.  Thus,  what  was  intended  for  the  support 
of  government  became  injorious  to  it,  and  served  but  as  an 
engine  to  promote  the  viewft  and  to  gratify  the  ambition  of 
Stone. — Ihe  dignity  and  independence  of  administration  were 
the  avowed  motives  but  the  personal  contest  betwe^  the 
speaker  and  the  primate  was  the  real  source  of  national  divi- 
sion ;  under '  their  banners  the  whole  kingdom  seemed  to 
range,  and  to  wait  with  impatience  for  the  day  of  decision. 
An  occasion  for  essaying  their  strength  was  not  long  wanting : 
the  late  surveyor-general  was  made  the  instrument  of  tiia), 
and  the  ruin  of  an  honest  and  an  innocent  individual  was 
to  be  the  test  of  superiority,  before  any  national  question 
was  ventured  on.— Mr.  Boyle  was  victoritms,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate Neville  was  expelled. — Not  satisfied  with  this  advan- 
tage, the  speaker  resolved  to  ha^zard  a  contest  on  the  more 
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momentous  subject  of  the  king's  prerogative.  This  question, 
as  being  weighty  in  itself,  and  serious  ia  its  coosequeuces, 
I  iliall  endeavour  briefly  to  explain. 

After  the  conchision  of  the  jieace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  an 
increase  of  the  trade  of  Ireland  brought  so  great  an  .augmen- 
tation to  his  majesty's  revenue,  that,  in  two  year$»  a  very 
considerable  redundance  appeared  in  the  treasury.  There 
can  be  no  question  of  this  redundance  bdng  the  property  of 
the  crown  ;  for  it  arose  from  the  exceedings  of  the  hereditary 
revenue  and  of  the  additional  duties,  which  are  granted  to 
the  king  without  any  appropriation.  These  being  now  much 
more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  charges  of  the  establish-  ' 
xnent  and  other  expcnces  of  government,  it  follows  that  the 
surplus*  as  it  is  vested  in  the  king,  so  it  must  be  at  his 
disposal. 

The  public  had  contracted  a  large  debt  in  the  late  war; 
but,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  dischaige  of  the 
principal  of  that  debt,  certain  duties  had  been  granted  by 
parUament,  and  specially  appropriated  to  that  purpose 
alone.  The  crown  however  was  witllmg  to  employ  a  share 
of  its  treasure  towards  exonerating  the  nation  and  lessening 
its  incumbiance. 

Accordinglyt  in  1749*  there  being  then  a  balance  of 
220,000  /.  and  upwards  in  the  vice-treasurer^s  hands,  it  was 
moved  in  the  House  of  Commons,  by  the  kinffs  attorney-* 
general,  that  this  balance  should  be  applied  to  disduugo  a' 
certain  portion  of  the  pablic  debt.  As  the  occasion  was 
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new,  gcnlk-meii  avcic  al  a  loss  to  know  in  what  maimer  the 
king's  constMit  ought  to  appear.  However,  tlicy  biought  in 
heads  of  a  bill  for  ihe  pavajciit  ut  the  several  principal  sums 
»)f  70,000/.  uiul  j8,000/.,  ill  wliicli,  aikr  several  recitals 
relative  to  ihc  debt,  there  was  this  recital :  "  "Wliercas  tliere 
**  is  a  cousiderable  balance  in  tlie  vice-treasm cr's  hands 
♦*  unapplied,  and  it  AviH  be  for  yoiu  jnajesty's  s(  r\  ice,  and 
♦*  the  case  of  your  faithful  subjects  of  Irehiiul,  that  80 
"  mucli  (liereof  as  can  Ix-  ronvcnicnlly  spareii  should  l)e 
"  paid,  agreeably  to  your  majesty "s  iiut^t  gracious  intentions, 
"  in  disclinrge  ot  the  said  debt/' — '1  lie  bill  >vas  passed  in  tliis 
form,  Avhirli  contained  ;in  acknowledgment  of  the  kings 
right  to  determine  liow  mqcli  could  be  spared,  and  that  hi* 
gracious  intentions  on  that  subject  had  been  communicated  ta 
them  previous  to  the  drawiug  up  the  heads  of  the  bill. 

In  1751,  the  Duke  of  Doi*set,  iu  his  speech  from  the  throne 
at  the  opening  of  the  session,  declared  that  his  majesty 
"irould  graciously  comeufy  and  lecommended  to  them,  that 
snch  part  of  the  money  then  remaining  in  the  treasury,  as 
fihould  be  thought  consistent  with  the  public  service,  be  ap- 
plied toM  ards  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt.  This  shewed 
that  his  majesty  considered  his  previous  cvment  as  necessary 
to  that  application.  The  Commons,  in  tbcir  answer^  thanked 
the  king  for  his  recommendation,  and  took  no  notice  of  his 
consent.  A  bill  thus  framed  was  sent  in  the  usual  manner 
to  Great  Britain,  which  was  returned  with  the  insertion  of 
tiie  word  consent ;  an  assertion  plainly  in  affirmance  of  what 
his  majesty  insisted  on  in  right  of  his  prerogative.  The  bill, 

thus  altered,  passed  both  houses  without  au  objecttoa  or  » 
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single  negative,  and  received  the  royal  assent.  If  tlie  con- 
stant exertion  of  tlie  royal  power  over  the  money  in  the 
jictual  hands  of  ihi-  king's  treasurer  wanted  a  formal  recog- 
nition of  right  i'roiu  parliament,  that  recognition  was  Jiow 
given  in  express  terms  by  their  unaninious  decision.  Here 
then  arc  two  undisputed  precedents,  the  one  of  174(),  and 
the  other  of  1751,  for  the  establishment  of  the  king's  prero- 
gative in  this  instance. 

The  session  of  1753  was  opened  by  the  Duke  of  Dorset, 
who,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne,  repeal rd  exactly  the 
same  words  of  bis  majesty's  con«ient  and  recommendation  as 
in  tlie  fttrmer  session.  It  Avas  answered  in  just  tiie  same 
manner  :  the  House  of  Commons  omitted  echoing  back  the 
word  consent,  but  expressed  their  sens(-  of  the  king's  recom- 
mendation. In  the  heads  of  the  bill  prepared  bv  them, 
they  were  silent  on  both  points,  and  neither  mentioned  the 
king's  consent  nor  his  recommcnclnfion.  These  omissions  were 
supplied  in  England,  and  the  bill  was  returned  with  the 
proper  insertious,  according  to  the  form  of  the  preceding 
session. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr.  lioyle  exerted  his  whole 
weight  and  influence  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
tlic  crown,  iu  defiance  of  all  decency,  consistency,  and 
gratitude. 

The  bin  was  rejected  by  122  to  II7.— Though  the  crown 
was  defeated  on  tiiis  point,  yet  its  opponents  might  say, 
like  Pyrrbu8»  that  such  another  victoiy  would  undo  them. 
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A  niajoni y  of  five  h  but  unsteady  f<«,ting  againat  gorem- 
mcnt,  and  must  soon  be  mastered,  it  property  contended 
with;  and  indeed  one  camiot  ]o<.k  back  without  astoni»h. 
inenton  the  unprudencc  of  the  Imh  pailianu-nt  in  this  pro- 
ceeding;  for  there  is  no  doubi,  that  at  that  time  such  was 
th«r  opulence  of  the  crown,  and  tJie  state  of  its  finances  so 
floumbing,  that  it  could  bate  stood  on  U.e  hereditary  irvc- 
Bue  alone,  without  being  under  any  neceasitj  of  applying' 
to  parliament  for  additional  duties  or  supplies.   But,  not- 
withstanding the  rcjecHon  of  tlie  bill  abovementioned,  the 
kincr  was  rosolvc(J  that  neitlier  his  subjects  of  Iicland  should 
be  deprived  of  the  benefit  he  intended  them,  nor  his  own 
prerogative  be  defeated  :  he  thertjfore  sent  over  his  letter  for 
the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  debt  out  of  Uie  bahmce 
then  in  the  treasury ;  and  thus  soicly,  and  in  his  own  right, 
exercised  that  prerogative,  in  which  he  had  graciously  in- 
tended to  have  permitted  the  Irish  parliament  to  participate. 
Before  I  close  this  scene,  I  must  take  notice  ot  a  little  piece 
of  ciaft  iimctised  by  Mr.  Boyle  on  occasion  of  the  rejected 
bill.  On  all  other  divisions  of  the  house,  the  nuniben  ap- 
pear on  the  Journals;  but  the  speaker  eipunged  them  in 
this  instance,  and  the  entry  is  simply  thus :  "  Ordered, 
**  that  the  bill  be  rejected :"  that  the  world  might  imagine 
the  rejertion  of  the  bill  was  a  matter  of  course,  merely  from 
the  odioiisness  of  its  nature. — Such  was  the  subject,  and  such 
the  reoult  ot  the  question,  in  1753. 

In  consequence  of  these  extraordinary  proceedings,  Mr. 
Boyle  was  dismissed  from  Ids  employment  of  ghai^jylhy  of 
the  exchequer,  and  all  bis  adherents,  who  had  offices,  vnm 
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deprived  of  them.  This  spirited  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
crown,  if  it  had  been  persevered  in,  would  undonbtecily 
have  rendered  the  subsequent  government  of  Ireland  both 
easy  and  honorable. — Why  the  Duke  of  Dorset  did  not  re- 
turn to  Ireland,  and  why  the  system  then  laid  down  was 
Dot  effectually  pursued,  I  know  not ;  but  1  know,  that  the 
not  pursuing  it  has  been  the  cause  of  all  the  distractioiu 
And  disturbances  in  Ireland  since  that  time. 

The  marqois  of  Hartington,  afterwards  duke  of  Devon- 
shire, was  now  sent  over  as  lord  lieutenant. — He  negociated 
with  all  parties,  he  flattered  the  opponents  of  government 
with  hopes  of  restitutiOD,  and  to  the  friends  of  government 
he  promised  every  security.  Hence  the  session  was  tolerably 
quiet;  but  certainly  his  administration  was  attended  with 
consequences,  which  are  seirerely  felt  by  the  present  govern* 
ment.  He  could  not  dismiss  those  from  their  offices,  who 
had  obtained  them  by  their  support  of  government ;  but  he 
gave  better  employments  to  those  who  bad  lost  theii-s  by 
opposing  it.  Mr.  Boyle  was  not  onlj  reinstated  in  the  chan- 
cellorship of  the  exchequer,  but  was  created  an  earl,  and 
rewarded  with  a  pension  of  SOOO/.  per  annum  for  31  years. 
Mr.  Carter  was  made  secretary  of  state,  with  an  additional 
aatarj;  Sir  Richard  Cox  obtained  a  large  pension,  and  the 
inferior  partisanf  were  all  provided  for,  nemo  non  donafvt 
ahkit.  Thus  was  purchased  this  Altai  and  ignominious  peace, 
which  swelled  the  charge  of  the  establishment  to  an  enor- 
mons  sine.  Opposition  was  lavishly  rccompensied,  and 
goveiniamt  shewed,  that  it  ooosid^d  the  constant  attadi- 
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inent  of  its  friends  as  less  meritorious  tlisrfi  tfae  suspicious 
oonvenion  of  its  enemies. 

As  a  reduiidancy  in  the  treasury  bad  ocxasioucd  so  niucli  . 
discussion  nnd  dispute,  it  seemed  uow  determined  tlirrt  the 
fame  cause  of  cmilrst  slioiilcl  lu  vcr  occur  a^niii.  ror  this 
|)urposc,  tlic  house  of  coiiiiiions  in  this  sossioii  now  bc<^aii  to 
appropriate  a  cousiclerable  purt  ot  itie  uiUliUutial  duties  to 
their  own  use.  This  was  d<nie  under  pfetimce  of  encourag- 
ing public  works,  such  as  inland  navigations,  collieries,  and 
manufactories  of  diferent  kinds ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  most 
of  these  public  works  were  private  jobs,  carried  on  under 
the  direction,  and  for  the  advantage,  of  some  oonsidcrabU; 
gentlemen  in  the  house  of  commons.  By  this  n>ean»  the 
parliamentary  leaders  perfectly  answered  all  their  views; 
ihey  grutitied  their  friends,  impoverished  the  treasury,  and 
kept  government  uiulcr  a  constant  necessity  of  asking  sup- 
plies. By  repealed  jolibiug,  tiic  purpose  was  efl'ected  ;  and, 
what  is  most  unaccountable,  government  seemed  to  acquiesce 
in  it  without  complaining.  Since  that  time,  it  has  been  tlie 
constant  practice  of  the  house  of  commons  to  load  the 
money-bill  with  appropriations  of  this  sort,  amounting  some- 
times to  near  a  fourtli  of  the  whole  supplies. 

During  tliis  administration,  tlic  primate  hiy  mulcr  a  sort 
^)^'  flisp-ace,  and  was  left  out  of  the  governnuMit  ou  the  lord 
liculcnaut  s  departure,  iiiis  real  views  had  been  solely  con- 
lined  to  the  increase  of  his  own  power,  and  nev^  pointed 
to  support  the  authority  of  the  crown  fiirther  than  it  answered 
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that  end.  Vftnquished  by  his  enemies,  and  rejected  bj  his 
friends,  he  for  some  time  suffered  all  the  pangs  of  baffled 
ambition;  but,  tfaou^  disappointed*  he  did  not  despair, 
and  resolved,  since  the  times  seemed  mfi&YOuiable  to  his 
measures,  to  adapt  his  measures  to  the  times.  He  saw  the. . 
difficulty  of  ruling  alone,  and  thought  an  equal  share  of 
government  preferable  to  a  total  exclusion;  he  therefore 
made  overtures  of  friendship  to  his  old  rival,  and,  by  his 
usual  address,  accomplbhed  an  entire  reconciliation. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  vas  appointed  lord  lieutenant  in 
1757»  and  continued  in  that  high  office  till  I76I.  From  his 
character  and  temper  it  was  imagined,  that  he  would  main-* 
tain  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  king's  representa- 
tive ;  but  I  know  not  how  it  happened,  whetlier  from  want 
of  proper  support  in  England,  or  from  want  of  proper 
management  in  Ireland,  his  grace  was,  after  a  short  struggle, 
obliged  to  follow  the  example  of  his  predecessors,  to  return 
to  the  old  system,  and  to  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  the 
parliamentary  undertakers.  But  this  was  not  the  only  mor- 
tification he  suffered  a  still  greater  was  preparing  for  him, 
and  in  a  short  time  he  found  himself  under  the'  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  demands  of  a  set  of  gentlemen,  who 
modestly  called  themselves  The  "BatrkU^  The  patriots  were 
men  of  moderate  fortunes,  of  a  middle  rank  in  life,  but  of 
crrnat  ambition  and  considerable  abilities.  They  could  not. 
brook  the  superiority  affected  by  the  undertakers,  and  were 
thereloie  determined  cither  to  brin!»  them  down  to  their  own* 
kvel,  or  to  raise  thcinselvt^i  lu  the  same  decree  of  conse- 
queiu:e.    Whenever  government  tjuundled  with  the  unUer- 
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takers,  the  patriots  were  ready  to  support  it;  but,  as  o;o\  em- 
inent, nflcr  making  use  of  them,  had  constantly  left  theni 
in  tlie  lurch,  and  returned  to  the  undertakers,  the  patriots 
became  irreconcileable  to  both.  They  soon  found  an  occa- 
sion of  taking  an  ample  revenge,  and  extorted  a  concession 
from  the  duke  of  Bedford,  which,  if  not  recovered,  must  at 
last  destroy  the  great  engine  of  kingly  gorermnent  in 
Ireland. 

I  have  before  observed,  that  the  lieredttaty  revenue  was 
granted  to  the  crown  for  ever,  and  that,  if  properly  con- 
ducted, it  might  alone  be  rendered  sufficient  to  answer  all 
the  necessary  charges  of  the  state.  This  was  well  undeiBtood 
both  by  the  patriots  and  the  undertakers.  The  former, 
therefore,  took  ev^ry  opportunity  of  diminishing  this  revenue, 
and  the  latter  had  the  treachery,  if  not  to  assist,  to  acquiesce 
in  their  doing  so.  Of  this  a  very  strong  instance  was  now 
given,  in  a  bill  passed  for  granting  a  bounty  on  all  com  and 
flour  brought  to  PuUin  by  land  carriage  *. 

The  duke  Bedford  ofiered  at  first  to  grant  this  bounty  for 
a  term  of  years ;  but  nQAing  would  satisfy  the  patriots  but 
a  perpetuity,  and  thus  the  act  passed  without  any  limi- 
tation-f*.  They  promised  indeed  to  create  a  fund  for  the 

*  The  bill  has  been  ahercd  and  amended  by  tubsequent  «tatatea,  the  dfcet  of  ail 
which  has  been  to  increase  the  charge, 
f  A  loid  fieutenant  nay  Mowtimes  iHA  it  necesMvy  teeniingly  to  approte  tad 

acquiesce  in  what  is  desired,  and  tbc  administration  in  England  have  often  authorized 
him  to  do  so,  and  taken  the  unpopularity  of  refusal  on  themselves.  How  it 
happened  that  they  consented  to  this  perpetual  burthen  on  the  rcTcnuc  is  totally 
tiaaccouhtaWe. 
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payment  of  this  bounty,  but,  thougli  often  reminded,  never 
kept  their  word.  The  coiuequenoe  of  this  kw  lias  been,  Umt 
the  moaej  paid  out  of  the  fevenue  on  account  of  hind  car- 
riage <^  com  and  flour,  now  amounts  to  SOfiOOt  per  annam» 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  amount  to  double  that  sum  in 
a  good  wheat  season.  Thus  a  prodigious  chaige  is  ibr  ever 
entailed  upon  the  revenue,  which  cfaargie  must  be  answered 
at  all  events,  and  in  the  first  instance,  in  preference  to  most 
oLhcrs  ;  for  by  the  act  this  bounty  is  made  payable,  not  out 
of  the  revenue  in  tlic  treasrir3%  but  out  of  the  revenue  in 
traimiA  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  of  Dublin  port,  as  he  re- 
ceives it,  befoib  he  accounts  with  the  treasury :  so  that  if  any 
state  emergency  were  to  happen,  if  an  enemy  were  at  the  gates* 
the  com  bounty  must  be  first  paid,  though  there  may  perhaps 
not  be  money  in  the  treasury  suffident  to  aet  a  battaUon  m 
motion.  And  here  I  must  observe  that,  besides  the  bounty  orx 
corn  and  flour,  there  liave  been  several  others*  settled  at  dif- 
ferent times  by  act  of  parhament  in  the  same  exceptionable 
manner,  a  particular  account  of  which  shall  be  given  in.  the 
cliapter  of  revenue. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to  take  notice  of  an 
ionovatioji  introduced  in  &vour  of  Mr.  FoDsonby»  who  was 
now  speaker  of  the  house  of  oommoiia,  and  was  be^nning 
^  aspire  to  popularity  and  power. 

In  the  money  bill  of  1759,  50O/.  ^^as  for  the  fi-^t  tune 

granted  to  the  speaker,  to  enable  him  to  maintain  ilje  ^tiite 
^''<1  dignity  of  his  office,  as  is  expressed  in  the  bill-   To  si  10  w 
dangerous   it   is  to  vicld  to    any  thing*  howevc*t 

T  'J. 
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trifling,  out  of  the  ordinary  rhunnel,  it  must  be  remarked, 
that  afterwarrls,  in  1761,  this  allowance  of  500/.  was  aug- 
mented to  2000/.,  and  in  the  session  of  176ry  this  2000/.  was 
doubled  ;  so  that  at  jircsi-nt  the  speaker  has  4(X)0/.  constantly 
given  him  in  the  nioney-biil,  m  a  matter  of  course,  besides 
the  old  allowance  of  500/.  each  session,  and  the  cniolunicnts 
of  the  office,  which  are  SOOli  and  these  emoluments 
were  all  that  his  piedecesson  had,  and  were  esteemed  fully 
sftfBcient*. 

Soon  after  tlic  accession  of  bis  present  majesty,  a  money- 
bill  was  certified  in  the  usual  manner,  and  transmitted  to 
England,  as  a  rausc  and  con  si  deration,  ainoni:;  other?,  for 
calling  a  new  [)arliaincnt.  'J'lu  re  had  been  a  strt)ni;  debate 
in  the  privy-council  on  the  propriety  of  this  nicasnrr  :  it  was 
urged  by  some,  tlmt  since  Uie  Revolution  no  parliaiucnL  iiad 
ever  been  called  in  Indaud,  without  the  previous  cerlificatiou 

•  Nate.  I  cannot  avoid  mcmiofitng  a  little  iiicittent  that  occurred  in  tlie  tluVe  of 
Bedford's  administration,  to  shew  the  spirit  and  humour  of  the  times.  An  idle 
repent  wM  imhutrkHuIf  pfopagtted,  thM:  an  «iiion  widi  Great  Britsiii  was  ten. 
ciisly  intended,  and  of  course  that  t!ic  city  of  Dublin  would  be  totally  ruined. 
The  mob-phrase  of  the  day  was,  that  the  paxlianeat-house  wras  to  be  carried  or cr 
to  London.  A  tm  coooottne  of  diwrdeilj  perooitt  of  tbe  lower  aort^  bat  obetnd 
and  encooraged  by  some  gentlemen  of  note,  assembled  on  this  occasion  in  College 
Gieea>  Tbey  threatened,  insulted,  and  abused  several  members  of  both  houses, 
and  coBipeOed  many  of  them  to  lake  a  solemn  obligation  never  to  consent  to  an- 
union.  Among  others,  they  made  dw  chief  jotdce  of  the  king's  bench  nibaut  to 
it.  'llicy  forced  him  to  administer  an  cath  of  this  linJ  to  the  artOTncy-genera!, 
and  then  jocularly  told  the  latter,  that  he  must  allow  himself  to  be  JfgadJy  sworn. 
At  lengdi,  after  many  cxttavaganeiea,  Aey  bralte  bio  die  houe  of  commotio 
placed  an  old  woman  in  the  speaker's  chair,  and  immediately  entered  into  debate  on 
the  propriety  of  introducing  pipes  and  tobacco.  This  ludicrous  tumult  lasted  for 
•one  bomb  tnd  waa  at  laatoolj  ^Qipenedbf  die  appeanaee  of  Ae  naaiiarf. 
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and  transmission  of  a  money-bill  to  England :  that  it  was 
looked  upon  by  the  British  administration  as  a  necessary 
foiTii,  and  tliat  it  could  not  be  departed  liuai.    On  the  other 
hand,  ilie  primate,  lord  Shannon,  and  Mr,  Ponsonby,  now 
lords  justices,  at  first  refused  to  certify  a  money-bill,  alleging 
that  other  bills  of  a  different  nature  were  sufficient  causes  for 
the  assembling  of  a  parliament.  As  the  house  of  commons  had 
always  looked  with  jealousy  on  this  origination  of  a  money- 
bill  in  the  privy-council,  the  lords  justices  imagined  that  their 
refusal  to  certify  one,  on,^this  occasion,  would  increase  their 
own  consequence  and  popularity.    They  thought,  if  they 
succeeded,  it  would  prove,  that  by  their  influence  and  advice 
.  the  Enghsli  ministry  had  been  prevailed  on  to  recede  from 
this  important  point,  and  at  the  same  time  it  would  sheir 
their  own  tenderness  for  the  privileges  of  the  people,  by  not 
interfering  with  them  in  the  right  of  granting  money.  Mr. 
Malone,  then  chancellor  of  tlie  exciiequer,  adopted  their  ideas, 
but  the  earl  of  Kildare  loudly  declared  for  a  money-bill. 
Several  letters  passed  on  the  subject  between  England  and 
Ireland,  the  consequence  of  which  'was,  that  the  lords  jus- 
tices thought  it  prudent  to  submit,  and  to  ccrtifv  a  jiioncy- 
bill  in  the  usual  manner  ;  which  on  its  return  passed  both 
houses  by  a  prodigious  majority.    I^ord  Kildare  was  rewarded 
witli  a  marquisate  for  liis  support,  and  Mr,  Malone  was  duh 
missed  for  his  opposition. 

The  earl  of  Halifax  was  now  appointed  lord  lieutenanl^ 
.    whose  government  being  strongly  supported  an  £n|^aiui  was 
easy  to  himself,  and  honourable  to  his  tovenaga.  The  under- 
taken havii^  experienced  the  fimness  of  the  aown  ia  the  in^ 
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ttaiioe  of  the  money-bill^  and  well  knowing  that  firmness  iu  the 
crown  must  baffle  them  in  eieiy  other,  were  afiaid*  to  take 
any  steps  which  might  oocasion  complaint.  They  theiefore 
lived  on  good  terms  with  Joid  HHlifax,  asuBted  him  in  carrying 
on  the  public  bosinessx  and  n^eee  left  ia  the  government  at 
his  departure.  ■* 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Duke  of  Northuiiibcrhmti,  dur- 
ing whose  splendid  and  princely  adniiiistralion,  affairs  were 
conducted  with  dignity  and  iv<;nlaiiiy,  and  witliout  any 
considerable  opposition.  Lord  Shannon  was  gtow  n  okl  .uid 
fond  of  repose  ;  the  primate  was  desirous  of  cntciing  into  the 
strictest  union  with  the  duke  of  Northumberland  ;  and  Mr. 
Ponsonbj  still  remained  in  some  degree  under  the  influence 
of  the  primate.  T  must,  however,  remark,  that  :i  bounty 
for  encouragins;  the  fishery  was  now  granted,  and  made  pay- 
able like  the  corn  premiums,  out  of  the  revenue  in  fransifi^, 
it  >vas  not  indeed,  like  the  corn  premiums,  made  perpetual, 
it  was  limited  to  six  years,  but  was  extended  to  fourteen  in 
the  ensuing  session.  'ITie  amount  of  it  at  present  is  upwards- 
of  11,000  /.  per  aDQum,  and  b  likely  to  increase. 

In  tlic  latter  end  of  tlie  year  1764,  the  primate  and  lord 
Shannon,  who  had  from  the  time  of  their  reconciliation  wisely 
drawn  together  in  the  government,  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other.  The  fortune  and  following  of  lord  Shannon  de- 
scended to  his  son,  who  had  married  Mi\  Ponsonby's  eldest 
daughter.  This  young  nobleman  and  his  father-in-law  aimed 
a1  tho  powerand  importance  of  tlieir  predecessors,  and  flattered 
themselves  that  their  united  weight  would  not  only  overpower 
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e%erv  other  party  in  tlie  kingdom,  but  he  too  strong  for  go- 
vt iiiincnt  itself.  In  the  administration  of  lord  Hertford,  they, 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  betrayed  their  intentions; 
but  the  lord  lieutenant's  firmness  and  address  kept  things  from 
coming  to  a  rupture  during  his  residence.  The  most  mate- 
rial oecurrencc  of  the  session  was  an  attempt  of  Mr.  Pery's, 
in  the  house  of  commons,  -which  I  cannot  avoid  takmg  parti- 
cular notice  of,  as  it  occasioned  much  discourse,  and  was  in 
itself  of  an  extraorctmarv  nature.  In  the  reiiiii  of  kins  James 
tlic  First,  in  my  lord  Cliiciicster's  government,  the  speaker 
ot  the  house  of  conuuons,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  No- 
vember the  !2yth,  ltil4,  delivered  a  note  or  remembrance  to 
the  lord  deputy,  coutaining,  amoiig  otiiers,  the  following 
paragraph : 

"  The  house  of  commons,  acknowledging  that  the  sole  power 
«*  and  authority  to  ti  ansmit  such  bills  as  arc  to  be  propounded 
"  in  parliament  ch)th  rest  in  the  lord  deputy  and  council, 
"  do  only  desire  to  be  as  remembrancers  unto  his  lordship 
**  and  the  rest,  touching  the  acts  following,  which  they 
**  humbly  offer,  as  meet  to  be  transmitted  with  such  other 

acts  as  his  lordship,  &c.-8haU  think  fit  to  be  propounded  in 

the  next  session.'* 

This  paragraph,  which  contains  a  very,  short  and  j)lain 
acknowledgment  of  the  law  and  practice,  as  settled  by  Poy- 
nings'  act,  Mr.  Pery  moved  to  have  expunged  out  of  the 
Journals  :  the  motion  was  made  so  suddenly,  and  so  artfully, 
that  the  speaker,  Mr.  Fonsonby,  had  not  presence  of  mind 
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stiffident  to  defeat  or  festiain  it ;  so  a  lesolulioD  passed  for 
die  npiinging,  and  appeared  the  next  day  in  the  printed 
votes ;  but  soon  after  the  speaker  living  been  in  consnltataon  at 

the  Castle,  and  being  informed  of  the  dangerous  tciidcnqr  of 
Mr.  Pery's  motion,  with  great  difficulty  got  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding annulled,  and  tlic  entry  on  the  votes  to  be  declared 
an  error  of  tlie  clerk. 

Tlie  ordnance  of  Ireland  was  now  vacant  by  the  resignalioii 
of  the  marquis  of  Kildare,  and  the  world  expected  that  it 
'  would  be  given  to  lord  Drogheda,  a  noblenuin  of  good  cba- 
racter,  who  had  served  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  the  army, 
was  mtirdy  disposed  to  support  goi'emment,  and  had  lately 
manned  the  lord  lieutenant's  daughter ;  however,  on  this  occa- 
sion, his  excellency  preferred  the  interests  of  the  crown  to 
those  of  his  own  family,  antl,  hopinn;  to  attach  lord  Shannon 
to  the  service  of  his  admiiiistrniion,  recommended  him  to  his 
majesty  for  this  ji^reat  employment,  and  obtained  it  for  him. 
Lord  Hertford,  at  his  departure  from  Ireland,  left  the  chan- 
cellor and  speaker  in  the  government,  together  with  the  earl 
of  Droghcda,  who  was  thus  compensated  for  his  loss  of  the 
ordnance. 

On  the  great  change  of  the  English  ministry  in  176^  the 

ead  of  Bristol  was  appointed  cluef  governor ;  a  new  system 

of  government  was  suilI  to  be  now  adopted  :  Ireland  was  no 
more  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  undertakers  ;  the  lord 
lieutenant  was  for  the  future  constantly  to  reside,  and  hold 
the  reins  of  government  in  his  own  ininds* 
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The  people,  e\er  fond  of  novelty,  were  rejoiced  bejond 
ineaAurc  at  the  bappy  tidings;  individuals  were  no  less  de- 
lighted :  those  who  had  been  long  in  leading-strings,  but  had 
never  been  led  to  what  they  looked  for,  felt  new  hopes  rise 
in  their  bosoms*  and  flattered  themselves  that  the  day  of 
enfranchisement  was  come;  golden  visions  of  profit  and  of 
honor  opened  on  the  eyes  of  every  patriot  (  he  who  had  dis- 
dained tiie  thraldom  of  an  undertaker,  was  ready  to  wear  the 
livery  of  a  resident  viceroy,  and  the  mo&t  inveterate  repub- 
lican became  a  convert  to  the  new  theory  of  government ; 
a|l  was  rapture  and  reformation:  the  return  of  Astrea 
was  hourly  expected,  and  the  kingdom  of  Saturn  was  sup*  * 
posed  to  be  at  hand. 

The  undertakers,  against  whose  usurpation  this  scheme  of 
residence  was  levelled,  immediately  took  the  alarm,  and  stre- 
nuously used  all  tlieir  endearours  to  defeat  it.  They  knew 
indeed  that  opp(^ition,  if  steadily  rensted,  must  soon 
moulder  into  insignificance;  but  they  flattered  themselves 
that  no  lord  lieutenant  would  long  persevere  in  the  new  [dan. 
If  he  should,  they  were  resolved  to  omit  nothing  on  their  part 
to  make  his  situation  as  uneasy,  and  as  unpleasant  to  him  as 
possible. 

The  season  now  approached  for  the  usual  assembling  of  the 
Irish  parliament,  and  (the  earl  of  Bristd  having  resigned 
the  government)  lord  Townsbend  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him. 


Tile  principal  events  of  his  adininistrution  I  siiall  endeavour 
to  compreheud  la  us  buiaii  a  compu^is  as  I  can. 
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Tl.e  bill  for  granting  a  bounty  oa  OOTD  iwd  ^^f"^  . 
to  DubUn  by  laud  cun.age.  as  mcntumed  m  tUe  djj^o  of 
Bedford  s  administration,  w«  a  concession  so  important  and 
so  unexpected,  that  ti«  patriots  were  from  thence  encou- 
W  tTmakc  still  gieater  demands.  They  nnagmed  tha 
CoTernment  having  once  yielded  in  a  point  so  prejudicial 
to  its  own  interest,  might  as  easily  be  pci^uaded  to  pass  auy 
other  Uws  which  they  should  choose  to  propose. 

Their  principal  ai.n  was  to  load  the  hereditary  revenue 
cither  with  pcrpclvml  chaigrs,  or  with  charges  for  bng  terms 
of  years.    Bv  this  means  their  own  consequence  would  be 
enhanced,  and  the  authority  and  revenue       the  Clowii 
greatly  weakened  and  impaired.  To  accomplish  these  vieiv-s, 
they  hud  their  designs  with  uncommon  art  and  address,  and 
the  measures  most  destructive  to  government  ihcy  often  con- 
trived to  make  appear  as  Uie  measures  of  government  jtself, 
not  as  measures  adopted  in  compliance  with  popular  impor- 
tunity, but  as  measures  flowing  spontaneously  either  from 
the  kings  goodness  or  the  viceroy's  representation  and  itt- 
fluenci-.    Immediately  on  the  appointment  of  a  new  lonl 
lieutenant,  they  employed  some  emissary,  who,  under  ^ 
mask  of  friendship  and  good  wishes,  insiauated  that  th^bcst 
nediod  to  secure  an  easy  and  honorable  govemmeot  in 
Iidaod,  would  be  to  open  the  session  vrith  some  popular  act 
or  dedaialiott  ;  the  real  meaniog  of  which  was  either  some 
innovation  m  the  established  constitutioo,  or  some  encroach- 
ment on  the  revenue.    For  this  purpose  various  schemes  were 
ofl'oicd,  and  tlic  utility  and  necessity  of  pursuing!;  them  were 
painted  in  the  most  sf  during  colours.    One  day    bounty  on 

fiisb>  fishing  busses,  aud  whale-catching,  was  desired;  thfi 
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establishment  of  cx>unty  hospitals  and  public  coal-yards, 
was  aoother  clay  mentioned ;  a  septennial  biJJ,  a  judges  bill, 
a  ImbeaS'Corpus  bill,  premiums  for  corn  preserved  upon 
stands,  and  for  com  brought  to  Dublin  coastways,  were  all 
asked  in  their  turns :  nay,  what  will  scarcely  be  belicred,  a 
proposal  was  seriously  made,  that  the  land  carriage  boonty 
should  be  paid  for  aJI  corn  and  flour  brought  to  Dublin  btf  the 
new  conoi.— And  snch  was  the  success  of  these  fepresenta> 
tions,  that  many  of  the  demands  abovementioned  were  in  a 
great  measure  complied  with. 

The  immense  chaige  incurred  by  them  may  be  seen  in  the 
pubUc  accounts,  where  they  stand  as  incontrovertible  evidence 
of  their  own  eaorbitanoe  and  impropriety. 

A  lor^  lieutenant  new  in  his  goyemment,  perhaps  new  in 
business  of  any  kind^  unacquainted  with  the  people  and 
,  constitution  of  Ireland,  and  desirous  of  cairying  on  his 
administration  with  popularity  and  good-humour,  probably 
at  first  did  not  apprehend  any  danger  or  inoonveniency  from 
adopting  these  schemes:— he  perhaps  seemed  to  approve 
Uaem,  and  his  seeming  .approbation  was'  immediately  sworn 
into  a  positive  promise,  the  performance  of  which  he  was 
afterwards  either  soothed  or  frightened  into,  according  to 
the  features  of  his  character  and  the  circumstances  of  the^ 
times. 

In  Lord  Hertford's  government,  heads  of  a  bill  were 
brought  into  the  house  of  commons  to  make,  the  judges 

us 
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commissimis  to  contiime  quamdin  btne  gcsstrmt.  I'lie  * 
uduiiuiiUatian  in  Englaiul,  a))|)iclicn(ling  tliat  such  a  ]a\v 
woukl  teuil  to  create  a  kind  oi'  impamm  in  impcrio,  refused 
at  that  time  to  coiibrnt  tu  it  in  any  shape; — they  were, 
however,  ulttTwurds  of  opinion,  that  it  niiglit  be  granted 
under  certain  restrictions.  Accordingly,  lord  Townshend,  at 
the  opeuuig  of  the  next  session,  recommended  it  in  hh 
speech  from  the  tljrone.  The  bil!  was  transixiiited  to 
Enghmd,  and  returned  to  Ireland  with  several  alterations; 
but,  as  tlicsc  alterations  seemed  to  defeat  tho  insidious 
intentions  of  the  gentlenjen  who  had  framed  the  bill,  it  was 
rejected  without  a  division.  The  same  spirit  of  innovation, 
which  had  clamoured  lor  tiie  jud<j;cs  bill,  still  prevailed,  and 
was  equally  loud  and  eager  for  a  law  to  limit  the  diniitiou 
of  parliaments.  How  far  it  was  politic  to  consent  to  it  is 
»ot  now  material ;  the  bill  j)asscd  and,  during  four  and 
twenty  hours,  the  loixl  lieutenant  was  the  most  popular  man 
in  the  kingdom.  The  undertakers,  who  never  imagined 
that  the  crown  would  liave  consented  to  lessen  its  prerogative 
m  this  pofnt»  without  some  cqutvalentt  and  who  had  framed 
their  schemes  and  connections  according  to  the  then  subsisU 
ing  parliament,,  were  highly  eitrag^  to-  find  theai8el?es  so 
mistaken* 

* 

As  the  bilt  was  popuHir,  they  had  never  ventured  to  oppose 
it  whilst  in  notation,  and  now  that  it  was  passed^  they 
pretended  to  approve  of  it;  but  they  never  forgave  the 
measure,  and  from  tilat  moment  acted  in  open  hostility  to^ 
govemnumt.. 
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This  was  not,  however,  tlie  only  c.'iii?«e  ot"  their  ill-humour: 
not  contented  with  the  power  and  employ  uieji is  which  they 
enjoyed,  they  had  early  in  the  session  made  some  very  un* 
reuooable  demands  upon  gorcmment  Oilb  gentleman  was 
only  to  be  satisfied  wiUi  half  a  doaen  peerages  for  his  friends, 
another  preferred  some  great  reversion  for  himself;  those 
who  had  not  pensions,  wished  to  have  them  ;  those  who  bad 
pensions^  desired  an  addition;  and  almost  ail  who  were 
already  in  good  employinonts,  asrrecd  in  asking  for  better 
ones.    Lord  Townsliend's  hesitation  to  comply  with  these 
extraordinary  requisitions  was  highly  resented.'  Thus  these 
gentlemen,  instead  of  \n-\u<^  grateful  for  |)nst  favoure,  were 
enraged  at  tlic  refusal  of  new  ones ;  turned  the  power  of  the 
crown,  intrusted  to  tlieir  hands,  against  the  crown  itself; 
and  endeavoured  to  extort,  by  faction  and  opposition,  what 
was  meant  to  be  the  reward  of  loyalty  and  service^ 

His  majesty,  ever  watdifol  for  the  sectirity  and  happi&^^s 
of  hk  people,  bad  now  adopted  a  new  model  for  his  annyr 
*%  which  not  only  tlie  service  in  general  was  greatly 

prpved,  Imt  his  subjects  of  Ireland  were  to  be  particularly 
benefitted.    The  battalions  on  the  British  establishment  then 
consisted  of  529  men  each  ;  the  battalions  on  the  Irish  esta- 
blishment consisted  of  328  men  each;  so  that,  ia  conse- 
4ueiice  oi  tim  disproportion,  whenever  an  Irish  regin>cnt 
was  ordered  abroad,  it  became  necenary  before  it  l«*^ 
Inland  to  complete  it  to  fbe  British  numbers.  1^ 
Was  tuaally  done*  by  diafting  fron»  the  otfaei:  corps  ^ 
many  mea  as  were  wanted  for  that  purposes  by  vf^^^ 
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meaiu  the  Irish  anny  was  torn  to  .pieqes,  the  oflker  and 
wldier  were  dispirited,  and  tde  serrioe  oonsidenbiy  mf" 
feind, 

,  To  remedy  this  tnioonveniencc  it  was  proposed,  by  les- 
sening the  numbers  on  tlie  EngHsli  establishment,  and  by 
increasing  the  numbers  on  tlie  Irish,  to  put  all  the  battalions 
on  the  same  footing.  Tiie  Irish  establishment,  then  consist- 
in  <z;  of  i'2,000  men  only,  was  to  be  augmented  to  15,^35: 
instead  of  30  battalions  of  infantn ,  there  were  to  be  but  27% 
and,  of  these  27,  iive  were  in  theii  tarn  to  be  always  cm- 
ployed  on  fbreigik  service :  but  the  remaining  23  battalions, 
which,  together  vith  the  cavalr)',  would  amount  to  18,000 
nien,  were  to  remain  in  Irdand  for  its  defence  and  pfotection 
i^gpinat  fincign  and  domestic  enemies,  the  latter  of  which 
have  sometimes  been  found  not  the  least  formidable  of  the 
two.  Part  of  the  plan  also  was  to  establish  a  regular  rotation 
of  the  infantry  in  such  a  manner,  that  even'  regiment  should 
take  an  equal  share  of  the  service.  rclic\  ing  and  being  re- 
lieved, in  their  rcs[)eelive  stations,  through  every  part  of  the 
king's  extensive  dominions. 

Form^Iyi  an  addition  to  tlie  Irish  army  was  thought 
n^ceasary,  the  usual  method  was  finr  the  crown  first  to  make 
the  addition,  and  then  to  apply  to  peiltaneiit  ibr  supftlies 
to  support  it.   It  was  in  this  manner  that  tevraal  new  levies 

were  made  in  the  last  war,  during  the  administration  of 
the  duke  ot  Devoushire,  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  loid 
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But,  as  the.  augraentatkm  now  proposed  was  to  be  made 
ID  time  of  peace*  it  was  thought  the  best  find  most  popular 
method  of  opening  the  scheme  would  be  bj  an  address  of 
the  house  of  commons*  expressing  their,  desire,  that  hil 
majesty  would  please  to  make  the  augmentation,  and  pro- 
mising on  their  parts  to  provide  for  it.  On  this  occasion; 
the  undertakers,  and  many  of  the  principal  servants  of  go* 
vemmenty  voted  against  the  address,  and  for  that  time 
defeated  the  king's  intentions.  However,  the  utility  and 
necessity  of  the  measure  ilrere  so  evident  to  the  whole  nation, 
that,  in  the  ensuing  session,  it  was  adopted,  and  carried  into 
execution  by  an  act  of  parliament. 

In  pursuance  of  a  clause  in  the  octennial  law,  tlic  parlia- 
jncnt  of  Ireland  was  dissolved  in  the  summer  of  I76B,  and 
certain  bills  were  iramed  in  council,  and  traubinilted  to 
Bngland  in  the  accustomed  manner,  as  causes  and  consider- 
ations fr.r  callint:;  a  new  parliament.  Among  these  bills, 
conformably  to  constant  usage,  Avas  a  money-bill :  which, 
with  the  others,  was  returned  from  England  undcj  the  great 
seal  of  Enrrland.  This  money-bill  was  read  in  the  house  of 
commons  on  the  Slst  of  November,  176.Q-  T!ie  ([ucstion 
being  put  for  reading  it  a  second  time,  it  passed  in  the  ne- 
gative. The  question  was  then  put  for  rejecting  it,  and  car- 
ried by  94  to  71-  '''he  house,  not  content  with  having  prcv 
ceedcd  thus  far,  followed  their  blow,  and  resolved,  that  this 
biU  is  rejected,  because  it  ttid  not  lake  its  rise  in  this  house. 

It  is  whimsical  to  observe,  that  Mr.  Malone  j)ieseated 
this  money-Joili,  spoke  and  voted  tor  it ;  that  tiie  duke  o( 
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Lein8tcr*«  friends,  to  a  matt,  voted  to  reject  it ;  and  that  all 
the  strcDgtfa  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  and  lord  Shatiaon  was  mustered 
agsuDst  govemment  on  this  occasion.— ~And  here  I  must 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this  most  estraor- 
dinary  proceeding.  It  stands  thus the  Commons  resolved 
*'  That  this  hill  it  rejected,  because  it  did  not  take  its  rise  in 
this  house,*' 

This  resolution  does  not  mention  where  tlte  bill  took  its 
met  ^ut  barely  that  it  did  not  take  its  rise  in  titc  house  of 
commons,  and  for  that  reason  only  was  rejected. — Wc  very 
well  know  where  it  took  its  rise ;  that  it  was  in  the  privy- 
council;,  that  it  was  certified  to  -  England  under  tlie  great 
seal  of  Ireland,  and  returned  back  under  the  great  seal  of 
England,  lliese  were  forms  prescribed  by  Pojniiigs'  law, 
the  great  palladium  of  the  Irish  constitution,  and  were 
essentially  necessary  to  be  gone  through  before  a  ])arIiameDt 
could  be  called. — Suppose  now  that  the  commons  of  Ireland 
had  been  more  ex|dicit  in  their  votes,  and  declared  that  the 
bill  was  rejected,  because  it  was  certified  to  England  under 
the  great  seal  of  Ireland,  or  was  returned  to  Ireland  uiider 
the  great  seal  of  Eiigland,  or  both,  would  they  have  more 
efiectually  invalidated  Poynings'  law,  than  by  the  reason 
which  they  assigned  ?  If  the  bill  ought  to  have  taken  its  rise 
in  the  house  of  commons  only,  then  Poyning's  law  is  nuga- 
tory, and  such  indeed  the  resolution  virtually  declares  it.— • 
The  house  had  before  them  the  example  of  l69- ;  they  fol- 
lowed it,  ill  rejecting  the  bill  bccauw;  it.  did  not  take  its  rise 
ill  ihcir  house;  but  they  did  not  follow  it  farther,  for  they 

did  not  resolve,  as  the  house  in  K>92  did,  that  the  sole 
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rij»l»t  ol"  prcpariii'i  li(-iuls  of  inoii«'V-l)ills  \\as  in  tli('  (  ^ Miinuius. 
The  procf'cdiiig  llicii  in  17(jIJ  is  let:  1  iuk*  .iiul  iiuji>ii,>i,->ttMit. : 
for  thcM'e  was  no  srouml  to  reicct  a  Dili,  because  it  ditl  iiol 
take  its  rise  in  the  hoii-;'"  (»f"  (oimuons,  until  the  fact  was 
established  that  it  ousyJit  to  lake  its  ris<i  there,  and  no  where 
else.  'J'hc  house  of  commons  of  1(>()'2  acted  unconstitution- 
ally consistent;  t'nev  l)i)!:lly  (laiimd  a  sole  and  exclusive 
right,  then  acted  as  il  liic  claim  was  just,  and  consequently 
rejected  the  bill.  The  house  of  conmions  of  ITOiJ  eiauned 
110  s()l(^  and  exclusive  ri'^lit,  but  rejected  the  bill,  and  assigned 
a  reason  that  could  not  bu  siustaincd.  There  is  a  isort  of 
innceuraey  too  in  tiie  wording  of  their  resolution  ;  they  say, 
that  tlict^  vpjert  the  hUf,  hecnineit  did  not  take  its  rise,  <^'«c.  Jt 
should  ha\  e  been  expressed,  U  causc  the.  heads  of  the  hill  did 
not  take  their  rise,  &c.  for  no  bill  of  this  kind  could  take  its 
rise  in  either  house. — But,  to  return  ;  if  tliey  were  not  conscious 
that  tlK  v  had  a  sole  right,  M'hy  reject  a  bill  which  did  not 
invade  their  ri(2;hts  ?  If  conscious  that  they  had  the  sole  right, 

why  did  they  not  assert  it  ?  No ;  they  knew  it  to  be 

imeonstitutioual  ground  ;  they  knew  tliat  the  sole  right  was 
a  prejudicated  tjnestion  ;  they  then  lore  adopted  the  more 
vague  and  disputable  terms  of  the  bill's  not  taking  its  rise 
in  their  house»  and  built  tbeir  proceedings  on  that  basis 
alone. 

The  lord  lieutenant,  following  tlu;  example  of  lord  Sidney, 
and  in  obedience  to  his  m&je8t^''s  orders,  entered  his  protest 
against  the  vote  of  tlie  house  of  commons,  and  ended  the 
session  by  a  sudden  prorogation.  The  parliament  of  1692 
was  prorogued,  and  then  dijisolved..  The  parliament  of  I769 
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was  prorogued  but  not  dissolvetl  ;  tor  tlie  latter  oniy  ui- 
tcnipted  to  weaken  the  etiicacy  of  the  law,  but  iho  Ibrnior 
liardily  claimed  u  right  contrary  to  the  law.  Whenever  a 
resolution  of  either  house  ofparhament  tends  to  bar  or  inva- 
lidate the  operation  ol  an  act  of  parliament,  it  is  necessary 
to  oppose  it  in  tlie  most  effectual  manner ;  nothing  can  be 
more  dangerous  than  tlie  sniaJlcst  encroachment.  The  great 
principle  of  our  liberty  is,  that  the  laws  can  only  be  repcale<l 
by  the  same  power  Avhich  enacted  them,  and  that  a  vote  of 
the  lords  or  cunnnons  can  no  more  atlect  the  law  than  a 
mandate  of  the  crown.  If  it  did,  the  Ixilauce  of  the  constitu- 
tion would  be  totally  destroj'ed  ;  it  would  in  fact  be  a  dis« 
pensing  power,  and  be  equally  tyrannical  by  whomsoever 
it  was  exeixrised,  whether  by  the  king,  the  lorcU,  or  the 
commons. 

In  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  the  money-bill,  lord 
Shannon  and  Mr.  Ppnsonby  were  dismissed  from  tlidr  em- 
ployments.  It  seemed  too  dangerous  to  leave  the  power 
and  great  offices  of  the  kingdom  in  the  hands  of  men,  whose 
versatility  and  inconsistence,  on  this  point,  shewed  that  they 
acted  not  lirom  principle  but  resentment,  and  only  supported 
or  opposed  government,  as  tfaej  happened  to  be  gratified  or 
disappointed. 

I  pass  over  the  short  session  which  was  held  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1771*  as  nothing  material  occurred,  except 
Hie  resignation  of  the  chair  of  the  house  of  commons  by  Mr. 
Bonsonby.  Bang  defeated  in  two  or  three  questions,  and 
seeisg  his  intereat  on  tiie  dedinC}  he  absented  himsdi*,  and 
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wrote  a  letter  to  the  clerk,  to  be  communicated  to  the  house, 
rxciising  himself  from  the  otticc  of  presenting  their  afHrcsses 
to  the  kinj^  and  lord  lieutenant,  and  rcqnestinsj  i\mm  to 
chmc  another  speaker.  Mr.  Pery  was  elected  in  his  room, 
&ud  the  session  ended  on  the  18th  of  Alay.  ' 

The  parliament  met  again  in  the  October  followinir.  'llie 
revenue  hnd  fallen  short  in  the  last  t^vo  vears ;  the  bounties 
had  greatly  increased,  and  consc([uentjy  a  considcniblc  ar- 
rcar  of  tlie  establishment  had  been  incurred.  This  all 
candidly  laid  before  the  house.  Tlic  cause  of  every  pubUc 
expence  and  dithculty  was  explained,  and  the  proper  reme- 
dies pointed  out,  in  order  to  answer  the  one  and  to  obviate 
the  other. 

New  taxes  were  proposed  to  be  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  bounties,  that  the  revenue  might  be  exonerated, 
and  applied  solely  to  pay  the  establishment;  but  the 
house  of  commons  prcfemid  the  old  method  of  borrowing, 
and  a  loan  of  200,000/.  was  opened.  This  loan  it  Avas  found 
not  a  little  difficult  to  fill :  indeed  the  diffidence  of  the  mo- 
nied  people  was  not  ill-grounded.  In  Ireland  there  is  really 
no  security  given  to  the  public  creditors  for  what  sums  they 
may  advance:  certain,  taxes,  called  the  loan  duties,  are 
every  session  granted,  and  appropriated  first  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  secondly  to  the  payment 
the  principal.  But  these  duties  are  never  gpanted  for  a 
longer  term  tlian  two  years ;  so  that  if  any  interruption  was 
given  to  the  rcgidar  meeting  of  the  Irish  paHiament,  the  duties 
would  fall,  and  till  they  were  revived,  the  debentures  would 
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be  <^  no  value.  This  consideration,  joined  to  the  tarbulence  . 

of  the  times,  and  the  i-eccnt  attack  on  the  constitution  bv 
the  house  of  commons  in  rejectiug  ilic  moncy-liill,  filled  the 
niindB  of  inany  vith  apprehension  and  di9tru»t. 

During  tlu;  wluilc  course  of  (liis  session,   IMr.  Pon.sonhv 
and  his  friends,  logetlu  r  witli  the  duke  of  Lt'inster  and  the 
patiiots,  gave  all  possible  opposition  to  government  on  every 
even  the  most  trifling  occasion.   For  the  first  four  months 
tlie  bouse  of  commons  never  rose  before  ten  o'clock,  and 
very  frequently  sat  several  hours  afler  midnight ;  scaix^ly  a 
tlay  passed  without  an  attack  upOQ  the  Castle.  Various 
spitefiii  and  absurd  resolutions  were  proposed,  at  different 
times  ;  some  were  carried,  l)ut  the  greater  part  were  rejected. 
One  of  the  most  material  events,  wliirh  occurred  in  this 
session,  relatefl  to  the  alterations  m;i(l(>  in  the  itiaTra^rcmcnt 
tyf  the  revenue.    1  shall  state  it  in  a  tew  words.    Jiy  the  14.th 
ajid  loth  of  Charles  the  Second,  there  ought  pmperly  to  be 
two  boards,  one  for  the  conduct  of  the  customs,  the  other 
for  the  conduct  of  the  excise ;  but,  I  knoir  not  faoiv,  both 
customs  and  exdse  were  for  a  long  time  strangely  con-, 
founded  together,  and  put  under  the  direction  of  the  same 
board.  .  The  board  consisted  of  seven  commissioners,  all  of 
whom  were  appointed  commissioners  of  customs,  but  five 
only  were  app<>Tnlc(I  commissioners  of  excise,  the  statute 
havino:  limited  tlic  nuinher.    Their  manner  of  acting  under 
this  commission  not  being  strictly  conformable  to  law,  it  was 
I'ound  necessary  to  validate  their  proceedings  by  several  suh- 
isequent  acts  of  parliament. 
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As  tlic  revenue  was  supposed  to  suffer  from  this  irregular 
system,  k  was  represented,  that  if  the  iiiauagement  was  di- 
vided, in  pursuance  of  the  al)o\  cnieutioned  acts  of  the  14tU 
and  1.5th  of  Chrrles  the  Second,  and  of  the  *  lirst  of  his  jjre- 
sent  Majesty,  and  tliat  the  customs  were  put  under  the  care 
of  a  separate  and  di!>tinct  board,  and  in  Hke  manner  tiic 
excise  and  some  other  branches  put  nndcr  the  care  of 
another  board,  as  is  the  j)raetice  in  ]'n'_;hincl,  the  good  cMccls 
of  such  an  arrangenu  lU  \\  ()ul(l  speedily  aj)pear.  S<  \ cral  per- 
sons, supposed  to  be  best  skilled  in  business  of  tliis  kind, 
were  consulted,  and  delivered  then*  opitiions  strongly  in  fa- 
vour of  the  measure ;  frovcrnment  adopted  it,  aud  iu  tlic 
mouth  of  February  177^  it  vcas  puJt  in  execution^ 

This  new  arrangement  has  been  attended  with  an  exj)en!sc 
of  16,000/.  in  the  last  jreai' ;  but  it  is  presumed  to  be  highly 
lulvantageous  to  the  crown,  whose  revenue,  now  opcii  to  "the 
depredations  of  the  ])arliamentary  grants  and  bounties,  re- 
quires to  be  guarded  with  uncominoa  vigilance 

•  The  words  of  tliis  net  of  parlumciit,  piisscd  in  the  first  year  of  his  majesty's 
reign,  arc  remarkable      "  And  be  it  ensicteci,  that,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
«  times  fot  ever  Iieieaftor,.  it  sfiall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majesty,  bis  hdrs,  aiKt^ 
**  sDocetaorii,  to  constitute  and  appoint contidiMioaen  of  tlie  excise,  and  commis- 
*'  sioncrs  of  the  customs,  by  one  or  more  commissions,  untlcr  the  great  seal  of 
*'  this  kingdom,  to  have  and  to  hold  their  respective  oOices,  during  their  good 
<*  bdia-noiirj  or  dturing  liis-fnajesty's  pleasure  only,  as  to  liis  majesty,  his  hein,. 
**  and  soccessors,,  shall  seem  fitting  -,.  which  commissioners,  so  appoittted,  or  to' be 
**  appointed,  shall  respectively  have  all  such  powers  and  authorities  as  tlic  com- 
*'  missioncrs  of  excise  and  commissioners  o£  customs  respectively  :ire  now  entitled 
**  to  have,  use,  or  exercise,  b;^  xaj  law  now  in  force  in  Uiis  kiiigdom.**— i  Geo.  3,, 
eb..7i,aMt..i8.. 
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It  appears,  by  the  puhlir  a.ccounts,  tliat  the  revenue  is 
now  increasinp^  in  several  branches;  and  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  produce  of  tliis  last  year,  since  the  boards  have  been  di- 
vided, exceeds  the  produce  of  the  preceding  year,  when  the 
boards  were  on  the  old  footjng,  ia  a  sum  of  48,000 and 
upwards.  As  loiiff  as  the  revenue  iroproveii  under  this  mode 
of  management,  there  can  be  no  just  ground  of  complaint ; 
and  yet  the  probable  rise  of  th(;  hereditary  revenue  was  the 
true  cause  of  the  opposition  made  to  the  measure ;  for,  as  I 
have  before  observed,  the  great  aim  of  Irish  poUticians  is 
to  keep  down  tlie  hereditary  revenue  as  mucli  as  possible, 
to  divert  it  from  its  proper  channel,  and  to  prevent  the 
crown  from  depending  on  any  resource,  but  what  they 
may  choose  to  supply.  The  bouse  of  con)mons  therefore 
raised  a  great  clamour,  and  passed  two  resolutions  on  this 
occasion.  In  the  first,  they  only  hinted  their  disappro« 
bation;  in  the  second,  they  plainly  expressed  it;  but,  when 
parliamentary  resolutions  are  not  founded  on  law  and 
reason,  they  become  impotent  and  ridiculous,  and  merit 
no  attention."— The  whole  proceeding  of  government  in  this 
affair  was  nothing  more  than  the  due  exercise  of  powers 
vested  in  the  crown  by  different  acts  of  parliament,  and  was 
in  every  respect  strictly  conformable  io  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  law.  It  was  pleasant  enough  to  hear  Mr.  Pon- 
sonby's  friends  object  to  the  expense  of  the  measure,  when 
it  was  notorious  to  the  whole  worid,  that  in  the  last  twenty 
years,  whilst  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  revenue-board,  the 
charge  of  management  was  increased  above  50,000/.  per 
annum.   In  1750  it  amounted  only  to  69,799 A,  and  in  1770^ 
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at  the  time  of  his  disuiission,  it  had  risen  to  12 1,993 '•—'No- 
thing of  any  great  moment  occurred  in  the  remainder  of  the 
session,  which  was  conchided  with  the  usual  addresses  to  hia 
majesty  and  the  lord  lieutenant 

I  shall  close  this  historical  sketch  with  an  observation  or 
two  on  the  government  of  lord  Townshciul. — Whatever  errors 
may  have  been  imputed  to  him,  it  is  certain  tluit  he  acted 
according  to  the  best  ol"  his  jutls^ment.    He  was  strongly  iui- 
prcsscd  willi  tlie  principles  of  the  new  system ;  and,  as  far  BS 
was  in  his  power,  endeairoured  to  maintain  the  kin^s  au- 
thority agiuDst  the  undertakers.  Though  often  unsucM:essful» 
be  never  despaired ;  thon^  often  repulsed,  he  always-  re*-  % 
turned  to  the  chai^ ;  so  that,  at  last,  by  dint  of  patience  and 
perseverance,  he  was  enabled  to  lay  snch  a  foundation,  us, 
if  strictly  ndherrd  tn,  may  render  the  government  of  Ireland, 
ticcurc  and  independent  for  ever  hereafter. 
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I  EMBARK  I'.D  at  Spithead  on  board  the  Lion  man  of 
war  of  64  guns,  connuaudcd  bj  Sir  Erasmus  Gowcr,  on 
TndBj  the  21st  September,  1792,  and  sailed  from  thence 
on  Wedneadaj  the  26th,  the  wind  not  penoitting  lis  to  pro- 
ceed sooner.   The  Indostan  Indiaman  (on  board  of  wMch 
were  some  of  the  gendemen  of  mj  train»  some  of  the  giiard» 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  presents)  and  the  Jackall  brig 
tender  got  under  way  at  the  same  time ;  but  a  gale  of  wind, 
coming  on,  tlx'  Jackall  was  obliged  to  put  back,  and  we 
i^^w  no  more  of  her  till  the  March  following,  when  she  over- 
took us  in  the  streights  of  Sunda.    The  Jndostan  kept 
conjpany  with  us  during  the  whole  voyage  from  the  Channel 
to  llie  Pa>/-ho  river  in  the  Gulf  of  Pe-che-li. 

We  touched  at  Madeira  for  a  few  days,  from  whence  we 
proceeded  to  Teneriffc,  where  we  passed  a  week ;  the  liora. 
having  occasion  to  take  in  a  quantity  of  widc  for  the  sbip^A 
company  duiiog  the  vojage.   We  then  proceeded  to  St;. 
Jago^  the  capital  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  islands  (Jn  order  U> 
renew  our  water  and  stock)  and  found  it  very  mucb  dis— 
tiviaed,  no  rain  having  folien  there  for  three  years  past- 
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From  St.  Jago  we  sailed  to  Rio  Janeiro,  wheie  ire  re- 
mained about  a  fortnight.  In  owr  way  from  thence  to  tlie 
si  I  lights  of  Suiida,  wc  visited  the  desert  island  of  Tristan 
d'Acunha,  as  also  the  islands- of  Amsterdam  and  St.  Paul. 
From  the  streights  of  Sunda  we  hastened  to  Batavia,  at 
which  place  we  were  most  hospitably  entertained,  and  most 
magnificently  feasted  by  the  Dutch  government  AfVer 
leaving  Batavia  we  anchored  at  several  of  the  Malay  islands, 
particularly  Pulo  Condore,  which  little  spot  has  undeigone 
almost  as  many  revolutions  within  these  few  years  as  the 
greatest  empires  in  a  series  of  ages.  Our  next  stage 
was  Turon  Bay  in  Cochin-China,  which  afibrded  us  a  fine 
harbor,  excellent  water,  plenty  of  provisions  and  accommo- 
^  dation  for  our  sick ;  and  after  some  days  (when  our  good  in«- 
tentions  and  pacific  deportment  became  unequivocally  evi- 
d^t  to  the  natives)  we  received  distinguished  civility  and 
substantial  kindness  from  the  king  of  the  country,  whoso 
place  of  residence  was  at  the  distance  of  two  days'  journey 
from  our  birth.  He  sent  us  presents  of  rice  and  vegetables, 
spices  and  cattle ;  in  short,  every  thing  tliat  we  had  occasion 
for,  and  in  such  abundance  that  there  remained  a  surplus 
above  our  wants,  which  1  tlclivcred  to  tlie  En<T)ish  factory 
in  Cliiiia,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  account  ol"  the  East  India 
Company. 

In  return  for  his  Cochin-Cliincse  Majesty's  hospitality,  I 
made  him  a  present  of  my  fine  steeMiilted  sword,  also  one 
of  Efliot's  gold  watches,  and  a  pair  of  bayonet-pistols,  and 
some  camblct  and  other  lesser  articles,  which  pistols  and 
caniblet  I  was  obliged  to  purchase  i'lom  an  olhccr  ou  boiird 
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the  Indostan,  and  IVom  another  ship  then  at  anchor  in  the 
hay,  not  being  able  to  get  at  our  own  packages.  This  place 
affords  a  most  excellent  harbor,  and  there  is  a  spot  where  a 
fort  might  be  built  and  garrisoned  at  a  small  expence,  suf- 
ficient to  withstand  any  attempt  a^inst  any  force  likely  to  be 
brought  against  it  from  any  power  of  this  part  of  th&  world. 
The  riches  or  commodities  of  the  country  are  summed  up  in 
one  distich  by  father  Loreiro,  a  Portuguese  misnonary,  who 
resided  long  in  the  country — 

Xylaloen,  Myrrhnm,  Piper  ardens,  Saocban  profctt 
Pluraque,  si  repetas«  offictosa  dabit. 

But  besides  the  above  articles,  it  produces  excellent  cin- 
namon, common  rice,  and  mountain  rice  in  vast  abuudanrr, 
and  lias  many  rich  mines,  Iwth  of  gold  and  silver,  one  of 
the  latter  at  no  great  distance  IVoiu  Turon-bay. 

I  have  (U  siiod  :i  sketch  to  be  taken  of  lliis  place,  of  the 
site  lor  a  loi  L,  together  with  many  other  useful  particulai*s ; 
nor  have  I  neglected  the  island  of  Canipcllo  in  the  offinc^, 
which  I  have  also  liad  visited  and  (leseribcd,  so  that  tlic  East 
India  Conipnnv  may  have  before  them  all  the  information  in 
my  power  to  pro{  nrc,  in  ease  they  should  ever  think  proper 
to  make  a  settlement  at  this  place. 

Saturday,  June  1.5,  17.93.  This  (\ny  we  sailed  on  board 
the  Lion  from  Turon-hny  in  Cochin-China,  accompanied 
by  the  Indos>tan  and  the  two  lillle  brigs,  Jackail  and 
Clarcuce. 
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"Wednesday,  June  19th.  At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  we  saw 
the  majD  land  of  China,  ^bearing  N.  N.  £.  distant  — • 
leagues. 

Thursday,  June  20tli.  At  six  o'clock  A.  M.  wc  came  to 
an  anchor  oft'  the  Grand  Ladrone  in  eleven  fathoms  water, 
within  view  of  several  small  islands.  The  city  of  Macao 
bearing  seven  leagues  N.  W.  of  our  birth. 

T  sent  Sir  George  Staunton,  Mr.  Maxwell  and  Captain 
M  K  kmtobh  on  shore  for  intelligence.    None  of  the  trading 
of  the  season  being  yet  arrived,  all  the  gentlemen  of 
tlic  tliilcjcnt  European  factories  were  still  at  Macao. 

Saturciay,  June  2'2d.    This  afternoon  Sir  George  Stauoton 
returned  on  board  the  Lion. 

'I"hc  lalormaljun  from  A];icao  \\as,  that  the  news  of  an 
rmbassy  from  England  had  been  received  at  court  with 
;:rc-at  salisfaLlion,   that  tlic  Emperor  eonsi<lcred  it  as  no 
huiail  addition  to  the  glory  of  liis  reign,  that  its  close  should 
be  distingnisheil  by  sueh  an  event,  and  that  orders  iiad 
been  dispatched  to  all  the  sea-ports  of  China  to  give  the 
most  hospitable  and  honorable  reception  to  his  Majesty's 
hhips,  whenever  they  should  appear  on  the  coast.    At  the 
Maine  time  it  was  perceived  that  the  rmbassy  h»f^  excited 
great  jealousy  and  apprehensions  in  the  mi  mis  of  some  of 
the  Europeans  at  Macao,  partienlarly  of  the  putcb  and 
Portuguese.    With  respect  to  the  foiincr,  they  ^vcic  soon 
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quieted  by  our  assurances,  and  by  the  letters  we  brought 
from  Batavia ;  but  with  regard  to  the  latter*  it  was  easy  to 
(liscorer  thaty  whatever  face  they  might  wear  towards  us,  we 

had  tf)  expect  from  them  every  ill  office  and  counteraction 
in  their  powo**   It  is  singular  enough  that  of  the  Europeans 
at  Macao,  none  seemed  better  disposed  to  us  than  the 
Spanish  agents,  Messrs.  Agoti  and  Fuentes,  v!to  not  only 
testified  their  good  will  by  several  little  sen'ices,  but  gave  ws 
an  essential  proof  of  their  confidence   by  sending  me  a 
manuscri[)t  plan  and  chart  of  the  city       Macao,  and  the 
river  of  Canton,  taken  upon  tlic  spot  by  i\lr.  Agoti  liinisclf, 
the  result  of  several  years  observation  aud  labor. 

Sir  George  Staiuiton  let^  the  missionaries  Ni/an  and  Vattry 
on  shore,  as  also  one  of,  our  interpreters  Padre  C//o,  wlio 
suddenly  took  liisht,  and  was  so  impressed  with  an  apprehen- 
sitjii  of  the  go\  ernment  at  Pekin,  that  he  could  not  be  per- 
siiadcJ  to  proceed  with  us.    "\Vc  indeed  regret  the  loss  of 
him  the  less,  as  his  companion  w  ho  rcniains  with  us,  thougU 
not  so  complete  a  scholar,  is  a  man  of  much  better  tfeittper, 
has  a  very  good  understanding,  an  excellent  disposit******  ftud 
is  sincerely  attached  to  us.    In  the  place  of  Padres  Ni/an 
and  Vang  we,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  Italian  mission- 
aries of  the  propaganda  at  Macao,  to  whom  some 
obligations,  have  consented  to  give  a  passage  to  two  others, 
who  liad  been  -waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  proceeding  to 
Pckin,  and  of  entering  into  the  Emperor's  service  there,  as 
mathematicians  and  astronomers. 

Sunday,  June  23d.  Sailed  this  morning  froni  the  Grand 
Ladrone  at  six  o'clock  A.M.  with  the  Jndoi^^  J&ck^i, 
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and  Clarence  in  company.  Our  course  N.  E.  Passed  Pedro 
r)hinc(j,  a  large  white  rock  above  the  water,  at  tour  P.  M, 
The  Chinese  coast  still  iu  sight  about  uiac  leagues  distant. 

Friday,  June  28th.  Lost  sight  of  the  Indostan  and  the 
two  brigs  in  the  dark  weather,  and  sailed  for  the  Quesan 
or  Patchcock  islands,  where  we  expect  to  fall  in  with  the 
Endeavor  brig,  Captain  Proctor,  whom  the  Company's 
commissioners  bad  dispatc  hed  some  time  before,  with  orders 
to  cruize  for  us  there  till  the  30th  instant 

Saturday,  June  29th.  Passed  the  Heusan  island  and  ar- 
rived off  the  Quesan's;  anchored  in  eleven  fathoms,  soft 
mud.   Patchcock  island,  two  leagues  west  from  us. 

Sunday,  June  30th.  .  We  saw  nothing  of  the  Endeavor, 
neither  could  we  learn  any  news  of  her  from  the  Chinese 
fiabing  vessels,  several  thousands  of  which  covered  the  sea  all 
around  us. 

A  Chinese  pilot  came  on  board  witli  some  of  his  people, 
who  seemed  never  to  have  seen  sudh  a  ship  as  the  Lion  be- 
fore ;  they  examined  every  thing  with  great  curiosity  and, 
observing  the.  emperor  of  China's  picture  in  the  cabin,  imme- 
diately fell  flat  on  their  faces  before  it,  and  kissed  the  ground 
several  times  with  great  devotion. 

Monday,  July  1st.    At  three  o'<-lork  P.  M.  wc  were  joined 

by  the  Indostan,  Jackali  and  Clarence.    Ever  since  we  made 

the  coast  of  China  (on  the  19th  of  last  month)  the  weather 
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has  been  (exceptiog  one  day)  always  dadc,  heavy*  rainy, 
moist,  or  stonny. 

Wednesday,  July  3d.  This  day  we  came  to  ao  anchor 
in  Chcusan  roads  in  six  and  a  half  fathoms  water,  between 
Plotman's  island  and  Buffalo's  nose,  a  most  excellent  safe 
harbor,  sheltered  from  all  winds*  The  city  of  Cheusan  about 
50  miles  west  of  us. — Sir  George  Staunton  went  in  the  Cla-' 
lenee  to  Cheusan,  in  older  to  procure  pilots  from  the  go- 
vernor to  conduct  us  to  iHin^mg. 

Sunday,  July  7th.  Sir  Geoige  Staunton  returned  and 
brought  with  him  the  pilots,  who,  on  being  informed  of  the 
Lion's  draft  of  w.aler,  said  that  a  ship  of  her  siae  rould  not 
proceed  briber  than  Mie-iaot  near  the  city  'of  Ttm^hou' 
foUf  at  the  entrance  of  tlie  gutph  of  J?e-cke-^  but  that  all 
sorts  of  convenient  vessels  could  be  procured  at  that  place  to 
convey  us  fiom  thence  in  safety  to  Tifihdngf  and  the  pas- 
sage could  be  made  in  four  days.  The  gulph  of  Pe^he-U  is 
represented  by  them  to  be  without  any  good  anchoring 
ground,  very  shallow,  and  in  many  places  fidl  of  shifting 
sands. 

Sir  Geoige  Staunton  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing the  pilots.'  The  governor  of  Cheusan,  to  whom  he 
had  applied,  told  him  that  his  authority  extended  no  ftirther 
than  to  furnish  pilots  to  conduct  us  to  the  adjoining  province,  - 
where  others  would  in  like  manner  be  supplied  to  proceed, 
with  us  to  the  next,  and  so  on  along  the  coast  till  we  reached 
our  last  port ;  bat  as  this  mode  of  management  did  not  at  all 
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'  sait  us,  Sir  Geoi^e  requested  him,  if  possible,  to  6ud  some 
persoDS  who  would  take  charge  of  our  navigation  the  whoJe 
way  flrom  Cheusan  to  Tien'Sing,  without  stopping  at  any 
inlenncdiate  place ;  adding  that  if  such  pilots  could  not  be 
had  at  ChetOtHh  tfeey  might  pei'haps  be  got  fi'om  Ning^po* 
Upon  this  the  governor,  fully  sensible  of  tiie  emperor's  orders 
with  regard  to  tlir  embassy,  and  apprehensive  that  we  might 
adchoss  ourselves  to  liis  superior  ^landarine  at  N/n£;-/)o,  ex- 
erted himself  so  rftectually  that  at  last  two  men  were  disco- 
vered who,  having  lormerly  been  owners  and  masters  of 
vessels  in  the  trade,  had  fie(]uently  been  at  T/en-««»,  but 
it  was  with  the  <rrr;iti  ^t  it  liu  tance,  and  indeed  under  a  sort 
of  compulsion,  tluu  tliey  undertook  the  change  ;  and  after  all, 
considering  the  little  nautical  skill  they  seem  to  posses^^,  m  o 
do  not  expect  any  great  Uijisistance  from  tliem,  but  must  trust 
a  good  deal  to  our  o^^n. 

Monday,  July  8th.  This  day  we  sailed  for  Mit-tao  from 
Cheusan  roads. 

Tuesday,  July  l6th.  I  sent  my  Proclamation  to  Cap- 
tain Mackintosh  relative  to  the  conduct  of  liis  people  onlwaid 
the  Indoslan,  also  a  duplicate  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Benson 
nnd  to  Mr,  Banow,  to  be  conmiunicatcd  to  the  soldiers  and 
servants  on  board  that  ship. 

IVidajr,  July  19th.  came  to  ebclMir  this  monaog  in 
*reki^rao  Bay,  which  our  pilots  had  mistaken  ior  Jlte-#tfow 
They  seem  grossly  ignorant  and  timid,  were  fafj^*'^^  <Mit 
«f  their  ivits^  when  they  observed  on  our  pessage  t^^g  ^ 
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comU  ibtt.oQ  fliofiKiig  our  wator  ve  fdirajs  ttoo^  wit  to  * 
8ea»  and  were  punled  beyond  metisure  by  our  inaiMeuTr!»» 
Beeing  us  woik  to  windward  without  mindtag  weather,  fide, 
or  aioaqoon. 

I  deUrered  mj  prodamatioa  to  Sir  Erasma^  Gower,  frli» 
ordeied  it  to  be  read  to  the  crew  of  the  lion. 

Saturday,  July  20th.   We  got  a  new  pilot  from  the  shore, 
and  in  a  few  hours  came  abreast  of  the  city  of  Ten-chou^ 
/«a. 

We  now  discovered  that  Mie-tao  is  an  island  to  the  north- 
ward of  us,  instead  of  being  an  harbor  on  the  main,  as  we 
had  been  led  to  imagine.  It  lies  about  three  miles  and  a 
half  eastward  of  Ten-ch<m-f(m ;  we  came  to  an  anchor  hmlf 
way  between  them,  in  eight  fathoms  water,  but  veering  off  to 
fifteen.    The  road  is  traui  and  dangerous. 

For  several  days  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled, 
sometimes  pxtremely  boisterous  and  at  otliers  almost  calm, 
with  fretjiient  fogs,  the  latter  always  the  concomitants  of  an 
easterly  wind.    Whenever  it  cleared  up  wc  eagerly  turned 
our  cye»  towards  the  sliore,  which  atiVii  dcd  us  great  variety 
of  prospect.    The  back  giound  of  the  iirovlnre  of  Cha»-fo,,g^ 
as  we  sailed  along  it,  appeared  generally  liarren,  mountainous 
and  rocky,  but  wherever  we  could  j)erc»-ivc  the  smalle&t  in* 
terval  of  cultivable  ground,  it  smiled  luider  the  hand  of  in- 
dustry.   We  could  not  well  distinguish  the  gmin 

z  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


lyz  JOURNAL  OF  AN  EMBASSY  • 

that  were  growings  but  they  seemed  to  be  Xndiaa  coco,  toil- 
let^  beans»  and  peas. 

From  Mandarins-bonnet  to  Ten-chou-fou^  there  are  pleannt 

villages  to  be  seen  on  the  shore  at  every  half  mile's  distance, 
in  which  many  of  the  houses  are  built  of  stone,  (the  elera- 
tion  of  their  roofs  at  an  ant^le  of  forty-five  degrees,)  and  co- 
vered with  tiles  very  neatly  arranged.  The  coast  is  often 
indented  with  small  sandy  bays,  and  there  are  many  sate  , 
harbors  for  v  essels  of  a  moderate  si^e,  fonued  by  islands  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  main.  The  sea  is  of  very  unequal 
clcpth,  often  varying  within  an  hour  from  five  to  forty-two 
iathoms,  which  last  it  never  exceeded. 

In  tlic  evening,  about  three  liours  after  we  had  let  go  our 
anchor,  the  Goveraui  of  Tcn-chou-foii^  a  Mimdarin  of  higii 
rank,  came  on  board  to  vbit  me.  He  told  me  he  had  received 
orders  from  his  court  to  ent^tain  us,  to  render  us  all  services 
in  his  power,  and  to  provide  Ibr  us  proper  means  of  convey- 
ance, if  we  chose  to  proceed  by  land  fimn  T€it<kon-fcu  to 
Pekin.  His  visit  lasted  upwards  of  two  hours,  duiiog  which 
he  talked  a  great  dea],  and  vith  as  mudi  ease  and  liaiikness 
as  if  we  had  been  old  acquaintance.  He  is  about  thirty- 
five  years  of  age,  courteous,  intelligent  and  inquisitive. 

Sunday,  July  31st  Dispatched  the  Jackall  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Campbell,  first  lieutenant  of  the  lion,  across 
the  gulph  of  Pe-eki-H  towards  7Un-w»g  to  explore  the 

navigation. 
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At  noon  the  Governor  of  Ttn-chou-foUy  who  was  here  last 
niglil,  sent  on  board  for  us  a  present  of  four  bullocks,  eight 
sheep,  cjghL  goats,  five  measures  of  white  rice,  five  measures 
of  red  rice,  2001b.  of  flour,  and  several  baskets  of  fruit  and 
vegetables,  winch  was  acknowledged  bj-  a  proper  return. 

An  old  man  of  seventy  years  of  age  has  bccu  put  on  board 
as  a  pilot,  who  says  that  tlir  gulph  of  Feclwli  is  always  per- 
fectly safe  in  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September,  so 
that  the  Lion  has  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  weather  lor 
some  time  to  come,  that  the  boats  for  carrying  our  basirase 
and  the  presents  are  now  ready  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
leading  up  to  Tien-singy  and  waiting  for  our  amval ;  and  that 
they  are  large  and  convenient,  and  so  constructed,  that  there 
is  oo  danger  of  our  packages  being  wetted  or  damag^. 

Ten-choV'fou  is  a  city  of  the  first  rank  in  the  province  of 
Chan-tongt  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  but  much  leal 
in  breadth.  At  the  southern  extremity  it  includes  a  large 
space  of  ground  that  is  not  built  upoo,  and  at  the  northera 
end  is  a  rocky  elevation  with  an  extensive  pagoda  upon  it, 
which  overlooks  and  commands  the  whole  city.  The  walls 
and  bastions  are  cienelled  and  kept  in  perfect  lepair,  but 
there  is  no  appeanwce  of  any  guns  upon  tfaem. 

This  evening  we  were  joined  by  the  Endeavor  brig.  Cap- 
tain Procter  of  the  Bombay  marine,  which  the  company's 
commissioners  had  dispatched  from  Macao  with  letters  for  us. 
Not  knowing  of  our  intentions  of  calling  there,  they  had,  a 
littk  befbie  our  snival  on  the  coast,  oideved  this  vessel  to  the 
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northward,  in  hopes  of  her  meeting  us  betore  we  the 
kength  of  Tien-^ng. 

i\Ionclay,  July  22d.  Sailed  from  itn-chou-jQu,  leaving 
Mie-iao  on  uur  right  band  aQ4  some  smiUl  isUiQds  oa  our 
left.   The  patisage  is  safe. 

Tuesday,  July  23d.  Our  observation  at  noon  to-day  gave 
us  38*  42'.  north  latitude.  We  are  now  got  into  that  part  of 
the  Yellow  Sea,  called  the  jECidph  of  Pe-che-U y  winch  is  remark- 
ably smooth  and  clear.  We  ha\c  had  a  lifjht  t)reezc  that 
carries  us  four  or  five  miles  an  iiour,  and  at  lour  oclock  tiiis 
evening  were  out  of  sight  of  land. 

Wednesday,  July  24th.  At  day-break  saw  tlie  land,  about 
1^2  miles  distant  from  us.  It  is  low,  flat  and  sandy,  with 
ii  heavy  surf  beating  upon  it  with  great  violence.  We 
goiinded  and  had  groand  at  six  and  a  half  fathoms.  We  sup- 
pose  ourselves  to  be  ten  leagues  to  the  south-east  of  T^eihmig 
^jver.  It  is  thought  that  the  coast  is  laid  down  in  the  chart 
too  far  to  ^  westward,  or  that  too  much  breadth  is  giveo 
to  the  gulph,  which  by  our  reckoniiig  cannot  bt  three  de- 
grees from  east  to  west. 

Thursday*  July  lS5th.  This  moniing  at  sun-rise  we  disco> 
red   ^'  A^"^  ^  ^  three  mUes  distance,  a  prodigicras 
umber  of  Chinese  vessels  all  around  us.  Onr  pilots  did  Hot 
precisely  know  where  we  were ;  we  supposed  cqMielTes  to  be 
cighr  or  Bin*         ^  ^  ***  Tiem^g, 

houses  and  trees  weic  just  discernible  tim  the  inntt-heaid 


vc 
li 


as 


Digitizeo  by  google 


I 


TO  TU£  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA.  175 

to  the  north  and  8<m^;  and  we  found,  when  Lieutenant 

Campbell  and  Mr,  Iliitner  returned  in  the  Jackall  this  even- 
ing that  we  had  not  been  much  mistaken.  Tiicy  told  us  that 
when  they  arrived  in  the  moutii  of  the  river,  some  inferior 
Mandarines  had  come  on  board,  and  finding  they  belonged 
to  the  embassy,  iiad  conducted  them  on  shore,  and  presented 
tliem  to  two  great  men,  who  had  been  statione^i  at  that  place 
for  some  lime  past  m  exjjectation  of  my  coming ;  tlicy  were 
received  with  many  marks  of  respect  and  treated  with  great 
hospitality.  A  thousand  questions  were  asked  relative  t<» 
every  particular  of  the  embassy,  the  number  of  persons, 
their  ages  and  qualities,  the  presents  brought  for  the  emperor, 
and  what  they  consif^ted  of;  the  size  and  force  of  the  Lion 
and  the  other  ships  attendinsr  us,  &c.  The  ansvvere  to  all  which 
were  written  down  by  the  Secretary  in  waiting.  At  their 
departure  they  were  desired  to  iiitbnn  me  that  every  thing 
was  ready  for  my  reception,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  Lion 
apprmiclied  the  bnr,  two  great  Mandarines  would  be  sent 
on  board  to  eomphtnent  me.  We  are  now  not  above  five 
leagues  distant  irom  the  bar. 

It  appeal's  that  the  expectations  of  the  Chinese  liave  been 
raised  very  high  (by  the  manner  in  which  the  embassy  was 
announced)  of  the  presents  winch  it  is  to  be  accomj)anied 
with.  "When  Sir  George  Staunton  was  at  Macao,  he  found, 
on  conversing  with  the  gentlemen  tliere,  that  they  wen^  con- 
cefired  immeiise  value,  and  when  he  mentioned  what  they 
were,  it  was  thought  that  the  Chinese  would  be  much  dis. 
Appointed.  From  these  consideiations  Mr.  Brown  was  in- 
daced  to  add  his  fiae  telescope  to  what  we  had  already 
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brought,  and  I  have  this  day  completed  our  apparatus  with 
Parker's  great  lens,  which  Captain  Mackintosh  brought  out 
Avitli  hiui  on  a  speculation,  and  which  he  has  been  pi'evuiled 
upon  to  part  with  on  very  reasonable  trrnis,  foregoing  all 
the  j)rofit  wliich  he  had  the  prospect  of  deriving  from  the  sale 
of  so  valuable  and  so  uncommon  an  article.    As  this  lens  is 
an  object  of  singular  curiosity,  it  was  apprehensive  that  if 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Chinese  merchants,  and  were  pre- 
sented tlu-ough  their  channel  to  the  Empemr,  it  might  tend 
towards  the  disparagement  of  our  fine  tilings,  and  perhaps  be 
imagined  to  eclip^ie  them.    I  therefore  thought  it  advisable 
for  the  public  service  and  the  honor  of  the  eml)assy,  to  join  it 
to  the  other  presents  ;  and  now  being  possessed  of  Air.  Brou  n  s 
fine  tclescoj)c  and  this  extraordinary  lens,  I  flatter  myself 
we  have  no  rivalships  to  appreli  ud  at  Pekin  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  instruments  of  a  similar  kind. 

This  evening  I  sent  back  Mr.  Iliitncr  in  the  Endeavor 
brig,  in  order  to  explain  to  the  Mandarines,  whom  he 
had  seen,  a  number  of  particulars  relative  to  our  going  on 
shore,  and  to  make  inquiry  about  several  tMngs  which  it 
is  necessary  forus  to  be  previously  acquainted  with. 

Friday,  July  26tb.  It  Tsdaed  most  violently  aB  the  fore- 
nooir,  and  in  the  evening  ve  had  for  several  hours  together 
such  a  series  of  lightning  and  thunder  as  I  never  remember 
before.  The  lightning  seemed  to  ovenpnad  the  whole  «fgr 
with  immensurable  sheets  of  Jivid  flame,  fltccompanied  by  con- 
tinued voUies  of  thunder  that  resembled  therolling  fiie  of  well- 
diadpUned  troops  at  a  review.  The  sea  however  remained 
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perfectly  smooth  and  unruffled  by  these  concussions  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  we  rode  at  single  aocliw  all  the  time. 

Saturday,  July  27th.  A  clear  fine  day.  The  sun  seems 
to  rise  with  new  brightness  and  serenity,  after  the  turbulence 
of  the  night.  I  delivered  to  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  my  letter  to 
him  of  this  date. 

Sunday,  July  28th.  Several  inferior  Mandarines  came  on 
board,  and  informed  us  that  every  thing  was  preparing  for  our 
landing,  that  a  number  of  boats  were  already  in  waiting, 
and  that  the  remainder  would  be  down  to-morrow.  We 
shifted  our  birth  and  removed  a  little  nearer  to  the  bar,  iii 
six  fathoms  water.  Our  station  was  ascertained  this  day  by  an 
exact  observation  to  be  38*  51t.  north  latitude,  and  117*  50. 
east  longitude  from  Greenwich.  The  variation  oC  the  com- 
pass by  an  amplitude  37lh  July,  1*  9y*  west,  and  28th  July 
1*  85".  west 

The  rise  of  tlie  tides  here  is  eight  or  nine  feet.  They  ebb 
and  flow  all  round  the  compass,  but  the  strength  of  the 
flood  is  from  S.£.  and  ebb  firom  N.  W. 

Monday,  July  S9th.   Nothing  material  occurred. 

lYiesday,  July  SOth.  The  £ndeavor  returned  and  brought 
us  an  the  information  we  had  desired.  Some  of  the  Manda- 
rines, having  said  that  they  intended  to  purchase  watches 
and  swords,  when  they  came  on  board,  seemed  a  little  dis- 
appointed when  Mr.  Hiittner  told  them  that  as  we  were  not 
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nierrliants  avc  had  nothing  to  sell.  It  would  soath,  liowcvcr, 
from  this,  that  they  expect  presents  of  the  kind,  and  un- 
luckily our  baggage,  where  those  articles  are,  cannot  easily 
be  come  at.  I  must  thL-reforc,  1  Ik'Ucvc,  purrliasc  from 
some  of  the  otiicers  ol'  the  liiudostan  a  few  siuali  tilings  tor 
the  purpose. 

Wednesday,  July  31st.  The  wind  blowing  all  day  vcr}' 
strong  from  the  eastward,  prevented  any  boats  cooiing  from 
the  shore. 

At  noon  two  ^fandarines  of  hisih  rank,  attended  by  seven 
large  junks,  laden  with  variety  of  provisions  for  our  sh/ps, 
came  along  side.    The  profusion  of  these  was  so  great  and 
SO  much  above  our  wants,  that  wc  were  obliged  to  decline 
accepting  the  larger  part  of  them.    I  here  insert  the  lisU- 
twenty  bullocks ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  sheep;  ooe  huuT 
dred  and  twentjr  hogs;  one  hundred  fowls;  one  hundred 
ducks;  one  hundred  and  sixty  bags  of  flour;  one  hundred 
and  sixty  bags  of  rice ;  fourteen  boxes  of  tartar  bread ;  ten 
chesU  of  tea;  ten  chests  of  small  rice;  ten  chests  of  red 
rice;  ten  chests  of  white  rice ;  ten  chests  of  tallow  candles; 
one  thousand  water  melons;  three  thousand  musk  melons; 
twenty-two  boxes  of  dried  peaches ;  twenty-two  boxes  of 
£ruit  preserved  with  sugar ;  twenty-two  boxes  of  other  fruit ; 
twenty-two  boxes  of  ochras;  twenty-two  boxes  of  other 
^  vegetables ;  forty  baskets  of  ki^  cucumben ;  one  thousand 
pquash  cucumbers ;  forty  bundles  of  vegetables ;  twenty  mea- 
sures of  peas  in  the  pods ;  three  baskets  of  earthen  ware»  or 
coene  poicehuDe. 
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In  troth,  the  hospitalitj,  attention,  and  respect  which  we 
have  experienced  at  Turm,  Chusant  Teorchou^fou,  wd  here, 
are  such  as  strangeis  meet  with  only  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  world. 

The  two  chief  Mandarines  are  called  Van-ia-gin  and  Ckou-^ 
ta'gin. ,  Van  and  Chou  are  their  fiunilj  names,  Tor-gm  is  the 
title  annexed  to  their  rank,  and  signifies  great  man, 

Fm-to-^mis  a  war  Mandarine,  has  a  peacock's  feather  and 
a  red  coral  flourished  hutton  on  his  ca^),  wMdi  is  the  distin- 
guishing mark  of  the  second  order ;  Chou-ta-gin,  who  wears  a 
Wue  button,  which  is  a  degree  inferior  to  the  red,  is  a  civilian 
and  a  man  of  letters.  After  a  number  of  complinients  and 
civilities  in  the  Chinese  manner,  we  proceeded  to  business,  and 
Chmt-ta-gin  wrote  down  fi»m  time  to  time  such  particular  as 
he  thought  necessary.   We  have  settled  with  them  every  thing 
refative  to  our  going  ashore,  the  mode  of  conveying  our  bag- 
gage and  the  presents,  and  the  kind  and  number  of  vessels 
^  the  purpose.   I  find  it  will  be  a  work  of  ibur  or  five 
^^y^  at  least,  before  we  can  leave  the  ship.  *^ 

■Hiese  two  Mandarines  seem  to  be  intdligent  men,  frank 
and  easy  in  their  address  and  communicative  in  discourse. 

sat  down  to  dinner  with  us,  and  though  at  first  a  little 
embarrassed  by  our  knives  and  forks,  soon  got  over  the  difL 
^"•cttlty,  and  handled  them  with  notable  dexterity  and  execuw 
upon  some  of  the  good  tliingjB  they  had  brought  usr 
They  tasted  of  our  wines  of  different  kinds,  and  also  of  otrt^ 
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spirits,  from  gin,  rum  and  armck,  to  sbrab,  nspberry  and 
cherry  brandy,  the  latter  of  which  seemed  to  fait  their  pa- 
lates in  preference  to  the  rest;  and  they  shook  hands  with 
us  like  Englishmen  at  tlieir  going  away.  They  were  much 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  guard  and  marine.^  (which 
were  drawn  up  on  the  quarter  deck  to  salute  them  as  they 
passed,)  listened  with  attention  to  our  music ;  and  departed, 
I  believe,  very  much  pleased  with  oar  manner  of  entertaining 
them,  lliey  were  very  in(iuisitire  abont  the  presents,  and 
when  I  explained  to  them  tlieir  nature,  they  seemed  to  think 
thrm  very  ]>r()pcr,  and  requested  a  list  of  them  to  be  traas- 
niitted  to  court,  which  I  have  promised. 

Triday,  August  2d.  Tin's  day  tlic  junks  came  from  the 
shore  alonc^  side  of  the  Uiadostan,  and  began  to  take  in  the 
articles  which  are  to  be  carried  from  on  board  her.  A  Mun- 
darijic  ot  th«!  third  order,  with  a  blue  button  on  his  cap,  came 
Yvith  thtin  to  supcrmtcnd  the  business,  and  stuyetl  till  the 
vessels  were  loaded. 

^atarday,  August  3d.  The  loading  continues,  and  it  is 
expected  to  be  finished  the  day  after  to-morrow.  The  same 
Mandarine  wlio  attended  yesterday  returned  to-day. 

Sunday,  August  4th.  This  day  the  people  worked  with 
great  alacrity,  tlie  loading  was  completed,  and  all  the  bag- 
giige  and  presents  put  on  board  the  large  junks,  to  be  trans- 
shipped into  smaller  ones,  at  Ta-cm^  in  order  to  be  con- 
veyed up  the  river  to  Tong^u  (within  twelve  miles  of  Pekin) 
where  the  navigation  discontinues. 
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The  Cbioeae  aailon  are  ▼ery  strong  and  work  wdl,  singing 
and  roariQg  all  the  while,  but  very  ordedy  and  veil  regulated, 
intdligent  and  ingenioiis^in  contrivance  and  resource,  each 
of  tbera  seeming  to  understand  and  exercise  fab  proper  share 
of  the  business  and  labor  going  femrard. 

In  each  vessel  were  inferior  Mandarines  who  received  tlic 
articles,  and  gave  accountable  notes  for  tUem,  so  that  no  loas 
or  mistake  is  iiicely  to  happen. 

All  the  Chinese  whom  we  have  yet  seen,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  have  their  heads  close  sha^  ed,  except  on  the 
crown,  where  the  hair  is  left  untouched  by  the  razor,  for  about 
a  couple  of  inches  in  diameter,  and  is  suffered  to  grow  to  a 
great  length,  being  considered  as  a  very  becoming  ornament. 
It  is  always  black,  and  as  stron^;  and  coaree  as  horse  hair, 
which  it  much  resembles.    It  is  platted  in  a  tress,  and  falls 
tiowii  thfi  back  like  a  namlllies  ([ueue.    I  have  seen  some  of 
tficm  ii  jarcl  lung.    Those  w  ho  can  afford  it  wear  bonnets  of 
bamboo  witii  a  red  silk  fringe   rouiul  tht m.    The  lower 
^ort  have  straw  hats,  but  many  of  them  go  quite  bare- 
headed. 

To-ni()i  I  '^^^  we  shall  proceed  on  shore.  From  liie  very  dis- 
tinguished reception  \diich  we  have  met  with,  and  from  every 
appearance  being  so  much  in  our  favor,  1  think  it  will  bcs 
best  to  send  thcTJindostan  to  Cheusan  with  the  Lion  (whicH 
*8  now  so  »ickly  that  she  must  get  into  ilie  first  possible  saffe 
port  for  recruiting  her  people)  in  hopes  that  we  may  be 
t«  obtain  permissiou  for  her  (the  Hindustan)  to,  take  ^  ^ 
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cargo  there,  by  way  of  a  ^begiatiing  to  the  expected  exten- 
sion of  our  commerce  in  China. 

Captain  Mackintosh  himself  comes  with  us  to  Pekin,  and 
I  propose  to  dispatch  him  from  thence,  with  the  permission, 
if  procuivd,  to  Join  his  ship  at  Clunisnn,  and  to  carry  our 
disimtches  from  (hcnre  to  England,  which  we  tlatter  our- 
selves will  then  be  very  inlerc&tiug. 

Monday,  August  .3th,  I'his  day  at  nine  A.IM. 

■we  left  the  Lion  man  of  war,  and  eml>itrking  in  suialler 
vessels,  (m3'self  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  endjassy,  in  the 
Chucncc,  Jackall.  and  JMuleavor,  the  servants,  guards  and 
other  attendants,  wii  h  the  ban-f'a^e,  presents,  &c.  in  Chinese 
junks,)  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the  Pay-ho  river,  llic  dis- 
tance about  fifteen  niUes. 

Having  a  good  breeze,  and  a  spring  tide  in  our  favour ; 
we  in  a  few  hours  got  over  the  bar,  on  which  we  foand  from 
seven  to  nine  ibet  of  water — at  the  bar,  and  within  it,  the 
water  is  very  tJiick  and  turbid,  altliou^h  between  the  bar  and 
the  Lion's  birth  the  »ea  was  lemarkably  green  and  clear. 

The  coast  is  so  bw,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  seen  tin  you 
approach  witliin  a  couple  of  miles  of  it,  and  is  only  then  to 
be  distinguished  by  the  baildings  which  rise  above  it  On 
entering  the  river,  we  were  perfectly  astonbhed  and  con-  1 
founded  by  the  inconceivable  number  of  vessels  of  all  sorts 
Avitli  which  it  was  covered.  Tiie  troops  iverc  drawn  up  on 
the  southern  bank  and  made  a  tolerable  good  appearance. 


Digitizeo  Ly  google 


TO  THE  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA.  j»3 

Hie  Mandarines  Van-ia-gin  and  ChoU'ta-gin^  who  had  dined 

with  as  on  board  the  Lion,  now  came  to  visit  us,  and  pressed 

us  much  to  acc^t  their  invitation  to  a  banquet  on  shore, 

which  had  been  ]>rcpared  for  us;  but  being  a  good  tlfal 

fatigued,  I  decUned  it,  and  proceeded  up  the  river  about  a 

niiie  farther  to  the  yacht  provided  to  convey  me  to  the  city 

Tong-siou  within  twelve  miles  of  Fekin.     This  yacht  was 

large,  clean,  conifbrtable  and  convenient;  and  here  I  fovmd 

the  Mandarines  Van-tn-gin  and  Choii-ta-s^in  to  welcome  nie, 

and  to  inquire  whether  any  thing  was  farther  necessary  for 

iny  accommodation.   Similar  care  and  attcnti(ai  scen\  to  have 

been  paid  to  all  the  other  gentlemen.    Tlie  river  here  appeared 

to  be  as  broail  as  the  Thames  at  Gravesend,  with  a  gieat 

number  of  houses  on  each  side  built  of  mud  and  iliatcbed,  a 

good  deal  rescmhlinG:  the   cottages    near  Christchurcb  in 

.  Hampshire,  and  inhabited  by  such  sv;'arnis  of  people,  as  far 

exceeded  my  most  extravagant  ideas  even  of  Chinese  popu- 

lousness.    Among  lliobc  wlui  t  lou  dcd  the  banks,  we  saw  sc- 

vemj  women,  who  tripped  along  ^vith  such  agility,  as  ni- 

duced  us  to  imagine  their  feet  had  not  been  crippled  in  the 

usual  niiinncr  of  the  Chinese.    It  is  said  indeed  that  this 

practice,  especially  among  the  lower  sort,  is  now  less  hcqiient 

in  tile  jiorthern  provinces  tiian  in  the  others.    I  Ik  ^,  :.  orneii 

are  much  ^veathcr-beaten  but  not  ill  feature^!,  and  waa  their 

hair  (which  is  universally  black  and  coai-se)  neatly  braided, 

and  fastened  on  the  top  of  their  heads  with  a  bodJdn.  The 

children  are  very  numerous  and  mostly  stark  naked.  Ite 

men  in  general  well-looking,  well  limbed,  robust  and  inus-< 

cnlar.   J  i?a8  so.  much  struck  wifh  ^eir  appearance,  tbat  X 
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could  scarcely  refrain  from  cijing  out  witU  Shakesixiar'a  Mi- 
randa in  the  Tempest : 

Oh  woodcrf 
How  many  goodly  ciataiet  ace  theie  hae. 
How  beauteous  nunkind  is  I  oh  liiSnre  new  world 
Hut  hat  fiich  peopk  in  it. 

Tuesuay,  6tli  August,  1793-  Karly  this  morning  provisions 
for  tlie  day  were  distributed  witli  great  order  and  regulariry, 
and  in  vast  alnmdance,  among  all  the  diflereut  departments 
of  the  embassy :  and  soon  after,  several  Mandarines  of  high 
rank  came  to  visit  me,  and  to  inform  mc  that  the  Tson-tou^ 
or  viceroy  of  the  province  of  Fe-che-iiy  whose  usual  residence 
is  at  PaO'ting'fou,  one  hundred  milC55  distant,  was  arrived 
here,  having  been  sent  by  the  emperor  to  eomphnu  nt  me 
on  my  entrance  into  his  donnnions,  and  to  give  proper  orders 
upon  the  occasion.  At  eight  A.M.  I  went  on  shore  accom- 
panied by  Sir  George  Staunton,  his  son  and  our  interpreter, 
passing  from  my  yacht  over  a  temporary  wooden  biidgef 
erected  for  this  purpose,  covered  with  mats,  and  having  Tails 
on  each  side  decorated  with  scarlet  silk.  Here  we  found 
palanquins  prepared  for  us,  which  are  neat  light  chairs,  made 
of  bamboo,  and  covered  with  satin,  and  carried  by  four  stout 
fellows,  two  of  them  before  and  two  of  them  behind.  In 
these  we  set  out,  escorted  by  a  troop  of  horse,  for  Hy-chin- 
miaOf  or  the  Temple  of  the  Sea-god,  where  the  viceroy  had 
taken  up  his  quarters ;  and  though  the  distance  was  near  a 
mile,  yet  the  same  men  carried  us  at  a  pretty  smart  pace, 
the  whole  way,  without  testing.    Before  the  gates  of  the 
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leniple,  were  several  tents  pitelied,  of  various  eolors,  white,  red 
and  blue  (but  tlie  latter  seemed  lo  predominate)  having  each 
a  distinguishing  pentlant,  and  before  them  were  drawn  up 
several  companies  of  soldiers  with  sabres  in  their  hands  (no 
fire  arms)  and  dressed  in  a  uniform  of  l)lu(>  stiift'  or  eotton, 
laced  witii  a  broad  red  galoon.  ]icaides  the  ironp  of  horse 
which  escorted  us,  there  was  another  body  of  cavalry  attend- 
ing at  the  temple,  each  cavalier  having  a  bow  and  a  quiver 
of  arrows,  but  no  sword  nor  pistols. 

The  viceroy  received  us  at  the  sate  uitii  distino-uished 
politeness  and  an  air  of  cordiality,  and  led  us  into  a  great 
saloon  which  was  soon  fdled  by  his  otheeis  ami  attendants, 
from  whence,  atter  drinking  tea,  we  removed  to  another 
apartment,  to  which  we  ()asscd  through  a  spacious  square 
court,  each  side  of  which  was  formed  by  magnificent  build* 
ings,  much  resembling  those  in  iny  book  of  Chinese  draw- 
ings. The  ornaments  were  so  brilliant  and  so  diversified, 
that  I  at  first  imagined  them  to  be  of  wood,  paiiiled  and 
highly  varnished  but,  on  a  nearer  inspection,  I  found  tiiem 
to  be  of  porcelain  and  tiles  of  various  molds  and  colors. 
Though  the  Chinese  architecture  is  totally  unlike  any  other, 
and  most  of  its  combinations  and  proportions  oontradierory 
to  ours,  yet  its  general  effect  is  good,  and  by  no  means  dis* 
pleasing  to  the  eye. 

We  now  entered  upon  business.  The  viceroy  began  l)y 
many  compliments  and  enquiries  about  oitr  health,  and 
talked  much  of  the  Emperor's  satisfaction  at  our  arrival,  and 
of  his  wish  to  see  us  at  Gehol  in  Tartary  (where  the  court 
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always  resides  at  this  season)  as  soon  m  possihlr.    To  these 
civiliti<'s  we  made  the  proper  returns  ot  coniplinicnt,  ami  tlicn 
iufornied  tht-  \  iccioy  that  the  t  rain  ot"  the  embassy  consisted  of 
so  many  persons,  and  that  the  ])resent«i  for  the  emperor  and 
our  ow  n  hag'inne  were  so  numerous,  ami  took  up  so  nuieh 
room,   thai  we  should   require  A'ery  spacious  (piartcrs  at 
I'ekin  :  That  as  wc  found  it  was  the  emperr  r's  wish  for  us  to 
proeeeU  to  Gchol,  we  should  prepare  ouis^  U  i  s  arcordincU'  ; 
but  that  we  should  find  it  necessary  to  leave  a  ureat  {)art  of 
the  presents  at  I'l  km,  as  many  of  tiiem  could  not  be  trans- 
ported by  land  to  such  a  distance,  without  bein?  iijreatly 
damaged,  if  not  totally  (K  sfroyed.    "NVe  explained  to  him 
the  liigh  compliment  nitcnded  by  the  first  sovereign  of  the 
lirestem  world,  to  the  sovereign  of  the  cast,  by  sendini;  the 
present  embassy,  and  hoped  it  ^vould  be  attended  with  all 
the  good  effects  expected  from  it.  That  as  it  was  equally  my 
duty  and  incUnation  to  promote  these  views  to  the  utmost  of 
iny  power,  I  requested  the  viceroy  would  be  so  kind  as  to  give 
me  sudi  infimnation  and  advice  as  might  enable  me  to  render 
myself  and  my  business  as  acceptable  to  the  emperor  as 
possible.   I  also  mentioned  to  him,  that  as  the  lion  and  the 
other  ships  that  came  with  me  were  very  sickly,  and  stood 
in  need  of  an  hospital  and  of  rdreshments  on  diore  ior  the 
acc<»nmodation  and  recovery  of  their  people,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  to  be  furnished  with  a 
diploma,  by  virtue  of  which  he  might  be  entitled  to  those 
advantages,  at  such  ports  as  he  might  find  it  most  convenient 
to  repair  to  on  the  coast  of  China,  either  Mie^tao,  or  Cheuaan, 
for  the  advancing  season  required  his  speedy  departure  out 
of  the  gulph  of  Fe-che^ii. 
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It  is  impossi!»le  to  describe  the  case,  politeness,  ami 
<!ii;nity  ot*  tlic  \  i  r(iy  during  the  wiiole  coulorcncr,  the 
jitlcatiou  with  wliuli  he  Hstened  to  our  requests,  nnd  the 
iinatiiTted  niamicr  lu  which  he  expressed  his  coiiiphr.u'c 
Aviili  ihem.  M'itli  regard  to  the  ships,  imagining  tlieir 
stores  must  have  been  exhausted  in  so  long  a  voyage,  he 
t()  supply  thcin  with  twelve  months  ])n)\isioiis  iin- 
Dii  diately.  1  liope  this  does  not  forebode  his  wislies  Tor  our 
speed)  departure.  He  is  a  very  tine  old  man,  of  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age,  of  low  stature,  with  small  s{)arkhng 
eyes,  a  benign  aspect,  a  long  sib  er  beard,  and  the  whole  of 
his  appearance  cahu,  venerable,  and  dignified. 

During  the  course  of  this  visit,  I  was  particularly  struck 
Avith  the  apparent  kindness  and  euudesceasion  with  which 
the  people  of  rank  here  §peak  to,  and  treat  their  inferiors 
and  lowest  domestics. 

^^  hen  we  returned  to  our  yachts  we  found  a  most  magni- 
ficent and  plentiful  dinner  prepared  fqr  us,  which  had  been 
sent  as  a  present  by  the  viceroy. 

AVcdncsday,  August  7th.  Early'  this  morning  I  au-ta-gin 
tame  to  \  i^it  me,  and  saitl  it  was  the  intention  of  the  vice- 
roy to  wait  upon  me  at  ten  o'clock  A.M.  He  then  turned 
the  di^cuuisc  upon  the  viceroy's  great  age  and  debility  of 
body,  which,  however,  lu;  said  woukl  not  prevent  liini  from 
paying  his  compliments  to  me  in  person,  although  it  would 
be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  him,  to  walk  liom 
tlie  shore  over  tlic  wooden  bridge  to  my  yacht,  tlie  descent 
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from  the  bank  being  very  steep,  and  not  quite  safe  for  a 
lecble  old  inan  :  T  iinrnediatclv  saw  what  he  was  driving  at, 
atid  therefore  told  liini  that  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  be  the 
occasion  of  tiie  viceroy's  risking  either  his  jxison  or  his 
bcallh  for  the  sake  of  a  visit  of  ceremony  ;  us  for  other 
{joints  of  cnvmony,  1  was  unacquainted  with  the  Chinese 
custoins  myself,  but  as  the  vitiiuy  knew  thera  perfectly, 
I  was  sure  he  would  do,  in  regard  to  tliem,  whatever  was 
right,  and  wiiich  the  emperor  would  most  appnnc  of  doing. 
Upon  this  Van-ta-gin  said,  tliat  the  Viceroy  would  come  in 
his  palanquin  to  the  end  of  the  bridge,  and  send  in  Ins 
visiting  ticket  to  me,  and  hoped  I  \u>iiUl  consider  it  the 
same  as  if  he  had  come  across  the  bridge  in  j)erson  into  my 
yacht.   I  repeated,  what  I  liad  said  before,  and  told  him  I 
left  all  the  matter  entirely  to  the  viceroy  himself.    He  seemed 
to  go  away  very  well  pleased,  and  at  ten  o'clock  the  vice- 
roy, came  in  great  state  with  ilie  parade  of  guards,  and  a 
very  nimierous  attendance  of  Mandarines  and  officers,  who, 
as  soon  as  his  palanquin  was  set  down,  all  dismounted  from 
their  horses,  and  kneeled  down  to  pay  him  their  obeisance. 
He  scbt  an  officer  with  his  visiting  paper,  which  is  a  ktige 
sheet  several  times  doubled,  painted  red,  and  inscribed 
with  the  ownci's  titles  in  large  characters,  and  which  my 
interpreter  received  from  him.  This  business  being  pcN 
formed,  the  viceroy  returned  to  his  quarters  in  the  same 
form,  ceremony,  and  order  with  which  he  came.  The  next 
day  wns  chiefly  employed  in  preparing  for  our  departnrev 
and  arranging  the  order  of  ©ur  progress.   In  this  we  weie 
assisted  by  the  <Hfferent  Mandarines  appointed  to  attend  us, 
with  a  regularity,  alertness,  and  dispatch  that  appeared 
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perfectly  wonderful.  Indeed  the  machinery  and  authority 
of  the  Chinese  government  are  so  oi^nized,  and  so  power- 
ful, as  ahnost  Immediately  to  surmount  every  difficulty, 
and  to  produce  every  effect  that  human  strength  can  ac- 
complish.  The  g^ttemen  of  the  embassy,  the  servants, 
•  artists,  musicians,  and  guards,  together  with  the  presents 
and  baggage,  ^vere  embarked  on  thirty-seven  yachts,  or 
junks,  each  yacht  having  a  flag  flying  at  her  mast-head  to 
distinguisli  her  rank,  and  ascertain  her  station  in  the  pro- 
cession.   There  was  besides  a  great  number  of  other  boats 
and  vessels  of  various  sorts  for  the  Mandarines  and  officers 
who  were  allottcti  to  our  service,  and  who  amounted  to  near 
one  hundred,  of  dilferent  degrees,  wearing  the  red,  blue,. 
'White,  and  yellow  buttons  by  which  their  respective  qualities 
are  denoted. 

fridav,  August  9th.    This  monoing  I  dispatched  ^fr. 
I^roctor  in  the  Endeavor  troni  the  river.    He  was  obhged  to 
back  with  him  the  Uvo  Macao  missionaries,  Hanna 
Lamiet,  without  tlieii  having  ever  come  ashore.  We 
found  indeed  that  if  tiicy  accompanied  us  to  Pekin,  they 
^voujd  be    considered    as  belonging  to  the  cmbas'^v,  ^^<^ 
obljged  to  depart  w  ith  it,  whereas  their  intention  is  to  cntcr 
tJie  emperor's  serviee,  and  to  remain  tht  rest  of  their  lives  in. 
China,  jij^e  the  other  missionaries.    At  noon  the  gongs  or 
coppcr  drums  began  to  bedt  with  a  most  deafening  noise,  and 
K^^e  the  signal  for  all  being  ready  for  departure.    In  less 
than  an  bonr  oe.r  wliole  fleet  was  under  sail,  and  wc  pi'fJ- 
ceoded  uj)  the  river  wuli  a  ^oo(l  breeze,  and  flowing  tide,  at 
the  rate  of  about  lour  miles  per  hour. 
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Sunday,  August  Uth.  This  morning  we  arrived  at  the  city 
of  Tien-sing.  It  is  about  eiglity  miles  distant  by  water  from 
die  mouth  of  the  river,  but  only  forty-five  by  land.  Here 
the  viceroy  had  arrived  the  night  before,  in  order  to  receive 
US,  and  here  \vc  were  met  by  Chiu'ta^gitit  a  Tartar  Mandarine 
in  high  office  at  this  place,  who  was  stiled  the  emperor^s  le- 
gate, having  been  deputed  together  with  Van-ia-gin  and 
Chott-4a''gin  to  accompany  us  from  hence  to  Gehol,  the  vice- 
roys ifge  and  infinnities  disabling  him  from  any  fatiguing 
service.  Our  yachts  stopped  almost  in  the  middle  of  the 
town,  before  the  viceroy's  pa\  ihoii.  On  the  opposite  quay 
close  to  the  water  was  erected  for  this  occasion  a  wry  spa> 
cious  and  magnificent  tlu*ntre  adorned  and  embellished  witlr 
the  usual  brilliancy  of  Chinese  decorations  and  scenery,  where 
a  company  of  actors  exhibited  a  variety  of  dramas  and  pan- 
tomines  dnring  several  hours,  ahnost  without  intermission. 
}ioth  sides  of  tile  river  wem  lined  for  near  a  mile  in  length 
•with  the  troops  of  the  «Ttirrison,  all  in  nniform,  accompanied 
by  innnmerable  flags,  standards  and  pendants,  by  the  elan- 
;^()r  of  various  instruments  of  warlike  music.  At  noon  I  dh- 
cniliarkrd  ^vith  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  embassy,  and  my 
whole  train  of  scrx  ant'^,  mitsieians,  nnil  <;uar(ls.  I  was  re- 
ceived at  my  landing  by  the  viceroy  an('  the  Kgote,  and 
conducted  to  till  ir  pavilion,  where  as  soon  as  wt-  w{  re  seated, 
the  conversation  began,  and  continued  tor  sr.mc  time  if)  the 
same  general  strain  of  mu turd  complinuuils  and  professions, 
as  our  fornier  one  at  iiif~d,in-mnio.  A\  e  then  descended  to 
particulars,  and  after  a  very  long  discussion,  during  which  1 
easily  discovered  a  perverse  and  unfriendly  disposition  in  tlie 
legate  towards  all  our  concerns,  and  which  struck  rae  the  more 
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forcibly,  when  contrasted  with  the  urbanity  and  graciousness 
of  his  superior  the  viceroy.  Tt  ;it  last  was  settled  that  we 
should  proceed  upon  the  river  uj)  to  Toiig-xioUy  a  city  within 
twelve  uiiJcs  of  X^ekiu»  wiiich  would  take  us  up  seven  days, 
and  consequently  carry  us  to  the  eighteenth  of  August.  From 
Tong-sion  we  were  to  travel  the  rest  of  our  journey  by  land, 
but  we  should  probably  be  detained  at  that  place  for  several 
days,  on  account  of  the  trouble  of  removing  the  presents  and 
baggage  out  of  the  boats,  of  procuring  porters  and  carriages  for 
their  conveyance,  and  a  variety  of  other  arrangements  neces- 
sary to  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of  tiie  embassy  pre- 
vious to  our  settlement  in  the  capital.  I  calculated  that  thus 
ire  should  scarcely  be  able  to  reach  Pekin  sooner  than  the  20th, 
and  that  we  should  then  require  at  least  ten  days  to  repose 
ourselves,  to  settle  my  family,  to  separate  the  presents,  and 
prepare  ibr  our  further  journey  into  Tartary,  which  I  sup- 
posed we  might  be  able  to  begin  about  the  5th  September. 
The  planetarium,  the  globes,  the  great  lens,  the  lustres,  the 
clocks  and  some  otlter  articles,  I  declared  my  intention  of 
leaving  behind  at  Pekin,  and  expressed  my  wishes  of  taking 
with  me  such  of  the  other  presents  only  as  were  not  likely  to 
sufier  by  a  long  land  carriage.  The  journey  ftom  Pekin  to 
Gehol  would  not  exceed  seven  or  eight  days  at  most,  so  that  we 
might  expect  to  reach  the  emperor's  court  some  time  before 
his  birth-day,  which  we  understood  was  to  fall  on  the  17tb 
of  September. 

According  to  these  ideas,  which  seemed  to  be  approved  of, 
I  took  my  measures,  but  to  my  great  surprise,  soon  alter 
the  legate,  who  now  began  to  come  forward  with  an  air  of 
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greater  importance,  took  up  the  subject  of  our  conversation 
anew,  started  objections  to  some  parts  of  the  arrangements* 
and  pressed  me  very  urgently  to  let  ali  the  presents  go  to 
Gehol  at  once.  I  told  him  that  nothing  could  be  more  agree- 
able to  me  than  to  accommodate  myself  to  his  ideas,  but  that 
from  the  nature  and  mechanism  of  several  of  the  presents 
(whic)i  T  explained  to  him)  it  would  be  impossible  to  transport 
them  in  the  nmnner  he  wished  without  irreparable  damage. 
Of  my  reasons  he  seemed  to  have  no  comprehension,  but 
adhered  to  Iiis  own  opinion,  and  added,  that  he  believed  the 
einprrnr  would  insist  on  having  all  the  presents  carried  to 
Gehol  and  delivered  at  the  same  time.  T  answered  him,  that 
the  emperor  Vf&i  certainly  omnipotent  in  China,  and  might 
dispose  of  every  thin?^  in  it  as  he  pleased,  but  that  :is  tin- 
articles  wliu  h  I  meaut  to  leave  at  Pekin  would  certainly  be 
totally  spoiled,  if  managed  according  to  his  notions,  I  re- 
quested he  would  take  them  entirely  into  liis  own  hands,  for 
that  1  mu'^t  be  excused  from  prescntino;  ;iiiy  ihing  in  an  im- 
perfect or  damaged  state,  as  bcmg  unworthy  of  his  liritiin- 
nick  Majesty  to  give  uud  of  his  Ctiiuese  Majesty  to  receive. 

Tliis  consideration  startled  him  and,  together  with  the 
viceroy's  opinion,  who  p(  i  li  ( tly  comprehended  and  ielt  my 
rca^sonin;?,  induced  him  to  recede,  and  to  act|uicsrc  in  the 
first  arrannremcnt ;  but  I  could  not  avoid  feelino;  great  dis- 
qnict  and  apprehension  from  this  untoward  disposition,  so 
early  manifested  by  the  legate. 

Having  now  adjusted  this  matter,  we  took  our  leave  and 
returned  to  our  yadita,  where  a  magnificent  dinner  was  sent 
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to  lis  by  the  vicerojr«  with  wine,  fruits,  sweetmeats,  &c.  to- 
g<!ther  with  preseuts  of  tea,  silk,  and  muslins,  not  only  for 
myself  and  g^tlemen  of  my  train,  but  even  ibr  all  the 
servants,  mechanics,  musicians,  and  soldiers.  Although  of 
no  great  value,  they  were  accompanied  with  so  many  oblig- 
ing expressions  and  compliments,  that  we  recdved  them  in 
the  manner  whidi  we  thought  most  likely  to  please  the 
person  who  made  them,  especially  as  his  whole  deportment 
to  us  had  been  so  haudsmne  and  satis&ctory ;  and  as  lie  was 
to  proceed  directly  to  Gehol,  wh^re,  no  doubt,  he  woiild 
Immediately  give  au  account  of  us  to  the  emperor,  an^  we 
flattered  onrselves,  from  our  conduct,  that  it  would  not  be  to 
our  disadTantage. 

During  tlie  evening  we  received  many  visits  fioiii  the 
principal  IMandarinps  of  Tien-singy  and  the  neighbourhood. 
Thev  seemed  to  exaniinr  rvevv  thini;  bcU^iifniiii  to  us,  our 
ihv<'^.  our  books,  our  llirnmire,  witli  great  curiosity  and 
attention ;  were  xcry  inquisitive,  lively,  and  tnlkative,  and 
totally  void  of  tiiat  composure,  gravity,  and  seriousness, 
wliich  we  had  been  taught  to  believe  constituted  a  part  of 
llie  Chinese  character. 

This  evening  1  received  two  letters  from  Mr.  G  lamn^O'*** 
a  missionary  at  Pekin,  oftering  me  his  services,  and  caution- 
ing me  against  a  Portuguese  missionary  who,  he  say^* 
been  appointed  interpreter  to  the  embassy.  We  received 
no  information  of  this  kind  from  the  viceroy,  the  icg«tc»  or 
Van-ta-gin,  or  Clum-ta-gm;  however,  without  talking  no* 
tioe  of  it«  or  shewing  that  I  knew  it,  I  seised  the  ^T»t  occ»> 
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sion  (o  request  tliat  we  might  be  allowed,  when  we  ariived  at 
Fekin,  to  select  one  of  the  European  missionaries,  in  the 
emperor^s  service,  to  attend  us,  and  assist  us  in  our  affairs, 
wliose  language  wc  are  acquainted  with.  They  promised  to 
write  to  court  on  the  subject,  and  said  they  bad  no  doubt  of 
success. 

The  city  of  Tien-sing  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  empire ; 
1  think  its  cxteiit  along  the  river  cannot  be  less  than  from 
Milbank  to  l.iincliouse ;  along  the  quays  on  each  side  arc 
many  conspicuous  buildings,  chiefly  temples,  wareliouscs, 
magazines,  and  public  edifices.    The  private  houses  make 
no  great  figure,  aiul  j)resent  only  a  ilead  wall  to  the  street, 
for  all  the  wiii.'uus  look  into  the  courts  \vithin.    The  popula- 
tion IS  said  to  exceed  seven  luuulrcd  thousand  souls.  The 
crowds  of  people  (males  only)  whom  we  observed,  both  on 
shore  and  in  the  boats  on  the  river,  were  quite  astonisliing. 
The  numbers  of  vrssels  of  ditl'ercat  kinds  were  no  less  so; 
they  certainly  must  amount  to  many  thousands.    .Several  of 
them  are  of  great  size,  fVom  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
.sixty  feet  long,  though  seldom  more  than  twenty-five  feet 
broad.  They  are  built  voy  sbong,  of  tbe  shape  of  a  long 
fiat'bottomed  trough,  curved  upwards  at  each  end,  but  the 
poop  considerably  higher  than  the  prow,  and  projecting  a  vast 
way  behind  the  sternpost,  which  thus  appears  almost  in  the 
middle  of  tbe  vessel.  The  sails  are  of  mats  or  of  cotton, 
made  like  a  fan  to  fold  up  witli  bamboo  sticks  and,  when 
required  to  be  set,  are  drawn  up  from  the  deck  with  groat 
labor  (for  they  are  ignorant  of  the  use  of  the  double  pulley) 
by  rin^  or  hoops  of  rattan  round  the  mast,  which  is  of  one 
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bUck,  and  of  enormous  tlnckncss,  and  which,  having  no 
shi'ond;;,  is  supfwrted  by  a  stout  step  in  the  kelsuii  below, 
tmd  by  strong  wedgfs  driven  in  at  the  partners  above.  The 
depth  of  the  hold  from  the  deck  is  only  eleven  feet,  and  the 
draft  of  water  about  live  or  six  feet,  These  vessels  frequently 
make  considerable  voyages  alono;  shore,  trading  to  Lk-chou- 
foUt  Ten-chou-fou^  Limpo^  Emoif,  and  even  to  Canton;  but 
are  frequently  wrecked  and  lost  upon  the  coasts,  from  the 
extraordinary  ignorance  of  the  Chinese  in  the  art  of  naviga- 
tion; for  altbough  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  are 
elapsed  since  they  have  been  acquainted  with  Europeans^ 
and  though  they  see  and  admire  our  shi))s,  and  our  seaman- 
ship, yet  have  they  never,  in  the  slightest  point,  imitated  our 
mode  of  buiidiug,  or  iDanoeuvres*  bat  obstinateJy  and  invari- 
ably adhere  to  the  antient  customs  and  clumsy  practice  of 
their  ignorant  ancestors ;  and  this  negligence  is  the  more  ex- 
traordinary, as  there  is  no  country  where  navai  skill  is  more 
requisite ;  for  the  interior  provinces  are  all  connected  by  in* 
numerable  canals,  rivers,  and  lakes,  and  the  maritime  ones 
are  chieily  subsisted  by  the  fisliery.  They  have  no  forestaff, 
sextant,  octant,  or  quadrant,  or  other  instrument  for  taking 
the  latitude ;  neither  do  they  make  use  of  any  logline  to 
ascertain  their  run ;  the  only  directions  they  have  are  their 
soundings  and  compass,  and  tlieir  guess  of  the  distance  from 
headland  to  headland. 

About  the  middle  of  the  town  the  riv^er  divides ;  the  branch, 
which  we  have  ascended,  flows  almost  due  east,  tlic  otlier 
takes  a  southern  direction.  Our  course  is  on  the  main  stream 
N.W,  which  wc  are  to  pursue  without -stopping,  execpt  for 
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tk  ihott  time  to  make  visits,  and  to  receive  llie  provisions  of 
our  tables,  which  are  regalarlj  distributed  every  day  early  in 
the  momii^. 

Monday,  August  ISth.  This  morning  we  arrived  at  Vong- 
Swin.  The  tide  comes  no  higher  up  than  to  this  place, 
which  is  thirty-three  miles  from  TiejhSing,  and  from  hence 
our  yachts  are  drawn  \\p  against  the  stream  by  trackers  on 
shore.  There  are  usually  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  to  each 
yacht,  so  that  the  number  now  employed  by  ns  amounts  to 
upwards  of  fi\  c  hundred.  The  people  engaged  in  this  ser- 
vice are  comely  and  strong  made,  but  j-eniarkably  round- 
shouldered,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  their  mode  of  In  f  or. 
Tliey  appear  to  be  copper-colored  ironi  their  constant  ex- 
posure to  the  sun ;  but  they  are  naturally  fair,  as  we  ob- 
served, when  they  stripped  to  j)lungc  into  tlie  water.  As 
in  summer  they  go  naked  from  the  waist  upwards,  their 
complexion  is  of  course  vcrv  lUuk,  but  in  the  parts  below, 
where  they  are  usually  clothed,  it  is  not  so.  We  arc  aiucU 
troubled  with  musquitos  or  gnat5,  and  other  insects,  among 
which  is  a  pbalaena  or  moth  of  a  most  gigantic  siae,  not  less 
than  a  humming  bird,  and  we  are  stunned  day  and  night  by 
the  noise  of  a  sort  of  Cicada  which  lodges  in  the  sedgy  banks, 
and  is  very  obstreperous.  Its  music  is  not  of  the  vocal 
kind,  4tt  I  at  first  imagined,  but  seems  to  be  occasioned  by 
-a  strong  oscillation  of  the  wings,  where  they  articulate  with 
the  dorsal  vertebra*.  'The  country  on  each  side  of  the 

•  ITpon  fiirth<"r  enquiry  I  find  myself  mistnlcn,  and  that  this  chirping  is  pro- 
duced by  the  .-notion  ot  two  flaps,  or  lamelUt  >vhich  cover  the  abdomen.  It  it  the 
■%m1  «r  invitnipa  <b£  die  mte  tmect  to  •ttine  the  fcmfe,  wliich  hutr  w  ^lutt 
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Fay^io  is  cjuite  flat  and  subject  to  inundations*  the  incon- 
veniencies  of  which  are  guarded  against  by  different  precau- 
tions. In  some  places  great  bastions  of  cut  stone  (i;ranitc) 
are  built  at  particular  reaches  of  tlie  river  to  resist  tlie  floods ; 
at  others,  the  banks  are  bordered  by  causeways  of  the  same 
Diatertal  for  a  considerable  length*  \?ith  sluices  at  proper 
distances  to  let  off  the  water,  winch  is  then  distributed  with 
great  care  and  impartiality  for  the  improves  cnt  of  the 
neighbouring  grounds.  What  we  priiu-i pally  observed 
growing  here  were,  Indian  corn ;  the  Holcus  sorguni,  or 
Barbados  millet;  the  panicum  Italicum,  or  small  yeUovr  mil- 
let; the  panicum  milliaceum,  another  sort  of  millet;  anew 
kind  of  phaseolus,  or  kidney  bean ;  several  varieties  of  rice, 
Cttcumbersy  water  melons,  apples,  pears,  plums,  and 
peaches,  but  very  few  timber-trees,  and  those  only  willowst 
but  of  a  very  iaige  size.  Famines  often  happen  in  this  part 
of  the  province,  arising  sometimes  from  want  of  rain;  and 
sometimes  irom  the  depredations  of  Jocusts.  On  these 
occasions  robberies  are  frequent,  and  not  to  be  repressed  by 
all  the  power  of  gpvemment ;  but  as  they  are  only  com* 
mitted  through  absolute  hunger  and  necessity,  so  they 
usually  cease  at  the  return  of  plenty. 

Tuesday,  August  Idth.  Some  of  the  provisions  which  were 
brought  for  us  this  morning  being  found  tainted  (which  was 


mute  and  unprovided  with  tliow  organt  of  courtship.  These  insects  nestle  in  the 
long  fedge,  and  often  ?it  upon  trees.  It  would  seem  that  in  this  country  every 
thing  that  has  life  is  multiplied  to  the  highest  degree,  for  so  numerous  is  this  noisf 
face,  iliic  we  weiealiaoitdeiftMdl»f  dwtriacenaiit  thOMmm* 
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not  to  be  wondered  at»  considering  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
weather,  Farenheifs  thermometer  being  at  88*)  the  su- 
perintending Mandarines  were  instanti/  deprived  of  their 
buttons*  and  all  their  servants  bambooed,  before  we  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  So  sudden  and  suQimarj  is  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  here.  As  soon  as  we  saw  Van-^a-gm 
and  Chou-ta-ghit  we  interceded  in  favor  of  ttie  degraded  delin- 
quents ;  but  though  we  were  heard  with  great  attention,  and 
received  very  flattering  answers,  we  easily  perceived  that  no 
indulgence  or  relaxation  of  discipline  was  to  be  expected  00 
sudi  occasions. 

Wednesday,  August  14tli.  'i'bis  morning  we  passed  by  a 
very  beautiful  building  on  the  nortli  bank  of  the  river.  It 
is  a  pleasure  house  rret  trd  for  the  tMiipcror's  accoraniodation 
in  his  procuresses  through  this  country. — 'I'he  roof  is  covered 
with  II  sort  of  yellow  tilt\s  which,  wbeu  the  sun  plays  upon  ' 
tbem,  shine  like  burnished  gold. 

To  day  we  had  pUasant  cool  weather,  trying  clouds  frc* 
quently  obscuiinii;  the  sky,  but  never  tiescending  in  rain; 
travelling  here  would  be  agreeable  enojigh,  were  it  not  for 
the  confounded  noise  of  the  eopj)er  druins,  which  the  |ieople 
on  the  forecastle  are  perpetually  ruuiiug  upon.  This  we  are 
told  is  meant  as  a  compliment,  and  to  do  us  honor,  but  I 
observe  lliat  it  serves  also  as  a  signal  nf  direction  to  regulate 
the  motions  of  the  accompanying  yadits. 

mrsday,  August  I5th.  We  now  obsened  with  great 
pleasure  some  picturesque  blue  mountains  at  thirty  or  forty 
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fniles  distance.  They  contribute  a  good  deal  to  euliveo  our 
prospects,  which  have  hitherto  been  confined  to  the  level 
uniformity  of  the  circumjacent  country. 

We  found  the  river  here  considerably  swelled  by  the  late 
rains  inTartary»  where  Jt  takes  its  rise,  and  the  floods  ex- 
tended so  far  over  the  banks,  that  the  trackers  of  our  yachts 
were  usually  up  to. their  middle  in  the  water.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  passage  our  conductors  Chm'ta-gm  the 
legate,  togpther  with  Van-^O'gin  and  Chou'ta-gin,  visited  me 
almost  every  day ;  but  this  moniing  they  came  with  an  ap^ 
pearance  of  more  formality  than  usual.  Tlieir  business  was 
to  acquaint  me,  that  the  emperor  was  mucli  pleased  with  tlie 
accounts  which  he  heard  of  us,  and  that  he  was  disposed  to 
let  all  our  arrangements  take  place,  as  we  had  proposed: 
Hiat  he  had  ordered  two  hoines  to  be  prepared  for  us,  one* 
in  the  city  of  Pekin,  and  the  other  in  tlic  country  about  six 
miles  from  it,  near  the  emperor's  palace  at  Yuen-min-jjuen  : 
Tiiat  we  might  chuse  which  we  liked  best,  but  that  they 
believed  we  should  prefer  the  oue  in  the  -country,  because  of 
its  gardens  and  its  neiglibourhood  to  Yuen-min-xfuen  :  Tliat 
after  we  had  been  presented,  and  had  assisted  at  the  cere- 
mony of  the  emperor's  birth-day  at  Gehol,  it  was  intended 
we  should  immediately  return  to  the  capital,  and  that  the 
emperor  himself  would  soon  follow  us.  They  acklcd  that  as 
ouv  stay  in  Tartary  would  be  very  short,  they  wishctl  us  not 
to  carry  the  held  pieces  and  howitzers  witli  us,  wiiich,  we  had 
told  them,  nnidc  a  [lart  of  our  prcseaLs,  as  there  wouUl  not 
be  time  or  opportunity  there  to  exercise  or  exhibit  thcni. 
They  then  introduced  the  subject  of  the  court  cereiuouies,  with 
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II  de^e  of  art,  address  and  iosinuatioa  that  I  could  not  avoid 
admiring.    They  began  by  tumtog  the  conrenation  upon 
the  different  modes  of  dress  Hhat  prevailed  among  diSerent 
nations  and»  after  pretending  to  examine  oui^s  particularly, 
seemed  to  prefer  their  own  on  account  of  its  being  Ioobo  and 
free  from  ligatures,  and  of  its  not  impeding  or  obstructing  the 
l^nuflexions  and  prostrations  which  were  (they  said)  cus> 
tomary  to  be  made  by  all  persons,  whenever  the  emperor 
appeared  in  public.  They  therefore  apprehended  much  in* 
convenience  to  os  from  our  knee^buckles  and  garters,  and 
hinted  to  us  tliat  it  would  be  better  to  disencumber  ourselves 
of  them,  before  we  should  go  to  court.  I  told  them  that 
they  need  not  be  uneasy  about  that  circumstance,  as 
I  supposed  whatever  ceremonies  were  usual  for  the  Chinese 
to  perform,  the  emperor  would  prefer  my  paying  him  the 
same  obdsance  whidi  I  did  to  my  own  sovereign.  They 
said  they  supposed  the  ceremonies  in  both  countries  must  be 
nearly  alike,  that  in  China  the  ibrm  was  to  kneel  down  upon 
both  knees  and  make  nine  prostrations  or  inclinations  of  the 
head  to  the  ground,  and  that  it  never  liad  been  and  never 
could  be  dispensed  with.    I  told  them  that  our's  was  some- 
what different,  and  that  though  I  had  the  most  earnest  de- 
sire to  do  every  thing  that  might  be  agreeable  to  the  em- 
peror, my  first  duty  must  be  to  do  what  might  bo  agreeable 
to  my  own  king;  but  that  if  they  were  really  in  earnest  in 
objecting  to  my  following  the  etiquette  of  the  English  court, 
I  should  deliver  to  them  my  reply  in  writing,  as  soon  as  I 
arrived  at  Pekin.  They  then  talked  of  the  length  and  dangers 
of  our  voyage,  and  said  that  as  we  had  come  to  such  a  dis- 
tance from  home,  our  king  woidd  naturally  be  an^ous  ibr 
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our  rettini,  and  that  the  emperor  did  not  mean  to'hunt  tfai» 
autumn  as  vsnal*  but  to  renunre  -with  Irii  conrt  very  tuAf  to 
Pekin  on  purpose  that  we  might  not  be  delayed.  I  told 
tliem  that  bis  Imperial  Majesty  would  judge  from  the  King^s 
letter,  and  from  my  representations,*  what  was  expected 
from  me  at  my  return  to  £ngland,  and  what  time  would  be 
sufficient  to  enable  me  to  transact  the  business  I  was  chaiged 
with»  and  to  describe  to  my  sovereign  the  g^ory  and  virtues 
of  the  emperor,  the  power  and  splendor  of  his  empire,  the 
wisdom  of  his  laws  and  moral  institutes,  the  fame  of  all 
which  had  already  reached  to  the  most  distant  Regions. 

I  was  then  asked  whether  I  had  brou^t  any  presents  to  the 
emperor  from  myself,  besides  those  from  the  kln^.  Hiis 
question  disoekicerted  me  not  a  little:  however  I  xeplied, 
without  hesitation,  that  I  had  brought  a  chariot,  which  was 
indeed  (as  it  ought  to  be)  much  inferior  in  value  to  those  sent 
by  the  king,  yet  being  of  a  different  form,  and  remarkably 
elegant  of  its  kind,  I  hoped  the  emperor  would  condcaceod 
to  accept  it  from  me.  I  added,  that  I  flattered  myself  I 
should  have  some  other  present  to  ofier  him  at  New  Yeai^i 
Day,  meaning  to  impress  them  with  an  idea  that  I  expected 
to  be  allowed  to  stay  beyond  that  pieriod ;  for  all  along,  evef 
since  our  departure  from  l^efMuigf  I  have  entertained  a 
suspicion,  from  a  variety  of  hints  and  circunntances,  that 
the  customs  and  policy  of  the  Chinese  would  not  allow  us  a 
very  long  residence  among  them.  In  all  the  different  visits 
and  conferences  that  have  jiassed  between  us  and  our  con- 
ductors, I  observe,  with  great  concern,  a  settled  prejudice 
against  the  embassy  in  Chin-ta-ginj  tlie  legate,  though  oftea 
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attampted  to  be  couoealed  by  him  under  extrava^nt  com- 
pliments and  professions.  I  have  taken  great  pains  to  con« 
ciliate  him ;  but  I  suspect  he  is  not  of  a  conciliable  nature. 
With  regard  to  Van-ta-gin  and  Chou-ta-gin^  I  think  we  have 
interested  them  much  in  our  favor ;  when  we  have  had  uppor- 
tunities  of  conversing  with  them  in  the  absence  of  tlie  legate, 
they  have  scarcely  disguised  their  sense  of  the  emperor's 
partiality  to  .the  Tartars  in  preference  to  his  Chinese  subjects* 
nor  do  they  seem  much  to  hke  their  coUeague  the  legate, 
who  is  a  Tartar,  and  whom  tliey  consider  as  a  sort  of  crazy, 
morose  man ;  but  who,  being  the  first  in  the  commission, 
has  the  exclusive  privilege  of  corresponding  irith  the  court 
upon  our  afiairs.  They  said  that  we  seemed  Very  early  to  have 
discovered  his  character,  and  that  they  admired  us  much 
&x  the  complaisance  and  patient  attention  of  our  deport- 
ment towards  him. 

Tnesday,  August  l6tb.  This  day  at  half  after  six,  P.  M. 
we  asrived  at  the  suburix  of  ToHg-mu^  where  (our  naviga- 
tion being  now  ended)  we  quitted  our  yachts,  and  went  on 
shore ;  but  before  I  proceed  farther,  I  roust  set  down  a  few 
particulais  which  have  struck  me,  lest,  in  the  multiplicity  of 
•thiq^  before  me,  they  should  slip  from  my  memory ;  indeed, 
<d36ervations  ought  always  to  be  written  upon  the  spot;  if 
made  afterwards  upon  the  ground  of  recollection  they  are 
apt  to  vary  their  hue  considerably. 

In  the  whole  course  of  Uie  river  from  Tong'tiott  to  the  sea, 
thieie  is  not,  at  present,  a  single  permanent  bridge^  nor  is 
thipre  a  bridge  of  any  other  kind  wliatsoever,  except  one  of 
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boats  at  Tien-sing^  which  is  occasiuaally  opened  or  removed 
for  the  passage  of  vessels,  i  observed,  liovrever,  this  morn- 
ing, aljout  a  dozen  miles  bcturc  wc  anived  here,  the  remains 
of  a  noble  arch  of  soUd  masonry,  and  near  it  were  several 
ruins  of  walls  and  buildings,  as  if  some  considerable  city  had 
formerly  stood  there,  Tiie  whole  country,  wliich  we  pastsed 
through,  was,  as  far  as  yvc  could  see,  cultivated  with  uncom- 
n)on  neatness  and  industry.  We  are  told,  however,  that  the 
agriculture  here  is  very  inferior  to  what  is  practised  in  many 
other  provinces. 

The  number  of  ;'illagcs  is  A\*onderful,  and  the  population 
aiuiobt  ineredible.    Not  a  day  passed  that  we  did  not  meet 
or  overtake  many  hundreds  ol  \  esscls,  latlcn  with  merchandize, 
and  the  produce  of  the  neighbourliood,  and  crouded  with 
SIR  li  multitudes  of  owners  and  passengers,  as  left  it  almost 
(loiibiful,  whether  tlie  iniiabituuts  on  the  water  did  not  equal 
those  upon  the  land.    During  one  of  Uie  visits  that  parsed 
between  us  and  our  coiKluctors,  they  turned  the  discourse 
upon  our  dominions  ni  Bengal,  and  affirmed  that  some 
English  troops  from  thence  ha<l  lately  given  assist^mce  to  the 
insurgents  in  Thibet.    I  was  very  much  startled  with  this 
iciilhi;ence,  but  instantly  told  them,  that  the  tiling  was 
impossible,  and  that  I  could  take  upon  me  to  conti  adict  it 
in  the  niost  decisive  manner.    It  came  out,  on  iuithcf  con- 
veisitUon,  tinit  the  cinpcror'^s  troops  had  met  with  a  check 
on  the  western  borders,  Avhich  was  so  unexpected,  tliat  they 
could  ncrount  for  it  no  otherwise  than  by  supposing  their 
cji^iuues  t^  be  supported  or  assisted  ^yXuropeaiU|»  and  they 
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pretended  that  several  persons  with  hots  had  been  parlicti- 
iariy  remarked  in  one  <tf  the  engagements — hope  that  by 
the  manner  in  wliich  I  treated  this  iatelligenoe,  any  ill  iru- 
presiioii  which  such  a  report  might  occasion  to  our  prejudice 
will  have  been  done  away.  Perhaps  it  was  merely  a  i^nt 
or  artifice  to  s\fi  me,  and  try  to  discover  our  force,  <Hr  our 
vicinity  to  their  fioatieTs;  and  I  am  the  more  disposed  to 
-Uiink  so,  because  a  day  or  two  after,  on  resuming  the  sub> 
ject,  they  asked  me  whetlier  the  English  at  Bengal  would 
assist  the  Emperor  against  the  rebels  in  those  parts.  As  I  had 
told  them  before,  that  one  of  Uie  reasons  w  hy  the  story  eould 
not  be  true  was  the  distance  of  our  possessions  from  the 
scene  of  action,  their  (juestion  seemed  calculated  to  catch 
me :  for  if,  from  eagerness  or  complaisance,  I  had  an- 
swered m  the  affirmative,  they  would  have  concluded  against 
my  sincerity,  because  if  our  troops  could  come  thither  to  the 
assistance  of  the  emperor  s  troops,  they  could  equally  have 
come  to  the  assistance  of  the  enemies. 

Our  yachts  have  been  all  along  the  passage  most  plenti- 
fhlly  supplied  with  provisions,  China  wine,  fruits,  and  vege- 
tables of  various  kinds,  and  served  with  great  sedulity  and 
attention.  At  all  the  military  stations  we  passetl  (which  were 
▼cry  numerous)  the  soldiers  were  turned  out  with  their  colors 
gnd  music,  and  if  it  happened  in  the  nlgh^  with  the  additioa 
«f  Olurainatkuis.  and  imroiks.  Whatever  Kttle  articles  we 
seemed  t^-want  we  were  hnmediately  supplied  with,  and  na 
cntrbatieB  conM  prevail  for  onr  berog  allowed  to  purchase 
ihgUL.  -Tlf&'ittwt  refined  politeness  and  sly  good  jbteeding 
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appeared  in  the  bcliavioiir  of  all  those  Mandarines  wilh 
whom  -we  liad  any  connection  ;  hut  although  we  found  an 
immediate   acquiescence   in  words,    \vith  every  thing  we 
seemed   to  propose,  yet,   in  fact,  some  ingenious  pretence 
or  plausible  objection  wa:*  usually  invented  to  disappoint  us. 
Thus  Avhen  mc  desired  to  iiuike  little  excursions  irom  our 
boats  into  the  town-;,  or  into  the  country,  to  visit  any  object 
that  struck  us  as  we  went  along,  our  wishes  were  seldom 
gratified  ;  the  refusal  or  evasion  was  however  attended  with 
so  nmeh  profebsion,  artifice,  and  comphment,  that  we  grevir 
M>on  reconciled  and  even  amused  with  it.    AVe  have  indeed 
been  very  narrowly  watched,  and  all  our  customs,  habits, 
and  procccdin!^,  even  of  the  most  tri\iHl  nature,  observed' 
with  an  intiiii^iuveness  and  jealousy  wliieh  surpassed  aD  lllftt 
we  had  read  of  in  the  history  of  China ;  but  we  endeavoured 
always  to  put  the  best  face  upon  every  thing,  and  to  pre^ 
serve  a  perfect  serenity  of  countenance  upon  all  occasiona. 
1  therefore  shut  my  eyes  upon  tlie  flags  of  our  yachts,  on 
which  were  inscribed,  **  The  English  ambassador  hwging 
tribute  io^  the  emperor  of  Chma,"  and  have  made  no  com- 
plaint of  it,  leserving  myself  to  notice  it  if  a  proper  oppor- 
tuQitj  ofiers. 

Satorday,  August  17th.  We  slwH  bo  obliged  to  Temaitt 
some  dayv  at  Ttatg^uoUf  la  order  to  land  the  presents  and  our 
baggage  from  the  jracht8«  and  to  put  them  in  proper  order 
^  canriage  to  rirea-«iiA-jf«tn,  whither  it  is  me^^-^^^^^ 
should  go  directly  without  stopping  at  Pekin.  From  Tmiff'- 
sm  to  Pekin,  the  distance  is  twdve  miles,,  and  Fekiix 
to  YueO'min^yutn  about  seven. 
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The  presents  and  baggage  Avere  lodged  in  two  great  pan- 
dais  built  for  the  purpose  in  the  8uburl)s  near  the  river.  Kach 
of  tbem  >vas  two  liinuireci  and  seven  feet  long,  and  thirteen 
feet  broad,  tliirteen  feet  from  the  gi'ound  to  the  rafter  or  ^^'all 
plate,  and  thirteen  feet  froin  the  ground  to  the  middle  angle 
of  the  roof.  The  materials  were  strnnj^  bamboos,  and  close 
mnttins;  im{>orvioiis  to  the  rain;  i)t't\scen  the  pandals  was 
a  passage  or  street  of  forty-two  feet  wide  :  the  whole  was 
sliut  up  with  cntes  at  rach  end,  guards  posted  theie,  and 
placards  stuck  up  forbid (lin'j-  any  person  from  approaehing 
the  place' with  fixe.  ThchC  pan<lals  v  cre  erected  in  a  very 
few  hours.  Every  thing  belonging  to  us  was  landed  from 
thirty-seven  vessels,  in  less  {him  one  day.  Such  expedition, 
strength  and  activity  for  the  removal  ol  ^  'i^^^t  a  nuuibrr 
uf  packages,  many  of  which  were  of  enormous  weight,  awk- 
\  ward  shape,  and  cumbersome  carriage,   in  a  few  hours, 

.cannot,  I  believe,  be  paralleled  or  procured  in  any  other 
country  than  China,  ^vhe^e  every  thing  is  at  the  instant  com- 
mand of  the  state,  aiul  kvlieic  the  mo^t  laborioiis  tasks 
arc  undertaken  and  executed  Avith  a  readiness  and  even  a 
cliearfulness  which  one  would  scarcely  expect  to  meet  with 
in  BO  despotic  a  government.  The  Chinese  seem  able  to 
lift  and  remove  almogt  any  weight  by  multiplying  the  power ; 
tbiis  tbey  fasten  to  the  side*  of  the  Joed  two  itrong  bamboos, 
if  two  are  not  sufficient,  they  crass  them  with  two  others,  and 
so  proceed,  quadrating  and  deciisating  the  machine,  and  ap- 
plying  more  bearen,  till  they  can  master  and  cairjr  it  with  ease. 

Our  -quarters  were  in  the  sutmrbs  of  the  cii^  at  a  Miao 
at  temfllGf  ^oais&ig  of  aevefal  courts  and  spaciotts  apart* 
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mcncs.  Here  we  were  all  very  coniinodiousJy  loilgcd  duiing 
the  time  we  stayed,  and  as  usual  supplied  abundantly  with 
whatever  we  had  occasiua  lor. 

This  Temple  or  Miao  was^  founded  bj  a  nuinificcnt  bigot 
some  centuries  nini  for  twelve  bonzes,  and  endowed  with  con- 
siderable revcmus.  The  sanctum  sanctorum  forms  but  a  small 
part  oFtlie  building,  and  is  solely  appropriated  to  the  worship 
of  the  imat^es  nf  Fo  and  his  subaltern  deities.  The  rest  is  a  kind 
of  choultry  or  caravansera,  where  travellers  of  rank  are  lodged 
in  their  journeys  through  this  place  upon  public  service.  My 
train  was  so  numerous  that  we  took  up  almost  the  whole  of 
the  Temple;  only  one  bonze  remained  in  it  to  watch  over  the 
lamps  of  the  shrine — all  the  rest  removed  tn  another  templo 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Chinese  government,  (I  speak  in  a 
general  sense  of  those  who  administer  the  government,)  though 
all  under  one  omnipotent  head,  have,  in  fact,  no  national 
established  state  religion.  They  leave  the  people  to  follow 
the  accidental  superstition  of  their  education-  and  places  of 
nativity ;  but  wiseljF  obviate  the  mischiefs  that  might  arise 
from  it,  as  mucb^as  possible,  bj  tumiDg. it  to  public  utility^ 
by  quartering  useful  subjects  upon  useless  devotees,  by  finis- 
trating  ttte  ioteDtion,  without  forbidding  the  practice,  of 
mortmain,  and  by  coavestiog..the  follies  of  the  dead  to  the 
|)enefitof  the  living.. 

Sunday,.  August  16tb.  Van^a-gin-  called  upon  me  this- 
monung  at  breakfast,  and  told  me  that  the  porten  and  wag* 
gons  would  be  all  ready  on  Tuesday,- that  our  things 'mi|^t' 
begin  moving  eaily  on  that  day,  and  be  all  carried  away  be* 
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fofiethe'fallowingni^t.  He  added*  that  we  alicnild  set  oat  oun 
Belres  en  Wednesday  monung,  pass  Uiiougfa  Pekin,  and  pro- 
ceed to  Yuen-miiryuea^  where  a  Galao  of  high  rank  was  ap* 
pointed  by  the  emperor  to  meet  us,  together  with  a  Euro- 
pean missionary.  He  could  not  iofonn  nie  of  tlie  name  or^ 
nation  of  the  missionary*  hut  I  suspect  him  to  be  Bernardo 
Almeyda,  the  Portugueie  whom  we  had  been  so  often  cau- 
tioned against 

Van-ta'gm  and  Chou-ta-gin  both  came  together  to  visit  me 
in  the  evening,  and  brought  me  the  Tartar's  excuse  for  his 
not  ac(?ompanying  thcni,  saying  that  he  was  somewhat  in- 
disposed ;  but  it  would  seem  that  his  staying  away  proceeded 
rather  from  pride  and  ill  humor,  than  from  real  illness.  I 
however  sent  a  very  civil  compliment  to  him  on  the  occasion, 
expressive  of  my  concern  at  bis  illness  and  ot  my  iatcntion 
to  visit  him  the  next  day. 

Moiid  ij,  AiKHisi  19th.    I  went  down  to  the  pandals  this 
DKn  iiitig,  where  1  met  the  Tartar  IcGjatc,  Van-ta^gin  and  Chou- 
la-giiiy  and  several  other  ISfandarines,  who  were  assembled 
there  to  give  orders  for  the  operations  of  the  next  day.  On 
this  occasion  I  proposed  to  aimise  them  w  ith  the  exercise  of 
our  small  brass  field  pieces,  which  were  now  mounted  and 
prepared  for  moving  with  the  rest  of  our  presents  and  b;ig- 
^age.    Tho\!gh  they  were  remarkably  well  cast,  and  of  a 
tnost  elegant  form,  fixed  on  light  carriages,  and  in  every  re- 
fiipect  completely  wdl  appointed  and  well  served,  and  £fed 
'£e>oim  twenty  to  thirty  times  in  a  minute,  yet  our  condncton 
pretended  to  think  lightly  of  them,  and  spoke  to  us  aa  if 
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sacb  things  were  no  norclties  in  China.  I  have  good  n^scHi, 
however,  to  suppose  tliat  there  b  nothing  like  them  in  the 
whole  empire,  and  that  these  graitlemen  are  at  bottom  not 
a  little  mortified  by  this  small  specimen  of  our  art  and 
superiority. 

On  our  return  from  the  paodals,  Van'ta-gin  and  Chmt'tO" 
gin  walked  up  with  ns  to  our  quarters,  and  told  us  tliat  the 
emperors  answer  was  come  to  our  request  of  having  a. 
European  missionary  to  attend  us,  and  tliat  we  might  chuse 
any  of  the  Europeans  in  the  emperoi^s  service  then  at  Fekin  - 
That  tlic  cnipcror  was  disposed  to  fovouc  us,  as  much  a» 
possibly  having  already  conceived  the  highest  esteem  for  ns* 
from  the  accounts  he  had  heard  of  our  app^uunce,  deport- 
ment, and  conversation  ever  since  our  arrival  in  his  domi— 
'lions.    They  then  renewed  the  subject  of  the  ceremonial^ 
relative  to  which  they  had  been  perfccUy  silent  for  several 
days;  it  seems  to  be  a  very  serious  matter  v it h  them,  aocl 
a  point  which  they  have  set  their  hearts  upon.   Tliey  pressed 
nie  most  earnestly  to  comply  with  it;  said  it  was  a  mere 
trifle,  kneeled  down  on  the  floor,  and  practised  it  of  their 
own  accord  to  shew  nic  the  maimer  of  it,  and  begged  me  to 
try  wlicthcr  I  could  not  perform  it.    On  my  declining  it, 
they  applied  to  niv  interpreter  to  do  it,  who,  thou2;h  a. 
Chinese,  said  he  could  only  act  as  I  directed  hiin :  tlioy 
seem  a  little  disappointed  in  finding  me  not  so  plj""^ 
point  as  they  wished.    As  to  themselves,  they  fl^e  wonder- 
ftilly  supple,  and  tliough  gcnrrally  considered  as  most  respocl- 
ablc  c-haractei-s,  nre  not  very  scrupnlous  in  rcffird  to  veiacity, 
suyiiii;  «"d  uusaying,  wiiliout  ht^sitation,   wiiat  seems  to 
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answer  Uic  purpnsc  of  tbc  moment  Their  ideas  of  the 

obligations  of  truth  are  certainly  very  lax;  for  whea  ire 
hinted  to  them  any  contradictions  that  occurred,  or  devia- 
tions from  tbeir  promises  in  our  affairs,  tiicy  made  very  liglit 
of  them,  and  seemed  to  tliink  them  of  trifling  consequence. 
We  entertained  them  Avith  a  concert  of  music,  which  they 
appeared  to  be  much  pleased  with ;  and  when  tliey  left  us 
jrpcatrd  the  same  flattering  expressions  and  compliments 
which  they  liad  set  out  with  in  the  beginning  of  their  visit. 
This  night  died  of  a  dysentery,  after  a  long  illness,  Henry 
Eades,  a  cunning  artist  in  brass  and  iron,  ulio,  hearing  of 
my  ijitcntion  to  take  willi  nic  to  Cliiiia  a  jierson  in  liis  branch, 
had  strongly  inir)orlunrr!  holh  me  and  Sir  Ccorsrc  Staunton 
in  Jjonfhni,  to  give  liiin  a  preference  to  other  caiulitlates. 
Finding  him  avcH  qualified,  1  consented,  and  liad  reason  Ici 
be  well  satisfied  with  him,  as  he  was  not  only  skilful  and 
ingenious,  but  a  quiet  well-behaved  man.  As  the  sea  did 
not  seem  to  agrt  c  with  him  at  the  beginning  of  our  voyage, 
T  proposed  to  him  to  return  from  Madeira;  but  be  unfor- 
tunately determined  to  persevere, 

i'lKjsday,  August  20th.  Eades  was  burled  tliis  mornin-g, 
all  the  servants,  musicians,  and  guards  attending  his  inter- 
ment ;  the  funeral  service  was  read  upon  the  occasion,  and 
a  volley  of  small  arms  was  llred  over  his  grave.  \'ast  num- 
bei-s  of  Chinese  wei-c  spectators  of  the  ceremony,  and  seemed 
to  be  a  good  deal  affected  by  its  order  and  solemnity.  After 
it  was  over  our  baggage  began  to  move,  and  agixrat  part  of 
*t  was  tUspatchc<l  Ijefore  night. 
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Wcdnrsda}',  August  21sL  AVe  rose  very  early  tliis  mom- 
mg,  and  found  the  palankins,  hoi"scs,  carriac^es.  and  every 
tiling  ready  for  our  departure*.  The  Tartar  legate,  Van-ta- 
gin,  ('/tou-ta-s;lnf  and  several  other  IVfandarines  of  rank 
waited  for  us  at  the  great  gate,  and  set  ofl^  at  the  same 
moment  that  we  did.  We  passed  through  the  city  of  l^ong- 
siou^  wliieh  is  of  great  extent,  encompassed  with  very  high 
walls,  washed  by  the  river  on  one  side,  and  defended  by  a 
broad  wet  diteh  on  the  other.  There  are  no  guns  mounted 
on  the  ramparl-s,  nor  did  I  observe  any  thing  of  that  sort, 
except  a  lew  small  swivels  near  the  gates.  It  took  us  abox  e 
two  hours  to  get  through  tlie  town  i  several  of  the  streets  arc 

*  Note  of  die  muniber  of  men,  waggoM*  and  bonet,  Sec  emplofed  in  carrjrmg 
thepKMntiibaggige,  MOfe%  Ice.  tithttBAmfMoAtttasbrnTm^g^taTkm^ 
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broad  and  straight,  and  the  shops  on  each  side  often  present 
a  gay,  picturesque  appearance ;  but  wc  observed  no  magni- 
ficent houses  or  distinguished  buiklings.  A  few  triuiiipbal 
arches  are  erected  in  the  principal  streets,  wliicli  have  an 
agreeable  effect,  but  they  are  merely  of  wood,  painteil, 
^Ided,  and  varnished.  In  many  places  awnings  of  mats  arc 
extended  across  from  house  to  house,  as  a  slidtcr  from  the 
tun  and  rain,  which  are  easily  drawn  backward  and  fonvard 
by  small  cords,  as  the  state  of  the  weather  may  require. 
We  stopped  at  ;i  \  illage  half  way  between  Tong-siou  and 
Pekin  to  breakfast,  and  to  repose  oui-selvcs,  the  day  being 
very  hot,  and  the  roads  very  dusty.  Yrom  thence  we  rrached 
Pekin  in  about  two  hours,  (six  miles,)  and  after  taking  some 
refreshments  of  tea  and  fruit  at  the  palace-gate,  we  proceeded 
to  Yuen'-mki'yuen  where  we  arrived  about  tliree  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  found  the  greater  part  of  our  baggage  al- 
ready come ;  the  remainder  soon  followed.  I'he  road  from 
X^^iig'Wiu  to  Pekin,  and  from  Peldn  to  Ftfejt-jmfi^^ftten,  paaa^ 
through  a  fine  le?d  country,  is  very  broad  and  bordered 
with  trees  on  each  side,  chiefly  willows  of  great  size,  much 
{leyond  any  I  have  ever  seen  in  Europe.  The  middle  part 
of  the  load  is  a  causeway,  or  flat  pavement,  about  seven  or 
eight  yards  vide,  composed  of  large  stones  cut  smooth, 
many  of  them  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  three  or  four  £eet 
broad.  On  the  way  from  Tong'^u  to  Pekin  we  crossed  the 
river  over  a  most  beautiful  bridge  of  white  marble  forty  feet 
wide.  There  are  five  arches,  the  center  one,  I  suppose,  not 
less  than  sixty  to  seventy  feet.  On  this  journey  we  were  pre- 
ceded by  a  great  liiimber  of  soldiers,  brandishing  long  whips 
in  their  hands,  which  they  were  continually  exercising  in 
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Older  to  keep  off  the  enormous  crouds  which  incessantly 
thronged  about  us,  and  obstructed  the  passage.  The  suburbs 
of  Pekin  are  \'ery  extensive;  we  were  fifteen  minutes  from 
om*  entering  the  east  suburb  to  the  east  gate;  we  were  above 
two  hours  in  our  progress  through  the  city ;  fifteen  minutes 
from  the  west  gate  to  the  end  of  the  west  suburb,  and  two 
hours  firom  thence  to  YueO'mn^^en.  1%c  house  at  this  het 
place  allotted  'for  our  habitation,  consists  of  several  small 
courts  and  separate  pavilions,  and  is  situated  in  a  little  park, 
or  garden,  laid  out  in  the-  Chinese  manner,  with  serpentine 
walks»  a  narrow  winding  river  forming  an  island,  wi^h  a 
summer-house  in  the  middle  of  it,  a  grove  of  various  trees, 
interspersed  with  a  fbw  patches  of  grass-ground^  diversified 
with  inequalities  and  roughened  with  rocks ;  the  whole  sur- 
founded  with  a  high  wall,  and  guarded  by  a  detachment 
of  troops  at  the  gate..  Some  of  the  apartments  are  large, 
bandtome,  and  not  ill-contrived,  but  the- whole  buildiDg  is- 
BO  much  out  of  repair,  that  I  already  see  it  will  be  impos* 
sible  to  reside  in  it  comfortably  during  the  winter.  It  ap- 
pears indeed  to  be  only  calculated  for  a  summer  dwelling, 
though  I  understand  it  is  the  best  of  the  hotels  at  this  place, 
destined  (us  sevecal  more  are)  for  the  reception  of  foreign, 
embassadors. 

We  had  been  promised  tliat  the  European  inissionaries 
should  coine  to  us,  as  soon  as  we  an'ivcd  here ;  but  none  of 
them  have  as  yet  made  their  appearance. 

Thursday,  August  22d.  The  Tartar  legate  came  tliis 
morning  to  compliment  me  on  my  arrival  at  Yucn-min-yum. 
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He  said  that  there  was  a  Calao  on  the  road  from  Gehol, 
particularly  appointed  to  attend  to  om-  af^iiirs  ;  and  that  he 
would  send  one  or  tuo  Euro[)cau  missionaries  to  me  to-mor- 
row. As  the  legate  seemed  to  be  in  better  humor  than  usual, 
I  tnok  the  opportunity  of  mentioning  the  subject  of  my 
quarters,  vdiich  1  told  him  were  very  handsome,  but  some- 
what out  of  repair,  and  rather  inconvenient  to  us  Europeans, 
ishose  niodrs  of  living  were  different  from  the  Chinese,  and 
that  I  iiojicd  lie  would  give  directions  for  our  removal  to 
Pekin,  where  1  thoii^lit  we  should  be  more  at  our  ease.  He 
seemed  to  ac^ree  with  luc  on  this  point,  aud  said  he  thought 
there  could  be  do  objection. 

Ffklay,  August  23d.   llm  day  the  Tartar  legate  sent  to 

announce  his  intention  of  visiting  me,  and  of  bringing 

several  European  missionaries  with  him.    He  accordingly 

arrived  at  ten  A.M.  with  Bernardo  Almeyda,  Rodriguca, 

and  another  Portuguese Poiret,  Pansi,  and  Diodati,  Itar 

lians;  Paris,  a  Frenchman;  and  one  or  two  others.  Tlie 

emperor  had,  on  occasion  of  the  embassy,  distinguished 

some  of  these  mi^ionaries  by  his  favors,  and  had  conferred 

white  buttons  on  Poiret  and  Diodati,  and  a  blue  one  (which 

is  of  higher  rank)  on  JBemardo — this  latter  is  the  person 

against  whom  I  bad  been  particularly  cautioned  from  Alacao, 

and  from  other  quarters,  as  a' man  of  a  malignant  di8}X>si- 

tiOD,  jealous  of  all  Europeans,  except  those  of  his  own 

nation,  and  particularly  unfriendly  to  the  English;  and 

indeed  I  have  seen  enough  tliis  day  to  convince  me  of  the 

truth  of  the  representation,  lliis  man,  who  was  bred  a 

Jesuit,  and  is  upwards  of  seventy  years  old,  has  been  a  great 
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ii)any  ^ears  in  China,  and  now  belongs  to  tlic  coHegc  c€ 
mathematics,  thou^  of  a  verj  Jimited  knowledge  in  that 
actence.  He  has  some  skill  in  surgery,  and  haviag  attended 
the  minister  C/io-^fiang-iongt  who  is  afflicted  with  m  rapture, 
a\'ailcd  himself  of  that  circumstance  to  obtain  the  wnperors 
appointment  of  liitn  to  be  interpi-etcr  to  my  embassy. 
Whether  from  the  vanity  of  hoinfr  sclectrd  for  such  an  office, 
or  from  the  hope  of  being  able  by  that  means  to  frustrate  its 
success,  I  know  not,  but  unfortunately  for  liim,  when  he 
was  introduced  to  me  for  that  purpose,  it  ap|)eared  to  the 
legjitc,  and  the  other  attending  jSladarines,  that  he  was  uh- 
qualified  for  the  ofiire,  being  entirely  iujnorant  of  the  lan- 
guages n)ost  lamiiiar  to  us.  His  mortification  upon  thi» 
occasion  he  liad  not  sufiicient  temper  to  conceal,  and  almost 
instantly  expressed  very  unfavoral)le  sentiments  of  the 
embassy  to  an  Italian  missionary  who  sUkkI  near  iimi.  As 
they  conversed  in  Latin,  he  probably  imagined  I  should  not  . 
understand,  or  overhear  him,  but  his  looks  and  his  gestUpea 
would  have  been  alone  sufficient  to  discover  the  state  of  hi» 
wind,  if  his  tongue  had  bera  silent. 

At  diis  rmt  1  remhwled  the  legate  of  my  visTies  to  temswe 
to  Pekin,  on  which  occasion  fieraardo  very  impeftinently  in- 
terfered and  advised  him  against  the  measnie,  pfetendmg 
that  it  would  retard  our  journey  to  Gehol,  and  be  otherwise 
nnadvisafale;  but  bis  objections  were  overruled  by' a  superior 
authority,  although  the  legate  seemed  much  disposed  to  ad- 
mit them.  AA  the  other  missionaries  seemed  shocked  at  and 
ashamed  of  hb  behaviour,  and  interposed  their  endeavoura 
to  bring  him  to  a  proper  composure.   During  the  wholfr  time 
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1  rcinained  perJectI}'  calm,  and  seemed  not  to  perceive,  or 
to  notice  his  behaviour,  but  on  the  contrary  was  pointed  in 
my  civihtics  to  him,  and  at  his  going  awaj  told  him,  through 
the  channel  of  a  Frcncli  missionary,  how  much  I  regretted 
jny  not  undcrstamhug  the  Portutj;ucKC  language,  as  it  de- 
prived mc  ot"  the  advantage  ol"  so  able  an  assistant  and  intcr- 
preler.  He  came  back  soon  altci,  antl  seemed  indeed  to  be 
a  good  deal  softened,  and  even  gave  me  assurances  of  his  ser- 
vices and  good  disposition  ;  but  after  what  I  have  seen,  it '» 
necessary  to  be  uncommonly  circumspect.  It  frill  be  right  to 
cultivate  and  make  use  of  htm»  if  possil^le,  but  it  would  be 
c^gious  iblly  and  dupery  to  confide  in  or  depend  on  liim. 
About  an  hour  after,  Van^ta'gm  and  Ckou'tthgrn  returned  in 
4irder  to  acquaint  me  that  the  Calao,  Chun-ta-gin^  a  cousin 
of  the  emperor,  who  had  been  announced  to  us,  was  come ; 
and  that  it  was  now  settled  for  him  and  Van-4a-gin  and 
Chouria-gin  to  manage  all  our  afiUirs,  without  the  inter- 
ference  of  the  le^te.  In  consequence  of  this  arrangement, 
Vatt'ta'giH,  accompanied  by  our  interpreter  and  Mr. 
Blaxwel],  one  of  my  secretaries,  went  this  evening  to  Pekin 
to  view  the  palace  intended  for  my  rendence,  and  to  give 
directions  for  putting  it  into  proper  order  for  our  reception. 
IVhilst  they  were  employed  on  this  business,  Chotp-ta-gm 
came  to  take  us  to  the  emperor^s  palace  of  Yuen-muMfuen, 
at  tlie  garden  of  gardens  (as  the  name  imports),  and  to  ask 
our  opinion  of  the  fittest  apartments  to  contain  the  globes,  the 
.  clocks,  the  lustres,  and  the  planetarium.  This  place  is  truly 
m\  imperial  lesidence ;  the  i>ark  is  said  to  be  etglitcen  miles 
Bound,  and  laid  out  in  all  the  Uiste,  variety,  and  magnificcDce 
whi^U  distinguish  the  rural  scenery  of  Chinese  grtrdcnlng.  ' 
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There  is  no  one  very  exteoave  contiguous  building^  but  seve- 
ral hundreds  of  paviUont  scattered  thnnigh  the  grounds,  and 
all  connected  together  by  dose  aibon,  by  passages  appa- 
lently  cat  through  stupendous  rocks»  or  by  &iry«]aiid  j^e- 
ries,  emeiging  or  leoediog  in  the  peispectivet  and  so  con- 
trived as  to  conceal  the  real  design  of  oommuntcaHon,  and 
yet  oontiibute  to  the  general  purpose  and  efieot  intended  to 
arise  from  the  whole.  The  various  beauties  of  this  stpot,  its 
lakes  and  rims,  together  with  its  superb  edifices,  which  I 
saw,  (and  yet  I  saw  but  a  very  small  part,)  so  stvoli^y  inn 
press  my  mind  at  this  moment  that  I  Icel  iqcapable  of  de* 
scribing  them.  I  shall  tl^erefofe  chiefly  confine  myself  to 
the  great  hall,  or  presence  chamber,  of  .the  empetor.  It  is 
a  hupdved  and  fifly  feet  long  and  sixty  ftet  wide.  There  are 
windows  on  one  side  only,  and  opposite  to  them  is  the  iafie': 
rial  throne  of  carved  qmhogany  the  logs  of  which  were 
farou^t  from  En^and,  and  elevated  by  a  lew  steps  firom 
the  floor.  Over  the  chair  of  state  is  an  inscription  in  Chinese 
characters. 

Ching — Tiia — Qiian — Ming — Foo, 
Tlie  translation  of  which  signifies, 

Verutf  Magnutt  0/or»ontf,  SpUndidm^  Felix, 

On  each  side  of  the  chair  of  state  is  a  beautiful  argus  phca«* 
sant's  tail  spread  out  into  a  ma<i^uificciit  fan  of  great  extent. 
The  floor  is  of  chequered  marble,  grey  and  white,  willi  neat 
mats  laid  upon  it  in  difTcrent  places  to  walk  npon.  At  one 
end  I  observed  a  musical  clork  tlmt  played  twelve  old  Eng- 
lish t\u\(^%  tho  Black  Joke,  LiliibuUcro,  and  other  airs  of  the 
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Be$gaf»' Opera.  Itiras  decorated  in  a  wretclied  old  tast«. 
with  oroaiDents  of  crjstal  and  coloured  stones,  but  bad  been, 
I  dare  say,  very  much  admired  in  its  time.   On  the  dial  ap- 
peared, in  lai^  characters,  George  Clarke,  ehek  and  adich 
vtoker,  in  LutdenkaU  Street,  London* 

This  saloon  we  deteniiined  on  for  the  reeeptiou  of  some  of 
our  moat  magnificent  presents,  whidi  woie  to  be  distributed 
as  follows :  on  one  side  of  tb^  throne  was  to  be  placed  the 
terrestrial  g^obe,  on  the  other,  the  celestial ;  the  lustres  were  to 
be  liung  Irom  the  ceiling,  at  equal  distances  from  the  middle, 
of  llie  room;  at  the  north  end  the  planetarium  was  to 
stanil,  at  the  sooth  end  ^  ulleamy's  clocks,  with  the  barometer 
und  jDerbysbire  porcelain  vases,  and  figures,  and  PVazers 
omnry ;  an  assemblage  of  such  ingenuity,  utility,  and  beauty. 
As  U  not  to  be  seen  collected  together  in  any  other  apart- 
iilents,  I  believe,  of  Uie  whole  world  besides.  IBcfore  I  quit 
the  palace  of  Yuen-miti-iftienj  T  must  oljsent;  a  singularity 
in  the  Chinese  taste,  which  has  not  yet  reached  us,  and 
which,  in  truth,  is  by  no  means  worthy  of  our  copying, 
Althougli  you  ascend  to  the  principal  buildings  by  regular 
flights  of  smooth  or  chiselled  stone  stain?,  yet  there  are  se- 
veral otlicrs,  even  pavilions  of  elegant  architecture,  to  which 
the  apj)roach  fs  by  riiggcd  steps  of  rock,  seemingly  rendered 
rough  and  dilticuit  by  art,  in  order  to  imitate  the  rude  sim- 
plicity of  nature.  In  such  situations  the  nnpropriety  is  glar- 
ing, and  argues  a  siekly  and  dcchning  taste,  meant  solely 
to  display  vanity  and  expence.  The  cost  of  senduig  for 
such  enornious  masses  from  the  mountains  of  Tartary  must 
be  very  great,  for  ui  my  whole  route  through  the  province 
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of  Peeheltf  from  the  mooth  of  the  Paif-ko  to  the  city  of  Pekin, 
1 4lid  DOt  see  a  single  pebble  big  enough  to  make  a  seal  of. 

At  Ffteii-iRfji-^eji,  we  weie  met  by  ^e  calao  Ktmsan-ia- 
gm,  who  went  nnind  the  palaces  with  os,  and  entertained  us 
'  with  a  collation  of  fruits  and  sweet-meats,  at  which  the  Tartar 
legate  assisted ;  for,  to  my  great  surprize,  after  what  I 
had  been  told,  I  found  him  at  my  elbow  almost  every 
step  I  took  during  the  evening.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  he  does  not  mean  to  resign  his  charge  of  us ;  I  suspect 
he  has  contrived  means  of  settling  the  matter  witli  the  colao* 
This  will  b^  an  unpleasant  drcnmscance,-  becauset  as  he  is 
a  Tutar,  and  1ms  powerful  connexions  at  court,  our  friends 
V(m-4a'gin  and  CAoti-la-gm  are  oUi^ed  to  pay  him  great 
deference,  and  dare  not  etert  themselves  in  our  favor,  us 
much  as  they  are  inclined  to  do.  We  have,  however,  foumi 
them  already  very  useiul  to  us  in  many  instances. 

4 

At  eight  o'clock  Mr.  Maxwell  returned  from  Pekin,  and 
reported  that  he  had  seen,  and  been  all  through*  .the  palace 
at  Pekin  intended  for  us.  It  is  an  immense  buildmg,  con- 
taining eleven  courts,  and  ample  roopi  for  evei7  purpose 
we  can  require. 

Saturday,  August  84th.  SirGeoi|;e  Staunton  went  toYuevr 
nunifuen,  and  took  with  hhn  Mr.  Baiiow,  Dr.  Dinwiddie, 
Tiebault  and  PetitiHene,  and  other  artists  and  woikmen,  to 
give  them  directions  about  airangiiig  the  machinery,  and 
disposing  in  their  piojger  places  the  planetarium,  the  orrery. 
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gbbcs,  clocks,  lustres,  fte.  These  gentlenieD  are  to  reioaia 
for  thb  purpose  at  Ywn-^in-yuen,  during  our  jounicy  ioto 
Tartary ;  but  it  is  thought  they  will  not  be  able  to  dispatch 
it  ia  leas  than  six  or  seven  weeks  at  soonest.  Some  of  the 
Chinese  workmen,  not  accustomed  to  handle  artidea  of  web 
delicate  machinery,  were  interrupted  in  their  attempts  to  un- 
pack them  by  our  interpreter,  who  told  them  that  till  put  up 
and  deliv  ered,  they  must  still  be  considered  as  under  our  care. 
Upon  which  the  Icifate  interposed aod said,  IM^  lAQf  oreCcng- 
sot  tributes  (oblata)  to  the  emperor,  and  consequently  we 
had  nothiiis;  more  to  do  with  them.  Our  interpreter  replied, 
that  they  were  not  (Con^  so)  tributes,  but  presents  (Sung-lo^ 
The  colao  put  an  end  to  the  conversation  by  saying,  that  the 
expression  of  Sun>^-lOf  or  presents,  was  pmppr  enough.  On 
his  return  to  (juartcrs,  our  interpreter  cariu  to  me  (as  he  said) 
from  Van-ta-si;in  and  Chou-ta-frin,  and  told  me,  that  although 
the  rnipcror's  allowance  tor  defraying  the  embassy  was  very 
considerable,  yet  that  it  did  not  equal  the  expence,  and  that 
it  was  expected  I  should  make  tlieni  a  very  handsome  present 
to  supply  the  difference.  I  answered,  that  I  was  very  willing 
to  do  so,  and  asked  him  what  he  thought  lliey  would  be  sa- 
tisfied with.  Upon  recollecting  himself  a  little,  luc  said,  he 
believed  that  five  hundred  dollars  a-piece  would  be  a  projier 
sum ;  which  I  made  no  scruple  immediately  to  agree  to,  as 
they  so  strongly  profess  theuuelTes  our  friends,  as  ihey  cer- 
Uunlj  have  weight  widi  the  colao  sufficient,  we  trusty  to 
counteract  the  Ie;gate's  practices  i^ith  him  to  our  prejudice,  and 
as,  if  ^tudy  misbehave,  we  shall' have  them  at  our  mercy ;  be- 
sides, being  engaged  in  our  business,  and  having  once  tasted 
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of  our  bounty,  thcj  are  likely  to  endeavor  to  deserve  further 
fiivor  by  further  services;  as  it  is  observed  of  certain  beasts 
oi  pcey  that^  having  once  smacked  humaa  blood,  tbey  never 
aftonvarda  bavf  a  relisb  for  any  other. 

Sunday,  August  25th.  Notwithstanding  what  I  have 
written  in  the  preceding  })aragrapfay  our  intei  pieter  told  me 
tiiis  momiBg  t^t  be  was  then  just  oooie  froni  Van-ia-qhi  and 
Chozi^a-gMt  w^  desired  him  to  say  that,  though  they  had 
the  highest  respect  and  legaM  tor  me,  they  could  not  pos* 
liibly  think  of  accepting  any  presents  of  money ;  that  it  waa 
true  the  expence  they  incurred  by  their  attendance  on  the 
embassy  was  considerable,  bnt  that  it  chiefly  fell  upon 
Chou'ta^gitt,  who  was  very  rich  and  well  aUc  to  bear  it ; 
tiiat  Van-iet'ffn  was  not  rich)  and  did  not  tiierefbre  contribute 
toit ;  bnt  then  he  had  the  principal  share  of  the  fatigue  of 
the  business^  in  reviewing  and  stationing  the  boats,  hiring 
the  porters,  horses  and  carriages,  superintending  the  pro> 
vision  deportment,  punishing  delinquents,  &c.  whilst  Cho»- 
ta-^m  did  little  else  than  receive  the  reports,  write  ont  the 
regbter,  and  pay  the  disbursemrats.  AH  this  seems  very 
extfaoidinary,  and  !  know  not  how  to  account  for  it;  firpt 
to  signify  a  disposition  jto  take  our  money,  and  then  to  refuse 
it,  at  the  same  time  preserving  their  firiendship  for  us,  and 
actually  rendering  us  every  service  in  their^powcr. 

The  Chinese  charactec;seems  at  present  inexplicable^  The 

Tartar  k^te  having  delivered  to  me  yesterday  a  letter, 

written  by  Sir  £ERsmus  Gower  from  r«i-cio«:/aii,  which  had 
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come  b J  the  emperor's  couriers,  I  directed  an  answer  lo  be 
prepared  and  requested  to  have  it  forwarded.  He  asked  me 
what  was  in  Sir  Erasmus's  letter,  and  in  the  answer;  1  had 
them  both  interpreted  off  hand,  and  added,  wi^  great  good 
humor,  that  we  had  oo  secrets  but  what  -  he  was  welcome  to 
know. 

Before  be  went  awa}',-  he  mentioned  the  subject  of  the 
ceremonial,  and  was  desirous  of  practising  it  before  me  ;  but 
I  put  an  end  to  the  sul^joct  by  telling  him  I  had  a  paper 
.  relative  to  it,  which  would  be  ready  to  dehver  to  him  at 
Pekin  in  a  day  <x  two. 

Monday,  August  26th.  This  morning  we  removed  to 
Pekin,  and  are  not  only  comfortably  but  most  magnificenlijr 
lodged  in  the  Tartar  towu,  in  a  vast  palace  consisting  of 
eleven  courts,  some  of  thera  very  spacious  and  airy. 

It  todc  us  an  hour  and  a  half  to  come  from  Yuen-vuu-yuen 
to  the  suburbs;  and  from  thence  to  our  habitation  an  hour 
and  a  half  more.  It  is  situated,  as  all  the  private  houses 
here  are,  in  a  narrow  lane,  the  great  streets  being  entirely 
occupied  by  shops  or  public  buildings. 

Tuesday,  August  27th.  Father  Ranx,  a  Frcncli  missionary 
of  the  congregation  of  St.  Lazarus  at  Paris,  a  native  of 
Hainault,  came  and  iaformed  me  that  he  had  permission  to 
attend  us,  and  that  he  would  wait  upon  me  every  day  to 
receive  our  commaods  and  execute  our  commissions.    He  is 
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a  tall  corj)ulcnl  aiaii,  of  easy  raanncrs  and  conversation, 
with  a  great  volubility  of  speech.  He  understands  both  tlie 
Chinese  and  the  MantcJumx  languages,  and  seeiiis  to  be 
perfectly  contented  with  lus  lot  licre.  He  is  well  informed, 
extremely  coiinnunicative,  and  fond  of  talking,  so  that  I 
imagine  it  will  nut  be  difficult  to  leam  irouL  'hicaiererjF 
tliiog  he  knows. 

"V^'ednesday*  August  UQih.  Mr.  Barrow  returned  from  tbm 
palace  of  Yuen-inin-yu'en^  and  said  that  they  had  put.  up  ia' 
the  saloon  of  the  throne  Parker's  two  lustres,  had  iAi  the 
globes  in  their  proper  pittces,  as  also  tlie  orrerr  and*  Vul- 
leamy's  clocks,  figures,  and  vases,  and  had  laid  the  floor  for 
the  planetariuai,  and  that  4be  whole  wcfttW  have  a  very  fine 
effect,  lliree  of  the  emperoi's  grandsons  had  been  to  look 
at  them,  and  were  much  delighted  Avith  the  sight.  They' 
particularly  admired  the  docks  and  the  vases  of  Derbyshire 
porcelain.  They,  howerer,  asked  vhibti  we  thought^  ouf 
porcelain  or«dietfB,  to  be. preferable;  th% ' answer  retumcil  ^ 
them  was,  that  ours  was  oonsidered  as  %'ery  precbus  of  i& 
kind,  otberwiee  it  would  not  have  been  offered  to  the  emp6> 
ror,  but  that  the  value  w^  set  upon  thfeiirs  was  easily  to  be 
seen  by  the  great  quantities,  which  were  every  year  purchased 
by  our  merchants  at  Cantos,  and  sent  in  our  shipping  to 
England ;  and  they  seemed  to  be  very  well  satisfied  With  this 
indirect  explanation*  The  great  Mandarine  attended,  and 
appeared  to  be  much  struck  with  the  attention  manifested 
by  our  bringing  several  spare  gbsses  for  the  dome  of  ^ 
pkuMtarium«  one  of  the  panes  of  which  happened  to  be 
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cracked-,  wnA  wUcfar  'ivithiNit  Meb  a  piecaiiticMi*  could  not 
Wtepaoled  in  China. 

« 

..VhmndiBij^  Aogast  d9lfa*  TUs  day  I  put  up  die  state 
canopy  and  their  Mi^ties  pictures  in  'the  presence  cham- 
l^er,  and  ddisered  my  paper  relatire  to  the'ceremonial  to  be 
transmitted  to  Gehol.  I  had  experienced  a  good  deal  of  diB* 
culty  in  persuading  Father  Raux  to  get  it  translated  into 
Chinese,  imd  to  put  it  intio  the  proper  diplomatic  fonn,  so  much 
is  every  person  hereafhud  of  intermeddling  in  any  state  matter 
without  the  special  autliority  of  government;  and  he  only 
consented  on  condition,  that  neither  his  writing  nor  that  of 
his  secretary  should  appear,  but  that  I  should  get  it  copied 
by  some  other  hand.  Little  Staunton  was  able  to  supply 
my  wants  on  this  o<'casioii,  for  having  very  early  in  the  voyage 
begun  to  study  the  Chinese  under  my  two  interpreters,  he 
had  not  only  made  consideiaUe  progress  in  it,  but  had 
learned  to  write  the  characters  waii  great  neatness  and 
celerity,  so  that  lie  was  oi  material  use  to  me  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  be  had  been  already  Ixitbrc  in  transcribing  the 
catalogue  ot  the  presents.  In  the  paper  I  expressed  the 
strongest  desire  to  do  whatever  I  thouglit  would  be  most 
iigrccuble  to  the  emperor,  but  tiial  being  the  representative 
of  the  first  monarch  of  the  western  world,  his  dignity  must 
be  the  measure  of  my  conduct  ;  and  that  in  uider  to  recon- 
cile it  to  the  customs  of  the  court  of  China,  I  was  willing  to 
conform  to  their  etiquette,  provided  a  jicist^a  of  equal  rank 
with  mine  were  appointed  to  perform  the  same  ccnMuony 
b^bre  mj[  saveroigp-'s  p^cUv'e,  that  1  should  pcdbrui  belbre 
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^he  emperor  himself.  The  legate  shook  his  head,  but  Van- 
ta-gin  and  Chou-ta-gin  said  it  was  a  [jnod  expedient,  and 
ofiered  immediately  to  go  through  tlie  cereinony  themselves 
on  the  spot :  but  ns  they  liad  no  authority  for  the  purpose, 
I  civilly  declined  their  proposal. 

I  received  a  ver}*  kind  letter  and  message,  together  with 
his  portrait,  from  old  father  Amyot,  who  has  been  nejir 
sixty  years  in  China,  lamentin*'  ihwt  lii'^  ao;o  and  infirmities 
prevented  him  from  coming  to  wait  upon  me,  but  expressing 
the  strong  interest  he  takes  in  the  success  of  my  embassy, 
and  promising  me  esery  information,  advice,  and  assistance 
in  iiis  power. 

Friday,  August  30th.  Having  novr  nearly  completed  the- 
selection  of  such  presents  as  I  judged  most  eligible  to  carry 
with  me  to  Gehol,  I  gave  notice  to  the  legate  and  our  other 
conductors  that  we  should  be  ready  to  set  out  on  Monday 
next  the  2d  of  September  (which,  according  to  their  method 
of  computation,  answers  to  the  27th  of  the  seventh  month, 
their  year  beginning  on  the  1st  of  February) ;  and  that  I  pro- 
posed to  employ  one  of  the  intervening  days  in  viewing  the 
buildings,  triumphal  aiches,  and  other  tilings  most  worthy 
of  observation  in  the  city  of  Pekin;  but  I  found  I  had 
mbcalculated  in  this  instance  as  much  as  I  had  done 
some  former  ones  of  a  similar  nature,  for  I  was  requested  to 
repress  my  curiosity  till  my  return  from  Tartary,  as  it  was 
improper  that  an  ambassador  should  appear  in  public  at 
Pekm;  tOt  after  he  had  been  presented  to  tlie  emperor.  On 
'this  ooeanon  the  question  was  repeated  to  me,  what  pment 
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I  meant  to  offer  tbc  emperor  from  myself,  for  tliat  instead  of 
the  chariot,  which  I  bad  mentioned  to  them  before,  it  would 
be  proper  to  provide  something  portable  to  be  delivered 
into  the  emperor^s  hands  by  my  own,  at  the  time  of  my 
introduction,  no  ambassador  cipproacliing  him  ^r  the  first 
time  without  one.   I  told  them  I  was  prepared  with  one,  and 
that  when  my  baggage  was  all  unpacked,  I  would  shew  it  to 
them.  I  was  a  good  deal  at  a  loss  what  to  fix  upon,  all  the 
principal  articles  that  we  liad  brought  having  been  already 
Inserted  in  the  catalogue,  and  announced  to  them  as  presents* 
from  the  king.    Luckily  it  happened  that  Captain  Mackin- 
tosh had  with  him  some  watches  of  ver}-  6ne  workmanship, 
which  he  was  persuaded  to  cede  to  me,  at  the  usual  estimato 
of  profit  upon  things  of  this  kind  brought  for  sale  from 
Europe  to  Canton.    This  was  the  more  fortunate,  as  I  had 
been  infonncd  besides,  that  not  only  valualjic  ])ic;sciits  were 
to  be  made  to  tlic  enijiemr,  but  also  that  his  sons  and  the 
principal  great  men  in  the  ministry  expected  to  be  gratified 
in  tlie  same  manner.    'J'he  [)ersons  pointed  out  to  me  were, 
Pa-ijf,  ('/le-ij-i/c,  Chc-oi(-i/(\  and  C7a7-s/,  tlie  emperor's  sons ; 
Mien-i'ul-ijc  ])is  eldest  i^randson  ;  the  great  ceneral  AcJiung^ 
ioiiij: ;   and  C/to-cliau-toiig,   and  Fok-U-uu,  tlie  two  favorite 
ministers;    jA-pdu-chons-vliou,   the  presitient  of  the  court 
of  rites,   and   :i  few  others.    I  was  lu)ue\er  told  at  tlu"! 
same  time,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  was  to  Ijc  olTcred  till 
my  return  from  Gehol,  after  the  emperor  had  $ee»  and. 
accepted  the  presents  destined  for  him. 

When  father  Raux  came  to  day,  as  usual,  to  attend  me, 
he  brought  mc  a  present  from  his  convent  of  several  accept- 
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ai)lc  articles,  some  excellent  French  bread,  sweetmeats,  and 
confections,  very  fine  large  li^>,  and  a  quantity  of  grapes 
both  red  and  white,  the  latter  of  a  lucst  delidoas  iiairor  and 
vidiout  stones.~-^He  told  iiib  that  thej  were  origiQ^iy  broogbl 
to  the  Jesuits  garden  Irom  Sha-moo  on  the  borcLers  of  the 
great  desart  of  Cobi,  on  the  north  western  Jldh  tier  of  the  em- 
pire, and  had  much  improved  by  the  transplaatatiott.  From 
him  I  learned  more  perticulaily,  what  I  had  been  already 
told  by  J'^an-ta-^m  and  Chw-ta-gi?i  relative  to  the' state  of  the 
court,  and  I  understand  tliat  the  emperor  has  had  twenty  sons, 
four  only  of  which  now  remain  alive;  that  he  is  of  so  jealous 
a  nature  that  no  person  as  yet  knows  with  certiunty  which  of 
them  he  intends  'far  his  successor.  He  does  not  allow  any  ' 
of  them  to  inteifere  in  hb  government,  but  manages  it  in  a 
great  measure  alone,  rending  all  the  dispatches  himself,  and 
often  entering  into  the  minutest  detail  of  affairs.  His  prin^ 
cipal  minister  is  Chthekon^ang,  a  Tartar  of  obscure  origin 
but  considerable  talents,  whom  he  has  raised  by  degrees 
from  an  inferior  post  in  his  guards  to  his  present  elevation, 
having  been  struck  with  the  comelmess  of  his  person  at  a  re- 
view twenty  years  ago,  and  confirmed  in  the  prepouession, 
by  finding  his  character  correspond  to  his  figure.  He  is  in 
such  high  favor,  that  the  emperor  not  long  ago  gave  one  of 
Ins  daughters  in  marriage  to  this  minister's  eldest  son,  and 
conferred  on  him  many  other  marks  of  distinction.  The  se- 
cond favorite  minister  is  the  Fou-li-ou,  ii  young  Tartar,  whose 
elder  brother  has,  by  his  means,  also  obtained  in  marriage 
a  daughter,  or  niece  of  the  emperor,  and  several  of  tlie  most 
important  employments  in  the  state,  having  been  commander 
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in  chief  in  the  war  of  FonnoBa,  vioeroj  of  Caoton,  and  lat- 
terly general  of  the  forces  on  the  Thibet  irontier. 

The  A-am-i  or  A-tAang-tongi  whose  exploits  are  so  parti- 
cularly celebrated  in  the  Memoires  surla  Chine,  has  a  still 
higher  rank  of  precedence  than  the  minister  whom  I  bare 
BQcntioned  ;  but  being  much  advanced  in  years,  and  notwidl- 
standin^is  great  merits,  far  from  being  a  personal  ftvorite  of 
the  emperor,  he  now  lives  a  good  deal  retired  and  seldom 
meddles  in  public  affairs. 

The  three  otlier  colaos  of  the  first  tribunal  of  state  are  men 
of  great  abilities,  and  of  long  experience,  bipt  being  of  Chinese 
faiiiihes,  possens  little  iuflueoce,  though  their  opinions  are 
highly  respected. 

Father  Raux  says,  that  there  are  above  five  thousand 
Chinese  Cliribtians  in  the  city  of  Pekin  alone,  ami  lie  com- 
putes the  number  throughout  the  whole  empire  at  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand.  He  couiinned  to  me  wliat  we  read  of 
in  most  of  the  histories  of  Cliina,  that  it  is  a  common 
jpcactice  among  the  poor  to  expose  their  children.  The  po- 
fice  sends  a  cart  round  a  city  at  an  early  hour  every  morn- 
ing, which  takes  them  up  and  conveys  them  toaftss^,  or 
cemetery  appointed  jfor  their  hurial.  The  missionaries  often 
attend  and  preserve  a  km  of  these  children,  which  appear 
to  them  to  be  healthy  and  likely  to  recover.  The  rest  are 
thrown  indiscriminately  dead  or  alive  into  the  pit  But 
Jbther  Rau^  assured  me  very  seriously  that  his  fafethren  al- 
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ways  first  christened  those  that  appeared  to  have  any  life  re-< 
maining  in  them,  pour  Icur  sauvcr  tame.    The  Chinese,  he 
sa_)'s,  seem  to  be  less  jealous  of  religious  conversions  than  for- 
merly, OAving  to  tlie  discretion  of  the  [)reseiit  missionaries^  whose 
feal,  I  ])re.sumc,  is  not  now  (luilc  so  ardent  as  that  of  their 
predecessors.    Nevertheless  they  engage  not  a  little  of  the 
attention  of  government,  and  within  tiiis  twelvemonth  past> 
all  llieir  letters  which  usually  went  free  by  the  common  post 
between  Pekin  and  Canton  have  been  constantly  opened  and 
exai!ii[i(  d.    The  Chinese  have  indeed  an  indistinct  idea  of 
there  lifiug  at  this  time  great  disturbances  and  rebellions  irx 
ILuiope,  and  ihe  legate  has  often  repeated  the  question  to 
m^.^n  our  road,'  whether  England  was  really  at  peace 
the  world,  as  I  had  asserted. 

t 

\  '  Th»  liiahop  of  Pekin  bad  permivhin  to  visit  me  iStna  day  ia 
Ibmi;  he  is  a  Pcntegnese  of  iibont  forty  years  old,  of  a  dig« 
aified  appearaoce  and  condliating  maoners,  bat  said  to  be- 
•f  a  ialse  and  cmfty  aatore^  and  to  possess  no  great  measure 
of  leaiaiDg.  Ho  bowtver  speaks  Latin  with  great  ftaaacy^ 
and  made  me  a  speech  m.  tbat  bugnageof  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  long.  He  was  attended  by  two  Portuguese  missiooatiesr 
aod  by  several  others  of  diflisfent  nations^  and  in  tbdr  pie- 
sMice  made  me- the  strongest  professions  of  fHendsbip  and  at- 
tachment; aevend  of  them  however  take  an  eaily  opportunity 
•f  j^visang  mer  not  to  trust  himt  I  think,  indeed,  there  is 
some  veason,  from  what  I  have  seen,  to-  believe  that  the 
Pbrtuguege  have  formed  a  sort  of  system  to  disgust  and  keep 
ant  of  China  all  other  natkms.  Between  them  and  the  vest 
o^fhe  misiiOBariesy.  tibeie  appear  to  be  great  jeakiusy  and 
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CDinity,  odium  plusquam  theologieum.  In  a  conversation  with 
8D  Italian  a  few  days  ago,  lie  told  me  tiut  all  ihe  mission- 
aries,  except  the  Portugueae»  were  oar  warm  friends ;  but 
that  the  Portuguese  were  friends  of  nobody,  but  themselves. 
Bernardo  Almeyda  has  never  come  near  me  since  our  first 
meeting  at  Yuen^n^yuenf  but  I  understand  that  he  has  been 
^nt  for  to  Gehol. 

Saturday,  August  dlst  Father  Grammont,  the  French  mis- 
sionary from  whom  I  reoeiTed  the  two  letters  at  Tten-ftn^, 
and  abo  some  intelligence  si^oe  my  arrival  at  Pekin,  visited 
me  in  the  afternoon,  apologized  for  not  having  done  it  sooner, 
owing,  as  he  said,  to  a  jealousy  entertained  of  him  by  the  le* 
gate  on  account  of  his  having  talked  so  much  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  embassy,  of  the.  j)ouer  and  grandeur  of  the  Ensr- 
iisli  nation,  of  the  niagjiitiule  of  its  commerce  with,  and  its 
importance  to,  the  Chinese  empire.  Father  Grammont  was 
bred  a  Jesuit,  is  now  advanced  in  ycai.s,  and  has  been  a  long 
time  in  Ctuua.  He  is  certainly  a  very  clever  fellow,  and 
seems  to  know  tliis  country  well;  but  as  he  is  said  to  be  of 
a  restless,  intrigninir  turn,  it  is  necessary  to  be  a  good  deal 
on  one's  guard  with  him. 

Sunda>%  September  1.  Busily  employed  this  day  in 
makuig  preparations  for  our  journey  to  Gchol,  as  we  are  to 
set  out  to-morrow.  To  the  occurrences  at  Pekin,  Avhich  I 
have  already  noted,  I  must  now  add,  (hat  besides  our  con- 
ductors- and  the  missionaries,  we  we  re  ev<>ry  tlay  visited  by 
numbers  of  Mandarines  of  the  highest  rank,  some  eiiL'.'ii'ed 

to  it  by  tho  duty  of  their  stations  and  employments,  otiiers 
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allured  by  curiosity,  and  not  a  few  by  my  band  of  music, 
which  performed  a  very  good  concert  lu  one  of  my  apartments 
every  evening.  Among  these  visitors  was  the  chief  Man- 
darine of  the  emperor's  orchestra,  who  attended  constantly 
and  hstened  to  the  performance  ^vith  all  the  airs  of  a  virtuoso. 
He  was  so  much  pleased  with  some  of  our  instruments,  that 
he  desired  leave  to  take  drawings  of  them.  1  was  willing  to 
give  them  to  him  as  a  present,  but  he  civilly  declined  my 
offer,  and  I  found  indeed  they  would  have  been  of  no  use 
to  him.  He,  however,  sent  for  a  couple  of  pahiters,  who 
spread  the  floor  with  a  few  slieets  of  large  paper,  placed  the 
clarionets,  flutes,  bassoons  and  French  hon»  upon  them,  and 
then  traced  with  thdr  peadh  the  figures  of  the  hntniinents, 
measuring  all  the  apertures  and  noting  the  minutest  parti- 
culais,  and  when  this  operation  was  completed  tliej  wrote 
down  their  remarlcs,  and  dcKrercd  them  to  their  master. 
I  was  told  that  his  intention  is  to  have  similar  instruments 
made  here  by  Chinese  workmen,  and  to  fit  them  to  a  scale 
of  his  own.  The  Chinese  have  long  since  adopted  our  violin, 
although  it  is  sot  yet  very  common,  and  have  lately  learned 
to  note  their  music  on  ruled  paper,  which  seems  to  shew  that 
there  are  some  things,  at  leastr  which,  notwithstanding  their 
vanity  and  conceit^  tliey  are  not  above  being  taught  They 
were  totally  ignorant  of  punctuation,  till  they  observed  it  itk 
their  Chinese  books,  printed  by  the  Jesuits,  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth ;  since  which  it  is  now  frequcndy  used  by  many, 
of  the  first  scholars  in  the  empire. 

But  what  seemed  to  attract  joaore  general  noticci.  thatfcanyr 
thing  in  the  house,  were  the  king  and  queen's  pictures  in 
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their  royal  robes,  by  Sir  Josliua  Reynolds,  which  were  hung 
up  opposite  the  state  canopy,  in  tlie  grand  saloon  through 
which  we  usually  passed  to  the  concert  room.  Indeed  so 
very  great  was  the  crowd  of  people  to  see  them,  as  soon  as 
they  came  to  be  talked  of,  that  I  was  obliged  to  apply  to 
'Van-ta-gin  to  regulate  the  nuniber  and  quality  of  the  visitors^ 
Mod  the  iiour  of  admittance. 

•  ^eir  admiration  has  Ix^en  also  much  excited  by  the  pre- 
sents and  specimens  of  different  manufactures  which  wc  have 
to  distribute,  and  by  the  various  little  articles  of  use  and 
convenience,  which  Europeans  are  accustomed  to,  our 
dressing-tables,  shaving-glasses,  and  pocket-instruments ;  but 
we  liave  been  sometimes  sufferers  a  little  on  these  occasions 
finom  the  eagerness  of  their  curiosity,  and  from  their  aukward- 
ness  in  handling  tbcm.  The  flexible  sword-blades  of  Mr. 
Gill's  manufactory  at  BinniDghara,  they  were  particularly 
struck  with;  and  Vqn^a-gint  to  whom,  as  a  military  man, 
distinguished  by  wounds  and  long  service,  I  gave  a  couplca 
Ipemed  more  pleased  with  them  than  if  I  had  offered  him 
any  other  present  of  one  hundred  times  the  value.  I  am 
persuaded  that  if  we  can  once  introduce  them  into  China* 
as  an  article  of  trade,  there  wilt  be  a  very  great  demand  for 
them.  1  know  it  is  the  policy  of  the  East  India  Company 
to  increase  principally  the  export  of  the  coarser  woollens, 
«and  I  have  little,  doubt  that  in  a  few  years,  China  will  call 
for  more  of  them  than  we  can  easily  supply ;  but  I  would 
recommend  also  the  sending  out  our  very  finest  dotlis  (for 
what  we  call  supeffine  in  the  invoices  are  really  not  the  very 
finest)  together  with  assortments  of  kerseymeres  and 
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>  icoiiins,  TJiose  we  wore  ourselves  I  observed  every  body- 
greatly  admired.  Thr  nnperor  has  lalol}-  permitted  cloth 
to  be  worn  in  his  presence  in  tiie  spriug  and  autumn,  that 
is  to  say,  from  the  Ist  of  October  to  the  20th  November,  and 
from  the  1st  <jf  February  to  the  1st  of  ApriK  Light  ^ilk  is 
the  drchs  ol  .^^ummer,  and  sauus  or  damask,  lined  with  fine 
furs,  of  die  winter. 

It  being  all  settled  that  we  should  set  out  early  to-morrow 
to  (Jehol,  the  colao  Keen-sa-ta-giih  attended  by  two  Manda- 
rines of  high  quality  with  red  buttons  on  their  caps,  cunie 
late  this  evening  to  wisli  mc  a  good  journey,  and  J.o  repeat, 
that  the  emperor  was  impatient  to  see  us,  having  particu- 
larly remariced  and  bdag  much  pleased  m&t  our  prudence 
and  circumspection  in  having  desired  a  separate  hospital  at 
Chusan  for  the  sick  people  of  the  Iion»  and  a  boundary  line 
to  be  drawn  in  order  to  prevent  the  sailois  from  straggling. 
Hie  emperor,  he  said,  highly  approved  of  it,  and  had  given 
orders  that  Sir  Rasmus  Gower  should  do  as  he  wished,  that 
lie  might  stay  there  as  long  as  he  pleased  and  go  away  when 
he  pleased.  From  all  this  it  is  evident  that  eveiy  circum* 
stance  concerning  us  and  every  word  that  falls  fiom  oar  lips 
are  mmutely  reported  and  remembered* 

Monday^  September  2d.  At -six  o'clock  A.M.  webquan 
our  journey.  Voung  Staunton  and  myself  travelled  in  a  neat 
^a^ish  post  chaise  which  I  had  provided,  and  which  was  drawn 
hy  four  little  Tartar  horses  not  eleven  hands  high,  being,  I  be- 
lieve, the  first  piece  of  Long-acre  manufactory  that  ever  rattled 
vpOQ  tilc  road  of  GehoK  Sir  George  Staunton  having  a  touch 

vot.  II.  »  H 
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of  the  gout  went  in  a  palankin,  the  other  gentlemen  of  m>- 
train,  as  also  the  servants,  musicians,  artists,  guards,  &c. 
were  acconimodatcd  with  liorsrs  or  carriages,  in  such  manner 
as  they  preferred.   Our  whole  cavalcade  amounted  to  seventy 
persons,  of  which  forty  composed  the  guard  ;  the  rest  amount- 
ing to  twenty-one  remained  behind,  some  being  employed  in 
putting  togetlier  and  arranging  the  presents  at  Yuen-min-yiien, 
and  the  otiicrs  cither  invalids  or  attendants  necessary  to  be 
left  behind  to  take  care  of  the  house  during  our  absence. 
To  carry  the  presents  and  our  beds  and  baggage,  I  dare  say, 
exclusive  of  h(jrscs  nnd  cnrri;»!irs,  there  were  nt  ^easl  two  hun"« 
died  porters  employed,  who  regularly  nuide  the  same  daily 
|()urneys  that  wc  did.    From  my  hotel,  through  the  city  of 
Pekin  to  the  gate,  are  four  miles  and  a  half,  and  from  tlience 
our  first  stage  was  of  fiv(>  miles  to  Clnwj^-lio,  a  small  tort  en- 
closed with  a  wall,  where  ne  bii'uk fasted.    There  are  several 
cross  roads  leading  into  the  eouiiti y  in  all  direetions.  From 
CJiittS-ffo  are  eleven  miles  to  l/ui-con,  a  litlle  village  where  the 
enipci'^r  has  built  a  lodge  for  stopj^ini^  at  when  he  travels  this 
way  ;  six  miles  and  a  half  farther  stands  the  |)alaee  of  Nani- 
chui'secy  which  tenninates  our  first  (la\  5,  journey.    The  road 
hitherto  is  pretty  straii^ht  over  a  sandy  level,  which  %eetns  to 
have  been  uucieutly  oovcrcd  with  the  sea,  tliooL^h  now  fifty 
or  sixty  miles  from  it;  on  each  side  every  cultivable  inch 
is  cultivated.    Mc  observed  the  IIolcus  Soigum,  Panicum 
Crusgalli,  Paniciun  milliaceum  and  Italicum,  hone  beans, 
horse  peas,  and  sesamum,  all  sown  in  drills,  between  which 
another  successive  crop  was  often  rising  in  the  same  ground.' 
Scarcely  any  trees  to  be  seen,  but  the  crack  willow  with  a 
very  rough  bark  (salix  fragilis)  which  even  in  this  sandy  sod 
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grows  to  a  vast  size ; '  two  or  three  ashes  and  a  few  tnul^ 
berries  of  a  particular  species.  Tp  the  northwest  of  Lm-eoo 
we  crossed  the  river  which,  thougli  narrow,  is  yet  deep 
enough  in  summer  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  Chinese- boats, 
of  which  several  are  employed  on  it.  Its  course,  like  all  tlio 
other  rivers  in  this  tract,  runs  to  the  southward  and  east- 
ward. 2^an-^ut-He  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  moustains, 
which  here  approach  very  near  one  another,  and  form  <i  pass 
of  nearly  a  mile  across.  They  are  not  varied,  like  the  moun> 
tains  of  Chan-tongy  by  bold  elevations  and  depressions,  ,  but 
present  a  long  russet  outline  of  shallow  indentures.  In  the 
spring,  A^hen  the  snows  melt,  I  should  suppose  most,  of  this 
plain  to  be  under  water.  During  all  this  day,  the  neat  hus- 
bandry of  the  country,  the  industry  of  the  people,  and  the 
air  of  business  that  appears  in  tbdr  faces,  the  goodness 
of  the  road,  and  the  circumstance  of  travelling  in  a  post^ 
chaise,  almost  made  me  ima^ne  mysdf  in  England,  and  re- 
called a  thousand  pleasing  ideas  to  my  remembrance. 

Tuesday,  September  Sd.  From ,  JNan-c/ivf-jee,  which  wc 
left  this  morning  at  five  A.  M.  we  reached  the  suburbs  of 
Hoai-zeott-ihitn,  a  city  of  the  third  order,  (eight  miles  an4  .a 
half,)  in  less  than  two  hours ;  and  after  breakfasting  there,- 
-vve  in  two  hours  and  a  half  more  (twelve  miles)  came  to  a 
palace  of  the  eraperor  near  Min-i/u-shien,  a  city  of  the  thiwl 
ci  drr  also,  were  we  propose  to  sleep.  The  road  much  the 
same  as  yesterday.  The  mountains  were  tumbled  about 
very  agreeably,  and  must  have  a  chearful  appearance  when 
clothed  witli  verdure ;  at  j)resent  they  arc  very  brown  arid 
dusky.   They  have  not  the  slii^litest  volcanic  character,  but 
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much  resemble  tlic  mountains  about  \'cllore  in  the  Caniatic« 
beiog  of  various  shapes  and  magnitudes,  each  standing;  on 
its  own  basis,  and  rising  singly  froiii  a  circiimfercnt  level,  and 
often  croHned  with  trees  and  pagodas.    Some  of  them  ap- 
peared to  have  been  originally  conical,  and  rounded  off  or 
shortened  by  the  lapse  of  time.    At  abont  two-thirds  of  the 
way,  betiveen  lIoai-xeoH-ahkn  and  M'n'}i-iiu-shivn,  we  passed 
a  n\ci  (whose  course  is  southward)  over  a  bridge  built  on 
caissoons  of  wattles  filled  with  stones.    I  undei^itand  that 
such  bridsjc's  are  very  common  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  caisscKHib  are  of  difTeicnt  dimensions  according  to  the 
spread  of  the  flood  :  they  are  from  four  to  eig:ht  feet  broad, 
and  their  IcngtJis  arc  ecjual  So  the  width  of  tlic  bridge.  The 
distances  between  them  also  vary.    They  arc  usually  about 
once  and  a  halt  the  brcadtli  of  the  caissoons.    Tlie  caissoons 
111*6  fixed  by  perpcndicuku  spa^^  more  or  less  fre()uent,  ac- 
cordini;  to  the  depth  of  the  rivci  aad  lapiJity  of  the  current. 
In  bioad,  or  navigable  streams,  this  caissoon  work  is  discon- 
t  inued  in  the  middle,  and  large  flat-bottomed  boats  are  .sub- 
stituted.   Over  tlie  whole  ai"c  laid  planks,  hurdles,  and  clay. 
When  the  empemr  is  expected  to  pass,  additional  bridges 
are  constructed.   Near  tliis  place  a  part  of  the  great  waif, 
stretclung  over  a  high  steep  hill,  tras  visible  on  our  left,  dis* 
taut  about  oine  or  ten  miles  from  tlie  road. 

Itiis  evening  a  Tartar  officer  of  high  rank,  and  commander 
of  tbc  troops  in  this  district,  paid  ns  a  vbit  and  brought 
a  smaM  present  of  fruit  and  sweetmeats ;  a  sensible  gentle- 
manlik^  man  and  sufficiently  informed,  as  appeared  in  his 
conversation,  of  the  pre-eminence  of  Great  Britain  in  Europe* 
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as  a  civiliaedt  uigeoioiii»  and  powerful  nation.  Vathta-gm, 
tbou^^  deooiated  with  the  same  button  and  jof  tiie  same  mi* 
litary  rank,  yet  would' scarcely  ventnie  to  sit  down  in  ius 
piesence,  so  gieat  is  the  respect  afiected  by  the  Chineie  to- 
wards the  lifters  of  the  court. 

Wednesday,  September  4ih.   Our  first  stage  this  morning 
from  Mien-tfu-ahieny  was  about  six  miles  and  a  half  to  a  . 
bonse's  temple  called  Kiow-^ong-t^Utt^t  and  our  next  was  of 
fifteen  miles  to  You-chin*$a,  where  we  have  dined  and  shall 
sleep.  Near  this  palace  is  a  small  walled  town  called  Che-siou, 
resembling,  in  the  mode  of  its  fortification  and  defence, 
most  of  the  other  cities  which  we  have  passed  through  in 
China.    And  here  I  must  say  a  ^^•(m\  or  two  on  the  subject 
of  them :  they  have  usually  lour  or  five  rectangular  projec- 
tions from  each  front,    according  to  tlieir  size,  answering 
the  purpose  of  bastions,  and  are  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
cmh  other.    They  contain  generally  three  or  four  embra*  » 
surcji  in  front  and  two  in  each  flank,  and  arc  distant  from 
centre  to  centre  three  yards.    The  walls-arc  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty-five  feet  high  ;  the  gates  are  defended  hy  prn|ectious 
of  di<ituoiit  hgures  and  dimensions,  hut  usually  of  Ibrty  or 
fifty  yards  stjuare ;  sometimes  the  angl<  s  are  taken  ofi"  by  a 
<-nfvc,  and  somelinicfi  the  whole  projection  is  semicircular.  » 
'Hiis  sjwu.'c  IS  entered  from  wiilioiit  in  some  instances  in  the 
froiit,  l^iit  ofteucr  in  one  of  the  flanks.    A  second  gate  then 
opens  into  the  toun,  in  the  middle  of  that  ^de  oS  the  incio- 
^ce  that  is  fcNrmed  by  the  city  wall.  These  are,  1  understand^ 
the  general  principles  of  defence  that  prevail  in-  China.  Tha  J. 
walk  are  seldom  6uiround)Bd  by  a  re^gular  ditch»  or  strength* 
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encd  by  outworks.  Where  theae  cities  happen  to  stand 
upon  a  canal,  a  small  branch  of  it  is  sometimes  led  round 

them.    Artificial  mounts  are  often  to  be  found  within  sliort 
coniuiauding  distances,  probably  raised  in  very  ancient  times. 
1  never  saw  artillery  mounted  on  the  walls  oi"  any  of  these 
fortified  towns,  and  I  suspect  they  have  none  in  their  arse- 
nals.   Chou-ta-gin  suvs  it  is  not  necessary,  as  no  enemies 
with  artillery  are  to  be  apprehended.    The  chief  use  there- 
fore of  walled  towns  at  j^resent  is  for  securing  the  treasure, 
tributes,  and  taxes  of  the  emperor  as  they  are  receixed,  for 
the  proLcclion  of  the  public  granaries,  and  for  the  safety  of 
the  prisons.    The  road  this  day,  though  very  rough,  has  been 
pleasant  and  romantic  ;  it  is  uphill  the  whole  n  ay  and  so, 
I  find,  it  will  continue  to  Gehol.    Cultivation  now  is  seldom 
practicable  except  on  the  edges  of  rivers.    Great  numbers 
of  goats  and  iiorses  appear  from  time  to  time  on  tlie  moun- 
tains, and  run  along  the  most  dangerous  precipices  without 
apprehension  or  accident.    In  the  course  of  these  last  two 
days,  both  Van-fa-gin  and  Chou-fa-gin  took  their  turns  to 
come  into  the  post-chaise  with  me,  and  were  inexpressibly 
pleased   and   astonished  with  its  easine;;^,  lightness,  and 
rapidity,  the  ingenuity  of  the  spring,  and  tlie  variotis  con- 
trivances for  raising  and  lowering  the  glasses,  curtains,  and 
jcalousys. — At  one  place  where  I  alighted,  T  saw  a  beautiful 
.■weeping  willow  hanging  over  a  sweet  pastoral  stream  on  one 
side  of  the  road ;  it  measured  fifteen  feet  in  the  g^itl^  at  eight 
feet  above  the  ground. — It  came  out  in  conversation  that  the 
legate  has  never  dispatched  my  letter  to  Sir  Erasmus  Gower, 
and  this  day  he  has  returned  it  to  me,  with  a  trifling  ezcute 
for  not  sending  it  away.   He  said,  it  did  not  appear  from 
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what  i  toki  him  to  be  of  any  importance,  and  in  truth  it  was* 
of  very  little.    Wiiat  can  be  the  iiieaomg  of  this  ?  To-morrow 
he  is  to  leave  us,  in  order  that  he  nmy  aet  to  Gehol  a  day 
or  two  sooner>  and  have  things  readj  there  for  our  re- 
ception. 

Thursday,  September  5th.    Fiom  You-clnn-sn  to  Cou-peC' 
kiouy  where  we  stopped  to  breakfast,  arc  thirteen  miles.  About 
the  half  way,  the  road  ascends  u  steep  hill  and  passes  thr<)u  <j;h 
Min^narirtienf  which  stands  on  the  summit,  and  signifies  the 
gate  of  the  southern  Heaven.    Betueen  Min-nan-tien  and 
the  great  wall,  which  now  b^ns  to  shew  itself,  is  a  valley 
of  considerable  extent  and  of  uncommon  picturcstjuc  beauty, 
watered  by  a  clear  winding  stream.    The  sides  of  the  valley 
are  formed  by  rocky  mountains,  not  sloping  but  risincr  al- 
most perpendicular! I'  at  right  angles  froni  the  phiiu.  These 
mountains,  gradually  approaching  ahnost  dose  to  the  pas- 
sage, leave  only  a  narrow  detilc  or  ravine,  tiirough  which 
there  is  barely  room  for  the  road  and  a  small  rivulet  that 
runs  in  the  bottom.    Across  the  road  is  built  a  tower  of  eigh- 
teen feet  wide  (with  the  gate  in  the  centre)  and  forty-five  feet 
long.    This  pass  had  been  ionnerly  quite  closed  by  the  side 
Walls  of  the  tower  continuing  up  the  hills,  both  on  the  cast 
and  west,  but  on  the  latter  it  is  now  open  ;  for  both  the  arch, 
through  which  room  had  been  left  for  the  stream  to  flow, 
and  the  wall  raised  upon  the  arch,  have  been  destroyed,  and 
there  now  appears  a  complete  diflruption  of  the  whole  from 
top  to  bottom,    liiroagh  the  lower  gate  we  proceeded  on  for 
a  considerable  way,  I  suppose  near  a  thpusand  yards,  through 
a  laige  extent  of  ground  with  several  houses  built  upon  it^ 
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and  encloficd  by  high  walls  connected  with  the  great  one,  till 
we  came  to  another  gate,  and  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Com- 
jie-Arioii,  which  is  very  populous,  and  strongly  enclosed  by  two 
or  three  lows  of  walls,  which  at  a  few  miles  distance  convei^ 
together,  and  unite  with  the  main  one.  After  breakfast  we 
set  out  from  Cou-pe-kiott,  in  order  to  visit  this  rrlfhrated  wall, 
which  wc  had  heard  such  wonders  of,  nnd  alter  passing 
through  the  outermost  gate  on  the  Tartar  side,  ^^■e  begaii  our 
percgiination  on  foot,  there  l)eing  no  other  method  ot  ap- 
proach. In  less  than  half  an  hour,  after  travelling  over  ^  ery 
rouiih  ground,  we  at  last  arrived  at  a  breach  in  tljc  wall,  In' 
which  we  ascended  to  the  top  of  it.  I  shall  here  minute 
down  all  the  particulars  relative  to  it,  which  I  can  either  re- 
collect uij'self,  or  have  been  remioded  of  by  luy  cQm|)anioiis. 

Tiic  wall  is  built  o(  a  bluei>.li  colored  ])rlck,  not  burned 
but  dried  in  the  sun  *,  and  raised  upon  a  stone  luundatioa, 
andt  as  measured  from  the  ground  on  the  side  next  Tartary, 

•  Neff. — From  tTic  color  of  tlic  bricl;,  wc  were  IcJ  to  imagine  that  they  had  not 
felt  the  fire,  but  i  have  been  since  aMured  firom  f^ooA  authority  that  tbej  were 
eauialj  burnt  in  a  kiln. 

I  have  fccdfcd  dtefellowiog  opidm  «ii  dna  nibjeet  fnm  Doctor  GOIn. 

Tlic  appeanmce  and  color  of  tlic  bricl-s  of  the  great  wall  of  C'nna  r  .rc  renson  to 
suspect  that  they  had  nerer  been  burnt  in  kilns,  but  only  bake  '  i  r]  c  sun.  As  they 
bovB  to  long  reaiitcd  the  influence  of  time  and  weather,  it  appeared  worth  while  to 
aieeituo  die  fact  bf  etperinent.  h  h  nam  wdH  known  fnm  Mr.  Wedgwood'* 
experiments,  that  any  mass  of  clny  or  brick  always  contracts  in  nil  its  dinicniions, 
when  exposed  to  the  action  of  fire  ;  that  this  contraction  increases  in  proportion  as 
die  beat  b  atcieaMdy  and  that  the  maw  doea  not  return  to  its  fbnner  dimensions 
•Aer  it  it  withdrawn  (nm  tlie  6n»  bat  Manim  iti  die  aame  itatexf  contraction  dll 
h  be  «po*td  afresh  to  another  degree  of  hcnt  superior  to  tlwt  In  which  it  haJ  been 
before.  From  these  facts,  it  was  easy  to  ascertain  \:hcthcr  the  bricks  of  the  great 
'waiSL  bad  beettbam^  or  ontj  baked  in  the  sun. 
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it  is  about  twenty-six  feet  high  in  tlio  poipeiidicular.  Tlie 
stone  foundation  is  formed  of  two  coui*scs  of  granite,  equal 
to  twenty-four  inches.  From  thence  to  the  parapet,  includ- 
ing the  cordon,  which  is  six  inches,  are  nineteen  feet  four 
inches,  the  ])arapct  is  four  feet  eight  inches.  From  the 
stone  JoLindation  lo  tlic  cordon  arc  litty-cight  rows  of  bricks, 
and  ubf^vo  the  cordon  arc  fourteen  rows ;  and  each  row, 
allowing  tor  the  interstices  of  tiie  mortar,  and  the  ii]scrtion  of 
the  cordon,  may  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  tour  inciies  per 
brick.  Thus  then  filty-eight  and  fourteen  bricks,  equal  to 
seventy-two,  give  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  inches,  or 


BzPEitiiiKirr  TiKft. 

A  piece  of  the  brick  was  cut  into  tlie  form  of  a  cubcj  and  its  dimensions  accu- 
ntdy  meanmd  hf  meam  of  a  giidaited  «cate  and  compaas,  before  it  was  put  into 

die  fire.  It  was  then  put  into  a  common  kitchen  fire  of  wood,  where  it  remained 
for  an  hour.  As  the  heat  of  such  a  fire  is  much  greater  than  what  the  briclis 
could  have  received  from  baking  in  the  sun,  tlic  cube  must  have  contracted  rcvf 
ooosidenbly  bad  it  not  been  originally  burnt*  as  bricks  usually  are.  Upon  taking 
k  out  of  the  fire*  it  was  found  not  to  hare  suffered  any  dimension  of  size,  ordiang? 
of  color.  This  experiment  proved  thnt  the  brick  must  have  originally  undergone  a 
beat  at  least  equal  to  that  of  a  kitchen  fire,  and  conscqucntlj^  that  tltey  were  burnt 
inkUn». 

Experiment  .Sfconu. 

The  same  cube  was  nfccrwnrds  put  into  a  fire  of  pit-coal,  which  was  blown  hv  a 
bcUows,  so  as  to  excite  a  white  heat.  It  was  left  in  the  fire  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  ahd'when  taken  out,  it  wai  found  very  sensibly  contracted  in  all  its 
dimensions,  and  bad  become  of  a  dark  red  color. 

.  Tliis  experiment  pro^-cd  the  general  proposition,  and  shcwcil  that  the  bricic  liad 
not  originally  been  exposed  to  so  great  a  heat  as  that  of  the  forge  fire.  The  chanj;^ 
of  color  was  owing  to  two  causes,  partly  to  the  greater  calcination  of  the  iron 
eiiiting  in  die  original  clay  of  the  brick,  and  partly  to  the  iron  oootalned  in  the 
edwa  and  Korias  of  die  pit«oal.  .H>  G> 
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twcnty-taur  feet,  which,  together  with  the  stone  foundatiun, 
make  twenty-six  feet.  The  wall  on  the  inside,  I  presume, 
measures  nearly  the  same.  At  the  bottom  the  walls  are  five 
feet  thick,  and  diminish  gradually  as  they  rise,  being  only  two 
feet  four  inches  at  the  cordon,  and  one  foot  and  a  half  at  the 
top  of  the  parapet.  The  space  or  ferrepkine  between  the 
Willis,  which  is  filled  with  earth  and  rubbish  up  to  the  level  of 
the  bottom  of  the  cordon,  and  paved  witli  square  bricks*  » 
eleven  feet  in  the  clear,  so  that  there  is  room  for  two  coaches 
or  five  horsemen  abreast.  This  great  wall  is  strengthened  and 
defended  by  square  towers  at  one  hundred  and  fiftj  to  two  hun- 
dred feet  distance.  They  arc  of  different  dimensions.  I  entered 
one  which  projected  eighteen  feet  from  the  rampart  on  the  Tar« 
tar  side ;  there  is  no  projection  on  the  Chinese  side.  It  is  forty 
feet  long  at  the  bottom,  and  gradually  diminishes  so  as  to  form 
a  square  of  only  thirty  feet  at  the  tcrrepleinc .  The  perpendaiclar 
height  is  about  thirty-six  feet  eight  inches.  Tliis  tower  stands 
on  four  courses  of  stone,  each  course  equal  to  fourteen  incbes^ 
which  gives  fifty-six  inclies»  or  four  feet  eight  inches;  and 
above  the  stone  work  to  the  top  of  the  parapet  are  trinety-six 
rows  of  brick,  which  at  four  inches  to  csich  brick,  and  making 
allowance,  as  before,  for  the  cordon,  produce  three  hundred 
and  eighty-four  inches,  or  thirt3'-tivo  feet.  Total  thirty-six: 
feet  eight  inches.  I1ie  pi^rapet  of  the  wall  is  cut  with  em- 
brasures at  nine  feet  distance  from  centre  to  centre,  and 
ihere  are  loop  holes  between  the  embrasures  of  twrive  inches 
lot^  and  ten  wide,  and  scarped  away  below,  which  appear 
much  better  calculated  for  musquetry  titan  for  ano^ws.  This 
circumstance,  together  with  that  of  the  soles  of  the  embra- 
sures of  the  tower  betog  pierced,  as  we  observed,  with  small' 
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Iiole.s,  simiiar  to  those  used  in  Eiiiope  for  receiving  the  swi- 
vels of  AvaU-pieccs,  would  seem  to  countenance  a  oonjcctore 
tlmt  the  Chinese  had  the  use  of  some  sort  of  fire  anns  in  very 
nnricnt  times;  fur  all  their  writings  »grec  that  this  wall  wat 
built  above  two  hundred  years  before  tiie  Christian  a:ra. 

It  is  carried  on  in  a  curvilinear  direction,  oflcn  over  thr 
steepest,  highest,  jtnd  craggiest  mountains,  as  I  observed  iii 
Severn  1  places,  and  measures  upwards  of  one  thousand  five 
lunulrcd  utiles  in  length  from  its  cotnmencement  in  the  gulph 
of  Pe-c/fc-li  in  tl»e  province  of  Lea-tongt  east  of  Pekin,  to  its 
termination  in  the  pro\'ince  of  CAen-^,  west  of  Pekin. 

If  the  other  parts  of  it  be  similar  to  those  which  I  have 
seen,  it  is  certainly  the  most  stupendous  work  of  human 
hands,  for  I  imagine,  thatif  the  outUne  of  all  Uie  masonry  of  all 
tlia  forts  and  fortified  places  in  the  whole  world  besides  were 
to  be  caksulatcd,  it  would  considerably  short  of  that  of 
the  great  wall  of  China.  At  the  remote  |jeriod  of  its  buildings 
Cluna  must  not  only  have  been  a  very  powerful  empire,  but 
a  Tpry  wise  and  vutuous  nation ;  or  at  least  to  have  had  such 
foresight,  and  such  regard  for  posterity,  as  to  establish  at 
once  what  was  thcu  thought  a  perpetual  security  for  them 
against  future  invasion,  chusing  to  load  herself  with  an  enor- 
mous expence  of  immediate  hibor  and  treasure^  rather  than 
to  leave  succeeding  generations  to  a  precarious  dependance 
on  contingent  resources.  She  must  also  have  had  uncom* 
inon  vigilance  and  discernment,  so  as  to  profit  by  every  cur- 
rent evcntr  and  to  seize  the  proper  moment  of  tranquiUity  for 
executing  so  extensive  and  difficult  an  enterprise.   But  ba» 
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sides  n  defence  against  her  enemies,  slu;  possibly  had  otiicr 
ohj('(  ts  in  view.  She  miffht  intend  it  to  shut  out  from  the 
fertile  provinces  of  Cliina  tlie  numerous  and  ferocious  beasts 
of  the  wilds  of 'lurtary,  to  ascertain  and  fix  her  boundary,  and 
to  pievenf  emigration.  Till  the  establishment  of  the  present 
dyiuisly  on  tlic  tlirone,  sijc  seems  to  have  entertained  no  pro- 
jects of  forciijn  eon(|uests  ;  and  it  is  still  a  favorite  })oint  of 
her  policy  to  confine  her  subjects  within  the  limits  of  the  em- 
pire. Those  who  depart  from  China  without  licence  are  ine- 
vitably punished  with  the  utmost  rigor,  if  ever  brought  back. 
The  wall  is  still,  in  some  places  which  I  saw,  quite  perfect 
and  entire,  and  looks  as  if  recently  built,  or  repaired,  hut  in 
general  it  is  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  falling  fast  to  decay, 
very  little  care  being  taken  to  preserve  it.  Indeed,  at  pre- 
sent, its  utility  in  point  of  defence  seems  to  be  almost  at  an 
end  ;  for  the  emperor  now  roioning  has  exteiuled  his  territory 
so  far  beyond  it,  that  [  doubt  whether  liis  dominions  without 
the  wall  are  inferior  to  those  within  it. 

It  was  not  without  a  little  luanagemcnt  that  we  contrived 
to  examine  this  wall  so  much  ut  our  leisure,  for  some  of  our 
conductors  appeared  mther  uneasy,  or  impatient  at  the  length 
of  our  stay  upon  it.  They  were  astonished  at  our  curiosity, 
and  almoKt  began  to  suspect  us,  1  believe,  of  dangerous  de^ 
signs.  Van- fa-gin  and  Chou-ta-ghiy  though  th^  had- passed 
it  twenty  times  before,  had  never  visited  it  but  once,,  a  few  of 
the  otiier  attenduig  mandarines  had  never  visited  it  at  all.. 


From  Cott-pe-ArtoiP are  eleven  miles  to  Liau4ttng--fong,\A&di 
ends  this  day's  journey.   A  little  incident  has  happened  at. 
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diu  place  which  strongly  marks  the  jealousy  that  subsists  be- 
tween the  Chinese  and  the  Tartars.  A  Tartar  servant  of  the 
lowest  chiss  attending  at  the  palace,  had,  it  seems,  stolen 
some  of  the  utensils  furnislied  for  our  accommodation,  and 
when  taxed  witfi  the  tiieft  by  Van-ta'^i?t  and  Cfiou-ta-sriii,  an- 
swered with  'io  much  im jicrtincncc,  tliut  they  ordered  liim  to 
be  snmrtly  i)aniboocd  on  the  spot.  Tlie  iiu  nt  he  was  re- 
ieasetl,  lie  broke  out  into  the  most  insolent  expressions,  and- 
insisted  that  a  Chinese  ni;iiKhuine  had  no  right  to  bamboo  a 
Tartar  without  side  of  the  great  wall.  The  punishment  was 
however  repeated,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  him  not 
only  restore  the  stolen  goods,  but  repent,  I  believe,  of  his  to- 
pographical objection  to  it.  I  suspect,  however,  that  there 
vas  some  sort  of  ground  for  his  distinction,  but  that  the  com- 
mission of  our  conductors  was  sutticieiiUy  extensive  to  over- 
rule it^  and  supersede  any  local  imnmnitirs  ♦.  Qhou-ta-gin 
tells  me  he  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  my  proposal  rcla* 
five  to  the  ceremosial  will  be  approved  of. 

Friday,  September  6th.-  Our  journey  to-day  was  very 
short,  it  being  only  thirteen  miles  ffom  Uoa-kiiig-foug  to 
Ckiag-ehttng-^Ut  where  mean  to  sleep.  The  ferlher  we 
advance  among  the  mountains^  we  finck  the-  weather  grow 
eolder.  It  was  remarkably  sharp  this  morning,  although 
yesterday  the  thermometer  (Farenheit's)  stood*  at  B%  and 
at  78. the  day  before..  We  now  observe^  many  people  with  > 
very  lai^  goitres,  or.  yteaa  growing  on  .  the  outside  of  theii 

*  Qtt  dm  occamii  Jdukia-pM  conU  mt  help  sajriog  to  oariiOerpreter,  '*  A-T«i>  - 
twwin  alwi|s  be  a.l^nnw'' 
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throats*  aa  m  the  Valais  and  the  lirol.  The  snow  lies  here 
-several  months  in  the  year,  and  to  the  nse  of  snow  water  the 
Chinese  attribute  tliis  deformity ;  how  justly  I  know  not,  but 
k  is  certain  that  there  arc  no  goitres  to  be  seen  in  the  south- 
ern provinces,  where  probably  tlie  wateks  are  not  less  impfeg- 
nated  with  the  tufo  stone  than  in  tlic  northern  ones.  The' 
country  here  indeed  has  a  very  Alpine  appearance,  much  re- 
sembling Savoy  and  Swisserland.  This  evening  our  interpret 
ter  amused  us  Avith  an  extract  from  one  of  the  TkiMmg 
gaaettes,  which  seem  to  be  much  on  a  par  with  our  own 
newspapers  for  wit  niul  authenticity.  In  an  account  given 
tbere  of  the  presents  sjiid  to  be  brought  for  tiie  emperor  from 
£ngiand,  the  followiu«>;  articles  arc  mentioned  :  Several  dwarfs, 
or  little  men,  not  twelve  inches  liigli,  but  in  form  and  intel- 
lect as  perfect  as  grenadiers ;  an  depliant,  not  iar.>(  r  than  a 
cat ;  and  a  hoi-se  tlie  siae  of  a  mouse ;  a  singtag  bird  as  big  as 
a  hen,  that  feeds  upon  cliaroonl,  and  devours  usually  fifty 
pounds  per  day  :  niuf,  Instly,  an  er.clintited  pillow,  on  which, 
wlioovrr  lays  his  liead,  immediately  falls  asleep ;  and  if  he 
dreams  of  any  distant  place,  such  as  Canton,  Formosa,  or 
Europe,  is  instantly  transported  thitlicr,  without  tlic  fatigue 
of  travclliiinr.  'J'his  little  anecdote,  however  ri(?irnl()U8,  I 
iliought  it  would  uot  be  tair  to  leave  out  of  my  journal. 

Saturday',  S<  iit(  iuImt  7tli.  From  Chin-chan-i/ou  are  eleven 
miJes  to  fVctn-ka-i/oiif  whcrt-  we  stopt  to  breakfast ;  and  trom 
fi  an-k(i-i/nu  Ui  Co-la-cliv-iion  arc  seven  miles  more;  here  wo 
have  dined  and  propose  to  sleep.  The  road  to-day  lias 
bccu  very  rough  and  stony.  The  cuuutry  opt  ns  and  grow.<i 
less  rooiautic,  but  still  pleasant. 
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Sunday,  September  8th.  This  morning  v>e  set  out  from 
Co-ia-clio-jjou,  which  is  t\relve  miles  from  Gehol,  and  ob- 
served, as  we  "passed,  a  vcr}'  remarkable  appearance  on  the 
right  hand  of  thr  road,  called  Schwang-ta-sliang ;  it  is  a 
double  rock  on  ihc  lop  of  a  hiirh  hill,  rising  np  quite  bare 
from  its  base,  somewhat  rcsembhng  what  the  Needles  were 
a  few  years  since.  It  is  perforated  in  two  places,  the  one 
near  the  liottom,  and  the  other  ctjuulistant  from  the  (op. 
Hie  heicriii  of  the  highest  part  of  the  rocic  Irom  the  base  is 
about  two  111  1  in  lied  and  thirty  feet.  We  stopped  at  Qunri-itr- 
long,  two  miles  short  of  Cehol,  in  ortlcr  to  dress  and  marshal 
the  procession  for  my  public  entry,  it  was  arranged  ia  the 
^iollowiiig  maimer^  aad  nade  a  rec^  splendid  shew: 

Aa  huodced  Maadanaea  oa  laneiaask*. 

LbatetaiiUxiIoDet  Sensoa.. 

Four  JAght  Dragoons.. 
Fuar  Light  Dragposs; 

laeatsnant  Parish. 

Drum.  Fife. 

Km*  Artillery  Men- 
Fear  Artillery  Men- 
Four  Aitillerjrlileii. 

A  Corporal  of  Artillery. 

Lieutenant  €reir.. 
^  Four  hifwatrf. 

Four  lafairify.. 
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Four  Infantry. 
Tour  infantry. 

A  Serjeant  of  Infantry, 

Two  Servants  in  a  rich  green  and  gold  Jivcrj. 
Two  Servants  in  Ditto. 
Two  Servants  in  Ditto. 
Two  Servants  in  Ditto. 

TC. 

Two  Couriers  in  Ditto. 

Two  Musicians  in  Ditto. 
Two  Musicians  in  Ditto. 
Two  Musicians  in  Ditto. 


In  a  uniform  of  scatlet 


Two  Gentlemen  of  the  Embassy 

Two  Gentlemen  of  the  Embassy  y  ^  •  *  j  •  u  u 
Two  GenUemen  of  the  Embassy  J  embroidered  with  gold. 


Lord  Macartney  1       ,  ... 

-  V  Inachanot. 

Sir  George  Staunton  and  SonJ 

A  Servant  in  lu  cry  behind  Ditto, 

We  were  near  two  hours  from  Quon'Ur-loTig  to  the  palace 
prepared  for  us  at  Gehol,  which  is  spacious  and  conve- 
nient. All  the  bag^ge»  presents,  &c.  &c.  were  already  ar- 
rived before  us. 


Being  now  at  the  end  of*  our  journey,  I  shall  here  insert 
a  few  notes  and  observations,  before  I  proceed  to  a  detail  of 
our  transactions  at  this  place. 
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Abttraet«fike  Bouiefrom  Fekm  io  Gehol 

Eng.  Milct. 

From  the  Ambassadoi's  house  to  the  gate  4i 
IVom  Pekin  to  C/mi^-Ao         .      .  5 

To£tii*cM  •  •  11 

To  Nan^hut'iee  .  .  (jj 
To  Hotd'sieu^dm        -  %\ 

To  Men-yu-kim        .         .  12 
To  KiourMMg-ehang         -    '      •  6f 

To  VoU'Chm-ia        -         - ,  15 

To  Cou-pe^kiou        •    ,      •  13 


82 


Enter  Tar f art/. 

Vvum  Cou-pe-kiou  to  Ltonrking'-fai^  11 

To  Ching-chttt^fou           -         -  Iflf 

To  Wan-ka-you         *         -  11 

To  Cola-choa-you             -  7 

To  Quon-ur-long            -             -  lO 

To  the  Ambassador's  house  at  Gehoi  2 


  54, 

Totalise 


Our  journey  upon  the  whole  has  been  very  pleasiuit  and, 
bcuig  divided  into  seven  days,  not  at  all  fatiguing.  At  the 
end  of  cvcrv  sta<:e  we  have  been  lodtjed  and  entertained  in 
the  wings  or  houses  adjoining  to  the  emperor's  palaces.  These 
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palaces,  which  occur  ;it  sliort  distances  from  each  other  on  • 
the  road,  have  been  built  for  his  reception,  on  liis  annual  visit 
to  Tartary.  They  are  constructed  ni)on  nearly  the  same 
plan,  and  in  the  same  taste,  'iliey  front  ti)e  south,  and  arc 
usually  situated  on  irregular  ground,  near  the  ba»es  of  gentle 
hills,  which,  together  with  their  adjoining  vallics,  are  inclosed 
by  high  walls,  and  laid  out  in  parks  and  pleasure  grounds 
with  every  possible  attention  to  pictnrcs(]nr  beaut}'.  When- 
ever Avatcr  rail  be  brought  into  the  \  i(^\v,  it  is  not  nculoctecl  ; 
the  distant  hills  arc  jilnnted,  cultivated,  or  lel't  naked,  ac- 
cording to  their  acconii)aninieiits  in  the  ])rospect.  The  wall 
is  often  concealed  in  a  sunk  lencc,  in  order  to  give  an  idea 
of  greater  extent.  A  Chinese  gardener  is  the  painter  of 
nature,  and  though  totally  ignorant  of  perspective  as  a 
science,  produces  the  ha[)picst  effects,  by  the.  nianagenient 
or  rather  })encilling  of  distances,  if  I  may  nsc  the  expres- 
sion, by  relieving  or  keeping  down  the  features  of  the  scene, 
by  contrasting  trees  of  a  bright,  with  those  of  a  dusky  foliage, 
by  bringing  them  forward,  or  throwing  them  back,  according 
to  their  bulk  and  their  figure,  and  by  introducing  buildings 
of  different  dimensions,  either  heightened  by  strong  coloring, 
or  softened  by  simplicity,  and  omission  ol"  ornament. 

The  common  road  from  Pckin  to  Gehol  is,  in  general^ 
pretty  gpod  for  the  two  first  days,  but  I  must  observe,  that 
theve  is  another  road  pamlld  to  it,  which  is  laid  off  for  the 
sole  use  of  the  sovereign,  no  other  person  being  permitted  to 
travel  upon  it,  a  circumstance  of  imperial  appropriation, 
which  I  do  not  fccollect  even  in  Musc6vj  or  Austria. '  As  the 
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emperor  is  expocjked  to  retum  to  Pekin  in  tlie  latter  end  of 
tliis  month,  the  repair  of  this  road  is  already  hcgun,  and  we 
calculated  that  in  the  hundred  and  thirtf-six  miles,  ftom 
Pekin  to  Gehoi,  above  twenty  three  thousand  troops  were 
employed  upon  it.  They  arc  usually  divided  into  working 
parties  of  ten  men  to  every  hundred  yards. 

Almost  dose  to  the  road,  at  various  distances,  are  towers 

or  military'  posts  (about  one  to  every  five  miles)  each  post 
liaviii^^  from  six  to  fifteen  soldiers  attached  to  it,  who  all 
turned  out,  as  wc  passed  nlon<T,  jiiid  fired  a  salute  for  ns 
i'vom  three  small  chambers  of"  iron,  fixed  veriically  in  the 
grouiul,  wlulf;  a  brass  goug  rallied  upon  tlie  parade,  and  a 
ycUow  iiag  tluttered  on  the  battlements. 

'Hic  garrison  of  CjcIioI,  during  the  emperor's  residence^, 
is  about  a  hundred  thousauti  men. 

Gtbol,  Sunday,  September  8th  continued.  Soon  after  we  ar^ 
rived  at  this  place,  the  legate  came  and  gave  roe  back  ray  paper 
about  the  ceremonial,  and  said  that  if  I  delivered  it  myself  to 
the  minister  I  should  receive  the  answer.  Our  interpreter  also 
came  and  told  me  from  Van-fa-gm  and  Chou-ta-gin,  that 
the  emperor  had  seen  my  entry  and  procession  from  one  or 
tlic  heights  of  his  park,  and  was  much  pleased  with  them; 
and  that  he  had  immediately  ordered  the  first  minister  and 
another  colao  to  wait  upon  ma  In  the  mean  time  Van-ta-^ 
gin  and  Chou'ta-gin  themselves  arrived  and  told  me,  that 
as  there  would  not  Ixt  sufficient  room  in  my  apartment  for 
all  the  first  minister's  suite,  he  the  first  minister  hoped  X 
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\ir*ottid  excuse  him  from  coming  to  toe  in  person,  and  that 
it  would  be  the  same  thing  if  I  would  be  so  good  as  to  go 
to  him:  he  added,  that  the  first  minbter  had  received  ft. 
hurt  in  his  knee,  which  rendered  it  inconvenient  and  pain- 
ful to  him  to  move  much  about.  It  being  very  hot  weather, , 
and  the  servants  greatly  hurried  and  fatigued  with  the 
operations  of  tJic  day,  and  our  bag^ge*  &c.  not  being  yet 
unpacked,  or  put  into  order,  I  excused  myself  with  a  civil 
compliment,  but  told  them,  that  if  there  was  any  business 
necessary  to  mention  immediately.  Sir  George  Staunton 
should  attend  the  first  minister  in  the  evening.  They  then 
informed  me,  that  tlie  Tartar  legate  had  been  censured  by 
the  emperor,  for  some  misrepresentations  with  regard  to 
the  embassy,  and  had  been  already  punished  by  a  degra- 
dation of  three  ranks  *.  Soon  after  several  Mandarines  of 
high  rank  eanic  to  visit  me,  some  of  tliein  wearing  yellow 
vests,  wiiich  are  marks  of  particular  favor  from  the  emperor. 

The  minister  having  signified  a  desire  this  afternoon  of  see- 
ing Sir  George  Slaunton,  he  immediately  went  with  his  son. 

and  nnr  interpreter  to  tlie  mtnister'.s  house,  ^vhich  is  a!)Ove  a 
luilc  from  my  hotel,  having  passed  througli  a  great  part  ofthe 
town  of  Geliol  in  his  uay  to  it.  There  he  found  the  legHle 
at  the  door,  wlio  coiulueted  Itiin  to  nn  apartment  where  the 
minister  was  sitting,  attended  by  four  other  colaos,  all  iiaving 

••The  emperor  having  heard,  that  1  bad  his  picture  in  my  cabin  on  board  the 
jLioa,.adKd.  the  IqgaK  vrfiether  it  was  like  Uni,  vpon         it  ttnw  twt  tint  die 


.  w.  —  -i   — V  —  ^— .  ....  «|nn.  wuwu  K  CHK  VHV  VOK  UK 

legate  h:u\  never  been  near  the  Lion,  which  lie  liatl  been  ordered  tp  ^wL  U  wn- 
said,  that  he  wac  afraid  of  the  water,  and  titerefore  wooM  Miventoie,  BtrttHlMittT 
ins  Oiat  1m  eonlito  WMld  he  ^ioovcrcd.. 
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led  buttons  on  their  caps*  and  two  of  tbcm  dressed  in  y^Iow 
vests.  On  Sir  Geofge's  return,  I  found  that  the  minister's 
ol:gects  were  to  know  the  contents  of  the  king's  letter  to  the 
emperor  (of  which  a  copy  was  accordingly  promised  to  be 
given  to  him),  and  to  contrive  means  of  avoiding*  if  possible, 
the  compliments  to  his  majesty,  in  return  for  my  compliance 
widi  the  Chinese  ceremony,  as  proposed  in  my  paper,  which 
it  was  apparent  the  minister  had  seen  before  the  legate  had 
given  it  back  to  me.  Sir  Geoi^  now  delivered  it  to  the  ml* 
nister  officially  kam  roe. 

Monday,  September  9th.  The  ^gate,  VanF^ta-gm  and  Chw^ 
ia-gm  came  this  morning  to  urge  me  to  give  up  tbe  reciprocal 
compliment  I  demanded,  but  I  dwelt  upon  the  propriety  of 

something  to  distinguish  between  the  homage  of  tributarjr 
prince<5,  and  the  crrcmony  used  on  tlie  part  of  a  great  and 
ind€})(  iiclcnt  sovereign.  T  undrr?tnnd  privately  thut  the  eiti— 
peror  is  not  acquainted  witli  tlie  ditticuities  that  have  ariseci. 
on  this  subject,  but  that  when  lie  is,  the  matter  will  pro- 
bably be  adjusted  as  I  wisli. 

Tuesday,  September  10th.    T!iis  day  the  legate,  Van-ta-giw^^ 
and  Chou-ta-gin  renewed  the  conversation  of  yesterday,  rela-.. 
tive  to  the  ceremony,  in  the  course  of  which  I  told  them  it 
was  not  11  at  lira!  to  expect  that  an  ambassador  should  pajr 
greattr  homage  to  a  foreign  prince  tliaii  to  his  own  heo^o 
sovereign,  unless  a  return  were  made  to  him  that  might  wui>^ 
rant  him  ta  da  more.    Upon  which  they  asked  me,  what  wa» 
&e  ceremony  of  presentation  to  the  king  of  England  ?  I  told ' 
tficm  it  was  performed  by  kneeling  upon  one  knee,. and  kiss^. 
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ing  bis  majesty's  hand.  Why  then,  cried  they,  can't  you  do 
io  to  the  emperor?  Most  leadily,  said  I :  the  same  ceremony 
I  perform  to  my  own  king,  I  am  willing  to  go  tiicough  for 
your  emperor,  and  I  think  it  a  greater  compliment  than  any 
other  I  can  pay  him.  I  shewed  them  the  manner  of.  it,  and 
tlicy  retired  se^jmingly  well  sattsCed.  In  the  afternoon  Chou- 
ta-gin  came  to  me  alone,  and  said  that  ]ie  had  just  seen 
the  minister,  and  bad  a  long  conference  with  him  upon  this 
business;  the  result  of  which  was,  that  either  the  English 
mode  of  presentation  (which  I  had  shown  tlicui  in  the  morn- 
ing), or  the  picture  ceremony  should  be  adopted  ;  but  he  had 
not  yet  decided  which.  I  said  nothing. — Soon  after  ihc  le- 
gate arrived,  and  declared  that  it  was  linally  determined  to 
adopt  the  English  ceremony,  only,  that  as  it  was  not  the  cus- 
tom of  China  to  kiss  the  emperor's  hand,  he  proposed  I  should 
kneel  upon  boUi  knees  instead  of  it.  1  lold  Inm  i  h.id  al- 
ready given  my  answer,  which  was  to  kneel  upon  one  knee 
only,  ou  thubc  occasions  when  it  is  usual  for  the  Chinese  to 
prostrate  themselves.  Well  then,  said  they,  the  ceremony  of 
kissing  the  cnqjcror's  lunul  must  be  onutted.  To  tiiis  1  as- 
sented, snyinir,  as  you  please  ;  but  remember  it  is  your  donig, 
and,  aceoidini:'  to  your  j)roposal,  is  but  liall"  the  eerfuiony  ; 
and  you  see  1  am  wiHing  to  periorni  the  whole  one.  .And 
thus  ended  this  curious  uegoeiation,  which  has  given  me  :i 
tolerable  insight  into  the  clunaeter  of  this  <H)urt,  and  that 
iK)liticul  address  upon  wliich  they  so  much  value  themselves. 

Wednesday,  September  1  Ith.  Al  half  jias-t  nine  .A.  ^1.  the 
legate,  l  an-fd-ufit  and  Chou-iit-ii'ui  came  to  my  house  b>  at- 
tend me  to  the  miuialcr  (m-  chief  colao.    lli->  palace  is  very 
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^Moousj  and  consists  of  sereral  courts,  through  which  we 
passed  bofone  we  arrimi  at  his  apartment,  which  is  sinall,  and 
has  notliiog  magnificent  in  flimiture  or  appearance.  He 
received  us  with  great  affability,  and  seemed,  as  Sir  George 
3taunton  told  me,  quite  a  difierent  sort  of  person  from  what 
he  appeared  a  few  days  before.  He  is  a  handsome  iair  man, 
of  about  forty  to  forty^^five-  years  old,  quick  and  fluent.  On 
his  right  hand  was  the  Fou-liou,  a  handsome  fair  man  also,  of 
about  thirty  years  old ;  and  on  his  left  hand  two  ofd  Chinese 
colaos,  one  the  president  of  the  court  of  rites,  and  the  other 
the  president  of  the  tribunal  of  finance,  and  at  the  end  of  aH 
was  another  great  man  in  a  yellow  vest,  but  who  did  not  seem 
to  be  of  equal  authority  with  the  others. 

I  began  by  saying;  that,  being  now  ffx-ovcrcd  from  tlie 
fatigue  ot"  my  journey,  I  was  bappy  to  bave  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  waiting  upon  liim,  and  expressing  my  wishes  to 
present  the  kind's  letter  to  tlic  ennHjror  as  soon  as  jiossible, 
every  (Hfbculty  being  now  obviated.  I  said  that,  in  llie  mean 
time,  I  liad  made  many  ni<juiries  about  tlie  emperor's  healthy 
and  was  rejoiced  to  hciw  tliat  it  avus  so  <iood  as  to  promise  long 
life  to  him,  and  conseciuentiy  nnich  hapjiiness  to  ins  Mibjects, 
and  that  it  would  give  sincere  pleasure  to  the  greatest  sove- 
reign in  tiie  west  to  hear  such  good  news  from  me  of  the 
greatest  sovereign  of  the  east.  The  minister  made  some  com- 
pliments In  return,  and  said,  that  on  account  of  the  very 
•rreat  distance  from  whicli  the  embassy  hud  been  sent,  and  of 
the  value  of  Ltie  presents,  some  of  tlie  Chinese  customs  (which 
had  hitherto  been  invariably  observed)  would  now  be  relaxed, 
•  and  that  i  might  perform  the  ceremony  after  the  mannei'  of 
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n^-orni  country,  and  deliver  the  king's  letter  iato  the  empe- 
roi's  own  hands.  So  nov  these  preliminary  difficulties  are 
«ver,  -and  Saturday  next,  being  a  great  festival  at  court,  is 
fixed  on  for  the  day  of  my  introduction.  In  the  course  of  this 
'Conversation,  ivhich  lasted  a  considerable  time,  he  asked  vam 
questions  relaiive  to  our  voyage;  where  we  had  stopped  in 
our  way,  and  for  what  purposes  ?  Having  mentioned  our  put- 
ting in  at  Turon  Bay,  in  Cochinchina,  for  water,  he  obs^ed 
to  me  that  that  country  was  a  tributary  and  "dependance  of 
Cliioa.  He  inquired  how  far  England  was  from  Russia,  and 
vhcther  they  were  good  friends  t')<i;cther,  and  whether  Italy 
and  Portugal  were  not  near  England  and  tributary  to  it. 

I  explained  to  him  the  distance  between  England  and 
Russia  in  Chiuese  measure,  and  repeated  thnt  wc  were  at 
present  at  peace  witli  all  thr  world,  nnd  with  the  empress  of 
Russia,  ns  well      with  oIIhms,  but  that  tlinn  did  not  secai 
to  iye  the  same  cordiality  ot'  latr  as  ionneriy,  on  account 
,uf  the  kin 2^  of  Enijlnnd  (who  is  a  lover  ot  peace  and  justicr, 
and  a  friend  of  thr  distrcssetl)  Imving  once  interfered  to  re- 
press a  spirit  of  ciu  ioaehment  shewn  in  some  of  her  tneasurcs 
nith  regard  to  i'mkcy.    As  to  Italy  and  l^ji  tugal,  they  were 
not  tributaries  of  E.ngland,  but  from  the  same  motives  of  ge- 
neral Justice  and  equity  before  mentioned,  the  king  of  Eng- 
land had  often  aflbrded  them  protection,  and  showu  them 
iiiarks  (;f  his  friendship.    ^Vlicn  1  rose  to  go  away,  th(  uuni- 
htcv  took  uve  by  the  lunui,  and  said  he  should  be  happy  to 
ruhi\  ale  niy  ac  quainianre,  and  hoped  to  have  frequent  op- 
pcji  lunilics  of  seeing  me  fajniliaily  at  YiwH-min-jincn^  as  ihc 
bustle  and  hurry  of  business,  and  ilic  festivals  of  the  empc- 
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tor's  anuiversory  must  necessarily  engage  the  greater  part  of 
iits  time,  whilst  the  court  xemained  at  Gehol. 

In  the  afternoon  our  iriends  Van/^ta-gm  and  Chou-ia-gln  vi- 
sited us,  9p6.  repeated  a  great  many  fiattaing  things,  which 
they  assured  os  the  minuter  had  said  of  us,  and  that  he  had 
made  so  favorable  a  report  to  the  emperor,  that  he  was  quite 
impatient  for  Saturday.  Then  the  Tartar  arrived,  and  brought 
us  a  present  of  fruit  and  sweetmeate  fiom  the  minister,  wiUi  a 
compliment  similar  to  that  brought  by  Van'fa'gm  and  Ch<m* 

We  employed  the  rest  of  the  day^in  getting  the  presents  put 
in  order. 

Thursday,  September  12ih.  And  this  day  they  were  sent 
to  the  palace  to  be  fiewed.  Soon  after  the  legate  came  to 
visit  me,  and  brought  another  present  of  ftuit  and  sweet- 
meats, but  seemed  much  out  of  humour. 

Friday,  September  Idth.  VanFta-gin  and  ChoitF-te^gm  call- 
ed on  us  to  say,  that  the  presents  were  much  approved,  but 
it  was  wished  that  somebody  might  be  sent  to  shew  how  the 
telescopes  were  to  be  put  up  and  used;  upon  which  Dr.  Gil- 
Ian  and  our  interpreter  went  and  taught  the  eunuchs  how  to 
join  them  together,  to  adjust  the  day  and  night  glasses,  and 
to  manage  tlie  rack  work.  Notwithstanding  their  complete 
ignorance,  these  gentry  pretended  to  understand,  at  half  a 
word,  all  the  machinery  of  these  instruments ;  but  Dr.  Gillan 
did  not  leave  them,  till  he  thought  he  had  really  made  them  • 
masters  of  it.  To-morrow  being  the  grand  festival  at  court, 
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and  the  diiy  appointed  for  our  first  pioscutcitioni  we  arc 
busily  employed  iti  getting  ready  fur  the  occasion. 

Saturday,  Septcniher  14t]i.  This  morning  at  four  oVIock 
A.  IVr.  \\  v  sot  out  for  the  court  under  the  convoy  of  \  'an-ta-<yin 
and  ChoU'ta-gin,  and  reached  it  in  little  more  than  an  hour, 
the  distance  being  about  three  miles  Irom  our  hotel.  I  pro- 
ceeded in  great  state  with  all  my  train  of  nmsic,  guards,  &,c. 
Sir  George  Staunton  and  I  went  in  pahmkecns,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  gentlemen  of  the  embassy  on  horseback.  Over  a 
rich  endjroidered  velvet,  I  wore  the  mantle  of  the  Order  of  the 
Bath  with  the  collar,  a  diamond  badge  and  a  diamond  star. 
Sir  George  Staunton  was  dressed  in  a  rich  embroidered  velvet 
also  and,  being  a  doctor  of  laws  in  the  university  of  Oxford, 
wore  the  habit  of  his  degree,  wliich  is  of  scarlet  silk  full  and 
flowing.  I  mention  tliesehtde  particulars  to  shew  the  atten- 
tion I  always  paid,  w  here  a  proper  opportunity  offered,  to  ori- 
ental customs  and  ideas.  ^Ve  alighted  at  the  park  gate,  from 
whence  wc  walked  to  the  imperial  encampment,  and  were 
conducted  to  a  large  haudsome  tent  prepared  for  us  on  one 
side  of  the  emperor's.  AArr  waiting  there  about  an  hour,  his 
approach  was  announced  by  drums  and  music,  on  w^hidi  we 
quitted  our  tent,  and  came  foru  ard  upon  the  green  carpet. 
He  was  srated  in  an  open  palankeen,  carried  by  ^zteen 
bearers,  attended  by  numbers  of  officers  bearing  flags,  stand- 
ards, and  umbrellas;  and  as  he  passed,  wc  paid  him  our 
compliments,  by  kneeling  on  one  knee,  whilst  all  the  Chinese 
made  their  iwuat  prostrations.  As  soon  as  he  had  ascended 
his  throne,  I  came  to  the  entrance  of  tlie  tent  and,  holding  in 
.  both  my  hands  a  laige  gold  box  enriched  with  diamonds,  in 

which  was  inclosed  the  king^s  letter,  I  walked  deliberately 
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lip  and,  ascciuling  the  side  steps  of  the  throne,  deHvered 
it  into  the  emperor's  own  liands  who,  having  received  it, 
passed  it  to  the  minister,  by  ■whom  it  was  placed  on  the 
cushion.  He  then  gave  roe,  as  the  first  present  from  hini  to  • 
his  majesty,  thcju-^u^ou  or  giou-^hu,  as  the  symbol  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  and  expressed  his  liopes  tliat  my  soveieigA 
and  he  shouki  always  live  in  good  correspondence  aod 
amity.  It  is  a  whitish  agate-looking  stone  about  a  foot 
and  a  half  long,  curiously  carvfd,  and  highly  prized  by  the 
Chinese ;  but  to  me  it  does  not  appear  in  itself  to  be  of  .any 
great  value. 

Tlie  emperor  then  presented  me  with  'a  yu-eu^'otf,  of  a 
greenish  colored  stone,  and  of  the  same  emblematic  charac- 
ter, at  the  same  time  he  very  graciously  received  ftotn  me  a 
pair  of  beat^tiful  enamelled  watches  set  with  diamonds,  which 
I  had  prepared  in  consequence  of  the  information  given  me, 
and  which  having  looked  at,  he  passed  to  the  minbter. 

Sir  George  Staunton  whom,  as  he  had  been  appointed  mi^ 
nister  plenipotentiary  to  act  in  case  of  my  death  or  depar« 
ture,  I  introduced  to  him  as  such,  now  came  forward,  and 
after  kneeling  on  one  knee,  in  the  same  manner  which  I  had 
done,  presented  to  him  two  ele^nt  air  guns,  and  reodved 
firom  him  a  Jti-en^'ou,  of  greenish  stone,  nearly  similar  to  mine;  ' 
other  presents  were  sent  at  the  same  time  to  all  the  gentlemen 
of  my  train.  "We  tlien  descended  from  the  steps  of  the 
throne,  and  sat  down  upon  cushions  at  one  of  the  tables  on 
the  emperor's  left  hand ;  and  at  other  tables,  according  to 
their  diflfcreot  ranks,  the  chief  Tartar  princes,  andtheManda* 
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rines  of  the  court  at  tlic  same  time  took  their  plucc:^,  all  dressed 
Jo  (he  proper  robes  of  ihcir  resppctivc  ranks.  These  tables 
were  then  Hncovcred,  and  oxhibited  a  sumptuous  banquet. 
,  The  emperor  sent  us  severaJ  dishes  tVoui  his  own  table,  togc- 
tiier  with  sonic  liquors,  which  the  Chiiiesc  call  wiur,  not  how- 
ever c.\j)ressed  from  the  grape,  bul  tli^lillcd  or  extracted  from 
rice,  herbs,  and  honey.  In  about  linlf  an  hour  he  sent  for 
Sir  George  Staunton  and  me  to  conic  to  Inni,  and  gave  to 
each  of  us,  with  liis  ow  n  hayds,  a  cup  of  warm  wine,  which 
we  inmiediatcly  drank  in  his  presence,  and  found  it  very 
pleasant  and  comfortable,  the  moruing  being  cold  ami  raw. 
Amonf;  other  things,  he  asked  me  the  age  of  my  king  and,  being 
informed  of  it,  said  he  hoped  he  might  live  as  many  yeare  as 
himself,  which  are  cighty-thrcc.  His  manner  is  dignified,  but 
affable  and  condescending,  and  his  reception  of  us  has  been 
very  gracious  and  satisfactory.  He  is  a  very  fine  old  gentle- 
man, still  healthy  and  vigorous,  not  having  the  appearance  of 
a  man  of  more  than  sixty.  T^hc  order  and  regularity  in  serving 
and  rcHiioving  the  dinner  was  wonderfully  exact,  and  every 
function  of  the  ceremony  performed  with  such  silence  and  so- 
lemnity, as  in  some  measure  to  resemble  the  celebratiun  of  a 
religious  mystery.  The  emperor's  tent  or  pavilion,  v  hich 
is  circular,  1  should  calculate  to  be  about  twenty -loui  01 
twenty-five  yards  in  diameter,  and  is  supported  by  a  number 
of  pillars  either  gilded,  jKiinted,  or  vaniishcd,  according  to  tlicir 
distance  and  position.  In  the  front  was  an  opening  of  six 
^  ards,  and  from  this  opening  a  yellow  fly  tunt  projected,  so  as 
to  lengthen  considerably  the  space  between  the  entrance  and 
the  tliroae.  The  materials  and  distribution  of  the  furniture 
within  at,  once  displayed  grandeur  and  elegance.   The  tar 
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pestry,  the  curtains,  the  carpets,  the  Itnthoras,  the  fringes, 
the  tassels,  were  disposed  with  such  hanuony,  the  colors  so 
artfully  varied,  and  the  light  and  shades  so  judiciously  ma> 
naued,  that  the  whole  assemblage  filled  the  eye  with  delight, 
and  diiliiscd  over  llic  iiiind  a  pleasing  serenity  and  repose  un- 
disturbed by  glitter  or  affected  embe^hments. 

The  comnianduig  feature  of  tlie  ceremony  was  thai  cahu 
dignity,  tliat  sober  pomp  of  Asiatic  greiitness,  which  Euro- 
pean refinements  have  not  yet  attained. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  there  were  present  on  this  occa- 
sion three  amba'^sacl<  ire  from  Tatzi  or  Pegu,  and  six  Maho- 
medan  ambassadors  fmm  the  Kahnucks  of  the  south-west; 
but  their  appearance  was  not  \  cry  splendid.  Neither  must  I 
omit  that,  durino-  the  ceremony,  which  lasted  five  hours,  va- 
rious entertainments  of  wrestlings  tumbling,  wire-dancing,  to- 
gether with  dramatic  representations,  were  exhibited  opposite  * 
the  tent,  but  at  a  considerable  distance  tront  it. 

Thus  then  iiave  I  seen  Ki>m  Solomon  in  all  his  glorti.  I 
use  tliis  expression,  as  the  scene  recalled  perfectly  to  my 
memory  a  puppet-shew  of  that  name,  which  I  recollect  to 
have  seen  in  my  childhood,  and  which  made  so  strong  an 
impression  on  my  mind,  that  I  then  thought  it  a  true  re- 
presentation of  the  hi^^est  |>itch  o£  human  greatness  and 
felicity. 

Sunday,  Sept.  loth.  The  emperor  having  been  mformed 
that,  in  the  course  of  our  travels  in  China*,  we  had  shewn  a 
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strong  desire  of  seciftg  every  thing  curious  and  interestiog, 
was  pleased  to  give  directions  to  tlie  first  minister  to  shew 
us  his  park,  or  ^rden,  at  Gehol.  It  is  called,  in  Chinese, 
Vatt^sbmt'ffuen,  which  signifies  the  paradise  of  innunieFable 
trees.  In  order  to  have  thb  gratification  (which  is  consi- 
dered as  an  ifjstance  of  uncmnmon  lavor)  we  rose  thb  morn- 
ing at  three  o'clock,  and  went  to  the  palace,  where  we  waited, 
mixed  with  all  the  great  oflicers  of  state,  for  three  hours 
(such  is  the  etiquette  of  the  place)  till  the  emperor's  appear* 
since.  At  last  he  came  forth  tx>me  in  the  usual  manner  by 
sixteen  persons,  on  a  high  open  palankeen,  attended  by 
guards,  music,  standards,  and  umbreUas  without  number; 
and  observing  us,  as  we  stood  in  the  front  line,  graciously 
beckoned  us  to  approach,  having  ordered  his  people  to^stup : 
he  entered  into  conversation  with  us  and,  with  great  afla- 
bility  of  manner,  told  us  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  the 
Pagoda,  where  he  osually  paid  his  morning  devotions; 
that  as  we  professed  a  diflercnt  religion  fitun  bis,  he  would 
not  ask  us  to  accompany  him,  but  that  he  tiad  ordered  his 
first  minbter  and  diief  colaos  to  conduct  us  through  bis 
gardens,  and  to  shew  US  whatever  we  were  desirous  of  see- 
ing there.  Flaving  expressed  my  sense  of  this  mark  of  his 
condescension  in  the  proper  manner,  and  my  increasing 
admiration  of  every  tiling  I  had  yet  observed  at  Gehd, 
1  retired;  and  wliilst  he  proceeded  to  his  adorations  at  tlie 
Pagoda,  I  accompanied  the  minister,  and  other  great  colaos 
of  tlic  court,  to  a  pavilion  prepared  for  us,  from  whence, 
after  a  short  collation,  -wc  set  out  on  honscback  to  view  this 
wonderful  garden.  Mo  rode  about  tlirce  miles  through  a 
very  beauUful  park,  kept  in  tlie  highest  order,  and  much 
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ijesembliog  the  approach  of  Luton  in  Bedfordshire;  the 
grounds  gently  undulated,  and  chequered  with  various 
groupes  of  well  contrasted  trees  in  the  oflBskip.  As  we 
moved  onward  an  extensive  lake  appeared  before  us»  the 
extremities  of  which  seemed  to  lose  themselves  in  distance 
and  obscurity.   Here  was  a  lai^ge  magnificent  yacht  ready 
to  receive  us,  and  a  number  of  smaller  ones  for  the  attend- 
ants, ele^ntly  fitted  up,  and  adorned  with  numberiess 
vanes,  pendants,  and'  streamers.  The  shoies  of  the  lake 
have  all  the  varieties  of  shape,  which  the  fiincy  of  a  painter 
can  delineate,,  and  are  so  indented  with  bays,  or  broken 
with  projections,  that  almost  every  stroke  of  th«  oar  brought 
a  new  and  unexpected  object  to  our  view ;  nor  are  islands 
wanting,  but  tliey  are  situated  only  where  they  should  be, 
each  in  its  proper  place,  and  having  its  propca:  character : 
One  marked  by  a  pagoda,  or  othef  building;  one  quite 
destitute  of  ornament ;  some  smooth  and  level ;  some  steep 
and  uneven ;  and  others  frawnin^  with  wood,  or  .smiling 
with  culture.   Where  any  things  particularly  interesting  were 
to  be  seen,  we  disanbarked,  from  time  to  time,  to  visit 
them ;  nnii  I  dare  say  that,  in  tlic  course  of  our  voyage,  we 
stopped  at  forty  or  fifty  difTcrent  palaces  or  pavilioDs.    'J'hcsc  • 
are  aJI  furnished  in  the  richest  manner,  witli  pictures  of  the 
^peror's  hunting  and  progresses,  with  stupendous  vases  of 
jasper  and  agate ;  with  the  finest  porcelain  and  japan,  and 
with  every  kind  of  European  toys  and  sing-songs;  with 
spheres,   orreries,  clocks,  and  musical  automatons  of  such 
exquisite  workmanship,  and  in  such  profusion,  tlint  our 
presents  must  shrink  tix>m  the  comparison,  aud  hide  thcit 
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Smni^ed  heads.  And  yet  I  am  told,  tfafit  Uie  fine  dungs 
we  have  seen  aie  iar  exceeded  by  others  of  the  same  kind 
in  the  apartments  of  the  ladies,  and  in  the  European  rejw- 
sitoiy  at  Yuen-mhi'yuen.  In  every  one  of  these  paviKons 
was  a  throne  or  imperial  state,  and  a  u^ou,  or  symbol' 
of  peace  and  prosperity  phiced  at  one  side  of  it,  resemUtng 
that  which  the  emperor  delivered  to  me  yesteiday  for  the 
kin^. 

It  would  be  an  endless  task  were  I  to  attempt  a  detail 
of  all  the  wonders  of  this  charming  place.  There  is  no 
beanty  of  distribution  and  contrast,  no  feature  of  amenity, 

no  reach  of  fancy  wfau:h  embclHshes  our  plcnsnrc  grounds 
in  England,  that  is  not  to  be  found  here.  Had  China  been 
accessible  to  Mr.  Broivn,  or  Mr.  Hamilton,  I  should  have 
sworn  diey  had  drawn  their  happiest  ideas  from  the  rich 
sources  which  I  have  tasted  this  day ;  for,  in  the  course  of 
a  few  hours,  I  have  enjoyed  such  vicissitudes  of  rural  de- 
light, as  I  did  not  conceive  could  be  felt  out  of  England, 
being  at  different  moments  enchanted  by  scenes  perfectly 
similar  to  those  I  liad  known  there,  to  the  magnificence  of 
Stowe,  the  softer  beauty  of  Woobum,  and  the  Fairy-land  of 
Pain's  Mill.  One  thing  I  was  particularly  struck  with,  I 
mean  the  happy  choice  of  situation  for  ornamental  buildintrs. 
From  attention  to  this  circumst;inre,  they  have  not  the  air 
of  being  cronHed  or  (lisprojwrtimu'd  ;  they  never  intrude 
upon  the  eye ;  but  \vher<n  cr  they  appear,  always  shew  them- 
selves to  advantage;  and  aid,  improve*  and  enlivcu  the 
prospect. 
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In  many  places  the  lake  is  overspread  irith  the  ainuphar, 
or  lotus  (Nymphaea)  rcsemblmg  our  broad4eaved  water* 
liljr.  This  is  an  accompaaimeDt*  which,  though  the  Chinese 
are  passionatelj  fond  of  cultivating  it  in  a]l  their  pieces  of 
water,  I  coo^ss,  I  do  not  much  admire.  Arti6dal  rocks 
'  aod  ponds,  with  gold  and  silver  fisli,  are  perhaps  too  ofteo 
introduced ;  itnd  the  monstrous  porcelain  figures  of  licma 
and  tigers,  usually  placed  before  the  paTilioos,  are  dis- 
pleasing to  an  European  ejre;  but  these  are  trifles  of  no 
great  moment,  and  I  am  astonished  that  now^  after  a  mx 
hours'  critical  survey  of  these  gardens,  I  can  scaicdy  ne- 
collect  any  thing  besides  to  find  fault  with. 

At  our  taking  leave  of  the  minist^  he  told  us*  that  we 
had  only  seen  the  eastern  side  of  the  gardens ;  but  that  the 
western  side,  which  was  the  lar^r  part,  still  remained  for 
him  to  shew  us,  and  that  he  should  have  that  pleasure  an* 
otherday. 

Of  the  great  men  who  accompanied  us  in  ibis  tour,  the 
principal  were,  1st.  Hie  minister,  or  great  odao,  Ckth^ang^ 
iong,  2d.  The  ibti^iotf,  or  second  minister.  Sd.  His  bro- 
ker, J%»-c>baii-««fig,  fi>nnefly  viceroy  of  Canton,  but  lately 
named  viceroy  of  Sechuen;  and,  4th.  Sun^ta-gmt  a  young 
■nan  of  high  qtt&Uty,  all  Tatars,  and,  if  I  may  use  the  expres* 
«'<Hi,  koigfata  of  the  yeHow  vest 

Sun-ta-gin  bad,  not  long  suice,  been  employed  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Russia*  to  acoomniodate  the  disputes  with  that  nation ; 

TOt.  II.  MM 


Digitized  by  Google 


a66  JOURNAL  OF  AN  EMBASSY 

and  knowing  that  I  had  been  fonnerly  the  king's  minister  lit 
Petersburgk,  he  talked  to  nie  a  good  deal  about  his  ouii 
inuision.  He  said,  tliat  he  had  negotiated  at  Kiachta  witb 
a  great  Russian  general,  who  wore  a  red  ribband  and  a  stiir 
like  mine,  and  tht-y  very  soon  understood  each  other,  and 
eonchided  their  business.  lie  was  particularly  pointed  in 
Itis  civilities  to  us,  sccnred  very  inti.'lligiMit,  and  asked  many 
proper  tpicstions,  relative  to  tiie  riches  and  jio\v(m-  ot'  llussia. 
It  \\ould  seem  as  if  he  had  been  selected  on  purpose  to  try 
the  extent  of  my  knowledge,  or  of  my  sincerity,  by  com- 
paring my  ausvvci'H  with  his  own  notion*  upon  the  subject. 

During  the  whole  course  of  the  day,  the  first  minister,  or 
colao,  paid  us  very  great  attention,  and  displayed  all  the 

good  breeding  and  politeness  of  an  experienced  courtier, 
tliougli  l  am  afraid  I  can  already  perceive  that  his  heart  ia 
not  with  us,  for,  on  my  mentioning  to  him  this  moniittgy 
as  we  rode  along,  that  the  creation  of  such  a  paradise  as 
rieliol,  in  so  wild  a  spot,  was  a  work  worthy  of  the  genius 
of  the  great  Cam-shcc,  he  seemed  to  be  quite  astonished 
how  I  came  to  know  that  it  was  undertaken  bv  Cam-.^hee, 
and  asked  me,  who  told  me  so.  I  said,  that  as  the  English 
were  a  wise  and  learned  nation,  and  nrquainted  with  the 
history  of  all  countries,  it  was  not  to  be  woiKiered  at,  that 
they  should  be  i>iiiueularly  well  informed  of  the  history  of 
the  Cliinese,  wliuse  fama  exteiuied  to  the  most  distant  parts 
of  the  world.  Notuitiistanding  this  compliment  was  a 
natural  and  a  flatterinff  one,  he  did  not  seem  to  me  to  feel 
it  sq;  and  1  suupecf  tiiat  at  bottom  he  rather  wonders 
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at  OLir  cuiiosity,  than  esteems  us  for  our  knowledge.  Pos- 
sibly he  may  consider  it  as  iiupertiuent  towards  theiu,  and 
useless  to  ourselves. 

Tl>c  Fou-lioiij  or  second  minister's  deportment  towards  us 
was  very  gracious.    Not  so  tliat  ol'  his  brother,  which  was 
ibnnal  «nd  repulsive.   I  mentioned  above  that  he  had  beea 
viceroy  of  Canton,  and  it  would  appear  that  he  has  not 
been  an  inattentive  observer  d  European  nuuinen  and 
character.   I  could  not  avoid  i^arking  it  this  morning, 
for  happening  to  be  next  to  me  at  the  moment  I  appfoached 
the  emperor,  and  perhaps  not  thinking  me  quick  enough 
in  my  motions,  he  pulled  me  by  the  sleeve,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  though  with  an  air  of  complaisance  and  respect, 
touched  my  hat  with  his  hand  to  indicate  his  wislies  that  I 
sliould  take  it  off  on  the  occasion,  a  thing  that  could  scarcely 
have  occurred  to  any  of  his  brother  courtiers,  as  the  saluta- 
tion  of  the  hat  is  entirely  an  European  custom,  and  only 
used  by  Europeans,  the  Asiatics  never  uncoi'ering  their 
lieads,  even  in  the  presence  of  their  most  elevated  superiors. 
Well  aware  of  his  connections  and  consequence,  I  was 
desirous  of  conciliating  him  to  our  intei^ts,  and  endeavored* 
to  sooth  his  vanity  on  the  points  where  he  was  thought  most 
accessible.    I  told  him  that  I  had  often  heard  of  his  reputa- 
Hon  as  a  warrior,  and  therefore  I  hoped  that  the  exercise 
of  my  guard  and  their  niiUtary  evolutions,  with  the  latest 
European  inoprovements,  might  afford  him  some  pleasure 
And  entertainment ;  but  he  declined  the  proposal  with  great 
coldness,  and   a  mixture  of  unseasonable  vanity,  sn.vint;, 
tbat  nothing  of  that  kind  could  be  a  novelty  to  liim,  thougU 
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I  have  my  doubts  whether  be  ever  saw  a  iirekick  io  his  hfe ; 

Qt  least,  1  am  tuiie»  .1  have  never  yet  seen  any  thing  above 
a  match-luck  among  all  the  troops  in  China,    hat  another 

incident,  in  the  course  of  our  tour,  more  strongly  marked  his 
iinhsposition  toivard  us.  The  minister  having  informed  mc 
that  an  account  was  just  received  of  the  arrival  of  the  Lion 
and  the  liindostan  at  Cheu'sarit  I  seized  the  opportunity  of 
request ing,  that  Captain  Markintosli  (in  Avhosc  ship  the 
greater  part  of  the  pvosnits  for  tlir  emperor  had  been  brought) 
bavinsj  paid  his  obcisanec  to  the  emperor,  miiilil  be  per-  ■ 
mitted  to  proceed,  and  join  his  ship  at  the  port  when-  -In; 
now  lay,  but  Fot!'rl!nnL^-fon<^  mteq)osed  and  said,  tlial  it 
was  improper,  ami  aganist  the  lav"s  of  Cliina  for  strangei's 
to  be  permitted  to  travel  about  in  such  a  manner,  llirougli 
the  provinces  of  the  empire.  Nor  could  any  reasoning  of 
mine,  though  conve^-ed  to  him  in  the  gentlest  and  most 
Mattering  terms,  induce  him  to  relax  from  his  opmioii,  or 
draw  even  a  smile  from  liim  the  rest  of  the  day.  Whether 
"Whilst  at  Canton  he  may  have  met  with  some  unintentional 
shght,  or  whether,  winch  js  moie  piohablc,  he  may  have 
remarked  (for  he  is  certainly  a.  man  ol"  ea^iaeity)  and  felt, 
with  regret  anil  indignation,  that  superiority,  which,  where 
ever  Knglislnuen  go,  they  cannot  conceal  from  tiic  mf)st 
indiifcrent  observer.  Finding  this  moment  so  unlavorablc, 
I  declined  pressing  the  matter  further,  but  requested  the 
roiaister  to  allow  me  a  short  conference  with  him,  either  the 
wtt  day,  or  the  day  following.  I  found,  however,,  that,, 
thougli  infinitely  gracious  and  civil  in  bis-  manner  and  ex-., 
piession,  I  could  gain  no  ground  upon  him.  lie  excused 
himself  OB  accoonl  of  the  approaching  ceremony  of  the  hhrth* 
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day,  and' the  load  of  business  on  his  hands  requiiing  dis* 
patch  before  the  departure  of  tlie  court  fiom  JGehoI,  and 
repeated  to  me,  as  he  had  done  in  his  first  conference,  that 
he  hoped  to  have  irequenl  oj)portunities  of  seeing  me  at 
Yueiirmin'-yuen,  and  cultivating  my  friendship  there ;  I  there- 
fore take  it  for  granted,  that  it  lias  been  a  settled  point  fiom 
the  beginning  to  do  no  business  with  me  at  Gehd.  I,  how- 
ever, before  we  parted,  persuaded  him  to  consent  to  receive 
a  short  note,  which  I  said  I  should  take  the  liberty  of  send- 
ing htm  in  a  day  or  two.  This  is  now  my  only  resource,, 
and  I  must  therefore  set  about  it  without  delay. 

Monday,  September  l6th*   Having  now  twice  paid  our 
obeisance  -to  the  emperor,  we  conceived,  from  what  had 
been  told  ua  before  we  left  Pekin,  that  we  might  go  ireely 
about  and  walk  abn)ad  wiUiont  constraint  or  impediment. 
To  avoid  any  thing,  however,  that  might  commit  ray  cha* 
racter,  I  continued  witliin  doors ;  but  Sir  Geoige  Staunton, 
and  some  of  the  other  gentlemen,  made  a  little  excursion 
into  the  country  to-day :  bat  they  were  followed  the  whde 
vay  by  a  number  of  Mandarines  and  soldiers,  who,  though 
they  never  attempted  to  direct  their  motions^  sUtt  attended 
them  at  no  great  distance* 

Thus  I  see  that  the  sane  strange  jealousy  pievails  toward* 
*»s,  which  the  Chmese  government  has  always  shewn  to  othac 
foreignen,  although  we  have  taken  such  pains  to  disarm  i^ 
and  to  conciliate  tlieir  fricndsliip  and  con6dencc.  Perliaps 
oor  conductors  are  apprehensive,  that  from  the  novelty  of 
«ur  appearance,  and  the  singularity  of  our  dress,  wc  may  be 
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fulgected  to  rude  curiosity,  and  that  some  disturbance  migfii 
arise  for  which  they  must  be  responsiUe,  it  being,  as  I  am 
informed,  a  maxim  of  the  Chinese  government,  never  to 
excuse  an  officer  for  any  accident  that  may  happen  in  his 
department. 

This  morning  Cho-dian-tovg,  the  first  minister,  sent  for 
Dr.  Gillan,  and  without  hesitation  explained  to  him  all  his 
ailments,  his  rupture,  his  rheumatism,  Sec.  Sec.  and  desired 
tiic  Doctor's  opinion  of  lus  case.  The  Doctor  is  now  prepar- 
ing it,  and  has  promised  me  a  copy. 

I  received  a  visit  this  afternoon  from  a  genteel  young  Tar- 
tar, decorated  with  a  smooth  red  button,  and  a  peacock  s  fea- 
ther of  two  eyes.    His  Mantchouit  name  is  Poo-ta-vatigt  his 
Chinese  one  Mou-ltoii.    Hc^Uiects  to  be  well  informed  of  the 
geography  and  liistory  of  his  country.    lie  told  me  that  tlic 
present  emperor  is  descended  from  Co-be-li,  or,  as  n-e  call 
him,  Cublai  Klum,  a  son  of  (Jcngis  Khan,  who  in  the 
tliirtcenth  century  con(|uorod  China,  and  whose  family  (rail- 
ed the  dynasty  of  Yt  u-tchao)  lu  kl  it  under  the  Monixul  yoke 
tor  near  one  inuuhvd  years,  till  dethroned  by  the  dynasty  of 
Ming.    'I'be  ISIou^ids,  >\  iu)  then  fled  into  the  country  of  tlie 
Mantclioux,  intcrniai  rieii  and  mixed  with  them,  and  from  one 
of  these  alliances  s[)rung  the  Jiogdoi  Khan->,  who  iiivnded 
China  in  104.0,  and  ha\e  reigned  over  it  ever  *;inr<*.  Voo-Ui- 
vang  says,  ilmt  all  the  'J'arlar  ])rincc.s  who  dined  with  us  in 
tlie  emperor's  tent,  isre  persons  of  great  eon^eipu  nre,  have 
numerous  elans  dependant  upon  tlicin,  and  caii  luing  lari^c 
i>odiCS  of  troops  into  the  field.    They  areot  len  called  u|K>n  iu 
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time  of  war,  and  liave  their  respective  stations,  rank,  and  duty 
aajii^iKHi  to  tliem  under  tlio  ^rand  banners  of 'I'artarv.  Tlicir 
lands,  or  fiofs,  ^vcr^!  fonncrly  licMcditary  by  preniofreiuture,  and 
are  projiorl y  so  still  ;  but  it  is  now  necessary  lor  the  eldest 
son,  on  tlic  death  of  his  father,  to  receive  a  sort  of  investiture 
from  the  emperor,  who,  if  no  objection  arises,  never  refuses 
it.  They  seem  like  the  honors  of  the  Casas  Titulares  in  Por- 
lugah  ihese  Tartar  princes  usually  marry  tlie  daughters  and 
nieces  of  the  imperial  family,  and  hold  a  certain  rank  at  court 
in  consequence  of  the  alliance.  They  are  obliged  to  come 
every  year  to  attend  the  emperor's  birth-ilay,  and  they  then 
return  home,  being  seldom  detained,  or  employed  in  China  ia 
offices  that  require  much  literature,  as  their  education  is 
usually  directed  to  military  pursuits.  Their  weapons  are 
chiefly  the  scymetar,  and  the  bow  and  arrow,  in  the  exercise 
of  which  they  are  remarkably  expert.  They  seemed  a  good 
deal  surprised  when  I  once  told  them,  in  answer  to  tlieir  in- 
quiries, that  we  had  left  oflF  the  use  of  the  bow  in  Europe,  and 
fought  chiefly  with  fire-arms  in  its  place.  The  bow  is  the 
•  emperoi^s  favorite  instrument  of  war ;  and  I  observe  that  he 
is  always  represented  in  the  pictures  as  shooting  at  sta|^» 
wolves,  and  tigers  with  arrows,  and  never  with  a  musket 

•  Poo-ta-rang  says  that  Moukden,  or  Chin-yan-iswy  as  the 
Chinese  call  it,  the  emperor's  Tartar  capit.al,  which  is  about 
two  hundred  mites  oif,  is  Jarger  than  Pektn,  and  that  the  em* 
peror  has  immense  treasures  there.  Scarcely  any  Chinese 
have  ever  been  at  Moukden,  or  indeed  many  miles  beyond 
Gehol. 
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Tuesday,  September  17th.  This  day,  being  the  emperor's 
hirth-day,  we  set  out  <br  the  court  at  three  o  clo  k  A.  M. 
conducted  by  Vanrta-gitu  Chou-ta-giut  and  out  usual  aitciul- 
ants.  We  reposed  ourselves-  for  above  two  hours  in  a  laifrc 
saloon  attlie  entnuice  of  the  palace  enclosure,  where  fruit, 
tea,  warm  milk^  and  other  refreshments  weixj  biuught  to  us. 
At  last  notice  was  given  that  the  lestivid  was  going  to  bc^rin, 
and  we  immediately  descended  into  the  garden,  w  imc  wc  tuund 
all  the  '^vviit  men  and  Mandarines  in  their  robes  of  state, 
drawn  uj)  before  the  imperial  pavilion.  'V\ui  ciupcror  did  not 
shew  liimself,  but  remained  concealed  behind  a  screen,  frouj 
whence,  1  presume,  he  could  see  and  enjoy  the  ccicnjoniis 
■without  inconvenience  or  interruption.  All  eyes  were  turncfi 
\  towards  tlic  place  where  iiis  majeslv  was  imagined  to  be  en- 

throned, and  seemed  to  express  an  luipaticnce  to  begin  the 
devotions  of  the  day.  Slow,  solemn  music,  muifled  drums, 
and  dccp-toncd  bells  were  heard  at  a  distance.  On  a  sudden 
the  sound  ceased,  and  all  was  still.  Again  it  was  icncwed, 
and  then  intermitted  with  short  pauses ;  during  wljich  scve- 
xal  persons  passed  backwards  and  fur\vards,  in  the  proscenium 
or  fore  ground  of  the  leatt  as  if  engaged  iu  prepaiing  some 
grand  coup  dc  theatre. 

At  leiifrth  tlio  great  band,  botli  vocal  and  instrumental, 
struck  up  with  all  their  powers  of  harmony ;  and  instantly 
the  whole  court  fell  flat  upon  tlicir  faces  betbre  this  iuvisibie 
Kebudiadnezsar. 

■«  He  in  I1U  cloudy  taberntcle  ifarinod 
«  Sojouraed  tlie  ti^itc."  . 
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Tl)c  music  was  a  sort  of  birtb-dav  ode,  or  stat/^  antluMn, 
the  burden  of  wliicli  was,  '*  Boi^  down  jfotir  heads  all  i/c 
**  duellers  upon  cai  tli,  hoio  donn  your  liettds  before  the  great 
^*Kien-hiigy  ilie  ureaf  Kicn-hng ;"  and  then  all  the  dwellers 
upon  China  earth  tfierc  })resent,  except  ourschc^,  bowed 
down  their  heads,  and  postrated  themselves  upon  the  ground, 
at  every  renewal  of  tlic  chorus.  Indeed,  in  no  reli^on, 
other  ancient  or  modem,  has  the  divinity  ever  been  addressed, 
I  believe,  with  stronger  exterior  marks  of  worship  aud  ad^a- 
tlon  than  were  thb  morning  paid  to  the  phantom  of  nis 
Chinese  Majesty. 

Sttch  is  the  mode  of  celebrating  the  emperoi^s  annivenary 
'  Asstival,  according  to  the  oourl  ritual.  We  saw  nothing  of 
him  tlie  whole  day,  nor  did  any  of  his  ministers,  I  imagine,  ap^ 
proach  bim,  for  they  all  seemed  to  retire  at  the  same  moment 
we  did.  Of  them,  the  first,  or  great  oolao,  Cho-chattg'tong,  the 
Fou4iau,  the  JFou-JWs  brother,  iPoo-cAdfi-f oi^  and  Sbit-fa-gm, 
^ith  the  other  great  men  svfao  attended  us,  two  days- since, 
'  in  our  visit  to  the  eastern  garden,  now  proposed  to  accom- 
pany us  to  tbe  western,  which  forms  a  strong  contrast  with 
the  other,  and  exhibits  all  the  sublimer  beauties  of  nature 
ia  as  high  a  d^ree,  as  the  part  which  we  saw  before  posses^ 
les  the  attractions  of  softness  and  amenity. 

It  is  one  of  the  finest  forest  scenes  in  the  world,  wild, 
woody,  mountainous,  and  rodcy,  abounding  with  stags  and 
cleer  of  difierent  species,  and  most  of  the  other  beasts  of 
chace,  not  daog^us  to  man. 

VOL.  n.  ^  » 
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In  many  places  immense  woods,  chiefij  oaks,  pines,  and 
chesnuts,  grow  upon  perpendicular  steeps,  and  ibrrr  their 
sturdy  roots  through  every  resistance  of  surface  and  of  soil, 
where  vegetation  would  seem  ahnost  impossible.  These 
woods  often  clamber  over  tlie  loftiest  pinnacles  of  the  stony 
hills  or,  gathering  on  the  skirts  of  thcin,  descend  with  a 
rapid  sweep  and  bury  themselves  in  the  deepest  vallies.  Thei-e 
at  proper  distances  you  fnul  palaces,  banquetting  houses, 
and  monasteries  (but  without  bonzes)  adapted  to  the  situ- 
ation and  pecuUar  circumstances  of  the  place,  sometimes 
with  a  rivulet  on  one  hand  gently  stealing  through  the  glade, 
at  others  with  a  cataract  tumbling  from  above,  raging  with 
foam,  and  rebounding  with  a  thousand  echoes  from  below, 
or  silently  encrulphed  in  a  gloomy  pool,  or  jawning  chasm. 
The  roads  by  which  we  approached  these  romantic  scenes  are 
often  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock,  and  conducted  round  the 
hills  io  a  kind  of  rugged  stair  case,  and  yet  no  accident  oc* 
corred  in  our  progress,  not  a  false  step  disturbed  the  regu- 
larity  of  our  cavalcade,  though  the  horses  are  spirited,  and 
all  of  them  unshod.  From  the  great  irregularity  of  the 
ground  and  the  various  Iicigbts  to  which  ^  ascended,  we 
had  opportunities  of  catching  many  magnificent  points  of  view 
by  detached  glances,  but  after  wandering  for  several  hours 
(and  yet  never  weaned  with  wandering)  we  at  last  reached 
a  covered  pavilion  open  on  all.  sides,  and  situated  on  a  sum- 
mit so  elevated,  as  perfectly  to  command  the  whole  sur- 
rounding country  to  a  vast  extent.  The  radius  of  the  ho- 
rison  i  should  suppose  to  be  at  kast  twenty*  miles  from  the 

central  spot  where  we  stood,  and  certainly  so  richy  so  ra- 
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nous,  so  beautiful,  so  sublime  a  prospect  my  ejes  bad  never 
liebeld.  I  saw  every  tfaing  before  me,  as  on  aD  illaminated 
map,  palaces,  pagodas,  towns,  villages,  fann-bouses,  plains 
and  vallies  watered  by  innumerable  streams,  bills  waving  wttli 
woods  and  meadows  covered  witb  cattle  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful marks  and  colors.  I  observed  here  a  vast  number  of 
what  we  call  in  England  sheet  cows,  also  sheet  horsrs,  many 
pyeballs,  dappled,  mottled  and  spotted,  the  latter  chiefly 
strawberry.  AM  seemed  to  be  nearly  at  my  feet,  and  that  a 
step  woald  convey  me  within  reach  of  them. 

Prom  hence  was  pointed  put  to  us  by  the  minister  a 
vast  enclosure  below,  which,  he  said,  was  not  more  acces- 
sible to  him  than  to  us,  being  never  entered  but  by  the 
enjperor,  his  women,  and  his  eonuchs.   It  includes  within 
its  bounds,  though  on  a  smaller  scale,  most  of  the  beauties 
that  distinguish  the  eastern  and  western  gardens,  which  wc 
have  already  seen,  but  fix>m  every  thing  I  can  learn,  ft  falls 
very  short  of  the  fanciful  descriptions  which  father  Attiret 
and  Sir  William  Chambers  have  intruded  upon  us  as  realities. 
That  within  these  private  retreats,  variows  cntcrtainTiionts  of 
the  most  novel  and  expensive  nature  arc  prepared  and  ex- 
hibited by  the  eunuchs,  who  are  very  numerous  (jierbaps 
some  thousands)  to  amuse  the  emperor  and  his  ladies,  I 
have  no  doubt ;  but  that  they  arc  earned  to  all  the  lengths  of 
cxtrnvacance    and    improbability    those    gentlemtn  have 
"lentionetl,  I  very  niiu  h  question,  as  from  every  iiuiuiry  I 
have  made  (atid  I  have  not  been  sparing  to  make  uiciu) 
1  liave  bv         nicutis    sufticient  reastju  to  warrant  me  in 
acccdino- '  to,  or  coufuniing  the  accounts  which  they  have 
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given  us.  When  I  vas  the  kiag^s  minister  in  Bussia»  scx'erat 
years  ago,  I  remember  to  have  seen  at  one  of  the  empress's 
palaces  the  -image  of  a  town,  with  a  number  of  workshops 
and  warehouses,  pretended  tradesmen,  and  the  bustle  and 
business  of  common  life  represented  in  a  very  lively  manner, 
for  the  amusement  of  the  court,  which  much  more  resembled 
Sir  AVilliam  Chambers's  picture,  than  any  thing  I  have  jet 
seen  or  heard  of  in  China*  If  any  place  in  England  can  be 
said,  in  any  respect,  to  have  similar  features  to  the  western 
park,  which  I  have  seen  tlus  day,  it  is  Lowther-hall  in  West* 
moreland,  which  (when  I  knew  it'  many  years  ago)  from 
Ae  extent  of  prospect,  the  grand  surrounding  objects,  the 
noble  situation*  the  diversity  of  8urfiu:e^  the  extensive  woods, 
and  command  of  water,  I  thought  might  be  rendered  by  a 
man  of  sense,  spu  it,  and  taste,  the  finest  scene  in  the  Britisb 
dominions. 

In  the  course  of  this  day's  tour,  as  in  the  former,  we  were 
entertained  at  one  of  the  palaces  with  a  eoUation  of  petit- 
pat^s,  salt  relishes,  and  other  savory  dishes,  with  fruit  and 
sweetmeats,  milk  and  ice-water,  and  as  soon  as  we  rose 
from  table,  a  number  of  yellow  boxes,  or  drawers,  were  car- 
ried in  procession  before  us,  containing  several  pieces  of  silk 
and  porcelain,  which  we  were  toltl  were  presents  to  us  from 
the  emperor,  and  we  consequently  made  our  bows  as  they 
passed.  We  were  also  aimised  with  a  Cliinese  j)uppet-show, 
which  tiitfers  but  httle  from  an  English  one.  There  are  a 
distressed  princess  confined  in  a  castle,  and  a  knight-errant 
Avho,  after  fighting  lions  and  dragons,  sets  her  at  lil)erty  anU 
marries  her,  wedding  feasts,  jousts,  aud  touiiiameuts.  Be- 
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•ides  these,  there  is  also  a  comic  dnuna,  in  which  punch 
and  bis  wife,  bandimccr  and  scaramouch  j)cifoini  capital 
parts.  This  puppet-show,  we  avctc  lold,  properly  hcloiif^s 
to  the  !adu  s  ;i^)artnicnt.s,  hut  was  sent  out,  as  a  paiticuhir 
t()mj>liincnt,  to  entertain  us.  Oik;  of  tiic  perlornianres  was 
exhibited  with  great  ajiplaub.c  iVojn  our  conductors,  and  I 
understand  il  is  a  tavorite  piece  at  court. 

T  coukl  not  help  admiring  the  address  with  wliich  llic 
ininister  pajTied  all  my  attempts  to  sjieak  to  him  on  business 
this  day,  and  li<nv  aitt'ully  he  evaded  every  opportunity  tliat 
otfered  for  any  particular  conversation  •with  me,  endeavor- 
ing to  engage  our  attention  solely  by  the  objeels  around  us, 
directing  our  eyes  to  the  ])rospeets,  and  explaining  the  \un- 
ous  beauties  ot  thc  park  and  buildings.  J  nevertheless  found 
an  occasion  to  rennnd  him  of  the  proini>c  to  peruse  the  note, 
which  I  meant  to  scud  him,  and  told  him,  that  it  would  be 
ready  to-morrow.  It  was  now  near  three  o'clock,  when,  he 
said,  he  must  take  his  leave  of  us  ;  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressing his  eonrern  that  affairs  of  eonsrcpienee  re(juned  his 
attendance,  but  he  added,  that  he  left  us  under  the  care  of 
the  colao  Sun'ta-gin^  who  would  accompanv  us  to  the  grand 
pagpda  or  Pou-ta-lat  and  the  others  in  its  neighbourhood. 

The  FoU'Uqu  and  iiis  brother  went  away  with  the  iirst 
minister.  ^ 

'lliese  pagodas,  which  all  adjoin  the  park,  arc  surrounded 
by  a  great  wall,  and  each  pagoda  is  m  a  separate  enclosure 
of  its  own.   I,  dare  say  we  visited,  at  least,  a  dozen  of  tlieni, 
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all  differently  situated,  some  on  gentle  ele^'atioDs,  aome  <m 
the  plain,  and  soine  on  the  tops  of  high  bills,  approachable 

only  l>.V  rocky  stairs  of  difficult  ascent,  or  by  long  passages 

leading  throuuli  gloomy  caverns,   or  under  the  shadow  of 
enormous  rocks  •which  sceui  to  threaten  the  passenger  at 
every  step  with  in«-,(iint  annihilation,     l  lioy  arc  all  buildings 
of  great  c-\tcnt  antl  inagiuliccnce  ;  but  Pou-ta~la,  Avhich  may 
be  considered  as  the  gi"and  catliedial,  is  inhnitely  superior 
to  the  rc^t  in  point,  of  niagmnulc,  spltMulor,  and  celebrity. 
It  is  an  innnensc  cililice  and,  witli  tlic  oflires  belonging  to 
it,  covers  a  vast  deal  of  ground  (not  less  tlian  twenty  to 
twenty-live  acres)  and  contains,  I  should  conceive,  a  gre  iter 
quantity  of  materials  than  St.  Paul's.    The  principal  teinple, 
or  monastery  in  it,  in  which  eight  hun<hod  lamas,  or  pnests 
of  Fo,  are  lodged,  is  a  stpiarc  of  four  fronts,  eacii  Iruut 
upwards  of  two  liundred  feet  long,  inclosnig  a  (pxatirangio 
of  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  cat  h  side,  in  the  centre 
of  which  is  the  golden  eliapcl,  which,  includhig  tiie  profcc- 
tion  of  the  roof,  is  near  eighty  feet  scjuaic,  and  seventy  ieet 
high.    A  spacious  corridor  below,  and  open  galleries  above, 
connect  the  apartments  of  the  quadrangle,   the  d(  ptli  of 
which  apartments,  with  t!u;  rf^rrldor,  is  fortj'-scvcn  Ibet  in 
the  clear,    'i'lie  height  of  the  ijuilding  from  the  ground  on 
the  outside,  including  the  terraces,  is  two  hundred  and  iifty 
feet,  and  consists  of  eleven  stories,  three  in  the  terrace  and 
eight  above  it.   In  the  chape!  we  found  all  the  monks,  or 
lamas,  busily  engaged  in  their  devotions,  dressed  in  yellow 
vestments,  with  books  in  tlicir  hand**,  and  chanting  their 
litnrgy  in  a  kind  of  recitativo,  not  unlike  our  cathedral  ser- 
vice, and  not  disagreeable  U>  the  ear.  TUe  paraphernalia  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  THE  £MP£RaR  QF  CHINA. 

religion  displayed  here,  the  altars,  images,  tabernacles,  cen- 
sers, lamps,  candles,  and  candlesticks,  witli  the  sanctimonious 
deportment  of  the  priests,  and  the  solemnity  used  in  the  ce- 
lebration of  their  mysteries,  have  na  small  resemblance  to 
the  holy  mummeries  of  the  Romish  church  as  practisctl  in 
those  countries  where  it  is  rich  aitd  jjowerfuL  la  the  mid- 
dle of  the  chapel  is  a  small  space  railed  otV,  and  elevated  by 
three  steps  above  the  floor,  which  presents  three  altars 
richly  adorned,  and  three  colossal  statues,  one  of  Fo,  one  of. 
Fo's  wife,  and  the  other  of  some  great  TarUir  divinity,  whose 
name  I  forget,  all  said  to  be  of  solid  gold.  Behind  these  aiiars 
is  the  sanctum  sunctomm,  which  is  dimly  lighted  by  an  ex- 
piring lamp,  seemingly  placed  there  for  tlur  purpose  of  inspir- 
ing religious  horror,  or  exciting  pious  curiosity.  we  ap- 
proached it,  the  curtain,  which  had  just  before  been  drawn  a 
little  aside,  was  rapidly  t  l  )s  d,  as  if  on  a  sudden  alarm^ 
and  shut  out  the  shrine  fioin  our  profane  eyes,  i  jus  pagoda 
is  dedicated  to  Pon-fa^lo,  one  of  the  transmigrations  of  To, 
for  To,  like  Brimha,  the  supreme  divinity  of  tlie  Hindoos, 
has  condescended,  fiom  time  to  time,  to  leave  the  heavenly 
niansious,  and  to  become  mcarnate  amotiL^  men  and  beasts 
in  this  earthly  world  below.  Hence  he  is  represented  in  his 
temples  as  riding  upon  dragons,  rhinocerosses,  elephants, 
mules,  and  asses  ;  dogs,  rats,  cats,  crocodiles,  and  other 
amiable  creatures,  whose  figures  he  fancied  and  assumed, 
according  to  the  lama  mythology,  for  the  edification  and 
instruction  of  'I'artars.  Tiiere  are,  in  some  of  these  pagodas, 
a  tliousand  of  these  monstrous  statues,,  all  most  horribly 
«gly,  aad  so  ill  tepreseoted,  and  so  unlike  any  tim^  ia 
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heaven  or  earth,  or  in  tlie  waters  under  the  earth,  tliat  one 
motild  think  they  might  be  safely  worshipped  even  by  the 
Jews  without  iuciirring  the  guilt  of  idolatry.  There  iire  also 
niches,  filled  with  the  images  of  saints  and  bonzes,  without 
uunilx^r,  fully  sufficient  to  match  the  longest  catalogue  of  the 
Itomish  calendar.   The  emperor,  it  is  affirmed,  thinks  that 
he  is  not  only  descended  in  a  right  line  from  Fo  himself,  but 
cons>id(Mitig  the  great  length  and  unparalleled  prosperity  of 
his  i<  i^n,  entertains  of  late  a  strong  notion  that  the  soul  of 
I'o  is  act  ually  tnmsniigrated  into  his  inj|X'rial  body,  "  A 
**  est  (jutid  credere  de  se  noii  poss/i,  (*\  c.  i'^c."  so  that  the  un- 
huuiulfd  inunificencc  he  has  tlisplayed  in  the  erection  of 
these  {>aga<los,  may  be  looked  on  as  not  (|uite  so  disintc- 
rrslcd  ;   for,  accoitling  to  this  hypothesis,  there  has  been 
ijoihing  spent  out  of  the  family. 

We  v  ent  up  to  the  top  of  Poii-ta-la,  in  order  to  examine 
the  roof  of  the  chapel,  winch,  as  our  conductors  a^^surcU  ns 
in  the  most  solemn  manntM-,  is  covered  with  pliilcs  of  solid 
gold.  It  may  be  so,  but  without  such  an  extravagance,  so 
enormous  is  the  profusion  of  all  other  expense,  so  vast  the 
undertaking,  and  so  perfect  tlie  execution,  tliat  such  a 
monument  as  Pou-ta-la^  of  grandeur  and  stability,  required 
not  only  all  the  fervour  and  enthusiasm  oi  the  most  nuniifi- 
ccnt  bigot,  but  all  the  c\erlioi\  and  auth.ority  of  the  most 
powerful  and  the  most  opulent  monarch  of  the  east.  Our 
expedition  of  t))is  day,  from  the  time  of  our  leaving  home 
in  the  morning  till  our  return  iu'tbe  aflernoou,  lasted  upwards 
of  fourteen  hours. 
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Wednesday,  September  18th.  We  went  tlus  moraing  to 
oourty  in  consequence  of  an  invitation  from  the  eniperor,  to 
see  the  diioese  comedy  and  other  diversions*  given  on 
occasion  of  his  birth-day.   The  comedy  began  at  ciglil  o'dock 
A.  M.  and  lasted  till  noon ;  he  was  seated  on  a  throne  oppo- 
site the  stage,  irhich  projects  a  good  deal  into  die  pit.  The 
boxes  are  on  each  side  wiUiout  seats  or  division.  The  women 
are  placed  above,  behind  the  lattices,  so  that  they  can  en- 
joy the  amusements  of  tlie  theatre  without  being  obsen'^. 
Soon  af\er  we  came  in,  the  emperor  sent  for  me  aiid  Sir 
(George  Staunton  to  attend  him,  and  told  me,  with  great 
condescension  of  manner,  that  we  should  not  be  surprised- to 
sec  a  man  of  his  age  at  the  theatre,  for  that  he  seldom  came 
there,  except  upon  a  very  particular  occasion  like  the  pre- 
sent, for  that  considering  the  extent  of  his  dominions  and 
the  number  of  his  subjects,  he  could  spare  but  little  time  ibr 
such  amusements. '  I  endeavored,  in  the  turn  of  my  answer, 
to  lead  him  towards  the  subject  of  my  embassy,  but  he  seemed 
not  disposed  to  enter  into  it,  farther  than  by  delivering  me  a 
little  box  of  old  japan,  in  the  bottom  of  which  were  sonic 
pieces  of  agate  and  other  stones,  much  valued  by  the  Chi* 
rcsc  and  Tartars;  and  at  tlic  tr>p  a  small  book  written  and 
painted  by  liis  own  hand,  whicli  he  desired  iiu*  lo  present  to 
the  king  my  master,  as  a  token  of  his  friendsliip,  saying, 
that  the  old  box  had  been  eight  hundred  years  in  his  family, 
lie,  at  the  same  time,  gave  mc  a  bwk  for  niysohi  also 
written  and  puintrd  bv  him,  to^ctlicr  with  several  purses  for. 
Areca  nut.     lie  likewise  uave  a  i)iirso  of  tlie  same  sort  to  Sir 
Coorue  Staunton,  and  scut  sonic  small  jtresciils  to  the  other 
gentlemcji  of  the  embassy.    After  this,  several  pieces  of 
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ftikd  potcdain,  but  seemingly  of  no  great  value,  were  dis* 
tttbuted  amoDg  the  Tartar  princes  and  chief  courtiers*  who 
appeared  to  receive  them  with  eveij  possible  demomtratioii 
of  humility  and  gratitude. 

The  theatrical  entertainments  consisted  of  great  variety^ 
both  tragical  and  comical ;  several  distinct  pieces  were  acted 
in  sQCoessiony  though  without  any  apparent  connection  with 
one  another.  Some  of  them  were  historical  and  others  of 
pure  ^cy,  partly  in  recitattvo,  partly  in  singing,  and  partly 
in  fdain  speaking,  without  any  accompaniment  of  instni- 
mental  music,  but  abounding  in  love  scenes,  battles,  murders 
and  all  the  usual  incidents  of  the  drama.  Last  of  all  was 
the  grand  pantomine,  which,  from  the  ajiprobation  it  mci 
with,  is,  1  presume,  considered  as  a  first  rale  eflort  of  inven- 
tion and  ingenuity.  Tt  seemed  to  me,  as  far  as  1  could  coni- 
pi^end  it,  to  represent  the  marriage  of  the  ocean  and  the 
earth.  The  latter  exhibited  her  various  riches  and  productions, 
drat^us  elephants,  and  tigcre,  and  easjlf";,  and  ostriches ; 
oaks  and  pines,  and  oilier  trees  of  different  kinds;  tlie  ocean 
was  not  ))ehind-hand,  but  poured  forth  on  the  stage  the 
wealth  of  his  dominions,  under  the  figures  of  whales  and 
dolphins,  porpnises  and  leviathans  and  other  sea-nionstef^  ; 
besides  si»i[>s,  rocks,  shells,  sponges,  and  corals,  all  per- 
formed by  concealed  actors,  who  were  (juitc  perfect  in  their 
parts  and  performed  their  characters  to  admiration.  These 
two  niarine  and  land  regiments,  aAer  separately  parading 
in  a  circular  procession  (bra  considerable  time,  at  last  joined 
together  and,  forming  one  body,  came  to  the  front  of  the- 
stage,  whcn>  after  a  few  evolutions,  they  opened  to  the  li^t 
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and  left  to  give  room  for  tbe  whale,  who  seemed  tu  be  tlie 
commanding  officer,  to  waddle  (onR-ard,  and  who,  taking  his 
station  exactlj  opposite  to  the  emperor's  box,  spouted  out  of 
his  mouth  into  the  pit  several  tons  of  water,  which  quickly 
disappeared  through  the  perforations  of  the  floor.  Tfats 
ejaculation  was  received  with  tbe  liighest  applause,  and  two 
or  three  of  the  great  men  at  my  elbow  desired  me' to  take 
particular  notice  of  it,  repeating  at  the  same  time,  Hgo, 
Hmg^haot  charming^  delightful  I  As  the  entertainment  lasted 
some  hours,  and  there  was  an  unintemipted  comniunicatioa 
between  the  court  boxes,  where  we  were  and  the  others, 
several  of  the  principal  Mandarines  took  the  opportunit}'  of 
entering  into  frequent  conversation  with  us,  and  from  what 
passed  I  hare  certainly  derived  much  matter  of  obser\  ation 
and  reflection.   It  did  not  escape  me  that  most  of  these 
Mandarines  were  Tartars,  scarcely  any  real  Chinese  coming 
near  us,  but  among  those  that  addressed  us  the  most  fami- 
liarly I  particularly  remarked  two,  who  appeared  to  have  a 
more  conGdent  and  disengage  manner  than  the  rest,  and 
who  asked  us  whether  we  could  ^peak  Persian  or  Arabic. 
It  seems  they  were  Musselmen  and  chiefs  of  those  honles  of 
Calmucks  who,  not  long  since,  on  occasion  of  some  discon- 
tent or  misunderstanding  with  Russia,  migrated  in  great 
numbers  from  the  coasts  of  the  Caspian  to  the  frontiers  of 
China,  and  put  themselves  under  the  emperor's  protection, 
lie  gave  them  a  very  favorable  reception,  and  has  decorated 
these  two  leadci-s,  or  niirzas,  with  transparent  blue  buttons, 
and  peacock's  feathers  to  their  caps,  as  an  t  arnest  of  hj^ 
accepting  their  submission  and  allegiance.    A  little  before 
one  o'clock  P.M.  we  retired,  and  at  four  wc  returned 
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court  to  sec  the  evening's  entertainments,  which  were  ex- 
hibited on  the  lawn,  in  front  of  the  great  tent  or  pavilion, 
where  we  had  been  first  presented  to  tiic  emperor.  He 
arrived  very  soon  after  us,  mounted  his  throne,  and  gave 
the  signal  to  begin,  lliere  were  wrestling  and  dancing, 
and  tumbling,  and  posture-making,  which  appeared  to  usi 
particularly  awkward  and  clumsy,  from  the  performers'  lacing 
mostly  dressed  accordino^  to  the  Chinese  cosfinnc,  one  inse- 
parabie  part  of  wliich  is  a  ])air  of  heavy  fniilted  boots,  with 
the  soles  of  an  inch  thick.  The  wresller.s,  however,  sec  iiicd 
to  be  ]>retty  expert,  and  afforded  much  diversion  to  such  as 
are  admirers  of  the  palaestra. 

A  boy  climbed  up  a  pole  or  bamboo  tliirty  or  forty  feet 
high,  played  several  gambols,  and  balanced  himself  on  tlic 
top  of  it,  HI  various  attitudes,  but  his  [)erformaiice  fell  far 
short  of  what  I  have  often  met  with  iu  India. 

A  fciiow  lay  down  on  his  back  and  then  raised  his  feet, 
leiis,  and  tliighs  from  his  middle  perpendicularly  so  as  to 
form  a  right  angle  with  his  bmly.  On  the  soles  of  his  feet 
was  placed  a  large  round  empty  jar,  alx>ut  four  feet  long, 
and  from  two  and  a  half  feet  to  three  feet  in  diameter. 
This  he  balanced  for  some  time,  turning  it  lonnd  and  round 
horizontally,  till  one  of  the  spectators  put  a  little  boy  into  it, 
who,  after  throwing  himself  into  various  postures  at  the  mouth 
of  it,  came  out  and  sat  on  the  top.  He  then  stood  up,  theo 
fen  flat  upon  his  back,  then  shifted  to  his  bdly,  and  aflep 
showing  a  hundred  tricks  of  that  sort,  jumped  down  upo» 
the  ground  and  relieved  his  coadjutor. 
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A  man  then  came  forwdnl  and,  after  fastening  tliree  slen> 
der  sticks  to  each  of  his  boots,  took  six  porcehiin  dishes  of 
about  eighteen  inches  diameter,  «ad  balancing  them  sepa- 
rately at  the  end  of  a  little  irory  rod,  which  he  held  in  his 
band,  and  twirling  them  about  for  some  lime,  put  them  one 
after  the  other  upon  the  points  of  the  six  boot«sjticks  above 
mentioned,  thej  continuing  to  turn  round  all  the  while. 
He  then  took  two  small  sticks  in  his  left  hand,  and  put  dishes 
upon  them  in  tlie  same  manner  as  upon  the  otliers ;  and  also 
one  more  upon  the  little  finger  of  his  right  hand,  so  that  he 
had  Diue  dishes  annexed  to  him  at  once,  all  twirling  toge- 
ther, which,  in  a  few  minutes,  he  took  off  one  by  one,  and 
placed  them  regularly  00  the  ground  without  the  slightest 
interruption  or  miscarriage.  There  were  many  other  thing? 
of  the  same  kind ;  but  I  saw  none  at  all  comparable  to  the 
tumbling,  rope-dancing,  wire-walking,  and  straw-balancing 
of  Sadler's  WeDs ;  neither  did  I  observe  any  feats  of  equita- 
tion in  the  stile  of  Hughes's  and  Astley's  amphitheatres, 
although  I  had  been  always  tdd,  that  ihe  Tartars  were 
remarkably  skilful  in  the  instruction  and  disciplioe  of  their 
horses.    Last  of  all  were  the  fireuorks,  Avhich,  in  some  par- 
ticulars, exceeded  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  had  ever  seen. 
In  grandeur,  magnificence^  and  variety,  they  were,  I  own, 
inferior  to  those  of  Batavia,  but  infinitely  superior,  in  point 
of  novelty,  neatness,  and  ingenuity  of  contrivance.  One- 
piece  of  machinery  I  greatly  admired  ;  a  green  chest,  of 
five  feet  square,  was  hoisted  up^  by  a  iHiUey  to  the  height  of 
fifty  or  sixty  feet  from  the  ground  ;  the  bottom  was  so  con- 
structed as  then  suddenly  to  fall  out,  and  make  way  fop 
twenty  or  tliirty  strings  of  lauthoms  inclosed  in  the  box,  tc^ 
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descend  fniin  it,  unfolding  tlicimelves  from  one  another  by 
degrees,  so  as  at  last  to  form  a  collection  of  at  least  five 
liuiidrcd,  each  showing  a  light  of  a  beautifully  colored  flame, 
burning  briglUly  within  it.  This  devolution  and  devrlope- 
mcnl  uf  Ian  thorns  (which  appeared  to  me  to  be  composed  of 
gauze  and  paper)  were  several  times  repeated,  and  every 
time  exhibited  a  ditierence  of  color  and  figure.  On  each 
side  was  a  correspiondence  of  smaller  boxes,  which  opened, 
in  like  aiamier,  as  the  others,  and  let  down  an  immense 
network  of  fire,  with  divisions  and  ( opariinents  of  various 
forms  and  dimensions,  round  and  square,  hexagons,  octa- 
gons, and  lozenges,  w  hich  shone  like  the  brightest  burnished 
copper,  and  flnshed  like  prismatic  lightning,  with  every 
impulse  of  the  wind.  The  diversity  of  colors,  indeed,  which, 
the  Chinese  have  the  secret  of  cloathing  fire  with,  seems  one 
of  the  chief  merits  of  their  pyrotechoy.  The  whole  concluded 
as  at  Batavia,  with  a  volcano,  or  general  explonon  and  dis- 
cliai^  of  suns  and  stars,  squibs,  bouncers,  crackeiHt  rockets, 
and  grenadoes,  which  involved  the  gardens  for  above  an  Hoar 
after  in  a  cloud  of  intolerable  smoke.  Whilst  these  enter- 
tainments were  going  forward,  the  emperor  sent  to  us  a 
variety  of  refreshments*  all  whicht  as  coming  from'  liim,  the 
etiquette  of  the  court  required  us  to  partake  of,  although  we 
bad  dined  but  a  short  time  before. 

However  meanly  we  must  think  of  the  taste  and  deUcacy 
of  the  court  of  China,  whose  most  refined  amusemehts  seem 
to  be  chiefly  such  as  I  have  now  described,  together  with  the 
wretched  dramas  of  the  morning,  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that 
there  was  something  grand  and  imposing  in  the  general  effect 
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tliat  resulted  from  the  whole  spectacle ;  the  emperor  himself 
l^iner  seated  in  front  upon  his  throne,  and  all  iiis  great  men 
and  otiieers  attending:  ii^  their  robes  of  ceremony,  and  sta- 
tioned on  e;icli  side  of  liim,  some  standing,  some  sittinir,  some 
knecliuLs  and  die  Liuards  and  standard-bcaixTb  bchmd  them, 
in  uncalculable  numbers.  A  dead  silence  was  rigidly  ob- 
served, not  a  syllable  articulated,  or  even  a  laugh  exploded 
dtmog  the  whole  pertbrmaucc. 

Before  we  left  the  court  Van-ia-gin  told  me,  that  all  the 
.oa^monieB  and  diversions  of  Gehol  were  now  finished,^  and 
that  as  the  emperor  had  fixed  the  time  of  his  departwie  for 
YuetMiim-yuen  to  be  on  the  24th  instant,  it  would  be  proper 
for  us  to  set  out  some  days  before  him ;  he  therefore  proposed 
to  me  the  21st,  and  hoped  it  would  not  be  inconvenient-^ 
80  we  must  get  ready  accordingly.  • 

I  have  now  just  received  the  translation  of  my  note  to  tiie 
£rst  minister,  in  which  I  request  that  Captain  Mackintosh, 
having  safely  delivered  all  the  presents  brought  in  the  Hin> 
dostan,  and  paid  his  obeisance  to  the  empemr,  may  be  al- 
lowed to  repair  without  delay  to  Cheu-sany  to  resume  the  com- 
mand ci  his  ship  there,  that  bis  purser  may  be  permitted  tO' 
purchase  a  cargo  of  tea^  or  such  other  produce  as  that  port 
•and  its  neighbourhood  can  furnish,  and  that  the  officers  may 
have  leave  to  dispose  of  that  private  trade,  in  case  they 
should  have  any.  I  have  also  recommended  to  send  an 
European  missionary  with  Captain  Mackintosh,  who  may 
0f  thought  proper)  conduct  the  two  mathematicians  who  had 
come  to  Ta-cou,  in  order  to  enter  into  the  emperor's  service. 
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but  were  sUll  on  board  the  Hindoatan ;  and  I  htue  repeated 
tDjr  desire  to  have  a  free  connnanication  with  Canton  for  the 
purpose  of  epistolary  correspondence.  But  after  all  I  am  now 
under  some  difficulty  about  the  transmission  of  my  note  ;  I 
cannot  trust  the  legate^  and  none  of  the  missionaries  have 
as  yet  had  leave'  to  come  near  us  since  we  have  been  at 
Gehol.  Neitlif!!'  would  it  be  proper  to  send  it  by  a  common 
messenger,  if  such  could  be  procured  and  depended  on. 
Van-ta-i;ln  and  Chottria-gjat  say  they  cannot  venture  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matt^,  as  it  is  solely  m  the  Tartars  department 
llfaut  ff  penser, 

TJuirsday,  Septeml>cr  19th.  This*  morning  very  early 
my  interpreter  contrived  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  all  our 
attendants,  and  to  make  his  way  with  my  note  to  the  first 
minister's  house.  His  uiulcrhikino;  was,  howcvrr,  not  a  little 
diflicult  for,  bcinf^  dressed  in  tlie  I'iiiropean  liabit,  it  was  not 
without  some  obsirucl ion  and  r.wn  insult  tVom  the  populace, 
that  he  ^vas  able  to  pass.  Tlie  minister  not  beiuij  visible,  my 
paper  was  delivered  to  Ma-lon-yCj  one  of  his  se(  reliuies,  who 
promised  to  deliver  it  and  obtain  a  spenly  answer.  The 
intcrprctrr  oltored  him  a  handsome  presct.t  in  money  for 
this  ser^  ire ;  but  he  dorlined  accepting  it,  saying,  however, 
tliat  wlicii  he  returned  to  IVkin,  he  should  not  be  averse  to 
receive  from  me  some  little  Eiu'opcau  article,  as  a  mark  of 
mv  favor.  Late  this  cvenini:;  the  legate,  I  mi-fa-gin  aiul 
Cin>ii-ta-!Xin  came  here  together.  'J'hc  Tartar  took  out  of  his 
pocket  a  paper,  which  he  siiid  was  an  answer  to  my  note  of 
this  morning  to  tho  minister,  and  read  to  mo  the  contents, 
M'hich  vrere  as  follows:  . 
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Tliat  Captain  Mackintosh,  having  come  with  me,  could 
not  be  allowed  to  separate,  but  must  go  away  at  the  same 
time  witli  me  ;  that  his  sliip  might  sell  at  Cheu-san  what  goods 
she  had  brought,  and  take  in  a  loading  there  in  return,  for 
which  she  should  be  exempt  from  any  duties ;  tliat  the  two 
£uropeao  mathematicians  sliould  be  allowed  to  come  to 
Pekin,  and  enter  into  the  emperor's  service;  and  that  the 
minister  would  give  proper  directions  for  the  parpoae  without 
our  interference.  I  requested  a  copy  of  the  paper  from  the 
legate,  but  he  refused  it ;  and  iii  the  whole  of  tiiis  conference 
showed  himself  as  much  indisposed  to  us  as  ever :  but  what 
gives  me  much  more  serious  concern  is,  that  I  apprehend  a 
decided  disincUnatioo  towards  the  embassy,  in  a  more  im- 
portant quarter.  A  council,  I  fmd,  was  lately  held  upon 
our  subject,  to  which  the  first  minister  had  called  the  at- 
tendance, not  only  of  the  late  wcfoy  of  Canton,  Foo-clMn- 
.  tongj  but  had  brought  the  former  Hou-pou  of  Canton  out 
of  prison  (where  he  had  long  lain  under  sentence  for  various 
crimes)  and  consulted  him  at  the  board.  The  particulars  of 
ivhat  passed  there  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  but  I  can- 
not avoid  auguring  the  worst  from  the  convention  of  such  e 
•divan. 

Friday,  Si^pteniber  20th.  The  eoiperoi's  pveaents  for  the 
king,  consisting  of  lanthorns,  pieces  of  silk  and  porcelain, 
balls  of  tea,  some  drawiugSt  &c.  Sec.  were  finally  packed  up 
this  morning'  in  the  presence  of  the  Mandarines.  I  ordered 
George  III,  Rex,  to  be  marked  on  each  box,  to  prevent 
.any  mistake  or  confusion.  They  do  not  appear  to  roiT  to  be. 
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very^iiie»  aUboughmir  conductors  afTect  to  oobsftder  tbem  as 
ofigre&t  vailiic. 

w 

Yfe  have  been  busied  all  this  day  in  making  preparations 
for  our  journey  of  to-moiTOir..  I  unden^nd  . from  Van-la'gin 
'  and  Chou-to-gin  that  as  we  are  now  less  encumbered  than 
we  were  before,  \vc  shall  be  only  aix  days  tipon  the  road  in- 
'  stead  of  seven.  The  Tartar  J^te  came  and  made  us  a  visit 
to-day ;  Imt  had  nothing  more  to  mention  to  us  relative  to 
the  business  of  yesterday,  lie  said  he  slicnild  nrcompany  m 
to  Pckin,  and  hoped  to  visit  us  at  the  dilFerent  stages  which 
ire  meant  to  stop  at.' 

Saturday,  Sept.  21st.    This  njoraing  at  seven  oV  lock  A.  M. 
wc  set  out  for  Pckin  from  Gehol,  much  in  the  same  iiianiicr 
and  order  as  wc  liad  travelled  before  from  Pekin  to  Ciebol. 
Tiiu  road  was  so  very  heavy  (it  haviner  rained  in  the  ni^lit  for 
six  hours  Avithout  intermission)  that  we  did  not  reacli  this 
place  (Cola-choa-you)  where  wc  are  to  sleep,  till  four  o'clock 
P.  M.  although  the  distance  is  little  more  than  a  dozen 
English  miles.   I  went  this  evening  to  tlie  'top  of  a  higli 
liin  near  our  statioD,  from  ivheuce  I  liad  a  very  delightfid 
prospect*    It  was  an  amphitheatre  of  considerable  extent, 
ibrmed  B  j  a  spacious  grcien  le:irel  sunvNinding  the  eminence  I 
stood  upon,  watered  by  a  fine  river  that  almost  rendered  it 
an  island,  and  apparently  terminated  by  a  circular  screen 
of  mountains  overlapping  each  other,  but  which,  all  rising 
'  >q)amteljr  and  singly  from  the  plain,  left  open  in  reality  inr- 
Aiunerable  passages  between  them.  The  weather  had  beca. 
«old  and  Ti^indy,  though  not  unpleasant  in  the  sun.  ' 
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This  dajr  died  Jeremy  Held,  ODe  of  mjrgufura,  belonging 
to  the  royat  iiegiment  of  artillery.  Hk  disorder  was  occa> 
sioncd  by  a  surfeit  of  fruit,  the  man  having  eaten  no  less  than 
Ibrty  apples  at  a  breakfast. 

Sunday,  September  $2d.  This  moming  we  J^cied-  Reid 
the  gunner,  who  died  yesterday,  and  wo  proceeded  to  our 
present  stage  (Ckittg'chan-yau)  being  et^^teen  miles,  where 
we.  have  dined,  and  sbalt  stay  to-night  The  l^te  made 
us  a  short  vjstl  this  evening. 

Monday,  September.  23d.  Our  journey  to  Cou-;;te-^'o'<  tins 
day  has  been  twenty-four  n)iles.^  ,For  upwards  of  an  )iour 
before  we  readied  it,  .we  bad  a  very  fine  view  of  the  great 
wall  in  fiont  nf  us,  and  on  each  side  of  us.  Some  of  the 
gentlemen  of  (he  embassy  were  desirous  of  paying  another 
visit  to  it,  in  order  to  examine  it  with  greater  aeeurac^'  than 
before  ;  but  the  passage,  or  breach,  where  they  had  mounted 
on  ii  former  occasion,  having  been  stopped  up  durin<;  our 
absence  with  stones  and  rubbish,  and  consequently  now  r<jn- 
dcrcd  in.prarlicablc,  they  v  erc  ol)hged  to  look  out  for  another 
place  of  access,  which  having  discovered,  they  were  enabled 
to  gratify  their  curiosity  a  second  time. 

Tucs<lay,  September  24th.     Having  a  long  journey  of 
thirty-five  miles  to  perform  to-day,  we  set  out  very  early  in. 
tlic  morning,  and  in  about  nine  hours  reached  this  plaee 
(Min-iju-kiai)  where  we  purpose  remaining  to-night.  TJhe 
legate  made  us  another  visit  this  afleruoon. 
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Wednesday,  September  26th,  Our  stage  to<day  wa» 
twenty-seven  miles  -fiom  Mm-^'-kkn  to  Nan-^uii'sue,  We 
saw  nothing  of  the  legate  to-day. 

Thursday,  September  26th.  We  set  out  this  morning  «t 
four  o'clock  A.  M.  and  arrived  about  noon  at  my  hotel  at 
Pekio  (twenty-seven  miles)  having  peribrmed  the  journey 
from  Gehol  in  five  days  and  a  half.  We  were  lodged  and 
entertained  at  theemperor^s  houses  on  our  leturn,  in  the  same 
manner  and  wth  the  same  attentions,  as  in  our  former 
jouruLV.  Van-ta-gin  and  C/iou-ta'gin  continue  their  fiiondly 
disposii  io!i  toward  us  and,  on  c\ery  occasion,  do  us  all  the 
good  oliices  in  their  power  ;  but  the  legate  stiii  preserves  the 
same  vinegar  aspect  without  relaxation. 

PsKiir. 

Friday,  September  27th.  Wc  wcrr  all  this  morning  em- 
ployed in  arranging  the  remanuler  of  the  presents  to  be  sent 
to  Yutn-min-yuen.  Our  conductors  sccni  pressing  for  us  to 
finish  this  business,  wliicli,  added  to  our  own  observations  and 
intelligence  ixom  others,  induce  us  to  imagine  that  it  is  not 
intended  we  should  pass  the  winter  here. 

Saturday,  September  28th.  Tlic  greatest  part  of  the  pre- 
sents are  delivered,  and  my  interpreter  is  gone  to  Yuen-min-^ 
ytien,  in  order  to  assist  the  gentlemen  and  artists,  (whom  I 
kft  there,)  to  translate  and  explain  every  thing  relative  to  the 
raachineiy  and  management  of  the  planetarium,  orrery. 
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globes,  clocks,  Sec.  Sec.  so  that  the  missionaries  and  others, 
who  aie  to  have  the  charge  of  them,  may  be  able  to  keep 
them  in  order  after  our  departure. 

The  legate  visited  me  to  inform  inc  that  tlic  emperor  was 
to  arrive  on  Mooday  next,  and  that  it  was  the  custom  i'or 
ambassadors,  as  well  as  for  the  great  Mandarines  of  the  court, 
to  go  and  meet  him  on  the  road,  at  a  place  about  twelve 
miles  off.  He  therefore  proposed  to  me,  seeing  I  was  muck 
indisposed  with  the  rheumatism  that,  in  order  to  lessen  the 
fatigue,  I  should  sleep  at  my  former  quartet's  at  Ynen-min-' 
yueriy  which  were  half  way,  and  proceed  the  next  day  to 
attend  the  emperor.  Though  in  very  great  pain  at  tbe 
moment,  I  told  him  I  should  exert  myself  on  such  an  occa- 
sion to  the  utmost,  and  hoped  I  should  be  able  to  travel 
to-morroif. 

Sunday,  September  29th.  I  myself  quiet  till  the 
afternoon ;  and  then  set  out  for  this  place,  (Ytunmin-yueriy) 
where  I  now  am,  very  much  fatigued  and  going  to  bed  to 
recruit  ^fpr;  to-morrow's  expedition. 

Monday,  September  30th.  This  morning  at  four  o'clock 
we  were  all  in  motion,  and  arrived  at  our  ground  in  less  than 
two  hours.  We  were  conducted  into  a  large  saloon,  where 
refreshments  were  prepared  for  us,  and  then  proceeded  ta 
the  spot  where  the  emperor  was  to  pass^  and  to  take  notice 
of  our  attendance.  Our  station  was  on  a  high  bank  on  the 
left  of  the  road;  on  each  side  of  usy  and  opposite  to 
wen  several  thousands  of  Mandarines,  household  tniopv» 
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standai'd-beaids,  and  oUicr  court  officers  lining  Iho  way  for 
several  miles,  a»  liir  as  our  cjcs  could  reacfa.  Tiie  emperor 
himself  soon  made  his  ai)p(  ar;!nce  carried  in  a  kind  ot"  sedan 
clmir,  and  followed  by  a  eiiiiii'>y  state  ehariot  upon  tw« 
^vlicrls,  wjihout  springs,  wliich  ;iiut>l,  he  so  rou':»li  nm\  dis- 
agreeable a  j^j^jachiue,  that  1  tliink  be  wiW  be  tieliohted  wiih 
a  transition  tu  tUe  i4«gaut,  easy  cajnages  we  iiavc  broug^it 
for  him. 

We  paid  Dur  compliments  to  bim  as  heps^sedt  and  he  sent 
me  a  message  importing,  that  as  he  und^'stp^d  I  "vvjls  not  * 
well,  and  as  the  cold  weather  was  approsiching,  it  would 
be  better  for  nie  to  return  irnmediatelj  to  Pdcia»  ,U»an  to 
make  uuy  stay  at  yven-min-yuen.  ■  ' 

» 

The  minister  Cho-chang-tong  soon  followed  tiic  emperati 
and  gave  me  a  very  gracious  salute  as  he  passed  by,  but  he 
did  not  stop  a  moment,  as  I  imaged  he  would  do  fitiKii  irliat 
the  legate  had  said  yesterday. 

As  soon  as  the  cavalcade  was  at  some  distance,  and  the 
crowd  a  little  dispersed,  I  retomf^  to  Yuen'mm-^vcn,  and 
aftei^  resting  myself  there  a  short  time,  came  on  to  Fekin, 
where  I  arrived  this  afternoon*  extremely  tired  and  vcrj  much 
out  of  order. 

Tuesday,  October  1st.  Thi*  day  tlie  gentlemen  and  artists 
%vbo  had  been  employed  in  the  arrangement  of  the  planc> 
tartum,  lustres,  globes,  &c.  at  the  palace  of  Yuen'mht-^uen, 
retunied  there  to  finish  tliat  business,  and  to  put  up  Parftpr « 
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great  lens,  ^hich  I  had .  procured  from  Captain  Mackiotosli, 
and  which  seemed  to  strike  the  Chinese  in  a  most  particuiar 
manner ;  and  yet  so  ignorant  are  they  in  matters  of  the  kind, 
that  they  asked  Mr.  Barrow,  whetlier  he  could  not  make 
such  anotlier  for  them  ;  and  when  he  told  them,  that  it  was 
made  by  the  artist  who  had  executed  the  lustres,  and  whose 
sole  profession  was  to  compose  works  of  glass  and  crystal, 
and  that  tliere  was  not  such  another  lens  in  the  world  beside, 
■they  shook  their  heads,  as  if  they  doubted  liis  veracity  ;  hut 
having  asked  Dr.  Gillan  the  same  question  apart,  and  leceiv- 
ing  a  similar  answer,  they  appeared  to  be  somewhat  satisiiedv 
They  .however  requested  that  it  might  be  fixeil  in  its  place 
immediateiy^  and  when  they  were  informed  that  it  would 
require  some  time,  they  expressed  the  utmost  astonbhrnent, 
and  were  scarcely  made  to  oooAprehend  how  it  could  admit 
of  any  delay,  as  they  said  it  was  the  emperor^s  order  to  have 
It  doiie  instantly  for  he  was  impatient  to  see  it,  and  our 
gentlemen  might  have  an  huifdred,  two  hundred^  or 'any 
number  of  hands,  that  they  chose  to  call  for,  to  assist  them. 
The  legate,  indeed,  testified  no  less  surprise,  upon  a  former 
occasion,  on  being  told  tliat  it  would  take  several  weeks  to 
combine  all  tlie  difl^rent  movements  of  the  planetarium, 
imagining  that  labor,  not  skill,  was  the  only  thing  necessary,, 
and  that  putting  together  so  complicated  a  machine  as  a 
system  of  the  universe  was  an  operation  almost  as  easy  and 
simple  as  tlic  winding  up  a  jack. 

By  this  intercourse  with  the  palace,  a  new  channel  of  com- 
munication aiul  intelligence  has  been  opened,  and  which  wc 
have  ulfcadj  derived  some  advantage  iiom.    'I'liis  is  the ^iwre 
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fortunate,  because  none  of  the  missionaries,  except  Father 
KosiHski,  have  been  ailowed  to  frequent  us  since  we  returned 
from  GehoL 

It  seems  that,  before  our  arrival  and  tlie  presentation  of 
the  king's  letter,  some  of  the  emperor's  ministers  liad  given 
it  as  their  solemn  opinion,  that  we  should  be  desired  to  de- 
part at  the  end  of  our  forty  days,  which  period  is  pretended 
by  the  Cliiuesc  to  be  the  term  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the  empire 
for  the  stay  of  a  foreign  cMilu^sy.  To  obviate  this  notion  ia 
time  and  to  rectify  some  otiter  mistakes,  I  sent  a  note  to  the 
minister  (Cho-cfwn~tongJ  expressing  my  thanks  to  tiic  em- 
peror for  his  gracious  permission  that  Ca])laia  Mackintosh's 
ship  should  load  al  Chcii-san  ;  but  repealing  that  as  nothing 
could  be  done,  but  under  Uic  inspection  of  Captain  Mackin- 
tosh faiiBBelf,  for  whose  discretion  and  good  oondnct  I  would 
foe  responsible,  I  hoped  he  might  be  allowed  to  rejoin  lus  ship 
at  Cheu-um  withont  delay.  Thai  with  regard  to  myself,  I 
proposed  to  return  to  Europe  by  way  of  Canton,  for  which 
place  I  Aould  ask  the  emperor's  permissioD  to  set  out,  as 
soon  «fter  the  new  year  as  the  season  would  allow,  as  I  ex- 
pected the  king's  ship  would  be  then  arrived  at  Mbcbo,  in 
order  to  convey  me  home. 

The  minister's  answer  to  this  note  is  a  desire  to  see  me 
at  Yuen-min'^tten  tomorrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  October  5Sd.  This  morning,  though  much'  in- 
disposed, I  went  to  Fiten'4in'}i>^if«ii,  and  found  the  minister 

sitting  with  the  Fou4mh  and  the  Fau4{oH*%  brother  Fao^ihait' 
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long,  but  ho  other  colaos  attending.  He  began  by  deliver- 
ing to  inc  some  letters  wluch,  he  said,  were  just  arrived  by 
the  post  from  Cheusan.  One  of  them  was  for  Captain  Mack- 
intosh from  his  first  mate,  and  there  were  two  from  Sir 
Erasmus  (jowcr  to  inj'.self.  On  asking  me  what  news  they 
brought  ?  1  immediately  told  him  the  contents,  which  were 
that  the  Lion  was  preparing  to  leave  Cheusan  with  all  expe- 
dition ;  but  that  the  Hindostan  could  not  depart  till  her 
coniniander  should  join  her.  I  then  freely  put  into  his  hands 
the  letters  (liem selves,  in  order  to  remove  from  his  mind 
any  doul))  Ik  might  entertain  of  the  autUeuticity  of  my  in- 
fonnatiou  to  ium. 

He  said,  he  hoped  the  Lion  was  not  c^ne ;  for  he  imagined 
that  after  so  long  an  absence  from  home,  I  must  be  very 
desirous  of  soon  returning  to  it,  and  that  the  emptrror,  upon 
tirst  hearing  that  I  was  ill,  and  that  I  had  lost  some  of  my 
people  by  death  since  my  arrival  in  China,  remarked  liow 
much  foreigners  were  liable  to  suffer  from  the  cold  winters  of 
Pekin,  and  had  expressed  his  apprehensions  that  we  should 
run  great  i  iak  of  injuriiig  our  healths,  if  we  did  not  set  out 
from  it  before  tlie  frost  commenced.  The  minister  added,  that 
as  to  the  leasts  and  ceremonies  of  the  new  year  m  hich,  he  ob- 
served, 1  had  n)cntioned  in  my  note,  they  were  nothing  more 
than  a  repetition  of  the  amusements  I  had  already  seen  -at 
Ciehol.  'i'o  this  1  answered,  that  I  had  been  accustomed  to 
cold  climates,  and  was  therefore  not  much  afraid  of  feeling, 
i^iconveniency  from  that  of  Pekin,  especially  as  I  had  taken 
precautions  to  guard  a^^ust  its  ill  cil'ects.   After  a  few  more 
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words  upon  this  subject,  I  begged  to  recal  to  his  recollection 

the  tlattrring  hopes  he  had  given  me,  when  at  Gchol,  that  I 
should  have  frequent  opporUaiilies  of  seeing  hiui  at  Yucu* 
min-t/unit  the  earhest  of  wliich  I  wished  to  take,  ia  order  to 
exphiiu  to  him  fully  my  sovereign's  instructions  to  me,  and 
to  enter  into  negociation  upon  the  points  contained  in  tbeni ; 
that  as  yet  I  had  barely  opened  niy  coniniis.sion,  but  it  was 
the  king's  ^M:»h  that  1  niigiit  be  allowed  to  reside  at  his  (tho 
king's)  expense  constantly  at  the  emperor's  court,  according 
\Q  the  custom  in  l^uvope,  for  the  purpose  of  cuUi\  ating  and 
cementing  a  firm  fricnd5»hip  between  two  such  po^ciiul 
inonarchs  ;  I  saitl  thcit,  u  iiii  this  view,  I  had  been  directed  to 
propose  that  the  oniprror  would  please  to  send  a  reciprocal 
embassy  to  England,  the  care  of  which  I  would  undertake  to 
have  managed  ii^  such  a  manner,  as  I  was  sure  would  be 
i^igbly  satisfactory;  that  I  should  have  pix)pcr  ships  with  every 
accowuucHiation  prepared  for  the  purjiuse  of  conveying  it  to 
England,  and  bringing  it  back  to  China  in  safety,  with  every 
possible  mark  of  honor  and  respect.  I  then  explained  to 
^mn  generally  the  favoi-s  I  had  chiefly  to  ask,  endcavomig 
to  state  them  in  such  a  manner  and  in  such  terms,  as  to 
take  away  any  appearance  of  demand,  and  merely  to  con- 
vey a  sens*i  of  their  propriety  in  themselves,  unattended 
with  the  slightest  inconvenience  of  any  kind  whatsoever  to 
China ;  and  an  assurance  to  him,  that  they  would  be  received 
as  strong  marks  of  benevolence  and  friendship  towards  the 
prinee  who  had  sent  mc  to  request  them,  and  whose  subjects 
would  always  endcax  our  to  render  themselveft  deserving  of 
llna.  emperor's  iavor  and  protection. 
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Tlie  minister,  with  bb  usual  address,  avoided  e&teiibg  into 
any  discussion  of  these  points,  which  I  bad  taken  ad  niidi 
pains  to  lay  before  him,  and  turned  the  discourse  upon  tiift 
state  of  my  health,  assuring  ine  that  the  emperor's  proposal 
for  my  departure  arose  chiefly  from  his  anxiety  fl,bottt  it ; 
Ibr  that  otherwise  my  stuy  couH  not  but  be  agreeable  to  him. 

Although  from  the  oouise  of  the  conreitetionf  and  ^fiom 
the  deportment  of  tlie  minister  and  his  two  assessors,  Z  was 
led  to  draw  rather  an  unfavorable  inference  reTative  to  mj 
business,  y^  when  I  rose  to  take  feave,  nothing  could  be 
more  gradous,  or  more  flattoing  than  tibe  expressbns  whidi 
he  made  use  of  to  me  upon  the  occasion,  in  so  much  that  mjp 
interpreter  congratulated  me  on  the  -fhir  prospect  of  mjr 
ne^gociation,  and  said  that  he  expected  the  hi^piest  issue 
from  it.  Nevertheless  nnce  my  return  home,  I  have  r»« 
ceived  two  different  communications,  by  which  I  am  ki* 
firmed,  that  the  emperor's  answer  to  the  king's  letter  is 
already  prepared,  and  sent  to  be  translated  into  Latin  frotn 
the  Chinese.  This,  I  find,  is  an  in&Ilible  indication  of  the 
court's  intentions,  and  as  a  signal  for  ug  to  take  onr  leave. 
I  am  afraid  that  there  is  good  ground  for  my  apprehensioti* 
as  Van-ta-gin  and  Chmhia'gint  ^^  ho  have  just  been  herd, 
tell  me  that  I  shall  have  a  message  from  the  minister  to  meet 
him  to-morrow  at  the  palace.    Tliey  say,  that  the  emperof'a 
letter  for  the  king  will  probably  be  then  di'livered  to  ine,  (for 
they  pretend  not  to  know  certainbf  that  it  will)  in  which  case, 
they  advise  me  to  ask  permission  to  depart  without  delay, 
I  suppose  thej  have  been  directetl  to  hold  this  discoui-ge  to 
me ;  but  they  appear  much  dejected,  for  t>esides  the  k)ss  of 
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such  tid vantages  fumi  us,  as  they  might  expect,  should  wc 
obUiin  the  objects  of  the  embassy,  they  have  now  Httle  hopes 
of  the  advciucement  and  prclcrnient  at  court,  wliicli  they 
had  conceived  iiopeb  of,  irom  being  selected  to  atteud  us. 

Padre  C/<o,  the  interpreter,  Mho  left  Die  at  Macao,  having 
resumed  his  Chinese  dress,  is  now  come  to  join  liis  family 
here,  and  briiigs  me  a  letter  fioiii  Mr.  Irwin,  one  of  our 
commissioners  at  Canton,  dated  the  2d  July,  communicat- 
ing to  me  the  })rincipal  oci  ui  rcncos  in  Europe  down  to  the 
10th  January  last,  by  wlueh  it  apfx  ars  tliat  a  war  with  the 
French  convention  m  almost  iuevitubie. 

Thursday,  October  3.  The  legate  came  early  tliis  morn- 
mg  to  acquaint  me,  that  the  first  minister  and  several  other 
colaos  were  to  assemble  at  the  palace  of  the  city,  and  hoped 
that  I  would  meet  them  there  in  ceremony,  as  soon  as  I  could 
be  ready.  Being  ill  in  bed  wheu  he  came,  and  scarcely 
able  to  rise,  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  received  a  more 
unpleasant  message  in  my  life.  However,  I  got  up  imme- 
diately, and  gave  directions,  in  consequence  of  this  sum- 
mons, to  prepare  every  thing  for  the  occasion.  It  was  not 
long  before  I  set  out,  but  I  need  not  have  been  so  punctual, 
for  we  were  kept  waiting  near  three  hours  before  tlie  minister 
and  his  coadjutors  were  in  proper  order  for  our  reception. 
At  last  we  were  conducted  through  seseral  spaciops  courts, 
and  over  several  magnificent  bridges,  to  the  foot  of  the  great 
stairs  of  the  imperial  hall,  Avhere  I  found  an  arm-chair  covered 
with  a  fine  yellow  silk,  representing  the  majesty  of  China  and 
contuuiug  the  emperor's  letter  to  the  king.   After  making  our 
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Hsiial  reverences,  Ave  proceeded  to  the  hall,  the  chair  and 
letter  .being  curried  up  in  great  state  before  us. 

Tlie  minister  explained  to  me  the  meaning  of  all  tliis 
ixmnahty,  and  loiu  me  tliat  lii'  letter,  which  was  now  un- 
POVered,  would  be  sent  to  my  house  in  the  same  pomp  ;  but 
lie  thd  not  teli  me  what  was  in  it.  lie  then  pointed  to  some 
tables,  upon  which  were  arranged  in  greak  regularity  a 
immber  of  bundles,  with  yellow  wrapper*  over  them,  and 
said  they  were  the  remainder  of  the  emperor's  presents  to 
the  king,  and  also  some  presents  for  myself  and  for  ail  the' 
persons  who  bad  come  witli  me  from  Engiand, 

AU  that  had  now  passed  was  not  only  without  the  minister  s 
usual  gmciousness  of  manner,  but  with  a  degree  of  coostraint 
and  stifibess,  that  appeared  to  me  not  natural  but  assumed 
for  the  occasion.  I  soon,  however,  discovered  bis  real  in- 
dispoution  towards  us,  by  hb  decisive  refusal  of  some  magni- 
ficent presents  which  I  had  made  him,  and  which  1  had 
every  reason  firom  himself  to  imagine  he  liad  accepted,  as  he 
had  informed  me  into  whose  charge  they  should  be  delivered. 
The  other  colaos  were  equally  steady  in  their  refusal,  and 
bad  declined  what  I  sent. 

I  was  now  almost  fainting  with  latigne,  and  therefote-  re*- 
quested  the  minuter^s  leave  to  retire,  but  first  reminded  him 
of  the  points  1  had  mentioned  to  him  yesterday,  which  I  had 
had  my  sovereign's  commands  to  solicit,  (although  not  par- 
ticularly specified  in  bis  letter,)  and  requested  that  he  would 
allow  Sir  George  Staunton  to  continue  the  subject  with  him>, 
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as  I  wa«»  unable  to  speak  longer.  Hcsaid,  T  iniglit  send  him 
a  note  of  my  requests;  but  he  said  it  in  such  ii  tone  as  gives 
nie  no  grcut  hope  s  of  success  from  it,  especially  as  he  chose 
to  be  fjuitc  silent  on  the  suhject  of  my  former  note,  which, 
from  the  manner  of  our  jiiirting  yesterday,  1  bad  reason  lo 
think  be  would  have  mentioned  to  me  to  day. 

Soon  after  my  return  home  this  afternoon,  the  emperor's  let- 
ter to  the  kiiiu  was  brousjht  to  my  house  in  great  cennnony,  ac- 
companied by  sixteen  Mandarins  of  rank  and  their  aiiendants. 
The  presents  followed  it,  and  those  for  the  king  were  imme- 
diately packed  up  in  b^xes  and  marked  as  before. 

It  is  now  Ixiyond  a  douUt,  althongh  nothing  was  said  to- 
day upon  the  subject,  that  the  court  wishes  us  to  be  gone, 
and  if  we  do  not  take  the  hmts  already  given,  they  may  pos- 
siblj  be  imparted  to  as  in  a  broader  and  coarser  manner, 
wbidi  would  be  equally  unpleasant  to  the  dignity  of  the  em- 
basBj,  and  the  success  of  its  objects. 

Hiat  no  time  might  be  lost  or  advant^  taken,  I  hatre 
dispatched  to  the  minister  the  note  which  he  had  deshvd 
me  this  nuMniog  to  send  to  him.  It  consists  of  six  principal 
articles  extracted  from  my  instructions  and  cbmpressed  into 
as  narrow  a  compass  as  j)ossible.  The  first  is  a  request  to 
allow  the  Eaglish  merchants  to  trade  to  CheuFum^  Ximtpo, 
and  2¥eMMar*  Sd.  To  aUow  them  to  hare  a  warehouse  at 
Pekin  for  the  sale  of  their  goods,  as  the  Russians  had  for- 
merly. 3d.  To  allow  them  some  small  detached,  unfortified 
island  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chusao,  as  a  mMoaine  for 
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their  unsold  goodsv  and  as  a  residence  ht  their  people  to 
take  care  of  tbem.  4th.  To  atlov  them  a  similar  privilege 
near  Canton,  and  some  other  trifling  indulgences.  5th.  To 
abolish  the  transit  duties  between  Maoio  and  Canton»  or* 
at  least,  to  reduce  them  to  the  standard  of  1783.  6th.  To 
prohibit  the  exaction  of  any  duties  from  English  roercliants* 
over  and  above  those  settled  by  the  emperor's  diploma,  a 
copy  of  irhich  is  requested  tu  be  given,  to  them  (as  they  have 
never  yet  been  able  to  see  it)  for  their  unequivocal  directioo. 

Friday,  Octol>er  4th.    Yesterday  evening  .^thrar  Amyot» 
who  had  sent  me  the  earliest  notice  of  tlie  emperor's  letter 

to  the  king  being  prepared,  and  several  other  pieces  of  ioa-* 
portant  inti  Uigertcc,  who  seemed  watchful  over  our  interests 
and  anxious  for  our  success,  found  means  of  letting  Sir  George 

Sfaiinton  know  (for  I  was  very  ill  and  obliged  to  go  to  be^^ 
his  sentiments  on  the  state  of  our  affairs  licrc  at  lliis  juncture, 
for  my  speedy  infrmviution.    He  is  of  opinion,  that  tli© 
Chinese  consider  embassies  as  mere  temporary  ceremonies, 
sent  on  particular  occasions  only,  imne  of  those  from  Europe 
having  been  of  any  considerable  duration,  and  the  last  from 
Portii^al,  though  very  well  received,  of  less  than  six  weeks. 
That  tbcy  have  as  yet  no  farorablc  ideas  of  treaties  with 
distant  powers,  but  that  tliey  might  be  rendered  sensible  of 
thena  if  applied  to  and  solicited  without  precipitation,  and 
managed  with  caution  and  adroitness ;  fcwr  nothing  was  to  be 
expected  as  attainable  on  the  sudden. 

He  thinks  that  the  embassy  would  have  met  with  fewer 
difficulties  at  its  outset,  if  it  had  arrived  before  the  govcra* 
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ment  liad  bven  alaiuit  J  by  the  news  of  jrreat  lioubles  in 
Europe  ;  the  iiihabilunts  of  uhich  me  iiuliscriuiinately  con- 
sidered by  thciu  as  of  a  tuibulent  character,  but  neverthe- 
less that  my  embassy  had  been  so  briUiuiil,  awd  has  made  such 
jan  impression  in  the  country,  as  must  in  the  end  he  produc- 
tive of  very  happy  Cf)iisequencet5,  notwithstanding  any  dlffep* 
ent  appearajioe  at  present  lie  advised,  that  the  ground 
gained  by  sending  an  embassy  from  the  king  to  the  emperor 
should  by  no  means  be  lost,  but  be  followed  up  by  an  in- 
tercourse of  letters  between  tbein«  which  the  annual  ships 
jiii^ht  coovej,  and  whidi  might  be  still  improved,  and  per- 
haps carried  to  the  most  dearaUe  effect  by  a  person  resident 
-at  Canton,  with  the  kings  commission,  in  order  to  insuie 
him  access  to  the  Ficeroj,  and  to  enable  him  to  appear  at 
court,  and  negotiate  with  authority,  in  case  he  should  be 
invited  to  attend  there,  on  occasion  of  the  accession  of  a  new 
emperor,  or  any  other  solemnity.  He  desired  me  to  be  told, 
that  he  was  afraid  my  illness  liad  been  occasioned  by  disap- 
pointment here ;  but  that  I  ought  not  to  give  way  to  feelings 
of  that  sort,  as  both  tliose  who  had  planned  the  embassy  and 
had  undertaken  it,  might  well  forego  the  satisfaction  of  mo- 
mentary promises,  in  &vor  of  the  more  solid  and  permanent 
advantages  wldch  must  gradually  follow  from  it.'  In  conclu- 
sion, his  judgment  was,  that  it  would  be  most  for  our  inte- 
rests, at  present,  to  signify  my  wishes  to  return  home  9^ 
soon  as  I  could  conveniently  set  out 

This  is  nearly  tlio  sum  of  the  good  father's  opinion  and 
a(l\  icc,  tliough  mixeci  with  many  other  obsen'ations  and  ideas 
relative  to  the  late  subversion  in  Trance,  wliich  arc  needless 
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'  to  insert  here,  but  whicli  strongly  mark  the  horror  it  has  in- 
spired, and  which  may  jirohably  prove  advantageous  to  us, 
but  I  do  not  require  many  arguments,  at  present,  to  induce  me 
to  follow  my  own  sentiments,  which,  since  tlic  receipt  of  Mr. 
Irwin's  letter,  strongly  lead  me  to  depart,  both  on  account 
of  tlie  propriety  of  the  measure  in  itself,  ^ad  the  beneficial 
service  which,  if  the  Lion  be  not  gone,  I  may  possibly  be 
able  to  render  to  the  company,  in  case,  when  1  arrive  at 
C^ton»  I  should  find  Mr.  irwin's  jq^prehensions  realized 
of  a  war  with  the  French  convention.  Nevertheless,  having 
been  selected  for  this  commission  to  China,  the  first  of  its 
kind  irom  Great  Britain,  of  which  considerable  expectations 
of  success  had  been  formed  by  many,  and  by  none  more 
than  by  myself,  I  csumot  help  feeling  the  disappointment 
most  severely.  I  cannot  lose  sight  of  my  first  prospects 
without  infinite  regret.  The  consciousness  of  doinn;  all  ia 
a  man's  power  to  do,  in  the  cxcrci^.e  of  public  employ- 
ments, is  an  ultimate  consolation  against  most  evils  that 
can  happen;  but  it  requires  no  ordinary  strain  of  phi* 
losophy  to  reconcile  him  at  once  to  the  immediate  failure  of 
success  in  a  favorite  undertaking,  be  the  remote  conse- 
quences ever  so  flattering.  In  Father  Amyot's  letter  to  me, 
before  I  set  out  for  Gehol,  he  desired  me  not  to  be  disturbed 
or  discouraged  by  any  untoward  accidents,  and  to  be  assured 
that,  in  the  end,  the  objects  of  the  embassy  might  be  attained 
by  patient  perseverance  and  unruffled  attention;  and  his 
opinion  seems  not  to  be  changed  by  what  has  happened  since. 
From  living  half  a  century  in  this  country,  possibly  from 
•  well-grounded  knowledge  and  experience,  he  is  become  a 
,vcry  warm  admirer  of  the  Chinese  nation,  and  has  taken 
vol..  II.  a  n 
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inncli  pninn  and,  in  some  instances,  not  without  success, 
to  icniox f  several  false  ideas  Ciilcrtained  in  Europe  of  their 
(hiiiiuier,  customs,  and  pohcv.  I  have  been  so  short  h 
liiiu;  ill  tlic  country,  and  he  has  been  so  long  in  it;  I  have 
fcoen  so  httlr  of  it,  he  has  sccji  so  much  ;  he  is  besides  a  man 
of  such  proljity  and  universal  charity,  that  his  opinion  is  en- 
titled to  cotisideiablc  respect  Ironi  me;  nevertheless,  from 
the  OK  at  deference  and  veneration  which  the  Chinese  have 
long  paid  to  his  acknowledged  virtue  and  abilities,  he  rnay 
have  insensibly  contracted  too  great  a  partiality  for  thrni, 
and  may  view  their  government  through  a  t^attering  meduim. 
Ilis  apostolic  ;^eal  too,  which  is  a  predominant  feature  of  his 
character,  may  tend  to  render  him  sanguine;  he  knows  that 
without  a  better  intercourse  between  Europe  and  China,  or 
a  miraculous  interposition  from  above,  the  gospel  is  likely 
to  make  but  a  slow  progress  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  and  he 
knows,  that  if  the  trade  of  China  wei-e  once  properly  opened 
to  us,  it  would  wonderfully  facilitate  the  business  of  conver- 
sion, and  tliosc  of  his  o^vn  faith  would  still  have  the  vineyard 
to  themselves ;  for  he  has  no  jealousy  of  the  English  interfer- 
ing with  them  in  the  proselyte  branch. 

At  this  time  it  is  a  prevailing  opinion  among  the  missionaries, 
and  such  whose  minds  are  solely  employed  upon  religious 
ol^ects,  that  the  crisis  of  catholioism  is  at  hand,  and  that 
the  church  of  Rome  is  to  rise  triumphant  and  universal  Irom 
all  the  troubles  and  convulsions  that  now  assault  and  distract 
it.  These  considerations  naturally  lead  the  good  father  to 
contribute  his  endeavors,  and  to  wish  us  not  to  relinquish  an 
object,  which  certainly  no  other  power  is  more  likely  to  at- 
tain.  He  possibly  is  afraid  that  I  may  imbibe  hasty  prejn- 
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dices,  and  that  my  vanity  may  be  Mounded  hv  finding  that 
onr  apjiearance  and  addrcs'i,  whicli  he  liad  reckoned  so  much 
upon,  had  availed  us  so  little  iicrc,  and  he  is  thcrefijie  80lici> 
tous  to  set  me  right  and  prevent  my  going  wrong. 

Whether  the  difficulties  we  have  met  witli  arise  clneflj  from 
the  particular  humour  and  jealousy  of  the  court,  or  from  the 
immutable  laws  of  the  empire,  which  they  talk  so  much  of, 
must  be  left  to  time  to  determine ;  but  from  the  observations 
which  it  lias  faUea  in  my  way  to  make,  I  should  rather 
imagine  that  the  perscmal  character  of  the  ministers,  alarmed 
by  the  most  trifling  accident,  the  aversion  they  may  natu« 
rally  have  to  sudden  inncnration,  especially  at  the  emperor's 
late  j)€riod  of  life,  and  some  recent  events  ill  understood, 
joined,  perhaps,  to  a  paltry  intrigue,  have  been  among  the 
chief  obstacles  to  my  business;  fox  most  of  the  principal 
people,  whom  I  have  had  opportunities  of  knowing,  I  have 
found  sociable,  conv«aible,  good  humoured,  and  not  at  all 
indisposed  to  fbreigners.  As  to  the  lower  orders  tliey  are  all 
of  a  trafficking  turn,  and  it  seemed  at  the  sea-ports,  where 
we  stopped,  that  nothing  would  be  more  agreeable  to  thcni 
than  to  see  our  ^ips  often  in  their  harbors.  MHth  regard  to 
their  immutabh  laws,  what  laws  are  reaUy  so  I  know  not ; 
but  I  suspect  the  phrase  has  no  very  precise  meaning,  and 
is  only  made  use  of  as  a  general  shield  against  reason  and 
argument ;  for  we  know  that  they  have  broken  through  some 
of  their  laws,  that  were  declared  to  be  unalterable.  Hie 
recent  instance  of  the  ceremony  in  my  own  case  is  one,  not 
to  mention  otliers,  which  the  accession  of  the  present 
dynasty  to  the  throne  must  have  often  rendered  necessary. 
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I  have  written  down  these  reflections  ns  tlicy  arose  in  my 
mind;  how  far  they  arc  just,  it  is  not,  at  this  moment,  in 
my  power  to  ascertain ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  appears  Xo  luc 
tliat  the  wisest  measure,  lor  the  pubUc  service  and  my  on  ij 
character,  will  be  to  retire  with  as  good  a  graec  asi  can,  and 
to  signify  my  intentiouii  to  do  so  without  delay. 

'Die  more  distant  ohjcets  of  my  mission  must  be  for  future 
consideration,  and  depend  on  rireumstanecs,  on  my  finding 
the  Lion  still  at  Chcu-san,  and  on  such  further  news  as  1  may 
karn  at  Cautou« 

I  dispatched  a  note  to  the  first  minister,  in  which,  after  a 
few  compliments,  I  acquainted  him  that  as  soon  as  I  should 
receive  a  written  answer  to  the  requests  of  my  former  note, 
I  wished  to  have  the  emperor's  leave  to  depart,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  Chcu-saHy  from  whence  it  was  possible  that  Sir  Eras- 
mus Gower  was  not  5'et  sailed,  and  for  whom,  in  that  hope, 
I  inclosed  a  letter,  desiring  him  to  w  ait  for  my  arrival ;  but 
that,  in  case  Sir  Erasmus  should  have  sailed,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  me  to  proceed  to  Canton,  as  the  Hindostan, 
which  must  remain  till  Captain  Mackintosh  joined  her,  eould 
not  accommodate  half  of  my  train  and  baggage ;  and  I  con- 
cluded, as  I  begun,  with  the  pustomary  compliments  and 
professions. 

Late  this  evening  the  legate  came  to  inform  me,  that  the 
minister  had  dispatched  my  letter  for  Sir  Erasmus  Gower, 
and  that  my  desire  of  taking  leave,  and  of  proceeding  to 

Chm-san  was  agreed  to :  and  that  to  prevent  anjr  likelihood 
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of  our  being  surprised  by  bad  weather,  the  emperor  had 
iixed  the  7th  instant  for  the  beginning  of  our  journey,  and 
given  orders  that  every  honor  and  tlistinction  sliould  be  paid 
us  on  the  road.  He  added,  that  I  should  receive  the  answer 
to  my  rc(]uests,  when  I  took  leave  of  the  niinisler,  wlio 
would  come  into  the  city  on  the  morning  of  my  departure 
for  the  purpose  of  deUvering  it  to  me,  and  of  wishing  me  a 
prosperous  return  home.    So  this  matter  is  mw  settled. 

Saturday,  October  oth.    Van-ta-gin  and  C/iou-fa-gin  tell 
me,  that  the  emperor  has  appointed  two  very  great  men, 
Sim-ia-ghi  and  I-shoii-tn-gint  to  conduct  us.    Tlie  latter  I 
remember  to  have  seen  at  Gchol,  the  former  is  my  acquaint- 
ance who  had  been  on  the  frontiers  of  Russia,  and  wiio 
accompanied  us  on  our  visit  to  the  garden  of  Gehol  and  tlx© 
pagodas  of  Fou-ta-la  and  its  euvirous. 

The  legate  is  to  go  no  farther  witli  us  than  to  Tien-sin 
but  Va/i-ta-gin  and  ChoU'ta-gin  say  tliey  are  not  yet  irj. 
ibnued  how  far  they  are  to  attend  us ;  but  they  suppose  not 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  province. 

Sunday,  October  6lb.  The  legate,  Van^ta-gin  wndChou^ 
ta-gin  came  ^rljr  this  morning,  id  cffder  to  assist  us  in  our 
preparations  for  departure  to-morrow,  and  to  give  directions 
tor  providing  us  with  whatever  accommodations  we  may  re« 
quire.  T\\Gy  say  all  will  be  ready  to  a  minute,  so  that  we 
may  set  out  as  soon  as  I  receive  notice  of  the  minister's 
being  prepared  for  the  ceremony  of  my  taking  leave.  J 
undeiBtaiid  that  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  gieat 
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people  at  court,  who  have  expressed  their  being  much 
pleased  with  us,  and  who  wish  that  we  had  continued  here 
longer. 

ToNG-Siou. 

I^Ionday,  October  71I1.  Tliis  day  at  noon  ne  set  out  from 
my  hotel  atPckui  on  our  road  to  Chcu-mn.  In  iny  way  tluxmga 
the  city  I  slopped  at  tlic  minister's  pavilion,  vvhejc  1  found 
him  ready  to  receive  me,  attended  by  tlic  Fou-lion,  the 
Fou-liou'f:  brotlier,  Fou-chdji-tons:,  and  several  C(»laos  of  dis- 
tinction, ail  dressed  in  their  robes  of  ceremony.  lie  pointed 
to  a  table  covered  with  yellow  silk,  on  which  Merc  placed 
two  large  rolls,  one  of  thcni,  he  told  me,  contained  the 
emperor's  answer  to  my  paper  of  requests  ;  the  nther  a 
list  of  all  the  emperor's  f)rcscnts.  I  said,  T  liopcd  tliu  an- 
swer was  favorable  to  my  wishes,  as  it  might  contribute,  in 
some  degree,  to  soi'ten  the  regi'et  which  it  was  natural  to  feel 
on  leavinc;  the  place  of  his  imperial  Majesty's  residence.  He 
seemed  as  if  surprised  with  the  courlliiirss  of  sucli  an  address, 
ronsiderin<T  the  circunistances  of  the  moment  and.  feeling 
him-t  ll  (  nibarrassed  to  make  a  suitable  retvu-n,  clianged  the 
subject ;  and,  among  other  things,  said  he  hoped  our  tables 
had  been  properly  served  during  our  stay. 

He  then  mentioned  to  nic  the  emperor's  nomination  of 
Sun-ta-s^in  to  coiuluct  mc  to  Chcu-saii,  as  a  matter  which,  I 
suppose,  he  imagined  would  be  agreeable  to  me.  The 
minister  had  a  smile  of  affected  alfability  on  his  counte- 
nance during  the  gieater  part  of  the  time  ;  but  I  thought 
the  Fau-liau  and  his  brother  looked  coofouadcdly  sour  at  us. 
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I  have  reason  to  susj)cct  that  there  is  some  niystrrr  hi  this 
appearanee,  and  that  a  court  intrigue,  ;vhicli  may  be  still 
on  foot,  relative  to  the  atFaii"s  of  the  embassy,  lias  occasioned 
a  disunion  or  difference  of  opinion  among  these  greal 
personages. 

Before  we  took  our  leave,  a  Mandarine  of  the  fifth  order, 
decorated  with  a  white  transparent  button  on  his  cap,  was 
called  forward,  who  immediately  kneeled  down  and  conti- 
nued in  that  posture  till  the  emperor's  letter  and  the  list  of 
the  presents  were  fastened  on  his  back  by  broad  yellow  rib- 
bands tied  round  both  his  shoulders.  As  soon  as  this  opera- 
tion was  {)eribnned,  he  rose  and  unmediately  mounted  his 
horse  and,  thus  accoutred,  rode  before  us  the  whole  way  to 
this  place  (Tong^v),  he  delivered  his  charge  into  my 

hands,  in  the  same  humble  posture  that  he  had  received  it. 
From  the  time  we  quitted  the  minister,  it  took  us  near  two 
hours  before  we  arrived  at  the  kst  gate  of  the  eastern  suburb 
of  Piikin. 

I^otwithstan cling  what  I  have  observed  of  the  wonderful 

populousness  of  this  country  in  general,  yet  that  of  Pekin 

seems  less  in  proportion  than  that  of  Tien'tingt  and  some 

other  places.  Though  a  sight  so  novel  as  that  of  my  embassy 

drew  immense  crowds  of  the  inhabitants  into  the  streets,  yet 

I  doubt  whether  London  would  be  ranch  behind-hand  on 

any  great  day  of  ceremony.   I  should  think  that  n^en  the 

king  went  to  St.  Paul's  after  his  illness,  there  were  mor^ 

people  to  be  seen  out  of  doors  and  at  the  windows  wliere  he 

passed  along,  than  appeared  in  the  streets  of  Pekin,  either 
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this  afternoon  when  I  came  away,  or  tlie  morning  vrhea  I 
arrived.   1  must  not  however  for^t  that,  in  Pekin,  one 
scarcely  meets  with  any  but  men,  ;ts  the  wonien  seldom  stir 
abroad.    The  houses  in  China  arc  of  one  story  only  and,  in 
general,  are  very  closely  inhai}itcd,  it  being  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a  dozen  people  to  be  crowded  into  one  small 
cliaraber  which  in  England  would  be  considered  as  a  scanty 
accommodation  for  a  single  person.    I  should  think  that 
Pckin  stands  on  at  least  a  tliird  less  ground  than  London, 
includini!:  \\  cstniinstcr  and  Soutliwark  ;  ijut  still  it  is  one  of 
the  largest  cities  in  the  world,  and  justly  to  be  admired  for 
its  walls  and  jjates,  the  distribiilion  of  its  quarters,  the  width 
and  alliiication  of  its  streets,  the  grandeur  of  its  triumphal 
iirches,  and  the  number  and  maguiiicence  of  its  palaces. 

'Vhcrc  are  two  streets,  each  of  which  is  scarcely  less  than 
a  IcajTue  in  length  ;  they  arc  near  one  hundi  ed  feet  wide,  and 
are  chiefly  inhabited  by  niurchants  and  tradcTS,  whose  shops 
and  warehouses  are  most  proi'nsely  dccorali^d  witli  every 
orn anient  that  colors,  gildincr.  and  varnish  can  bestow.  The 
ht)lels  of  tlic  great  are  nio'vtlv  sitnalcd  in  retiriMl  narrow 
streets.  The  one  1  iuliabitcd  was  near  the  city  walls,  and  had 
not  been  long  built.  It  is  supposed  to  have  cost  near 
100,000/.  ^nd  was  erected  by  a  former  Hou-pou  of  Canton, 
who  has  been  degraded  for  his  crimes,  and  has  long  lain 
under  scDtence  in  prison.  As  all  his  fortune  was  forfeited 
to  the  crown,  my  hotel  made  part  of  the  confiscation,  and 
wc  were  told  bj  one  of  the  missionaries,  that  the  wits  of 
Pekin  had  been  miich  diverted  with  its  being  allotted  for 
our  residence,  and  said  it  was  but  a  fair  retribution,  as  the 
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boQse  bad  been  built  by  the  Hou^wti  out  of  bis  ektortiotis 
from  our  oouotrymen  at  Canton. 

None  of  the  streets  are  paved,  so  that  in  wet  weather 
they  are  covered  with  mud,  and  in  dry  weather  the  dust  is 
exoesnvdy  disagreeable,  pervading  every  place  and  every 
thing;  but  what  renders  itintolerdily  elusive ;  is  the  stench 
with  which  it  is  attended  for  though  proper  care  is  taken  to 
have  the  streets  cleaned  very  early  every  morning  from  Uie 
filth  and  ordures  of  the  preceding  night,  yet  the  odor  generally 
continues  floating  in  the  air  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

The  police  is  singularly  strict ;  it  is  indeed  stretched  to  am. 
extent  unknown,  I  believe,  in  any  other  city,  and  strongly 
marks  the  jealousy  of  the  government,  and  ^eir  unceasing 
apprdiension  of  danger.   At  ni^t  all  the  streets  are  shut  up. 
by  barricadoes  at  each  end,  and  a  guard  is  constantly  patrol- 
ing  between  them,  so  that  no  prison  can  pass  after  a  certaiu 
hour  without  assigning  satisfactory  reasons,  or  being  liable  to 
punishment,  if  disapproved  of.    A  number  of  watchmea 
are  also  stationed  at  short  distances,  who  carry  rattles* 
and  every  two  or  three  minutes  proclaim  their  vigilance  by 
the  exercise  of  their  instruments.    One  or  two  of  these  guar- 
dians of  the  peace  had  their  stands  so  near  to  my  house, 
that  I  could  not  sleep  a  wink  for  the  fii-st  three  or  four  nights; 
but  by  degrees  1  been  me  unod  to  the  noise,  and  grew  to  mind 
it  as  little  as  the  riogmg  of  a  church  bell. 

From  Pekin  we  were  near  three  hours  in  our  journey  to  this 
place  (Tong-iiou),  and»we  are  now  lodged  at  our  old  quar- 
VOL.  ii«  *  9 
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tcrs  ifi  the  great  IViiao,  pr  Boiuse  Temple,  which  has  been 
aguiii  prcpui'cd  for  us. 

Tbe  civil  officer  or  ^landarine  of  this  place,  a  Mantchou 
Tartar,  has  been  just  here  to  pay  me  a  visit,  and  aSSer  his 
services.  Mentioaing  to  ine  in  conversation  that  the 
waters  were  now  very  low,  and  daily  decreasing,  he  took 
occasion  to  observe  how  attentive  and  considerate  it  was  in 
the  emperor  to  fix  an  early  day  in  the  season  for  our  de- 
parture ;  a  few  days  later,  the  river  would  have  become  too 
shallow  to  float  our  yachts,  and  it  would  be  excessively  in- 
convenient and  uncomfortable  to  go  in  small  boat9»  or  to 
travel  by  land.  This  is  certainly  true,  and  shows  how 
quickly  the  court  lesson  had  reached  this  gentleman,  and 
how  aptly  he  had  already  learned  it. 

I 

Our  conductors  inform  us  that  the  yachts  and  every  thing 
else  will  be  ready  for  our  embarkation  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  October  8ih.  This  morning  I  walked  down  to 
the  water  side,  and  found  it  would  be  some  hours  before  the 
final  arriinffemenls  could  be  made  for  our  sol  tins:  out.  1 
went  on  board  my  own  yac-lit  and  some  of  the  others,  and 
observed  wUh  pleasure  the  same  care  and  attention  for  our 
accommodation  down  the  river,  tliat  we  had  experienced 
before  in  ascending  it. 

It  was  six  o'clock  this  evening  before  we  sailed  from 
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Wednesday,  October  9th.  We  made  but  litffe  progress 
last  night,  as  the  waters  were  low  and  the  yachts  frequently 
got  aground.  This  has  happened  two  or  three  times  again 
to-day.  The  weather  is  cold  during  the  night  and  early  in 
the  morning,  but  grows  very  warm  towa]Pds  the  middle  of 
the  day. 

Thursday,  October. lOih.  This  afternoon  Vaii'ta'^  came 
to  tdl  me  that  Stm-ta-gm  bad  just  received  a  letter  from  the 
emperor,  the  contents  of  which  he  wished  to  communicate 
to  me,  and  soon  after  I  saw  his  yadit  approadiing  mine  very 
fast ;  I  therefbre  desired  Vofi'ta-gm  to  tell  him  that  as  soon 
as  he  came  along^e  I  would  pay  him  a  visit   I  accord- 
ingly went  on  board  his  yacht,  and  immediately  began  by 
reminding  him  of  his  former  civilities  to  me  at  Fou4a-hi 
and  the  gardens  of  Gehol,  and  renewing  my  acknowledge 
ments  of  them ;  and  I  then  expressed  how  happy  I  felt  froin 
his  being  appointed  the  superintendant  of  our  present  voyage. 
He  recetv^  me  with  every  possible  mark  of  consideration, 
ejEpressed  the  highest  satisfaction  at  having  been  chosen  upon 
the  occasion  to  accompany  us,  and  then  read  to  me  the 
emperored  letter,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  he  (Sun- 
ia-gmj  should  take  us  under  his  particular  care,  and  render 
eveiy  thing  agreeable  to  us  in  ttie  course  of  our  voyage ;  thnt 
he  should  conduct  us  to  Chcu-san.,  and  sec  us  embarked  oii 
board  our  ships,  if  they  should  be  still  there;  if  not,  that 
he  should  proceed  with  us  to  Canton.    I  discovered  from 
him,  however,  that  my  letter  for  Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  de» 
siring  him  to  wait  for  me  at  Cheu-san,  had  not  been  sent. 
They  suspected,  i  know  not  what,  and  had  therefore  sup. 
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pressed  i/t  I  told  him  that  Sir  Erasmus  havli^  peiv 
formed  the  kingfs  orders  to  land  the  embassj  in  China, 
would  certainly  proceed  upon  other  service,  unless  be  heard 
reasons  from  me  to  detain  hira ;  I  therefore  requested  hhn 
not  to  lose  a  moment  in  having  my  letter  dispatched.  lie 
said  he  would  immediately  write  to  Pekin  upon  the  subject; 
and  did  not  doubt  that  it  would  be  done.  I  then  took  my 
leave,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  after,  he  came  on  board  my 
yacht  to  return  my  visit.  Here  the  conversation  became 
Jess  formal.  lie  talked  to  me  a  good  deal  about  the  Rus» 
sians,  who,  he  said,  though  fierce  and  barbarous,  were  by 
no  means  a  bad  people.  UnderstaiulinG;  from  mc  that  I  had 
resided  three  years  in  Russia,  iis  the  kinii's  minister,  he  ex- 
pressed imieh  surprise,  and  asked  nie  ^\}lat  1  et)uld  1)C  doing 
there  so  Ions:.  I  explained  to  him  the  hnvs  and  eust^Mns  of 
European  nations,  with  regard  to  their  umtual  intercourse, 
and  told  iiim  tliat  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  usually  kept 
ambassadors  constantly  resident  at  each  other's  courts,  for 
the  purposes  of  cultivating  recijjrocid  friendship,  and  i)rc- 
veating  misunderstandings,  lie  answered  me  that  it  was 
otherwise  in  China,  wliieh  never  sends  ambassadors  to  tbrcigii 
countries  ;  that  anibassadors  J'lom  foreign  countries  were 
only  oecasiuualiy  reeeived  ;  and,  according  to  the  laws  ol 
the  cmpiie,  allowed  but  I'urty  days  residence,  although,  on 
particular  oecasions,  it  might  have  happened  that  the  term 
was  cxtciuied  to  eiglity  days.  He  mentioned  some  other 
niceties  relative  to  the  etiquette  ot  the  court,  and  entered  a 
good  deal  into  the  manners  and  customs  of  Cliina,  which,  he 
•aid,  he  kueiv  were  different  from  our 's ;  but  they  could  not 
^  broken  through  without  inconvenience,  and,  pcrha^)s» 
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suscbief  to  the  state;  and  that  tlicreforc  foreigners  sbould 
tiot  be  surprised,  or  dissatisfied  at  thnn.  I  expressed  my 
concern  on  account  of  the  ignorance  1  had  been  kept  in  with 
regard  to  manj  things  wliicii  he  now  told  me,  adding,  that 
I  bad  endeavored  to  do,  as  were  equally  my  wishes  and 
my  duty  to  do,  every  thing  which  I  imagined  could  render 
me  agreeable  to  the  einprrqr  and  his  ministers;  and  that  if 
any  thing  were  omitted,, it  was  not  my  fault,  as  I  had  been 
so  much  restrained  in  my  intercourse  v  itl)  the  European 
missionaries,  who  had  Uved  lonp:  in  Ciuna,  and  could  con- 
sequently ha-vc  assisted  me  with  information  and  instruction. 
His  answer  was  tliat  of  a  complete  courtier,  assuring  me 
that  our  behaviour  had  been  such  a.s  j^howed  we  required 
nothing  of  that  kind,  but  entitled  us  to  every  favor  and 
regard  that  the  laws  of  the  empire  could  authorize,  that  he 
did  perfect  justice  to  my  sentiments  and  declaration,  and 
would  not  fail  to  transmit  them  faithfully  to  court,  s 

After  he  went  away,  Van-ia-gin  and  Chou-ta-a:in  remained 
with  ino  a  great  part  of  this  evening.  In  the  course  of  con-  ^ 
versation,  they  said  that,  including  all  the  yachts,  bags^ge- 
boats,  and  those  of  the  attending  Mandarines,  thcr(^  wt  re 
forty  vessels  employed  on  our  present  expedition,  and  up- 
wards of  a  thousand  persons  attached  to  this  service.  That 
the  em[)cror  allows  five  thousand  laels  per  day  (each  tael 
equal  to  6s.  Qcl.)  for  defraying  the  expense  of  it ;  ami  that  if 
that  sum  should  ikll  short,  it  must  be  levied  ua  the  provinces 
we  pass  through.  That  one  thousand  five  hundred  taels  per 
day  wer^j  allotted  for  the  ejcpense  of  our  residence  at  Pekiu, 
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and  that  they  were  scarcely  sufficient.  Although  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  embassy  must  have  undoubtedly  been  very  con- 
siderable, I  can  by  no  means  conceive  it  in  any  degree  ade- 
quate to  so  large  an  amount.  That  it  has  been  fully  chai^ged 
to  the  emperor  is  highly  probable,  but  between  the  money 
charged  and  the  liioney  actually  expended,  I  understand 
there  is  usually  a  very  material  difference;  for  tbou^  the 
emperor's  av arrant  may  be  signed  for  a  great  sum,  yet  the 
checks  of  office,  as  they  are  called,  are  so  numerous  and  so 
burdensome,  that  before  it  arrives  at  its  last  stage,  it  is  aJ- 
tnost  sweated  to  nothing.  I  remember  Chou-ta-gin  telling 
me  one  day  as  an  instance  of  this,  that  an  inundation  in  the 
course  of  last  year  had  swept  away  a  village  in  the  province  of 
Chan-tong  so  suddenly,  that  the  inhabitants  could  save  no* 
thing  but  their  lives.  The  emperor  (who,  from  having  for- 
merly hunted  there,  was  well  acquainted  with  the  place)  im- 
mediately ordered  one  hundred  thousand  tacis  for  their  reliel^ 
out  of  which  the  i\y%t  Li-poo  took  twenty  thousand  ;  the  second, 
ten  thousand ;  the  third,  five  thousand  ;  and  so  on  till  at 
last  there  remained  no  more  than  twenty  tlioiisand  for  the 
poor  su&rers.  So  we  find  tliat  the  boasted  moral  institutes 
of  China  are  not  much  better  observed  tlian  those  of  some 
otlicr  countries,  and  that  the  disciples  of  Conf  ucius  are  com- 
posed of  the  same  fragile  materials  as  the  children  of  Mam- 
inoQ  in  the  western  world. 

J'ridaj,  October  11th.  This  day  we  niad(^  very  little  way  : 
the  river  was  in  some  place's  so  shallow,  that  our  yachts  were 
often  dragged  along  the  bottom  by  mere  bodily  force.  One 
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of  them  being  somewhat  larger  than  the  others,  and'^morc 
heavily  laden,  was  not  able  to  proceed,  and  Mr.  Maxwell, 
Captain  Mackintosh,  and  Dr.  Gillan,  &c.  were  obliged  to 
remove  into  smaller  boats  and  divide  the  baggage. 

Snnday,  October  12th.  Hiis  day  I  paid  another  visit  to 
Sun-ta-giti,  who  told  me  that  by  the  latest  accounts  from 
Cheusan,  our  ships  were  still  there.  He  said  that  as,  on  ac- 
count of  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  our  progress  was  very 
slow,  M  c  might  have  time  to  amuse  ourselves,  if  we  chose  it, 
hv  goincr  on  shore  and  viewina:  the  country  on  the  banks, 
only  tnkinsT  cave  not  to  lose  siirlit  of  our  vessels.  His  atten- 
tion  and  civility  continuing  so  pointed,  aiui  liis  good  opinion 
and  esteem  so  inialTectedly  expressed,  I  hail  Uie  less  ditliculfy 
in  engaging  him  to  converse  freely  upon  the  suhj(>cts  wliich 
are  now  the  most  interesting  *to  me.  I  renewed  the  topic  of 
my  former  conference  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  impress 
him  with  high  ideas  of  the  compliment  meant  to  be  paid  to 
the  emperor  by  the  king's  sending  an  embassy  from  so  great  • 
a  distance,  with  such  distinguished  marks  of  consideration 
and  regard.  I  said,  I  had  hoped  to  fmd  frecpient  opportuni- 
ties of  fulfilling  the  jMirposes  of  it,  whicli  were  to  testify 
the  sincere  interest  my  sovereign  took  in  the  emperor's  wel- 
fare, to  improve  the  connection  between  them,  and  to  recom- 
mend the  king  my  master  s  subjects  in  China  to  protection 
and  ikvor.  To  this  he  replied  with  quickness,  that  the  em- 
peror had  lately  given  fresh  orders  to  treat  the  English  and 
other  "Europeans  at  Canton  with  indulgence  and  liberality. 
I  told  him  I  had  no  doubt  of  the  emperor  s  good  dispositions 
'    towards  us,  and  that  he  should  always  find  the  gratitude 
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ol  our  merchants  in  the  respect  and  obedience  which  they 
would  pay  to  his  orders  ;  but  tliat  they  wished  to  be  pre- 
cisely informed,  what  tho<^e  orders,  that  related  to  them, 
reiUy  were,  which  hitherto  had  not  been  the  case,  as  for 
twelve  years  pa!>t  several  new  duties  had  been  levied  on  them 
witliont  their  being  iible  to  learn  the  reason  ;  that  these 
duties  were  every  year  increasing  ;  and  that,  if  not  soon  re- 
gulated, the  English  commerce,  winch  is  now  carried  on  in 
siity  large  ships  annually,  must  be  relinquished  and  given 
up,  as  unable  to  bear  so  heavy  burdens.  It  was  there- 
fore 1«  rouie  an  object  of  such  cousequence,  that  1  could 
uoL  but  hope  proper  steps  would  be  taken  thereupon.  He 
answered  me  that  certainly  there  would,  but  that  the  duties 
and  taxes  could  not  be  fixed  absolutely^  l^ecause  they  must 
necessarily  vary  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  state,  or  of  the  particular  provinces  where  they  were 
levied.  I  observed  to  hjm»  that  then  they  should  be  reduced 
to  Aeir  former  level,  as  soon  as  the  extraordinaiy  occasion 
was  past,  but  that  ever  since  the  year  1782  they  had  been, 
regularly  augmenting  at  Canton,  and  were  now  become  an 
insupportable  grievance.  He  confessed  that  the  duties  at  Can- 
ton had  been  encreased  of  late  years,  on  account  of  the  wars 
of  Tonquin  and  Thibet,  but  that  as  there  was  peace  at  present, 
thej  would  certainly  be  diminished.  I  expressed  to  him  the 
pleasure  I  felt  in  recei\  ing  this  information,  together  with 
what  he  had  mentioned  before  of  the  emperor^s  orders  in 
favor  of  tlie  English,  from  so  high  an  authority  and  in  so 
•gi^able  a  manner,  and  I  begged  leave  to  request  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  good  offioes^in  our  affairs.  It  is  much  to  be 
^gretted  that  as  the  first  minister  was  determine  o^t  to  give 
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lAie  such  opportunities,  as  I  sought,  for  conversing  upon  busi- 
ness with  him,  he  had  not  appointed  Sun-ta^n  to  attend 
us  from  the  beginning,  instead  of  the  legale*  as  posublj  we 
mig^t  have  been  able,  by  his  means  or  through  his  dianiidl» 
to  enter  into  negociation,  whereas  the  legate  did  every  tiling 
in  his  power  to  obstruct  and  disappoint  us.  I  just  hinted 
this  to  Siin-fn-gin,  who  said  that  possibly  it  might  have  been 
so ;  but  that  1  should  find  liim  as  ready  now  to  convey  our 
sentiments  and  explain  them  to  the  minLslcr,  as  ho  could 
have  bnn  ffifii.  Through  all  his  discourse  there  is  sucli  an 
air  ot"  candor,  frankness,  and  amity,  tliat  if  I  am  deceived 
iti  him,  he  must  be  the  most  cousummate  cheat  iu  the 
world. 

Sunday,  October  13th.  This  day  we  an  ivcd  at  Tien-sing, 
where  wc  were  served  with  a  most  sumptuous  provision  for 
our  tables,  excellent  mutton,  pork,  venison,  and  poultry  of 
all  kinds,  fruits  in  great  variety,  peaches,  plums,  apples, 
pears,  grapes,  chesnuts,  walnuts,  and  several  others  quite 
new  to  me.  I  shouUl  not  mention  this  entertainment  parti- 
cularly, liad  it  not  been  intended  as  a  personal  compUment 
from  iiun-ta-gin  himself,  for,  iu  general,  wc  lia\e  been  al- 
ways supplied  in  great  abundance.  ^Vnd  here  I  cannot  avoid 
remarking  a  singular  proof  of  attention  shewn  to  us  in  this 
purney.  The  Chinese  seldom  use  milk  as  any  part  of  their 
foo<l  (it  being  appropriated  entirely  to  the  nounshraent  of 
ilic  calves)  but  observing  that  we  had  been  much  accustomed, 
to  it,  and  that  we  always  mixed  it  with  our  tea,  when  we 
could  get  it,  they  have  taken  care  that  we  shall  not  want 
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that  article  on  the  road;  for  tliey  have  broui^ht  witli  ti*. 
a  couple  of  cows  in  a  boat  fitted  up  uu  purpose,  by 
which  means  wc  shall  lutve  a  constant  su[)ply  of  milk  a!l  the 
way;  an  accommodution  of  no  inconsiderable  value  to  Eugiiish 
travdien^ 

How  are  we  to  rcroncilc  thr  contrailiction  that  appears  iii 
the  conduct  of  the  Chinese  govcrninent  towards  us  i  Tliey 
receive  us  with  the  highest  distinction,  show  us  every  ex- 
ternal mark  of  &vor  and  ieg^id,  send  tlie  first  minister  him- 
self to  attend  us,  as  a  cicerone,  tor  two  days  together 
through  their  palaces  and  gardens,  entertain  us  with  tlieir 
choicest  amusements,  and  express  themselTes  greatly  pleased 
with  so  splendid  an  embassy,  commend  our  conduct,  and 
Gajc^en»with  compHnMmts;  yet,  in  less  than  a  couple  of 
niontbs,  they  plainly  discover  that  Ihey  wish  us  to  be  gone, 
refuse  our  requests  frithont  reserve  or  complaisance,  prect- 
pitelie  our  departure  and  dismiss  us  dissatisfied ;  yet  do 
•ooner  have  we  taken  leave  of  them  tlian  we  find  ourselves 
treated  with  more  studied  attentions,  more  marked  distinc- 
tioo,  and  less  constraint  than  before.  I  must  endea* 
▼or  lo  unravel  this  mystery  if  I  can.  Perhaps  they  had 
given  way  to  impressions,  which  they  could  not  resist,  but 
are  asbamed'to  confess ;  perhaps  they  begin  to  find  tlieir  mis- 
lake^  and  wish  to  make  some  amends  for  it 

Ifonday,  October  14th.    We  now  ascended  the  river - 

Yu'Xp  whidi  falls  into  the  F^-ho  at  this  place  (Tien-ting,) 

It  is  about  ei|^ty  feet  wide,  and  the  stream  is  .so  strong  as 
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Id  require  eighteen  or  tirenty  towers  to  each  yacht,  and  we  aire 
tot  supposed  to  go  at  rate  of  more  than  a-mile  and  an  half 
per  hour;  but  the  beauty  of  the  scene  makes  some  amends  for 

the  slowness  of  our  motions.  The  banks  slope  gendy  down* 
and  are  planted  on  the  top  with  fine  large  shady  trees,  the 
fields  neatly  divided,  and  admirably  well  cultivated^  the 
farm  bon<^s  picturesque,  and  every  three  or  (our  miles  are 
canals  of  different  breadths,  either  falling  into  the  rirer  or 
brani^ing  fnm  it  into  the  country. 

4 

Tuesday,  Oclohcr  15th.  The  weather  was  lemarkabiy 
cold  this  morning,  but  grew  excessively  hot  towards  qgoh. 
At  six  o'clock  A.M.  the  mercury  in  Farenheits  thenno*' 
meter  stood  at  47'',  and  at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  had  risen  to  74**,  a 
variation  of  27°  in  eight  hours,  which  is  much  greater  than 
I  r«neml)er  to  have  observed  any  where  before.  These 
sudden  vicissitudes  begin  already  to  afTcct  the  health  of  our 
people,  and  several  of  the  guard  arc  growing  sickly.  I  lieir 
living  in  the  midst  of  such  plenty,  without  much  restraint 
or  exercise,  may  however  coathbute  also  to  their  com- 
plaints. 

AVedncstlay,  October  l6th.  The  course  of  the  river  to-day 
is  very  serpentine.  In  ^vct  seasons  it  rises  very  high  and 
overflows  its  banks,  nllliough  they  arc  elevated  in  some 
places  near  twenty  tcet  alwve  the  present  level  of  the  water. 
It  is  said  the  great  Yellow  River  anciently  ran  here  and  took 
this  route  to  discharge  itself  into  the  gulph  of  Ft'-chc-liy  although 
its  present  mouth  is  near  two  hundred  miles  to  the  souths 
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ward  of  it.    'Hie  countrv  is  sandy  and  dry  in  api>earance; 
J  but  you  cannot  dig  a  loot  deep  any  where  without  fmding  water 
in  abundance.    The  w  illow  plantations  continue,  with  some 
fruit  trees,  chiefly  pluins»  intermixed  with  them. 

Thursday,  Octobei-  17th.  Passed  by  several  large  burying 
grounds ;  from  which  I  conclude  we  arc  not  far  from  some 
large  town  or  city.  The  population  seems  prodigious,  and 
we  are  toUl  it  increases  I  he  fnrlher  \vc  2:0  southward.  To- 
day wc  observed  a  great  many  women  rrnxed  with  the  men  ; 
but  few  of  them  handsome.  Tiiey  labor  in  the  heids  at 
harvest  and  other  couatry  business*  just  Hke  theic  huft» 

Friday,  October  IStb.  We  obscn'cd  several  towns  and 
walled  cities  at  some  distance,  which,  added  to  the  genenil 
appearance  of  the  country,  give  it  some  resemblance  to 
Flanders  and  Holland.  I  find  that  the  weather  here  is  always 
jvarm  ond  pleasant  wlicn  a  southerly  wind  lilons  ;  but  cold 
and  pinching,  whenever  it  shifts  to  the  north  ward.  Owini^ 
to  this  circumstance,  the  thennonieter  was  yesterday  at  53* 
at  sun-rise,  and  to-day  at  46°.  Vmt'ta-gin  and  Chou-ta-gin 
own  that  in  the  winter  a  great  many  poor  people  die  in  these 
provinces  for  want  of  sufficient  clothing.  It  is  chiefly  their 
clothing  that  the  Chiucso  trust  to  for  a.- defence  against  the 
cold  weatbec.  lliejr  have  no  fire-places  nor  fixed  stoves  in 
ibeir  houses ;  they  employ  paps  of  charcoal  for  their  culinary 
purposes,  and  sometimes  have  braziers  brought  into  their 
chamben^  bat  these  give  only  a  short  temporary  heat,  and 
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require  too  much  trouble  and  attciitioo  to  be  regularly 
kept  up. 

Wc  arrived  this  evening  at  Chnrt-fiioii,  which  is  a  very 
large  city  on  tliC  left  bank  of  the  river.  The  troops  were  all 
drawn  oui  \r\^h  flags,  standrmls,  musict  twchcs,  lamps  and 
lauthoras,  in  honor  of  our  approach* 

Satnrday,  Octoi)ci  IJHli.  The  appearance  of  tlic  eotuitr^r 
to  day  is  ratlier  drcarv,  no  trees  or  bUrul)s  U)  be  seen,  except 
tlie  ricinus,  which  produces  what  we  vulijarly  call  in  England 
the  palma  Christi  or  castor  oil.  In  Europe  and  the  West 
Indies,  I  believe  it  is  only  used  in  medicine,  hut  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  Chinese  have  the  secret  of  depriving  it,  by 
sonae  process,  of  its  purgative  tjuality,  and  of  rendering  it  es- 
culent and  i)alatai)lr.  The  thermometer  was  at  50°  this  morn- 
log  at  SIX  o'clock,  and  at  G8'  about  noon. 

Sunday,  October  20th,  The  country  mucli  the  same  as 
yesterday  ;  the  weather  cold,  the  sky  gloomy,  the  $tin  sel- 
doin  ahiniog  out  A  few  drops  of  rain  in  the  aftefoooo,  but 
icarceljf  to  be  called  a  shower* 

Mondajt  October  dlst  Tlus  morning  I  paid  a  vbit  to- 
Sun-ta-giOf  and  had  a  very  long  conference  iritli  hin.  The 
cmperos^s  letten  to  the  king  made  a  principal  sabject 
of  it^ 

The  Becretaijt  who  had  penned  the  last  letter,  and  who^ 
was  now  in  the  traio  of  Sun-ta-pn^  was  present,  and  endea^- 
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voxed  to  excuse  ihat  part  of  it  which  I  complained  of, 
in  which  it  is  said,  that  the  requests  made  in  the  aniliassft-  - 
doKs  note  of  the  3d  Octoiier  were  supposed  to  come  rather 
ii'oin  Iiim  than  from  tlie  king.  According  to  the  enplana- 
tiou  given  me,  it  is  a  sort  of  political  conundrum,  a  cdurt 
artifice^ to  elude  an  ungiantable  cieniand,  for  Chinese  urba* 
nity  does  not  admit  a  supposition  that  one  sovereign  can 
desire  of  another  what  js  possible  to  be  refused:  it  is  there- 
fore concluded,  that  the  request  has  never  been  nia^le  6r« 
if  made,  that  the  ambassador  has  been  goiltjrof  an  error  in  tht; 
^delivery  of  his  message,  and  to  have  asked,  from  bis 
own  head,  jvliat  had  never  entered  into  that  of  his 
master. 

This  mode  of  interpretation,  however  respectilil  it  may' 
be  pretended  to  the  king,  is  certainly  not  very  flattering  to 
his  representative;  but  I  was  willing  to  understand  the  matter 
in  their  own  way,  and  let  it  pass  so.  AH  private  and  per- 
sonal considerations  must  merge  in  the  pursuit  of  public 
objects,  and  in  diplomntic  transactions ;  there  is  a  wide  dif- 
ference between  negociating  with  an  European  and  an  Oriental 
prince,  between  a  king  of  Spain  or  king  of  Prussia,  and 
J^n  emperor  of  China  or.Tapnii:  even  Louis  tlie  XIV.  on 
ot  casion  of  one  of  liis  ships  boing  fired  at  in  the  Archi- 
pelago, said  there  was  no  point  of  honor  with  such  people 
as  the  'J 'urks.  AV  hen  I  menlionctl  to  Sun-tn-gin  mj  surprize 
J»t  finding  myself  supposed,  in  tlic  Jeller,  to  be  desirous  of 
'utrociiicing  the  Kni^Iisli  rchgion  into  China,  ho  said  Ihey  had 
taken  it  for  granted  we  were  like  the  other  Europeans  who,  • 
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it  was  welt  known,  had  alwajs  been  industriouft  and  active 
in  propagating  their  faith.  To  this  I  replied,  that  whatever 
inigbt  be  tbe  imictke  of*  some  Europeans,  t!ie  English  never 
attempted  to  dispute  or  disturb  the  worship  or  tenets  of 
others,  being  persuaded  that  the  Supreme  Govemov  of  the 
universe  iras  equally  pleased  with  tbe  homage  of  all  Iiis  crea$- 
tnies,  when  proceeding  from  sincere  devotion,  whether  ac- 
cording to  one  mode  or  another  of  the  various  rcligion» 
which  he  permitted  to  be  published ;  that  the  lilnghsh  came 
to  China  with  no  such  views,  as  waa  evident  from  their  met* 
chants  at  Canton  and  Macao  having  no  priests  or  chaplains 
belonging  to  tlieni,  ns  the  other  Europeans  had  ;  and  that  so 
far  from  an  idea  of  that  kind  entering  into  uiy  mind,  or  my 
comnnssion,  J  had  not  in  my  wliole  train  any  person  of  tlie 
clerical  charueter,  and  that  it  was  such  persons  only,  who 
were  employed  as  the  instruments  of  convcisioii ;  that  it  was 
true,  as  stated  in  the  letter,  the  EngUsh  had  been  anciently 
of  the  same  religion  as  the  Portuguese  and  the  otl)CT  mission- 
aries, and  had  ad{>[>tetl  another;  but  that  one  of  %be  prin* 
cipal  ditferences  belu  ecn  us  and  them  was  our  not  having  the 
same  zeal  for  making  proselytes  which  they  liad.  I  added, 
however,  that  I  could  not  but  be  surprized  at  its  ix^mg 
known  in  China,  that  we  had  fornieiiy  b<  en  of  the  same 
faith  as  tlic  missionaries,  and  that  I  supposed  it  must  luivo 
come  from  the  missionaries  themsehes.  He  ausweied,  that 
no  such  thing  was  inserted  in  the  letter,  at  least  in  tlic 
Chinese  and  Tartar  copies,  and  tliat  if  it  was  to  be  found 
In  the  Latin,  it  must  arise  from  the  bluudcr  or  malice  of 
the  translator. 
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1  continued  my  oljscrvations  on  the  letters  and  said,  that 
in  the  first,  llic  emperor  had  cliicriy  dwelt  upon  the  request 
of  ail  Kiio;llsli  luiiiistcr  bcini?  aJlowcd  to  reside  eonbtaiitlr 
at  Pekiii,  (whit  h  was  not  complied  with,)  but  that  he  iiad 
•avoided  tuueluuL:;  ()ariicuiarl  v  on  the  other  points  of  my  mis- 
sion, confminc;  hiniscU"  to  a  general  assuranee,  that  the  Kiiglish 
merchants  should  be  treated  with  kindness  and  favor  ;  and 
that,  in  the  second  letter,  Ijesides  imputing  to  inc  the  strange 
religious  project,  which  I  had  already  mentioned,  he  seemed 
-to  accuse  us  of  an  unfair  design  to  obtaiu  cxclusiive  privi- 
kges,  wliidi  I  •totally  disavowed ;  it  was  true,  I  admitted, 
•that  vre  had  only  asked  for  ounselres;  but  that,  however 
grateful  we  should  be  for  any  favors  granted  to  us,  we  by 
no  means  presumed  to  desire  tint  his  bounty  should  not  be 
extended  to  oUiers.  I  renewed  the  subject  of  the  grievances 
<»mplained  of  at  Canton,  which,  I  observed,  were  so  dis- 
guised in  the  emperor^s  letter,  that  it  was  not  surprising  they 
should  be  disregarded ;  l^ut  that  they  were  of  the  most  serious 
/:onsidention  to  us  and,  if  not  speedily  remedied,  the  trade 
of  Canton  would  fall  to  decay,  tlwn  which  nothing  could  be 
jiiore  prejudicial  to  China.  SuH'ta^gin  begged  me  to  lay 
aside  the  uneasiness  which  I  seemed  to  feel  from  the  perusai 
of  the  letters,  which  he  declarad  were  not  meant  to  convey 
any  thing  unfavorable  or  unpleasant  to  the  embassy  or  my- 
telf,  but  lie  wished  to  remind  me  that  the  laws  and  usages 
of  China  were  invariable,  and  that  the  emperor  was  so  strictly 
observant  of  them,  that  no  consideration  could  ei^r  induic 
him  to  infringe  them ;  that  he  was  therefore  jon  his  guard 
Against  the  slightest  appearance  of  innovation*  and  had  de^ 
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clincd  any  immediate  compliance  with  the  particular  requests 
we  had  made,  but  that  we  were  not  to  infer  from  thence  a 
disincJioation  in  him  towards  us  or  our  concerns,  for  that 
notwithstanding  any  surmises  of  others,  he  entertained  very 
kind  inteutioiis  with  re^rd  to  us*  and  that  the  English  at 
Cantan  would  sooa  fiad  the  good  effects  of  tbftm.  He  said 
that  from  the  mechanism  of  tbdr  government,  a  great  deal 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  and  recommendation  of  the 
viceroys,  whose  conduct  might  possibly  be  sometimes  not 
unexceptionable,  but  that  as  a  particular  mark  of  attention 
to  us,  ChaU'ta'gin,  a  Mandarine  of  high  rank  and  allied  to 
the  emperor,  was  just  appointed  TnU'-tou  or  viceroy  of  .Can* 
ton,  a  man  of  remarkal^e  benignity  to  strangers,  and  whose 
justice  and  integrity,  displayed  in  bis  late  government  of  Che- 
kiangt  bad  pointed  him  out  as  the  fittest  person  for  this  new 
employment ;  that  orders  liad  been  sent  to  him  to  make  tlje 
most  minute  inquiries  at  Canton  into  such  vexations  and  giicv- 
anccs  ^s  may  exist  tliere,  and  as  soon  as  he  has  maturely 
considered  them,  to  rectify  every  thing  amiss  by  the  most 
effectual  exertion  of  \m  authority,  lliat  this  wouUi  probably 
take  some  time  and  tlie  good  consequences  could  scarcely 
be  felt  till  (he  ensuing  season,  when,  upon  proper  notice  being 
jpven  to  him  ot*  the  arrival  of  our  ships,  every  reasonable  in- 
dulgence will  be  allowed  them.  To  these  agreeable  de- 
clarations, I  was  not  backward  in  cxprcssinq  how  satisfac- 
tory they  were  to  me ;  but  I  insinuated  to  him  that,  to  ren- 
der them  completely  so  to  my  sovereign,  a  third  letter  from 
the  emperor,  confirming  the  flattering  hopes  now  i;ivcn  111c, 
would  be  very  desirable,  as  it  would  ivinovc  every  doubt  that 
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might  arise  upon  the  others,  and  that  it  was  the  mure  neces- 
sary, as,  from  the  singular  variation  in  the  trajislatiou  from  the 
original  in  one  particular  instance,  it  was  not  unreasonable 
to  imagine  some  other  mistake  or  insertion  might  be  found 

there.  Sffii'ta-^in  seeiiiecl  sensible  OMOugli  of  the  value  1  put 
iipcjii  oljtidning  ii  third  letter,  but  baid  it  eould  make  no  dif- 
fereiiee  u  liatsoevcr  as  to  the  i)uhlic  advantafjes  in  considera- 
tion, and  that  he  was  afraid,  as  1  had  taken  leave,  a  new  dis- 
patch would  be  incompatible  with  the  eticjuette  of  the  court: 
lie  told  nic,  that  it  apj)eared  to  him,  that  the  emperor  was 
every  day  more  and  more  pleased  with  the  compliment  of  the 
embnsM',  nnd  he  adckul,  that  the  assurances  which  he  had 
given  inc  of  the  ein[)eror's  lavornble  intentions  were  by  uo 
means  to  be  taken  as  the  etlusious  of  his  own  friendship,  or 
the  t oinplinients  of  his  office,  but  as  the  literal  words  (which 
they  really  were)  of  the  en)peror's  dispatches  to  him,  and  that 
when  1  came  to  converse  with  Chnn-fa-eln,  whom  T  should 
find  at  llnn-r/iou-JoUj  he  would  coufMin  all  he  had  mentioned 
in  the  fullest  manner.  1  find  that  scarcely  a  day  passes 
Avithout  Siin-ta-iiin  receiving  and  dispatching  letters,  so  that 
it  would  sccnj  we  form  no  small  object  of  court  solicitude. 
The  Chinese  couriers  are  so  expeditious  tlial,  J  am  told,  it  is 
no  uncommon  thing  to  convay  a  letter  filteeu  hundred  miles 
iu  ten  or  twelve  days. 

Tuesday,  October  22d.   At  sun-rise  the  theimometer  was 
fixWen  as  low  as  48.  We  observe  large  plantations  of  cotton 
on  each  side  of  the  river,  wbich  here  meanders  so  much,  that  « 
we  have  had  the  sua  ahead  and  astern  of  us  twenty  times  in 
a  fevr  hours. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  THE  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA. 


At  four  o'clock  P.  M.  we  passed  by  Lin-chin-chou,  a  large 
walled  city,  which  poured  out  hucIi  myriads  of  its  inhabitants 
to  see  us  sail  along,  as  quite  astonished  nie»  although  1  have 
been  so  mudi  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  Chinese  populousness. 

Tlie  largest  and  tallest  poplars  I  ever  sair,  particularly  the 
qiUduog  aap,  are  in  vast  numbers  here. 

Before  dark  this  evening  we  quitted  the  river,  and  enteretl 
through  a  sluice  into  a  narrow  canal. 

"SVedncsday,  October  23(1.  Tlic  canal  wow  enlarges  to  the 
breadth  of  fitly  or  sixty  feet,  and  is  very  muddy.  It  Avinds 
like  a  river,  and  is,  in  fact,  I  suppose,  a  river,  aided  antl  im- 
proved by  art.  Tiie  banks  are  viiieininl,  in  some  places  very 
high,  in  others  scarcely  elevated  above  the  plain. 

nuirsday,  Octol>er  24th.  This  <]av  ^vc  j>assed  through 
three  sluices,  llcceived  a  message  IVoni  Sun-ta-gin  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  tVoni  the  emperor,  and  would  communi- 
cate the  contents  when  convenient  to  nie.  J  was  taken  very 
ill  this  morning,  aiul  have  not  stirred  out  of  bed  all  day,  but  I 
hope  to  be  well  enough  to-morrow  to  sec  Suu-ta-gin, 

I  i  iduy,  October  '2,>lh.  Sun-ta-gin  told  me  that  the  em- 
peror \^  as  very  iiiuc  li  pleased  with  the  accounts  he  liatl  been 
enabled  to  give  him  of  our  prosperous  journey,  and  had  scut 
nie  a  testimony  of  his  benevolence  (a  cheese  and  sonic  sweet- 
meats) with  a  gracious  repetition  of  kindness  and  regard. 
VVe  had  a  good  deal  of  desultory  conversation  upoa  the  gc- 
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raeral  sabjects  of  our  laA  meetiog*  during  which  be  took  occa* 
aosk  to  say,  that  we  should  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  set  every 
thing  to  rij^ts  with  the  new  viceroy  of  Canton,  Avho  was  so 
reasonable  and  so  just,  that  I  iiii^ht  depesd  upon  it  lie  never 
would  countenance  the  most  tfitling  oppression.  He  again 
declared,  that  greater  indulgence  and  ftivor  were  intended  to  be. 
shown  to  the  English  than  they  bad  ever  experienced  Ix^fore, 
and  seemed  anxious  to  impress  this  opinion  on  my  mind.  If 
the  court  of  Pekin  is  not  really  sincere,  can  they  possibly  ex- 
pect to  iced  us  long  with  promises  ?  Can  they  be  ignorant 
that  a  couple  of  Knglish  fri^tes  would  l)e  an  o\  er-match  for 
the  whole  naval  force  of  their  empire ;  that  iu  half  a  summer 
tlicy  could  totally  destroy  all  the  navigation  of  tlieir  coasts, 
and  reduce  the  inhabitants  of  the  maritime  provinces,  who 
subsist  chieHy  on  fish,  to  aUolute  famine  ? 

Saturday,  October  26tli.    Continued  our  course  on  the 
canal,  whicii  is  now  supplied  from  a  very  extensive  lake  on 
our  left  hand.    'J'he  idea  of  the  nvciii  canai  in  Russia,  winch 
at  certain  distances  runs  almost  parallel  to  the  sliores  of 
the  Ladoga,  and  is  filled  from  it,  seems  to  luu  e  been  bor- 
n)\ved  from  hence.    The  bank  here  Ijetween  the  canal  and 
the  lake  ot casionally  \  anes  in  breadth,  being  iu  some  places 
not  less  than  iialt"  a  uiilc  thick,  and  in  others  scarcely  more 
than  two  Imndred  yards.    'ri)oui!;h  the  lake  is  \  cry  extensive, 
yet  1  could  sec  its  extreme  Ijoundarics  from  the  deck  «t  my 
yacht.    The  prospect  of  it  this  luornnig  at  run-nsc  was  vao&t 
dcligittful,  the  bordei-s  fringed  with  wood,  houses  and  pago- 
dasonthe  sloping  grounds  behmd,  and  the  lake  itself  covered 
with  fuimberless  vessels,  crossing  it  in  different  directions, 
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ftccording  to  all  the  variotu  modes  of  navigation  that  poles, 
paddles,  oars,  and  sails  can  supf^y.  On  our  right  are  many 
villages  on  the  bank,  which  is  here  and  there  piei-ced  with 
lattices,  in  order  to  turn  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  agri- 
cidture.  In  the  back  ground  at  four  or  five  miles  dis- 
tance are  several  pretty  round  hills  rising  singly  from  the 
plain,  and  crowned  with  trees  and  pagodas.  The  weather 
has  been  uncommonly  fine,  neither  too  cold  nor  loo  warm, 
much  like  our  mild  October  in  England. 

Sunday,  October  27th.  The  caqal  is  now  conducted  over 
a  great  morass,  which  appears  without  limits  on  each  side, 
and  above  wluch  it  is  raised  and  embanked  by  immense 
mounds  of  earth,  very  high  and  very  thick.  It  is  a  most  stu- 
pendous work,  as  Chou-4a-gin  has  explained  it  to  me.  Ima- 
gine a  vast  surface  of  inundation,  narrowed  and  forced  up  by 
human  skill  and  industry,  into  an  artificial  rhanncl  several 
yards  above  its  former  bed,  and  flowing  along  in  that  airy 
state,  till  it  finds  a  corresponding  level,  where  it  unites  with 
many  other  streams.  It  then  beronics  a  most  noble  canal, 
improved  and  adorned  with  sluices  and  bridges  of  singular 
workmanship  and  beauty,  and  after  a  long  course  through 
one  of  the  finest  provinces  in  China,  gently  talis  iulo  the 
Hoang'ho  or  Yellow  River. 

Monday,  October  28th.  I  have  observed  for  some  days 
past,  that  there  are  eighteen  trackers  and  one  driver  unilormly 
attached  to  each  yacht.  The  regulation  had  been  sometimes 
departed  trom  before,  so  I  suppose  the  police  lu  re  is  more 
strict.   The  districts  through  which  the  cuiiul  parses,  are 
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obliijod  to  furnish  tlie  people  for  this  service,  as  the  post- 
maslej's  in  France  and  Germany  are  bound  to  supply  a  cer- 
tain number  of  horses  for  travellers.  The  wealthiest  farmer 
in  China  would  be  oblisred  to  pciibrm  the  work  lumself»  if  he 
did  not  provide  a  substitute. 

Tuesday,  October  CQth.  A  li\  ely  brcc/c  sprung  up  from 
the  south-MTSt  this  morning,  whicli  m;ik(>s  the  feel  of  the  air 
uncommonly  pleasant.  A  fine  grey  marbled  sky,  which  from 
time  to  time  just  discloses  such  a  proportion  of  the  sun  beaiui^ 
as  to  render  the  hue  of  the  weather  more  ciieerful. 

Stin-ta-gin  came  to  sav  tbnt  he  had  received  a  letter,  ac- 
quainting him  that  the  Lion  and  the  smaller  vessels  had  sailed 
away  from  Cln-u-sanon  ihv  l(>th  instant,  so  that  there  only  re- 
mained the  limdostau  to  com  ey  us  to  Macao.    T  told  him 
she  was  totally  incapable  of  accommodating  us,  being  built 
for  trade,  and  not  calculated  for  passengers ;  that  from  our 
mannci's  and  habits  of  lite  we  required  a  good  deal  of  room, 
and  that  a  general  sickness  was  the  inevitable  concomitant  of 
a  crowded  ship.    He  said  he  would  immetliately  write  these 
particulars  to  cc>urt,  and  did  nt>t  doubt  that  he  should  receive 
such  orders  thereupon,  as  would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  us. 
He  proposed,  that  if  we  proc(  i  (led  to  Canton  through  the  in- 
land provinces,  we  should  send  a\\  ay  our  hciu  y  baggage  by  tlic 
Hindostan.    To  this  I  made  no  objection,  as  I  wished  to  tra- 
veJ  with  as  little  incumbrance  as  possible  ;  but  I  could  not  avoid 
reminding  him  of  my  letter  to  Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  and  ob- 
««^ng,  that  if  it  had  been  forwarded,  as  I  requested,  the  in- 
convenience we  now  feJt  from  bis  departure  wowM  have  been 
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prevented.  He  seemed  peifiBctly  conscious  of  this,  and  rather 
confused  at  my  mcDtioning  it,  as  he  knew  very  vtefi  the  un&- 
Torable  mference  that  might  be  drawn  irom  the  omission. 
Thus  from  the  suspicious  character  of  the  court,  which  is  dis- 
posed to  imagine  some  deep  design  in  almost  every  proceed* 
ing  of  an  European,  we  are  now  very  seriously  (lisa[)|K)int- 
ed  ;  Sir  Erasmu^Gower  hearing  nothing  from  me,  and  know- 
ing nothing  of  the  state  of  things  in  Europe,  is  gpne  to  the 
eastward,  and  will  not  return  before  May ;  our  valuable  China 
ships  must  therefore  sail  without  a  convoy,  which,  should  we 
have  a  French  war,  would  be  attended  with  very  much 
danger. 

SttUria^gm  says,  he  proposes,  when  we  come  to  Yang'chout 
to  stop  there  for  two  or  three  days. 

* 

Wednesday,  October  30th.  The  wind  rose  so  hig^  in  the 
course  of  last  night,  and  continues  so  violent  and  so  contrary, 
that  I  find  we  are  not  to  think  of  lifting  our  anchor  before  to- 
morrow. 

Thursday,  October  SIst.  Sun-ta-gin  made  me  a  visit  this 
morning,  and  repeated  to  me  what  he  had  mentioned  some 
days  before,  that  the  emperor  had  strongly  expressed  in  his 
last  dispatcli  his  satisfaction  at  the  account  Avhich  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  of  our  deportment  and  conversation, 
and  that  the  more  he  reflected  on  the  circumstances  of  the  em- 
bassy, the  better  he  was  pleased  with  it,  being  now  convinced 
that  it  had  not  been  sent  from  any  improper  view,  or  mis- 
chievous curiosity,  but  solely  to  do  him  honor,  and  solicit  coin- 
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mefcial  privileges  and  protectioa.  He  added,  that  the  new 
vicefoy  of  Canton  was  fuUy  impressed  with  the  emperor's  senti< 
meats,  and  that  he  was  to  allow  our  merchaota  to  have  tree 
access  to  him  in  order  to  lay  before  lum  their  complaints  in 
person,  instead  of  sending  them  to  him  through  the  channel  of 
tlie  Hong  merchants.  1  said  I  was  infinitely  sensible  of  the  em- 
peror's goodness,  and  nothing  could  render  it  more  valuable  but 
some  paper  or  writing  to  the  purpose  of  what  he  had  said,whicli 
I  niifrlit  have  to  show  to  my  sf)vtT(M2n,  who,  wliatever  credit  he 
mis^ht  l>e  disposed  to  giv<*  t  o  his  unitiassador,  would  pay  much 
more  attention  tf)  any  tlung  of  that  sort  from  the  enjperor 
himself ;  but  to  tins  he  answered,  that  the  emperor  had  his  own 
method  of  doing  business,  and  nobody  [)n^sunied  to  f)r<srribe 
to  him  a  different  one  ;  that  it  \vas  his  style  to  give  general 
assurances,  not  specific  promises,  and  lliat  it  nas  not  at  all 
unlikely  we  might  find  the  former  tiun  out  more  to  oui  ad- 
vantage than  the  latter  could  do.  He  told  me  that  he  luul 
alreadv  mentioned  in  one  of  his  dis]>atclies  my  wishes  to  Imve 
/iSL  third  letter,  and  that  he  should  l>e  glad  that  they  weie  gra- 
tified :  but  he  feared  it  a\  as  contrary  to  usage,  adding,  how- 
ever, lIiuL  lie  liad  as  yet  received  no  answer  upon  the  sulyect. 

Fiiday,  November  1st.  Siuce  passing  the  last  sluice  yes- 
terday, the  canal  has  widened  very  much,  and  is  nov  as  bnied 
as  the  Thames  at  Putiiejr. 

Saturday,  November  2d.   'ITiis  morning  early  we  fell  down 
the  canal  into  the  Hoang'^ho,  or  Great  Yellow  River,  which, 
«i^here  we  crossed  it,  was  about  three  miles  wide,  and  very 
^nnddy.   We  then  struck  into  another  canal,  and  axe  now 
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proceeding  to  the  southward  in  our  way  to  Yang-choUt  where 
it  is  intended  to  stop  for  some  days. 

Sunday,  November  3d.  This  tlay,  just  before  \vc  came  to 
Chin-chaii,  \vc  passed  through  the  largest  shiice  1  have  as  yet 
i»cen  in  China.  The  fall  was  between  three  and  four  feel, 
'lliese  shiices,  which  in  some  districts  occur  at  the  distance 
of  a  few  miles  from  one  another,  properly  form  locks  of  that 
extent.  The  boats  collect  in  great  numbers  at  the  sluices, 
the  valves  open,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  whole  fleet  passes 
through  ;  the  flood  gates  are  then  let  dou  n,  and  the  canal 
soon  recovers  its  former  level.  Chin-chau  is  an  inuuensc 
town  ;  from  its  extent  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  and  the 
prodigious  number  of  vessels  and  people,  I  should  suppose 
it  to  be  nearly  equal  to  Tien-sing. 

Monday,  November  4th.  Tliis  day  v  c  pass  by  Poan-gin, 
a  large  walled  city  on  our  left,  and  observe,  on  our  right, 
a  laigc  lake  at  about  a  mile's  distance.  Here  the  sor&ce  of 
the  canal  was  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the  walls  of  the 
town. 

Tuesday,  November  5th.  We  amved  at  Foa-cAott  which 
is  a  considerable  trading  town,  and  expected  to  stop  here, 
but  SHn-ta-gin  has  altered  his  intentions,  and  means  to  go  on 
to  Hatt'ehoU'fnt, 

Wednesday,  November  6th.  At  day  break  we  fell  into 
the  Yang'tse  rirer,  commonly  called  the  Siemg-hOf  which  was 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  wide  at  the  plac^  where  we  cnMsed  it. 
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On  the  southern  shore  atand*  tlie  town  of  Tchin-cJiien,  whicb 
is  larc^,  well  situated,  well  built,  and  weU  iuhabited,  but  ther 
walls  seem  to  be  much  out  of  repair,  and  going  fast  to  decay. 
A  garrison  of  at  least  two  thousand  uien  all  turned  out  to 
show  themselves,  with  colors  and  music,  and  appointed  as  if 
goinc^  to  be  rcviewrrl.     They  consisted  of  different  corps,  dif- 
it  rciitly  (!re?^sc<l.  and  armed  according  to  their  respective  ser- 
vices, some  with  matchlocks,  some  with  bows  and  arrows, 
and  sonie  with  hulberts,  lanees,  swords  and  tar'j'efs.  IMatiy 
of  them  wore  steel  helmets,  as  they  are  suppo>ecl  to  be, 
though  I  suspect  they  are  only  of  burnished  leather,  or  glitter- 
iug  pasteboard.    The  uniforms,  which  are  very  showy  and  of 
different  cr>l<Hs,  red,  white,  blue,  buff,  and  yellow,  must  be 
very  expcsi:,ive ;  but,  after  all,  these  troops  have  a  slovenly, 
unmihtary  air,  and  their  quilted  l^oots  and  long  petticoats 
make  them  look  heavy,  inactive,  and  effeminate. 

Vttit-Uhgin  tells  me  tint  all  diese  fine  regimentals  and  steel 
caps  belong  to  the  emperor,  are  caiefiilly  kept  ia  a  public 
-vardidtie,  and  sever  worn  bat  upon  great  holidays  and  occa- 
sions like  thb.  As  to  the  steel  helmets,  he  says  they  aie  meidy 
for  show,  and  ate  too  heavy  to  be  used  on  active  service.  I 
wislied  to  procure  one»  but  was  disappointed.  About  half  a 
^lile  fiom  the  town,  and  nearly  ia  the  middle  of  the  river, 
is  an  insula^  conical  rock,  usually  called  by  the  people, 
the  Golden  Mountain,  of  considerable  lieig^taad  extent,  bnilt 

'  from  the  watei^s  edge  to  the  top  with  temples,  tuirets,  and 
belvederes  on  regular  terraces,  or  stories  one  above  the  other, 
iatcrmixed  with  evergreen  trees  of  various  volumes  and  shades 

^  i^erduxe*  cootiasted  in  so  happy  a  taste,  and  distributed 
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Hr  such  a  manner  as  to  give  to  the  whole  the  air  of  a  &ny 
edifice  suddenly  raised  upon  tbe  river  by  the  magic  of  an  en< 
chanter.  It  has  a  very  striking  effect,  and  almost  realizes 
the  extravagant  paintings  of  Clnna  fans  and  screens,  which, 
I  am  now  inclined  to  think,  have  been  drawn  from  actual 
views,  and  not  from  the  &ncj  of  the  artist. 

The  people's  complexions  here  are  the  fairest  we  have  ob- 
served since  we  left  Pekin.  Possibly  they  may  be  <^  a 
Jess  mixed  race  than  the  others.  Several  men  of  war  junks 
were  lying  bef<He  the  town,  manned  with  soldiers  in  uniforms, 
like  the  troops,  who  showed  themselves  on  the  decks^  and 
afiected  a  warlike  appearance  ;  l)ut  though  there  were  a 
few  port-holes  cut  in  the  sides  of  the  vessels,  I  did  not  see 
a  single  cannon  peeping  through  any  of  them. 

Thursday,  November  7th.  Proceed  this  morning  to  Tchan* 
chtm-faUf  and  pass  uitdcr  a  very  noble  bridge  of  three  arches, 
the  centre  one  so  high,  that  my  yacht  had  no  occasion  to 
lower  her  masts  in  gping  under  it. 

Tchau'Chourfm  is  a  city  of  tlie  firs't  order,  and  was  for- 
merly very  considerable,  but  is  much  declined.  Most  of 
the  houses  next  the  water  are  of  wood ;  the  walls  are  fiiUing 
down  in  many  places,  and  the  people,  I  thought,  looked 
dispirited.  The  i^moval  of  the  court  to  Pekin  from  Kankin, 
which  is  the  capital  of  this  province  of  Kian^nan^  is  still  felt 
and  regretted  by  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  indc^  but  very 
strong  political  considerations  could  have  induced  the  sove- 
reign to  prefer  the  nortliem  regions  of  Pe-cAe-/i,  the  con- 


Digitized  by  Google 


340  JOURNAL  OF  AN  EMBASSY 


fines  of  Tartary,  to  tliis  part  of  his  cin])iiT,  which  is  the 
most  beautiful  that  can  he  imagincti,  and  abounds  with  evcrj 
thing  to  rendn*  life  convcmrnt  and  delicious.  All  the  advan- 
tagrs  of  climate,  soil,  and  production  have  Ijecn  lavisiied 
here  by  nature  witii  an  unsparing  hand.  'I'his  evening  we 
})assed  through  tlie  tine  city  of  SoU'choU'foUf  which  is  called 
by  travellers  the  paradise  of  China. 

Friday,  Novemljcr  8th.  The  country  seems  to  be' one 
continued  village  on  both  sides,  as  far  ta  we  can  see,  woo- 
dcrfully  beautiful  and  rich.  !Many  mulberry  trees  are 
planted  round  the  houses,  but  most  of  them  have  been 
stripped  of  their  leaves.  We  are  now  in  the  silk  country ; 
but  we  have  as  yet  had  no  opj>ortunities  of  making  the 
observations  and  inquiries  wc  wished  to  do.  From  Tanto^ 
to  Ta7i-T/<m<kim  the  depth  of  the  canal  is  above  one  hun* 
died  feet 

We  passed  thxmigh  three  small  lakes,  and  at  one  place 
by  the  side  of  a  very  long  bridge  of  one  hundred  arches. 

Sun-4it-gm  has  diown  me  a  letter  just  received  from  court, 

by  which  he  is  directed  to  put  the  embassy,  as  soon  as  we 

arrive  at  Hun^hoU'-fou,  under  the  care  of  the  new  viceroy  of 

Canton»  who  is  soon  to  set  out  for  that  place,  and  to  conduct 

us  thither.  Oiptain  Mackintosh  is  to  join  bis  ship  at  Cheu- 

ion,  and  I  told  Sun^a'gin  that  I  should  send  on  board  him 

the  presents  and  all  the  baggage  which  we  should  not  have 

occasion  for  in  the  remainder  of  our  journey ;  also  a  part  of 

my  guard  and  of  my  other  attendants.   He  seemed  to  re- 
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ceive  thb  ioforniatioa  with  pteaaure,  and  said,  thai  he  should 
hiinsdf  go  as  far  as  Liti)j>o,  on  the  way  to  Chettsttn  from 
Han^ehou-fou,  to  give  orders  that  the  Iliodiistan  might 
have  every  indulgence  and  assistance  necessary  for  her  dh^ 
patch,  and  that  he  should  then  return  to  Pekin  to  render 
an  account  of  his  commission  to  the  emperor,  and  be  tvaa 
happy  to  say,  that  we  had  enabled  him  to  give  a  very  agree* 
able  and  satisfactory  one.  lie  desired  me  to  tell  Captain 
Mackintosh,  that  if  from  the  shortness  of  the  time,  or  irom 
any  other  difficulties,  he  was  disappointed  of  a  cargo  at 
Cheu'sattt  he  should  nevertheless  liave  the  same  prml^geB» 
when  he  came  to  Canton,  that  were  promised  for  CAeu-san; 
and  that  as  a  particular  compliment  to  the  embassy,  and 
on  account  tlie  ship's  connection  with  it,  she  should  be 
exempted  from  the  payment  of  any  measurage  or  other 
duties. 

Saturday,  November  9th.   We  stopped  this  morning  at  a 
village  without  the  walls  of  Han-chou-fou^  and  found  that 
tlie  new  viceroy  of  Canton  had  come  up  in  his  yacht  to  con- 
fer with  Sumria-f^^  and  that  he  would  soon  be  along  side 
of  mine  to  welcome  US  on  our  arrival  here.   "SVhether  I  was 
prejudiced  in  his  favor,  or  not,  by  the  accounts  I  had  heard 
of  him,  I  thought  his  appearance  much  to  his  advantage. 
He  is  perfectly  well  bred,  and  the  whole  of  liis  manner 
candid  and  gentleman-like.    He  confirmed  to  me  every  tiling 
Sun-ta-gin  had  said  upon  business,  and  particularly  men- 
tioned the  emperor's  instructions  to  him  to  pay  the  greatest 
-regard  to  the  English  at  Canton,  who,  on  every  occasion,  he 
said,  should  have  free  access  to  him  in  person,  or  by  letter. 
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IJc  then  asked  mc  sonic  questions  about  my  passage  from 
Kngland,  and  the  length  of  the  voyage  back,  and  said  that 
it  vas  Tcry  tluttning  to  the  emperor  to  have  an  embassy 
sent  to  him  from  so  L^reat  a  distance.    That  the  emperor  had 
charged  him  to  repeat  his  satisraclion  irom  it,  and  to  deliver 
to  mc  an  additional  present  for  the  king,  consisting  of  some 
piet  es  of  gold  silk,  some  purses  taken  from  iiis  own  person, 
and  what  was  of  very  high  value,  the  paper  of  happiness^ 
inscribed  by  the  emperor's  own  hand,  which  is  known  to  be 
the  strongest  mark  a  soverciiin  of  China  can  give  to  another 
prince  of  his  friendship  and  atlection.    A  paper  was  also 
sent  to  me  of  a  similar  import,  as  a  testimony  of  his  appro- 
bation of  the  embassy,  and  an  earnest  of  liis  purposed  at- 
tention to  its  objects.    Tlie  viceroy  then  said  tliat  he  hoped, 
in  tbnr  or  five  days  every  thins  would  be  ready  for  ns  to 
proceed,  and  that  he  expected  much  jileasure  trom  scemg  us 
and  conversing  with  us  frequently  in  th(  course  of  the  voyage. 
As  for  Captain  Mackintosh,  t'^'c.  Sfni-t(i-^in  would  take  care 
of  them  ;  but  he  was  afraid  the  Cajitam  would  not  find  it 
easy  to  get  a  loading  cither  at  IJmpo  or  C/icn-san.  Upon 
this  I  begged  leave  to  send  for  Captain  Mackintosli,  to  wliom 
he  then  explained  the  difficulties  he  was  likely  to  meet  with. 
The  viceroy  told  him,  that  the  merchants  there  were  not 
accustomed,  like  those  of  Canton,  to  trade  with  Europeans, 
and  to  purchase  English  goods  ;  that  they  were  probably  not 
at  present  provided  with  such  articles  as  Ctiptain  Mackintosh 
might  want,  and  that  whatever  they  sold  to  him  they  would 
expect  to  be  paid  for  in  ready  money.    He  mentioned  some 
other  objections*  which  I  endeavored  to  obviate,  but  ob- 
«enrkg  so  many  impediments,  and*  thinking  it  better  not  to 
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urge  iiirtlier  u  business  we  plainly  saw  they  wished  us  to  de- 
cHne,  and  which  it  was  in  their  powiT  to  clrtVat,  we  gave  it 
up  with  a  good  grace,  upon  the  viceroy's  repealing  the 
assuniiKC's  given  bt  tore  of  tlic  Hindostan's  being  exempted 
iroiii  Liic  payment  oi"  meajiurage  and  duties  at  Canton. 

lliis  night  finished  my  dispatch  to  l^fr.  Dundas. 


Sunday,  November  10th.  Tlie  Tson-fou,  or  viceroy,  jiaid 
mc  a  visit,  and  rep(^;itef!,  in  still  stronger  terms  than  yester- 
day, the  assurauees  and  declarations  of  the  emperor's  favor, 
and  of  his  own  particular  good  wishes  and  dispositioQ  to- 
wards us. 

Han-chou-fou  is  a  very  populous,  c\te^^>ive,  and  flourishing 
citjr.  A  vast  quantity  of  silk  is  produced  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. Having  asked  the  people  of  my  yacht,  what  kind  of 
nuiiberries  chiefly  grew  here,  I  was  informed  by  some,  tiiat 
it  Avas  the  red,  and  by  others,  the  vvliite,  from  whence  I  con- 
clude they  are  both  equally  common.  I  hope,  from  the 
measures  I  have  taken,  to  be  aible  to  learn  something  rela- 
tive to  the  culture  of  silk  here  ;  but  the  shyness  and  jealousy 
of  the  Chinese  in  all  matters,  where  they  olKerve  us  to  be 
curious  and  inquisitive,  are  inconceivably  great.  . 

Monday,  November  11th..  This  afternoon  I  received  a 
ietter  from  Sir  Erasmus  Cower,  dated  at  Ch£»-saH  the  15th 
October,  which,  through  the  singular  jeiilousjr  and  sospicton 
of  the  Chinese  government,  had  been  kept  from  me  till  now« 
From  this  letter  I  have  received  news  of  the  Lion's  people 
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being  very  sickly,  and  of  the  surgeon  and  lus  ficst  mate  not 
being  likely  to  recover ;  that  tthe  ship  was  in  such  want  of 
medicines,  particularly  of  bark  and  opium,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  have  a  speedy  supply  of  both;  and  therefore  he 
(Sir  Erasmus  Gower)  was  returning  for  that  purpose  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  of  Canton;  but  should  proceed  again 
from  thence  to  the  northward  without  delay.  Having  men- 
tioned to  tlie  viceroy,  that  Sir  Erasmus  Gowcr  was  probably 
now  in  Macao  roads,  and  that  it  was  possible  a  letter  from 
me  might  reach  him,  if  dispatched  immediately,  he  has 
])ioini.s{'(l  to  send  it  this  night,  by  a  special  messenger,  to 
Mr.  Brown  at  CauLoa  who  will  know  how  to  forward  it. 

"Wrote  ray  letter  to  Sir  Erasmus,  telhno^  him  that  I  was  on 
my  road  to  Canton,  and  requesting  him  to  remain  off  Macao 
till  he  either  saw  me,  or  heard  from  me  ag^in. 

Tuesday,  November  l£th:  The  viceroy  made  us  another 
visit,  aad  improves  upon  us  every  time  we  see  him. 

Wednesday,  November  13th.  I  received  a  farewel  visit 
from  Sun-ta'ginf  who  seemed  to  be  quite  melted  at  parting 
from  us.  Among  other  things  he  said  to  me,  in  a  strain  of 
libefality  scarcely  to  be  expected  in  a  Tartar  or  Chinese, 
that  as  all  distant  countries  must  necessarily  have  different 
laws  and  customs,  we  should  not  be  surprised  that  their** 
varied  from  ours ;  that  we  owed  each  other  mutual  indul- 
gences, and  he  therefore  hoped  I  should  not  carry  with  me 
to  Europe  any  impressioa  to  the  disadvantage  or  disparage* 
ment  of  China. 
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lie  possesses  an  elevated  mind  and,  during  the  whole  time 
of  our  connection  with  hirn,  has  on  all  occasions  conducted., 
himfleif  towards  us  in  the  most  firiemily  and  geotlemaolike 
manner.    This  kind  of  behavior  is  not  only  airreeable  to  his. 
natural  character  but,  I  believe,  he  thinks  it  will  be  agree- 
able to  his  court,  as  no  part  of  it  can  be  concealed  or  misres 
presented ;  for  notwithstanding  bis  high  rank  and  situatioo,'. 
such  are  the  caution  and  circumspection  of  this  goverament, 
that  two  considerable  Mandarines  (one  of  whom  was  the  se- 
cretary who  penned  the  emperor^s  letters  to  the  king)  were 
always  present  at  our  conferences.   Stohta^in  declined  aic-. 
oepting  the  presents  I  offered  him,  but  excused  himself  in  a 
very  becoming  and  unacted  manner. 

Before  I  quit  thb  subject,  I  must  not  omit  that  our 
course  together  sometimes  turned  upon  Russia,  of  which  h& 
endeavored  to  speak,  as  of  a  country  they  had  no  apprefaeo'* 
sions  from.  He  said  that  when  disturbances  happened  00 
the  frontiers,  they  were  aisually  occasioned  by  disorderly  peo- 
ple whom,  when  complained  of,  the  court  of  Russia  alwayii 
disavowed,  and  ddivered  to  be  punished  as  soon  as  they, 
oould  be  taken  hold  of,  and  that  at  bottom  the  Russians  were 
not  a  bad  sort  of  people,  though  very  ignorant  and  unpolished. 
It  appears  not  only  from  Stm-ia-gin,  but  from  several  others, 
whom  I  have  convened  with,  that  the  Chinese  are  no  strangers 
to  the  Csarina's  character,  nor  to  the  manner  of  her  monntr 
ing  the  throne. 

^ursday,  November  14th.  This  morning  we  procjeeded 
from  Hon<kc»fou  on  our  journey  to  the  soutiiward.  I  tra- 
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veiled  in  a  palankeen,  and  was  upwards  of  two  hours  in  pass- 
ing through  the  citj,  which  I  found  still  larger  and  more  * 
populous  than  I  at. first  imagined;  it  is  very  closely  built, 
and  the  streets  very  narrow ;  they  are  paved  with  broad  flat 
stones,  and  put  one  much  in  mind  of  the  courts  in  London, 
that  run  parallel  with  the  Strand.   Almost  every  house  is  a 
shop.   I  observed,  in  some  of  them,  as  I  went  along,  great 
quantities  of  furs,  broad  cloth,  and  long  ells,  mostly  imported, 
I  believe,  in  English  bottoms  to  Canton.  The  environs  of  the 
town  are  very  beautiful,  embellished  by  an  extensivr  ]akc, 
a  noble  canal  with  several  inferior  ones,  and  gentle  hiils  cul- 
tivated to  the  summit  interspersed  with  plantations  of  mul* 
berries,  and  dwarf  iiruit  trees,  sheltered  by  oaks,  planes, 
sycamores  and  camphors.   On  one  side  of  the  lake  is  a  pa- 
goda in  ruins,  which  forms  a  remarkably  fine  object.   It  is 
octagonal,  built  of  fine  hewn  stone,  red  and  yellow,  of  four 
entire  stories,  besides  the  top,  which  was  mouldering  away 
from  age :  very  large  trees  were  growing  out  of  tlie  cornices  ; 
it  was  about  two  hundred  feet  high.    It  is  called  the  Tower 
of  the  Tliundering  Winds,  to  whom  it  would  seem  to  have  been 
dedicated,  and  is  supposed  to  be  twro  thousand  five  hundred 
years  old. 

After  travelling  about  six  miles  fiom  the  east  gate  through, 
this  charming  scene,  we  came  to  a  broad  tidr-iivcr,  where 
we  Ibund  the  yachts  ready  for  our  embarkation.  'J'hcs« 
vessels  have  cotton  or  canvass  sails,  and  something  of  an 
European  nir,  b(  iiig  sharp  both  fore  and  aft:  although  their 
bottoms  arc  (luito  tlat  they  sail  well  and  draw  very  little- 
va  ter,  not  more  than  ten  inches,  even  when  laden  with  two. 
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tons  and  a  half  weight.  In  this  short  stage  we  passr  l  three 
military  posts,  at  which  wo  saw  a  few  guns  that  seenied  to 
have  bc'L'n  broixrlit  forward  on  j)urpose  for  us  to  take  notice 
of;  they  arc  hom  two  to  four  pounders,  very  heavy  and 
very  clumsy,  the  thickness  of  tlic  metal  at  the  nioutli 
being  equal  to  the  bore  of  the  gun.  Though  scarcely  fit  for 
sei  vice,  they  are  prcsorvefl  with  great  care,  (>ach  of  them  hav- 
ing a  wooden  roof  over  it.  There  arc  not  above  a  dozen  of 
thoni  in  the  whole.  At  tlic  ditfercnt  stations  on  the  road, 
tlie  troops  always  turned  out  to  salute  us,  which  they  fre- 
quently did  by  falling  down  u])on  their  knees;  but  tlinc  \mis 
A  large  body  of  five  hundred  to  a  thousand  drawn  up  to  re- 
ceive us  at  the  water  side,  dressed  and  armed  in  their  best 
manner,  who  made  a  very  handsome  appearance.  They 
seemed  indeed  to  look  more  like  soldiers  than  any  I  had  seen 
in  China  before,  and  to  show  a  marked  admiration  of  my 
jguards  as  they  marched  along  to  embark,  noticing  every 
particular,  their  dress,  their  anus,  the  cadence  of  their  move* 
ments,  their  (piick  and  slow  steps,  their  erect  figures,  their 
manly  air  and  military  mechanism. 

Friday,  NoYember  15th.  This  moroiog,  at  day-light,  I 
ibund  we  had  advanced  up  the  river  above  the  reach  of  the 
tide ;  it  is  still  very  broad,  not  less  than  half  a  mile  across. 
Yesterday  we  sailed,  but  now  we  are  towed.  The  country  on 
each  side  is  full  of  mountains  with  fertile  vaDies  between  them. 
Near  the  banks  grows  a  great  variety  of  trees,  among  which 
were  particulariy  pointed  out  to  me  the  tallow  tree,  and  the 
camphor  tree,  which  I  had  not  remark^ed  before. 
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Saturday,  November  lO'th.  The  country  is  beautiful  and 
roaiaatic,  somcwliiil  resembling  the  scenes  on  the  river  Cou- 
way  between  Llanroost  and  the  sea. 

I  made  a  visit  to  the  viceroy,  at  which  Van-ta-gin  and 
Clwu'ta-ir'm  were  present.    It  was  intended  these  two  latter 
gentlemen  should  leave  us  at  Ilnn-chou-fou ;  but  as  they  were  . 
well  known  to  the  viceroy,  and  as  he  observed  they  were 
agreeable  and  acrnstomcd  to  us,  he  desired  them  to  come  on 
and  accompany  the  embassy  to  Canton.    Very  little  -was  said 
in  this  conversation  relative  to  our  art'airs  ;  I  thought  it  better 
to  avoid  entcrinjT  upon  that  subject  abruptly,  and  to  wait  for 
more  favorahlr  opportunities  of  introducmg  it,  many  of  which 
must  occur  in  the  long  journey  now  l^efore  us.    I  left  it  to  him 
to  lead  the  discourse  as  he  liked,  which,  though  chieiiy  upon 
genial  topics,  he  artfully  contrived  to  uitenniii^e  with  many 
expressions  of  compliment  to  me,  and  professions  from  him- 
self. 

Sunday^  November  l/th.  The  viceroy  returned  my  visit, 
and  began  of  his  own  accord  to  talk  to  me  of  the  trade  canied 
on  between  Great  iiritain  and  China,  of  wliich  he  owned  he 
was  but  imperfectly  informed.  He  therefore  desired  me  to 
explain  to  liim  the  principal  points  in  which  I  M-ished  for  his 
assistance  when  we  came  to  Canton.  When  I  had  done  this, 
be  requested  me  to  give  it  to  him  in  writing,  which  I  told 
him  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible.  He  said  his  reason 
for  asking  it  was,  tliat  he  might  read  it  at  his  leisure,  in 
order  to  be  master  of  the  subject ;  for  be  was  detenniqed  to 
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do  what  was  c(iuitablc  and  proper;  to  grant  what  was  rea- 
sonable, and  to  deny  what  was  not  so.  He  was  bcnsible 
that  some  cliange  of  condurt  towards  us  would  be  right, 
both  for  the  sake  of  justice,  and  the  reputation  of  his  coun- 
try;  but  lie  confessed  that  though  his  alhnity  to  the  emperor 
and  his  rauk  in  the  state  afforded  hiui  strons  o-round  to  stand 
on,  yet  he  had  measures  to  keep  and  dchcaeies  to  observe ; 
for  lie  was  well  aware  of  the  countci  action  he  must  expect  at 
Canton  from  those  who  may  perhaps  be  interested  in  the 
continuance  <  t  those  very  grievances  we  sufFereci ;  and  that 
he  had  heard  of  the  prejudices  entertained  against  tis  by 
some  of  the  great  people  at  court,  particularly  Foo-chati- 
tonsr,  his  predecessor,  who  would  not  l)e  nuich  pleased  to 
sec  him  adopt  a  new  system,  the  reverse  of  ins  own :  but 
there  was  another  thing  which  lie  would  candidly  mention  : 
he  said,  he  knew  the  refusal  that  had  been  m\en  by  Cho- 
chan'tonq  to  the  requests  of  the  embassy,  and  the  disap- 
pointment resulting  from  it ;  it  was  therefore  to  be  appre- 
hended that  the  English  might  be  led  from  thence  to  infer 
an  unfavorable  disposition  in  the  court  towards  thcni,  which 
it  really  had  not,  and  to  conduct  themselves  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  defeat  any  indulgences  meant  to  be  granted 
to  them,  and  consequently  render  him  culpable  for  any  re- 
presentations he  nngiit  make  in  onr  favor.  Fen*  this  reason 
he  re([uesled  ine  to  satisfy  him  tairly,  how  1  considered 
mvitters  to  stand  relative  to  this  point.  1  told  him  I  should 
answer  him  with  the  utmost  frankness,  and  own  that  from 
the  reception  my  requests  had  met  with,  I  naturally  con- 
cluded the  coart  of  Pekin  to  be  inditferent,  if  not  unfriendly, 
to  Great  Britain ;  and  that  i  should  have  represented  it  so 
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in  my  dispatches  home,  if  Sun-ta-gin  had  not  taken  such 
pains  to  impress  me,  as  he  declared  he  had  the  highest 
authority  to  (io,  with  the  en)|)eror's  favoiable  sentiiiicjits  to- 
^vards  us  and  our  cdik  crns,  aud  it'  he,  the  viceroy  himself, 
liad  not  conti lined  them  at  the  first  conference  I  had  with 
Jiiin  in  the  presence  of  Sti}i-ta-gm.  Tliat  tlie  solemn  assur- 
ances tlien  liiven  to  me,  by  him  and  Siin-fa-gin,  had  not  only 
prevented  me  from  writing  in  the  manner  that  1  liad  in- 
tended, but  induced  me  to  inform  my  court  that,  ii  vlwitli- 
standm<2;  wiiat  had  passed  at  Pckin,  I  had  since  that  time 
received  so  manv  k  iul  messages  and  jiromiscs  from  thence, 
that  I  could  not  doubt  of  a  very  serious  attention  being  j)aid 
to  my  reprcsciitations.  That  thus  the  matter  now  stood, 
and  that  it  ivsleti  with  him  to  determine  whether  1  had  de- 
ceived my  own  court  or  not.  It  was  from  what  he  should 
do,  not  from  what  I  should  write,  tiiat  tliey  would  form  a 
judgment.  Soon  after  the  viceroy  left  me,  he  sent  prc?^ents 
of  tea,  fans,  and  periumcs  to  me,  and  to  all  the  gcutlenieu 
of  the  embassy. 

We  have  now  quitted  the  mountams,  and  arc  got  into  a 
charming  fruitful  country.  Here  the  tea-tree  grows  in  great 
abundance  on  the  dry  rising  grounds.  The  mulberry 
flourishes  most  on  the  loamy  flats.  I  have  given  directions 
to  have  some  young  plants  of  these  taken  uj),  if  j)ossii>!e, 
as  also  of  the  varnish-tree  and  tallow-trec,  with  an  intention 
of  sending  ihcm  to  Bengal,  in  hopes  of  Colonel  Kyd's  being 
able  to  nurse  them  and  bring  them  to  maturity,  so  that  one 
day  or  other  they  may  be  reckoned  among  tiie  rommcrcial 
resources  of  our  own  territories*   I  shall  add  the  eggs  of  tlie 
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silk-worms,  winch  I  at  last,  aiid  with  great  difficulty,  have 
been  so  ibrtuuate  as  to  procure ;  tlie  Chinese,  wiiether  from 
jealousy,  or  superstition,  or  both,  could  scarcely  be  per- 
suaded to  part  with  them. 

Monda}',  November  1 8th.  The  river  spreads  here  a  good 
deal  and  is  very  shallow.  The  bankb  rich,  pleasant,  and 
generally  level ;  but  we  see  the  mountains  at  a  distance 
before  us,  and  approach  them  very  fast ;  I  suppose  we  shall 
be  amongst  them  to-moriow.  Here  we  observe  many  groves 
of  oranges. 

This  evening  J'an-ta-gin  brought  two  genteel  young  men 
with  him  on  board  my  yacht,  and  presented  them  to  me, 
as  the  ambassadors  from  ilic  king  of  ilie  Lieu-kieu  islands^ 
now  on  their  way  to  I'ckiii ;  regularly  once  in  two  years  this 
prince  sends  such  anibassatlors  to  Emoi  in  the  province  of 
Fa-kien  (no  other  port  being  open  to  these  strangers)  from 
whence  they  proceed  by  this  loute  to  caiTy  their  master's 
homage  and  tribute  to  the  emperor.  They  speak  Chinese 
veU»  bat  have  a  proper  language  of  their  own,  whether  ap* 
proaching  to  the  Japanese,  or  Corean,  I  could  not  well 
comprehend.   I'hey  told  me  that  no  European  vessds  had 
ever  touched  at  their  islands ;  but  that    they  should  come^ 
they  would  be  well  received.  There  is  no  prohiUtion  agpunst 
&u&ga  iuteioouiise;  they  have  a  fine  harbor  capable  of  ad* 
mittmg  the  largest  vessels^  not  fiir  Hfom  their  capital,,  which- 
is  considerable  in  extent  and  population*  They  raise  a  coarse: 
kind  of  tea,  but  far  inferior  to  the  Chinese,  and  have  many- 
nines  of  copper  and  icon.   No  gold  or  silver  mines- h&ve  asi 
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yet  been  discovered  among  them,  ^vhicli  may,  in  some  mea- 
sure, account  for  these  islands  Ix'mg  so  httle  known.  The 
dress  whicli  these  ambassadors  wore  I  jiaiiicularly  remarked: 
it  is  a  very  fine  sort  of  shawl  made  in  their  own  country, 
dyed  of  a  beautiful  brown  color,  and  lined  with  a  squurel- 
skm,  or  pctit-gris.    They  wore  turbans  very  neatly  folded 
round  their  heatls ;  one  was  of  yellow  silk,  and  the  oLliei 
of  purple.    They  had  neither  linen  nor  cotton  in  any  part 
of  their  dress  that  I  could  perceive.    Tiic  lashion  of  tiieir 
habit  was  nearly  Chinese.    They  were  well-looking,  tolerably 
fair  complcxioned,  well  bred,  conversible,  and  communica- 
tive.   J  tt>m  the  geographical  position  of  these  islands  they 
should  naturally  belong  cither  to  the  Chinese,  or  the  Japanese : 
they  have  chosen  the  protection  of  the  former,  and  when 
their  sovereign  dies,  his  successor  receives  a  sort  erf"  investi- 
ture or  confirmation  from  Pekiii.    It  would  seem  that  the 
Japanese  give  themselves  no  sort  of  concern  about  their 
neighbors  ;  coueeutrated  and  conlented  in  their  own  empire, 
they  seldom  make  excursions  beyond  their  own  coasts,  and 
are  equally  averse  that  their  coasts  should  be  visited  l>y  others. 
If  circ'i^imstances  permit,  I  think  it  mav  be  worth  while  to 
explore  these  Lieii-kieu  islands.    The  <  limatc  is  temperate, 
rather  cold  in  winter,  but  not  very  hot  in  the  summer. 

Tuesday,  November  19th.    TJje  river  is  nearly  of  the  ^amc 
bicadtfa  tOHiay  as  yesterday,  but  verv  unequal  in  it^  depth ; 
in  some  places  not  less  than  ten  or  twelxe  feet,  and  in  others 
«o  shallow  that  we  were  often  suddenly  stopped  in  om-  pro- 
gress.    It  M  quite  wonderful  to  see  the  strength  and  expert- 
ness  of  the  Chinese  boatmen,  >vho,  by  main  bodily  might, 

7 


TO  TU£^  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA.  353 

oAen  dn^jg^  or  lifted  over  sands  and  gmvd  almost  dry, 
the  yachts  we  tiarelled  in»  some  of  which  were  heavy  laden 
and  seventy  feet  in  length  by  twelve  ieet  in  the  beam.  The 
banks  of  the  river  and  the  views  are  wild,  but  not  unpleasant; 
the  grounds  varied  by  cuMvadon  in  the  vallies,  and  by  plan-^ 
tatkins  on  the  hills,  whidh  are  ndther  high  nor  steep.  The 
people  have  a  boorish,  lustic  aspect,  and  are  less  polished 
than  any  we  have  yet  mtt  with.  This  is  a  cross  passage^  tJie 
great  route  from  Pekin-  to  Canton  being  by  way  of  Nankin, 
and  through  the  Poyang  lake ;  but  as  we  left  Kankin  on  our 
right  hand,  in  order  to  come  to  ifon-cAow^if ,  we  deviated 
from  the  common  track,  by  which  means  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  a  part  of  China,  which  probably  no 
European  ever  visited  befiire.  I  am  just  infinmed  by  CAosh 
ia-gm,  that  the  viceroy  has  received  a  dbpatch  irom  court 
with  an  account  of  Sir  Erasmus  Governs  arrival  in  Macao 
loads  on  the  Slst  of  last  month,  so  that  a  letter  fiom  Canton 
to  Pddn,  and  from  thence  to  this  place,  including  every 
delay,  has  been  transmitted  in  less  than  twenty  days— so 
good  a  look  out  do  the  Chinese  keep  on  their  rroasts,  and  SO 
watchful  have  they  been  of  the  motions  of  our  ship  of  vrar. 

Wednesday,  November  20th.  This  evening  we  arrived  at 
the  end  of  our  first  navigation  from  Han-chou~fouy  and  to* 
monow  we  are  to  cross  over  land  to  Yon-^ati^cbou  whera  we 
are  to  embark  again. 

Soon  aflter  we  came  to  an  andior,  the  viceioy  visited  me  and 
made  me  an  apology  for  otir  accommodation,  saying,  that  it 
was  not  so  good  as  he  wished  it  to  be,  on  account  o£  the  road 
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being  very  little  frequented,  'Oaraccommodatton  bat  nererthe- 
less  been  very  good,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  so,  and  that  had 
it  been  less  good,  yet,  as  it  was  exactly  the  same  he  had  him- 
self, I  could  not  be  discontented. 

He  seemed  still  somewhat  apprehensiire,  whether  from  his 
own  reflections,  or  from  those  of  his  superiors,  that  I  mast 
feel  much  disaatisliiction  at  bottom,  as  I  certainly  do,  in  not 
having  succeeded  in  the  points  I  had  solicited,  and  that  con- 
sequently my  representations  at  home  migiht  be  the  occasion 
^f  future  trouble  or  mischief.  He  was  however  much  pleased 
when,  on  his  renewing  the  subject  of  our  former  conversa- 
tion,  I  repeated  to  him  exactly  what  I  had  said  upon  it  a 
few  days  before;  but  still  doubtful  of  my  sincerity,  I  found 
he  WW  deshous  of  putting  it  to  a  test,  by  his  asking  me 
wrhether  I  would  authorise  him  to  tell  the  emperor,  that  the 
kipg,  my  master,  would  always  continue  in  fiiendship  with 
liim,  and  in  testimony  of  it  would  write  to  him,  and  send  an 
ambassador  again,  if  the  emperor  were  wilUng  to  rcceive  lum.. 
I  said,  that  though  what  I  had  solicited  was  refused,  yet^ 
in  every  otlier  respect  I  had  no  reason  to  complain,  as  tbe 
embassy  had  been  very  honorebly  received  and  entertained ; 
and  that  the  emperor  had  sent  presents  to  the  king,  as  marks 
of  his  friendship  in  return  for  those  sent  by  tiie  king  to  the 
emperor;  that  therefore  I  had  no  doubt»  tlmt  the  king  might 
go  so  far  as  to  write  to  tlie  emperor  to  acknowledge  the 
leceipt  of  the  presents,  and  the  marks  of  distitiction  coo- 
Hencd  on  the  embassy.  As  tO' matters  of  business  they  stood 
upon  a  different  ground ;  that  the  king's  original  idea  was  to 

liave  an  ambassador  usually  resident  in  China;  and  if  I  had 
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found  my  staying  at  Pekin  had  been  agreeable,  I  slionld 
have  remarned  there  a  considerable  time ;  but  Unit  irequent 
and  temporary  embassies  from  so  great  a  distance  were 
attended  uilU  nmcU  trouble  and  expense  to  lioth  courti*. 
Nevertheless,  I  thought  that  possibly  anollicr  ininister  might 
be  sent  to  China,  if  there  was  good  ground  to  expect  that 
auch  a  measvre  would  be  requited  by  adequate  advantages; 
but  that  my  state  of  health  and  many  otlicr  circunislances 
rendered  it  impossible  for  mc  to  think  of  undertaking  a  second 
embassy.    He  tiieu  asked  me,  if  the  king  were  to  send  here 
another  minister,  how  soon  it  could  be ;  but  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  propose  to  me  a  repetition  of  so  great  and 
splendid  an  embassy  as  mine,  which  lie  was  sensible  could 
not  be  equipped  witiiout  great  charge  and  inconvenience. 
I  told  him  it  was  not  in  niy  power  to  saj  how  soon,  or  to 
calculate  any  time,  the  space  between  England  ami  China 
being  so  vast,  and  sea  voyages  so  prccariuuh,    liclorc  he 
went  awav  he  assured  me  he  had  received  the  greatest  satis- 
faction Uxiin  the  diflerent  conversations  he  had  had  with  us, 
and  should  immediately  write  to  the  emperor,  who  would  be 
highly  plcascti,  in  every  respect,  wth  his  accounts  of  us. 
I  gave  him  the  paper  which  he  had  desired  a  few  days  ago, 
contain ui<i.  a  short  sketch  of  the  points  I  wished  to  obtain  at 
Canton ;  also  a  letter  to  he  forwarded  to  Sir  Erasmus  Gower, 
and  he  then 'returned  to  his  yacht;  but  in  a  few  mbutes 
aflenraids  he  came  back,  and  said  that  as  he  was  going  to 
send  a  dispatch  to  court,  he  thought  it  would  be  more  agree- 
able to  the  emperor,  if  accompaiiied  with  a  few  words  from 
me  to  him  (the  viceroy)  in  the  Chinese  style,  of  general  com- 
pliment and  acknowledgment  of  the  emperor's  attention  to 
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118,  and  his  anxiety  for  our  welfare.  I  thanked  him  for  the 
suggestions  and  told  him  I  should  not  fiaik  to  follow  it.  Erery 
time  we  see  this  gentleman  he  gains  upon  our  good  opinion, 
and  I  do  not  despair  of  the  Company's  receiving  many 
advantages  by  bis  means.  It  is  true,  that  he  has  art  and 
address,  and  an  air  of  candor  to  disguise  them  witb ;  but 
be  bas  prudence^  sagacity,  and  a  sense  of  cba^^ter. 

Ibursday,  November  21st.  At  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  set  out 
on  our  journey  by  land,  and  dined  at  the  half-way  house, 
which  marks  the  boundaries  of  the  provinces  of  Che'^dang 
and  Kiang-^,  We  then  came  on  to  this  place  Yu-san-chient 
having  performed  the  whole  journey  of  twenty-four  English 
miles  in  less  than  nine  hours.  The  mode  of  travelling  u  either 
on  horseback,  in  a  covered  palankeen,  or  an  open  chair. 
Our  gentlemen  bad  the  choice  of  their  conveyiince ;  but  as 
the  weather  was  uncommonly  pleasant  most  of  them  pre- 
ferred lidittg. 

We  found  this  short  transition  from  the  water  to  the  land 
Very  agreeable,  and  were  highly  delighted  with  the  face  of 
the  country  we  passed  through.  It  is  much  diversified  by  hilJs 
of  a  moderate  size,  which,  like  all  I  have  seen  in  Chin% 
either  rbe  singly  from  the  plain,  or  in  small  groups  of  three 
or  four,  and  never  run  into  a  chain,  as  is  generally  the  case 
in  other  mountainous  regions.  I  did  not  sec  a  spot  in  the 
whole  way  that  was  not  cultivated  with  infinite  industry,  and 
compelled  to  produce  every  grain  and  v^table  of .  which  it 
was  capable.  Tlie  soil  is  naturally  indiflferent,  which  renders 
the  ^mer  wonderfully  active  in  his  endeavors  to  fertiliae  it ; 
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the  care  with  which  emj  ^iDg  oonvertihle  into  manare  is 
pmiened,  woold  appear  ridiculous  dsewhere>  but  b  heie 
luHyjustiGed  by  the  effect  Wherever  the  sides  of  the  hills 
admit  of  i^  tbej  are  wrou^t  into  terraces,  graduated  with 
diffisrent  crops,  and  watered  by  the  chain  pump,  which  is . 
earned  by  the  husbandman  from  place  to  place.  The  ponds 
and  reservoirs  are  a  public  <»ncem,  and  great  justice  is  ob- 
served in  the  distribution  of  their  contents.  The  plow  is  the 
simplest  in  the  world,  has  but  one  handle,  is  drawn  by  a 
sia^e  boffiUo,  and  managed  by  a  single  person,  without  any 
asflutance.  The  husbandry  is  angularly  neat,  not  a  weed 
to  be  seen ;  every  thing  is  sown  in  drills,  and  there  are  never 
less  than  two  crops  in  the  year,  and^olien  three.  The  moun- 
tains are  all  newly  pUnted  with  trees,  chiefly  firs,  a  great 
many  thousands  of  acres.  This  is  the  case  almost  the  whole 
way  from  hence  to  Canton,  For  horse  and  foot  the  road  is 
excellent,  but  admits  of  no  wheel  carriages,  and  at  eveiy 
mile  there  is  a  village,  which  is  generally  extensive  and 
populous. 

I  must  not  om't  that  the  viceroy,  observing  our  cariosity 
about  every  thing  relative  to  natural  histcnry,  allowed  us  to 
collect  seeds  and  fossils  as  we  came  along,  and  to  take  up 
several  tea  plants  in  a  growing  state  with  large  balls  of  earth 
adhering  to  them,  which  tea  plants  I  flatter  myself  I  shall 
be  able  to  transmit  to  Bengal,  where  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
by  the  spirit  and  patriotism  of  its  government,  an  effective  cul- 
vation  of  this  valuable  shrub  will  be  undertaken  and  pursued 
with  success,  llie  place  where  we  procured  our  tea  plants 
linearly  in  28°  north  Uititude,  The  summers  here  are  said  to 
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be  very  hot,  and  tbewintereextremeljr  cold*  but  not  attended 
with  iroftt  or  snow.  The  vioeioy  has  also,  with  great  liberaJity 
of  mind»  sent  a  Mandarine  to  the  distance  of  forty  miles* 
with  orders  to  get  for  us  some  pieces  of  Pe-tun-tse  and  Ca^ 
Sn,  and  other  materials  used  by  the  Chinese  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  their  porcdain.  In  talking  with  a  Chinese  one  day 
who  came  on  board  my  yacht  with  some  plates  and  dishes, 
I  tfaoughtt  if  I  understood  him  rightly,  that  he  said  the 
asbestos  or  incombustible  fossil  stone  entered  into  the  com- 
position of  China  ware. 

Friday,  November  22d.  We  have  been  detained  all  day 
at  this  place  (Yu-san-chien )  by  the  violent  raia  which  has 
now  fallen  for  tour  and  twenty  hours  without  intermissioQ. 

Saturday,  November  23d.  Leave  Yu-san-chkn  and  pro- 
ceed down  the  river,  which  is  a])out  cis^hty  yards  wide,  shal- 
low, and  rapid,  with  steep  and  well  wooded  banks  on  either 
side. 

I  delivered  to  the  viceroy  the  note  of  compliment  which 
he  had  suggested  to  nie  the  idea  of,  to  be  transmitted  with 
his  letter  to  Pekin.  Observing  the  character  of  the  writing 
to  be  remarkably  neat,  he  inquired  who  had  transcribed  it  ? 
and  when  I  informed  him  that  it  was  littte  George  Staunton* 
hewouUl  warcely  believe  that  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old  could 
have  already  made  such  progress,  nor  was  he  perfectly  satis- 
fied till  he  had  actually  seen  him  add  at  the  bottom  of 
tlie  paper  in  Chinese  characters  that  it  had  been  written 
by  him. 
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Sunda}',  November  24lli.  Last  night  we  contimied  our 
voyage,  but  so  cIliihc  a  vapor  had  men  in  consequence  of  the 
late  raius  and  overspread  the  attn(^phere,  that  though  the 
river  -widened  and  deepened  ronsidcrably,  our  navigation 
seemed  often  attended  with  (hinger.  Our  vessels  frequently 
structi  uj)on  the  shelves  and  sometimes  ran  foul  of  each  otlier 
with  a  sudden  crash  ;  tlius  contributing  not  a  little  to  the 
dismal  character  of  the  night,  which  was  still,  moist,  cold 
and  comfortless.  The  mist  grew  every  moment  darker  and 
heavier,  and  so  magnified  the  objects  around  us,  that  no- 
wonder  our  senses  and  imaginations  were  equally  deceived 
and  disturbed,  and  that  the  temples,  turrets  and  pagodas  ap- 
peared to  us  through  the  fog,  as  we  sailed  along,  like  so  many 
phantoms  of  giants  and  monsters  flitting  away  from  us,  aod 
vanishing  in  the  gloom.  At  noon  we  stopped  at  Ho-cott,  a 
laige  handsome  village,  built  close  upon  the  water'A  eug^ 
op|K)site  to  a  singular  range  of  hills,  shaped  like  reversed 
punchbowls,  and  composed  chiefly  of  black  rock,  in  the  rifts- 
of  wUch  veveral  very  large  tre^  were  growing.  We  have 
BOW  changed  our  yachts  for  vessels  of  a  laige  siae^  and  are 
proceeding  in  them.  The  small  ones  were  very  pleasant  and 
convenient,  but  had  not  sufficient  room  for  the  proper  stow- 
age of  our  baggage* 

Monday,  November  2ath..  Came  this  morning  to  Qin-fo* 
ehou,  a  large  village,,  and  stopped  some  hours. 

Tuesday,  November  S6th*  The  river  expands  fl»  the 
breadth  of  half  a  mile ;  a  finer  levd  country,  not  natuialljp 
very  feitiJe^  but  wondeiliittj  well-  cultivated.  The  Chinesr 
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are  colainlj  the  best  faiiilMiidiiie&  in  llie  world.  The  greatest 
part  of  the  ptovince  of  Kitaig^  that  I  have  jtt  seen,  has 
•a  poor  soQ. 

We  anif ed  this  evening  at  Poy9ttg*hou  near  the  great  Poy- 
ang  lake.  I  can  hear  nothbg  about  the  fish  here  that  Mr. 
Bennant  desired  me  to  inqnire  for. 

Wednesday,  November  S7th.  Pkocecdod,  at  a  little  after 
midnight,  as  soon  as  the  moon  was  Op.  The  famous  town  of 
Kin-chin'fau,  (the  capital  of  the  porcelain  manufeetorj  of 
^e  empire)  lies  at  no  great  distance  from  our  route,  and  it 
would  have  been  very  desirable  to  see  it ;  but  we  were  so  cir- 
sitanced  diat  it  was  not  to  be  done  witiiout  many  difficulties, 
which  I  thought  it  better  to  avoid. 

Thunday,  November  28th.  The  weather  this  momiiig 
was  very  sharp ;  Farenheit's  thennometer  at  56*  at  noon. 
Fkssed  by  Nan-chan-foUt  a  very  large  city  on  a  low  sandy 
point,  where  the  river  divides  into  two  broad  branches.  The 
shores  flat  and  barren ;  high  mountains  to  the  K.W.  at  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  distance. 

Friday,  Xovcmber  29th.  We  stopped  all  last  night  at  a 
village,  about  four  miles  from  Nan-chan-fou,  where  the 
Foo-yen  or  governor  of  the  province  paid  us  a  visit,  and  brought 
us  presents  of  tea  and  tea-cups,  some  beads,  pieces  of  silk, 
and  red  Nankin.  I  returned  his  compliment  with  a  pair  of 
pearl  watches,  an  assortment  of  hardware,  knives,  scissars, 
wine,  and  brandy. 
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Saturday,  KoTember  SOth.  The  river  still  continues 
wide  but,  in  general,  Terjr  shallow.  The  shores  are  flat 
and  sandy  and,  in  the  wet  season,  the  whole  country  must 
be  under  water  to  a  vast  extent.  No  trees  or  houses  to  ba 
seen,  but  on  a  few  elevated  spots.  The  weather  cold; 
no  sun. 

Sunday,  December  1st.  This  morning  we  approached 
the  mountains,  and  our  course  now  lies  among  them,  and 
generally  close  to  the  foot  of  them,  althongli  there  is  some- 
times on  the  other  side  of  us  a  plain  of  two  or  three  miles 
across.  We  observe  several  buildings  on  the  tops  of  them, 
which  have  the  appearance  of  u atch-towei-s,  somewhat  re- 
sembling those  1  have  seen  on  the  coast  of  Spain,  between 
Carthagena  atid  Malaga.  There  aie  also  some  very  pretty 
white  pagodas  of  nine  stories  high,  newly  built  on  lesser 
eminences  near  the  banks.  Stopj^cd  for  a  few  hours  at  the 
town  of  Ki-gau'/ou,   The  weather  cold ;  no  sun. 

ATonday,  Dccend)er  2d.  Our  voyage  to-day  was  through 
a  country  that  afforded  very  bcautilul  scenery.  The  river  is 
still  shallow  but  very  broad,  spreading  over  a  A'ast  bed  of 
small  round  pebbles.  A  forest  of  many  miles  in  extent 
covered  all  the  eastern  bank.  I  observ^ed  several  large  firs, 
of  diflTerrnt  kinds,  and  among  them  the  Pinaster  ;  but  the 
predominant  trees  were  of  broad  leaf,  though  I  could  not 
well  distiiigiush  their  species.  The  tops  of  lulls,  and  every 
otlu  i  space  where  nothing  but  timber  will  grow,  arc  planted' 
with  trees  of  difierent  sorts. 
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From  Han-choU'fiu  to  Canton  many  tniHions  of  acres 
arc  covered  with  young  fir-trccs  txisides  the  great  old  woods. 
We  caught  here  some  fish,  but  not  like  any  which  I  am 
acquainted  witli.  We  {lasst  d  a  qre.it  iniuiy  fluut$»  or  iialzasr 
of  timber,  some  of  several  iiuudred  feet  long ;  tiiey  are  navi- 
gated with  a  mast  and  sails,  and  have  houses  raised  upon 
them  for  the  iiabitation  of  the  skippers  and  their  families. 
Such  numbers  of  children  as  poured  out  from  them  to  see  us» 
can  only  be  compared  to  bees  rushing  from  their  hives  at 
the  time  of  swarming.  The  weather  cold ;  no  sun. 

Tuesday,  December  3d.  The  river  now  becomes  much 
narrower  and  deeper,  being  pent  between  t!ic  mountains, 
ivhicJi  shut  it  in  so  closely  aiul  approach  so  near  to  each 
other  that,  till  the  moment  we  come  to  the  opening,  we  can 
scarcely  imagine  the  possibility  of  a  passage* 

To  the  left  is  the  walled  town  of  Ouan-ga/i-hiru^  wc 
passed  without  stopping,  and  came  to  this  village  \vhcre  \vc 
are  to  remain  for  the  night.   The  weather  stiU  cold,  aud 
.  no  sun, 

Wednesday,  December  4th.  Continued  our  Toyage  this 
morning ;  tlie  country  less  inountainous,  and  more  diversified. 
Several  pretty  white  pag^^os  lately  erected,  and  generally 
in  happy  ntuations,  appear  within  view,  and  show  that 
whatever  may  be  the  case  elsewhere,  the  devotion  of  the  in- 
habitants here  is  by  no  means  in  the  wane. 

The  viceroy,  accompanied  by  Vawia-gin  and  Chtm-tQ'giitt 
paid  me  a  long  visit  this  evening ;  they  came  at  eight  o'dock 
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and  staid  till  thit  moment.  It  is  now  midnight.  th.t 
viceroy  was  uncommofily  civil  and  sociable,  and  talked 
Ireely  on  a  great  variety  of  things.  He  asked  several 
questions  relative  to  Canton,  to  the  value  and  amouut  of 
our  trade  there,  and  that  of  other  nations ;  and  what  sur- 
)>rised  me,  he  seemed  to  know  already  the  difference  between 
the  country  ships  from  India,  and  the  ships  of  the  Company. 
He  suspects  gi-eat  peculation  among  the  public  officers  at 
Canton,  and  that  the  emperor  is  much  defrauded  in  his 
revenue  there.  I  answered  him  with  a  proper  reserve,  say- 
ing,  that  as  I  had  never  been  at  Canton,  I  could  not  speak 
with  precision ;  but  that  when  I  arrived  there  I  should  en-^ 
deavor  to  procure  for  him  any  information  in  my  power 
that  he  wished  to  have :  He  requested  that  I  would,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  desired  Chou-ta-gin,  who  is  the  man  of 
letters  and  business,  to  take  notes  of  what  I  ^ould  mention 
to  him. 

Having  occasion  to  light  his  pipe,  and  his  attendants 
being  iil)$cnt,  I  took  out  my  pocket  a  small  phosphoric 
bottle,  and  instantly  kindled  a  match  at  it.   Tlie  singularity 

of  a  nian's  (-arryiiig  fire  in  his  fob  without  damage  startied  him 
agpoddeal;  I  therefore  explained  to  him  tlie  pliiLMiomenon, 
aiul  made  him  a  present ^of  tlie  bottle.  This  little  inri  lcnt 
led  to  a  conversation  upon  other  curious  subjects,  from  which 
it  appeared  to  us  how  far  the  Chinese  (although  tiiey  excel 
in  some  brandies  of  mechanics)  nrc  yet  bcliind  other  na- 
tions in  nictiical  or  chimrgical  skill  and  philosophical  know- 
ledge. Having  often  observed  numbers  of  blind  persons, 
but  never  having  met  a  wooden  leg,  or  a  deformed  limb  here* 
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I  coiicliuicd  that  good  oculists  were  very  lare,  and  tliat 
death  was  the  usual  consequence  of  a  fracture.  The  viceroy 
told  me  I  was  right  in  my  conjecture ;  but  when  I  told  him 
of  many  things  in  England,  and  whicli  I  had  brought  people 
>vitli  me  to  instruct  the  Chinese  in,  if  it  had  been  allowed, 
such  as  the  re-animating  drowned  persons  by  a  mechanical 
Operation^  restoring  sight  to  the  blind  by  the  extraction  or 
depression  of  the  glaucoma,  and  repairing  or  amputating 
limbs  by  manual  dexterity,  both  he  and  his  companions 
seemed  at  if  awakened  out  of  a  dream,  and  could  not  con- 
ceal their  regret  for  the  court's  coldness  ami  indifference  to 
our  discoveries.  From  the  manner  of  Uiese  gentlemen's 
inquiri^  the  remarks  which  they  made,  and  the  impres- 
sions they  seemed  to  feel,  I  have  conceived  a  much  higher 
opinion  of  their  liberality  and  understanding.  M  hether  in 
these  two  respects  the  minister  be  really  inferior  to  them,  or 
whether  he  acts  upon  a  certain  pubUc  system,  which  often 
supersedes  private  conviction,  I  know  not;  but  certain  it 
is,  that  in  a  conversation  with  him  at  Gehol,  when  I  men* 
tioned  to  him  some  recent  inventions  of  European  ibgenuity, 
particularly  that  of  the  air-balloon,  and  that  I  had  taken 
care  to  provide  one  at  Pekin,  with  a  person  to  go  up  in  it, 
he  not  only  discouraged  that  experiment,  but  most  of  the 
odiers  which,  from  a  perusal  of  all  tlie  printed  accounts  of 
this  country,  we  had  calculated  and  prepared  for  the  meri- 
dian of  Cliina.  Whatever  taste  the  emperor  Cam'hi  might  have 
shown  for  the  sciences,  as  related  by  the  Jesuits  in  his  day, 
his  successors  have  not  inherited  it  with  his  other  great  quali- 
ties and  possessions ;  for  it  would  now  seem  that  the  policy 
and  vanity  of  the  court  equally  concurred  in  endeavoring  to 
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keep  out  of  sight  whatever  can  manifest  our  pre-eminence, 
which  they  undoubtedly  feel,  but  have  not  as  yet  learned 
to  make  tiie  proper  use  of.  It  is,  however,  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt arresting  the  progress  of  human  knowledge.  The 
human  mind  is  of  a  soaring  nature,  and  having  once  gained 
the  lower  steps  of  the  ascent,  struggles  incessantly  against 
every  difficulty  to  reach  the  hi^iest.  Whatever  ought  to  be 
will  be ;  the  resistance  of  adamant  is  insufficient  to  defeat 
the  insinuation  of  a  fibre  ;  time  is  the  great  wonder-worker 
of  our  world ;  the  exterminator  of  prejudice,  and  the  touch- 
stone of  truth  ;  it  is  endless  to  oppose  it ;  power  becomes 
enervate,  and  eflbrt  ridiculous  :  the  tyranny  or  spectre  of  a 
state  may  stalk  abroad  in  all  ils  terrors,  and  for  a  while  may 
loice  a  base  curri^ncy  on  the  timorous  multitude  ;  but  in 
spite  of  those  terrors  there  is  always  a  certam  counteraction 
fearlessly  working  in  the  iiunt  of  common  sense,  industriously 
refining  tlic  ore,  and  imperceptibly  issuing  or  emitting  a 
standard  metal,  whose  intiinsic  value  soon  degrades  and 
baffles  every  artifice  of  impure  coinage.  I  am  indeed  very 
much  mistaken,  if  all  the  authority  and  all  the  address  of 
the  Tartar  government  will  be  able  much  longer  to  stifle  the 
energies  of  their  Chinese  subjects.  Scarcely  a  year  now 
passes  without  an  insurreetinn  in  some  of  the  provinces.  It 
is  true,  they  are  usually  soon  sujjpressed  ;  but  their  frequency 
is  a  strong  syraptoHj  of  the  fever  within.  The  paroxysm  is 
repelled ;  but  tlie  disease  is  not  cured. 

Thursday,  December  5th.  The  sun  shines  out  this  morn- 
ing which,  aft^  so  long  an  absence,  is  a  very  welcome  and 
chearful  appeaiance.   High  hills  rise  on  each  side  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


366  JOURNAL  OF  AN  EMBASSY 

river,  planted  and  cultivated  with  trees  and  graio  on  terraces, 
and  embellished  mth  small  neat  villages,  perched  on 
ledges  of  rook,  wherever  the  projection  could  sustain  a 
sttpeiBtructure. 

Stopped  tliis  evening  at  Kian-chou-fouy  a  large  walled  city 
of  the  first  order.  On  our  arrival  before  the  town  we  had  a 
profusion  of  military  honors ;  I  may  here  remark,  once  for 
all,  that  trt  every  place  on  the  way  where  troops  were 
stationed,  they  always  turned  out  for  us,  unfurled  their 
colors,  sounded  their  music,  and  saluted  with  three  guns, 
which  number  is  never  exceeded  on  such  occasions,  'lliey 
also  frequently  sent  us  little  presents  of  fruit  and  other  re- 
freslmients. 

Friday,  December  6th.  A  fine  sunshiny  day  again.  'NVc 
now  observe  vast  plantations  of  sugar-canes  (ripe  and  fit  for 
cutting)  on  the  flats  at  each  side  above  the  river,  which  here 
sinks  twenty  feet  below  tlic  suiface  of  the  country.  'Hie 
water  is  however  easily  raised  to  the  level  required  by  a 
wheel  which  the  current  gives  motion  to.  'I'lie  nave  is  m^de 
of  strong  timber ;  but  the  other  parts,  the  follies,  the  spokes, 
the  scoops,  &c.  are  ctiiefly  of  light  l)anib()().  As  this  ma- 
chine appeared  to  me  equally  simple  ami  efitcient,  I  de- 
sired  a  model  and  a  drawing  to  be  made  from  it ;  our  latitude 
at  noon  26°  north. 

Saturday,  December  7th.  So  shallow  was  Ihc  river  to- 
day in  many  places,  that  our  yachts  were  actually  forced 
along  the  bottom  by  mere  corporal  exertion.   Tliey  draw 
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from  ten  to  twelve  inches,  and  tlie  depth  of  the  water,  where 
I  measured  it,  was  not  eicvcD. 

We  are  now  obhgcd  to  change  Ujem,  and  to-morrow  shall 
proceed  in  smallei:  ones. 

Sunday,  December  8lh.  The  distant  prospect  is  moun- 
tainous; but  all  tlie  level  ground  is  covered  with  sugar 
canes.  The  thermometer  at  68°.  The  weather  very 
pleasant 

Monday,  December  9th.  Tlic  weatlicr  is  stiii  delightful ; 
but  the  country  more  barren  than  any  Mre  have  observed  in 
our  progress.  .  In  this  province  tiic  women  of  the  lower  sort, 
whom  we  saw,  have  their  feet  generally  of  the  natural  siae* 
and  go  without  shoes  or  other  covering  of  that  sort ;  they 
are  mostly  ill  favored  and,  except  by  wearing  their  hair  and 
having  lings  in  their  ears,  are  scarcely  distinguishable  from 
their  husbands.  They  are  so  strong  and  accustomed  hi  labor 
that,  it  is  said,  many  Chinese  come  into  Kiang'tt  from  the 
other  provinces  to  improve  their  fortunes  by  marrying  what 
they  can  a  working  wife. 

At  nine  P.M.  we  arrived  at  th»  place  (Nathgan^/ou)  ; 

here  the  viceroy  shewed  me  a  paper  or  edict  from  the 

amperoir  addressed  to  him,  of  which  I  am  to  have  a  copy  i 

as  it  was  explained  to  me,  it  seems  conceived  in  very  ftiendly 

terms,  saying,  that  if  the  king  should  send  a  minister  agpin 

to  China  he  would  be  well  received ;  but  in  such  case,  it 

is  desired  that  he  should  come  to  Canton,  which  implies  a 
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sort  of  disapprobation  of  our  having  gone  up  the  gulph  of 
Fc-che-li ;  nevertheless  I  would  not  for  any  comnderation 
that  we  had  not,  as  by  these  means  we  are  now  masters  of 
the  geography  of  the  north-cast  coasts  of  China,  and  have 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Yellow  Sea,  which  was  never 
before  navigated  by  European  ships. 

The  viceroy  told  me,  that  he  had  sent  my  letters  to  Can- 
ton at  the  tame  I  delivered  them  to.him  ;  he  had  not  yet  rc- 
mved  any  news  from  thence  about  the  Lion,  which  makes 
me  very  apprehensive  that  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  may  be  gone 
away. 

Tuesday,  December  10th.  This  morning  we  set  out  by 
land  from  Nan-gan-foUf  which  is  a  large  walled  city,  situ- 
ated on  the  side  of  a  steep  hiil  rising  abruptly  fimn  the  left 
shore  of  the  livcr.  We  travelled  iu  the  same  manner  as  in 
our  former  expedition,  some  in  palankeens  and  some  on 
horseback,  according  to  the  conveyance  they  hked  best. 

From  Nan-gan^fou  to  You-cban,  where  we  stopped  to  dio^ 
are  hiteen  miles,  through  a  romantic  Alpine  country,  and 
over  a  mountain  that  divides  the  provinces  of  Kiang-n  and 
Quan-tong.  This  mountain  is,  I  believe,  one  of  the  highest 
in  China,  being  the  source  of  two  rivers  which  run  into 
the  sea  in  opposite  directions,  one  discharging  itself  to  the 
north-east,  and  another  to  the  south-ivcst.  By  making  a 
considemblc  detour  wc  might  ha\  e  ;i\ oiflcd  it  ;  but  the  in- 
dustry of  the  Chinrse  has  rendered  any  deviation  unnecessary 
by  cutting  a  safe  and  commodious  horse  road  over  it  in  a 
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gentle  zig-zag  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.    There  is  then  a 
regular  inclined  plane  of  cighLLiui  miles  to  this  j)l!ice  (Nan- 
ckou-Jou)  forming  one  of  tlic  richest  countries  in  the  world, 
entirely  covered  with  rice  on  terraces:  a  ^rain  wliich,  llion^li 
not  approved  of  by  some,  I  believe  to  be  a  very  strong  and 
wholesome  t!LK>d.    'Hie  common  j)eople,  wlio  hve  rhiefly  upon 
it,  and  w  h^)  have  but  a  spare  allowance,  are  extremely  vigorous, 
hardy,  and  ehearful ;  four  of  them  carryinu;  my  palunkeen 
without  elfort,  and  stepping  under  it  Avith  agilit}'.    In  our 
navigations  from  Ilan-chon-fon,  the  boatmen  were  usually 
wet  up  to  their  knees  twenty  times  in  a  day,  and  sometimes 
almost  the  Avliole  day,  dragging  our  yachts  along,  and  often- 
actually  lifting  ihcm  by  mere  bodily  force  over  the  shallows 
that  occurred  so  often  in  tlie  course  of  the  rivers,  which 
we  travelled  upon.    1  have  seen  two  Chinese  raise  nearly  a 
ton  weight  between  them,  and  pass  it  from  one  vessel  to 
another.    I  doubl  whether  the  labor  of  a  negro  in  our  West 
Indies  be  near  so  constant,  harassing,  toilsome,  or  con- 
suming as  that  of  the  Chinese  boatmen.   They  seem  to  work 
night  and  day  with  very  little  intermission  ;  and  o  ery  exer- 
tion they  make  is  accompanied  by  such  vocal  efforts,  such  a 
screaming  sympliony,  as  would  alone  exliaust  an  European 
more  than  any  manual  employment. 

The  whole  distance  from  Nan-gafig-fou  to  "Snn-choii-fou  is 
about  twenty-four  miles,  and  we  performed  the  journey  in 
nine  hours,  the  time  of  baiting  included.  The  horses  on  this 
road  arc  rcmarkably  small;  but  hardy  and  nimble.  'J'hey 
have  not  handsome  tbrchands,  but  arc  otherwise  well  shaped, 
with  limbs  as  clean  and  slender  as  those  of  a  stag.   To  the 
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soqthwaid  of  NathekffU'fou  the  people  seem  less  civilised 
tliaQ  on  the  other  side  of  the  inotmtain. 

Wednesday,  December  Xlth.  Tlte  city  of  Nan-ehou-fm 
n  very  extensive  and  wonderfully  populous.  We  were  up. 
wards  of  an  hour  in  passing  from  our  entrance  at  the  first 
gate  to  our  quarters,  which  were  in  » spacious  public  edifice, 
with  a  large  hall  in  the  centre  of  it,  where  the  provincial 
candidates  for  literary  degrees  (which  alone  qualify  for  civil 
offices  in  China)  are  examined  and  received.  Here  most  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  embassy  slept ;  but  as  my  yacht  was 
ready  prepared,  I  preferred  settling  myself  in  it  at  once. 
The  towns  we  have  seen,  since  our  leaving  Tong-siou,  gene- 
rally resemble  one  another.  Tlie  streets  long,  straight,  and 
narrow  ;  the  houses  dark  and  dismal,  most  of  them  shops, 
populous  and  busy. 

This  day  v.c  left  Nan-diuu-fon,  and  proceeded  on  our 
voyage.  A  httle  below  the  place  of  our  embarking,  we 
passed  under  a  bridge  of  three  luuKhed  yards  long,  built  with 
stone  piers,  over  whieh  are  laid  great  balivs  and  beams  of 
rough  timber,  and  tiieu  a  tloor  of  planks. 

The  river  below  the  bridge  is  v(>ry  shallow,  and  the  nrivrga- 
tion  becomes  every  day  more  (iitiicult;  for  the  banks  are  of 
a  loose  sand,  which  the  least  suelhiiij^  of  ihf  waters  \vaslu-s 
into  the  channel  and  forms  into  s])its  and  ridges,  Avhieh 
scarcely  any  indn«<try  can  n  inovc.  Our  present  boats  are 
therefore  small ;  but  we  are  to  change  into  larger  at  CAafo- 
chou'/ou  where  Uie  river  begins  to  deepen.   l*Vom  ^ianrckoU" 
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fou  the  passage  to  Canton  is  usually  made  in  seven  or  eight 
clays ;  but  we  shall  probably  be  longer,  in  order  to  give  time 
to  the  viceroy  to  get  there  a  little  before  us,  to  prepare  for 
our  reception.  He  bos  beeix  constantly  witli  us  till  now, 
ever  since  we  left  llan-chon-fou.  Wlicii  he  tof)k  leave  of 
us  to-day,  he  told  us  that  he  had  written  to  the  emperor  in 
such  tcmis  upon  our  sul)icct,  that  ho  uas  persuaded  we 
should  leave  C'hina  not  only  without  dissatibfaction  hut 
with  essential  proofs  of  the  emperor's  favor.  [  said  that  his 
imlulgence  to  liie  kuiLi  niy  master's  subjects  at  Cant(»a  would 
bo  the  most  essential  and  acceptable  favors  he  could  possibly 
confer  upou  uie,  I  have  now  good  reason  to  know  that  Fan- 
ta-sin  and  ('/lou-ta-giji  have  sincerely  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote our  interests.  The  viceroy  appears  to  have  much  con- 
fidence in  them,  and  to  treat  them  with  great  respect  and 
regard. 

Thursday,  December  12th.  The  weather  to-day  is  very 
fine  and  cool;  the  river  still  shallow;  the  country  sandyi 
barren,  and  wild.  \Vc  expect  to  reach  Chaa-cbou-fou  to- 
morrow at  noon. 

r<ni-fa-g}n^  who  is  an  old  soldier,  and  ut  high  reputation 
in  his  piofrssion,  told  me  that  jje  calculated  the  military 
force  of  China  to  Ije  equal  to  one  million  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  and  on  my  dcse  questioning  him,  said  be  would 
give  me  a  statement  of  it  in  writing,  in  like  manner  C/um- 
ta-gin,  who  is  a  ci\  tl  officer,  and  has  been  governor  of  seve- 
ral extensive  districts,  estimated  the  population  of  the  em- 
pire at  above  three  hundred  and  thirty  millions,  and  the 
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annual  revenue  at  fifty  to  sixty  millions  sterling,  of  which, 
after  pajriog  the  civil  and  military  expenses,  near  ten  mil- 
lions came  nett  iuto  the  emperors  coffers.   He  affirmed* 
that  »!irrc  could  be  no  question  of  the  accuracy  of  his  account, 
as  he  had  received  il  from  the  heads  of  office  at  Pckrn,  who 
wore  his  particular  iirieuds ;  and  he  added,  that  if  I  hatl  any 
«   doubts  he  would  give  me  a  copy  of  it.   How  far  the  iaforni- 
ation  of  these  gentlemen  may  be  exact,  or  approaching  to 
truth  (for  ii  is  natural  to  amplify  upon  such  subjects)  may  be 
conjectured  with  more  probability,  when  I  peruse  the  de- 
tails which  they  have  promised  me^  and  compared  them  with 
other  documents  ;  but  groat  allowances  must  be  made  for  the 
particular  light  in  whic  li  tin  y  see  things^  and  the  manner  in 
which  the}'  consider  them,  both  perhaps  very  different  from 
our  ideas  relative  to  similar  objects.    I  suspect,  indeed,  from 
'what  dropped  in  the  conversation,  that  Van-ta-gmf  in  his 
computation  of  the  army,  reckons  the  Tartar  banners ;  and 
that  Chou^ta-giity  in  his  statement  of  the  population  of  the 
empire,  comprehends  the  old  Mantchou  dominions  of  the 
reignin2:  family,  and  the  new  conquests  in  West  Tartary ;  and 
that  under  the  head  of  revenue,  he  includes  without  discri- 
mination whatever  is  levied  upon  the  subject.     Now  it"  I 
-were  asked  the  amount  of  the  revenue  oi'  Great  l^ritain,  I 
should  naturally  answer  otl"  hand,  sixteen  or  seventeen  mil- 
lions, without  thinking  of  Ireland,  of  India,  of  titlics,  poors 
rates,  roads,  turnpikes,  canals,  or  parish  assessments,  whidi 
amount  to  a  prodigious  sum ;  but,  though  levied  on  the 
people,  and  felt  as  severely  as  any  other  taxes,  do  not  enter 
into  the  king's  treasury.    Neither  would  I  have  reckoned  on 
tl^e  tnthtary  establishment,  tlie  troops  in  Ireland,  nor  die 
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Coinpan^''8  army  In  India,  because  not  paid  by,  nor  accounted' 
for  tOf  the  British  pariianient»  although  certainly  on  a  great 
view  of  our  empire  all  these  things,  which  I  should  have 
omitted,  ought  properly  to  be  included.  But  when  it  ]i 
considered  that  China,  exclusive  of  the  emperor^s  Tartar 
dominions,  is  about  eight  times  as  big  as  France,  infinitely 
more  populous  in  comparison  to  its  extent,  for  bett^  cultt* 
vated,  and  receiving  annually  for  ages  a  great  commercial 
balance  in  its  favor,  it  is  possible  that  my  friends  may  not 
.  be  guilty  of  so  much  exaggeration,  as  one  at  first  sight 
would  imagine. 

Friday,  December  13th.  Arrived  before  Chao-chou  fou 
at  one  o'clock  A.  M.  Our  course  this  morning  M  as  through  a 
pleasant,  romantic,  but  barren  country.  The  river  grows 
gradually  wider  and  deeper,  the  mountains  on  each  side  are 
composed  of  a  dark  colored  stone,  in  regular  strata  ol'  eight 
to  ten  feet  thick.  Here  and  there  are  a  few  stunted  fir-trees ; 
but  I  saw  nothing  like  timber.  The  lesser  hills  are  either 
burial  grounds,  or  military  stations,  with  signal  houses  erected 
.on  thejn.  From  Chafhehou-fou  which  is  a  large  city,  we 
fell  down  the  river  about  four  or  five  hundred  yards  to  a"  sort 
of  suburb  or  village  on  the  opposite  bank,  where  we  quitted 
our  smaller  yachts,  and  went  into  the  larger  ones  that  were 
prepared  for  us.  It  is  observable,  that  tlie  rewlesvous  for 
boats  and  travellers  is  usually  without  the  walls  of  the  cities, 
so  that  the  interior,  where  ^he  prisons,  granaries,  and  public 
oiBces  are  kept,  is  preaervcMl  free  from  the  noise,  bustle,  and 
turbulence  which  must  necessarily  prevail  wl^sre  there  is  a 
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]K  r{)ctiial  roncoune  of  waternttti,  who  are  oommonly  mom 
disorderly  Ihao  tlie  other  clataes  of  the  people. 

Saturday,  December  14tb.  Proceeded  to-day  from  Ohao- 
chou'fouf  and  came  to  this  place  (Quan-ymig*gan);  here  we 
mean  to  pass  the  night,  that  in  the  morning  we  may  have  an 
oppcrtunity  of  visiting  the  neighboring  HIao  or  temple  of 
Pusa,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a  near  relation  of  Fo,  and 
js  much  in  vogue  among  the  devotees  of  this  province. 

Sunday,  December  15tli.  My  curiosity  having  been  much 
excited  by  tlie  accounts  which  I  had  heard  of  the  temple  of 
FusBf  I  rose  at  an  early  hour  and  embarked  in  a  small  shal- 
lop, in  order  to  avoid  interruption  or  incumbmoce.  The 
nioniing  was  remarkably  fine,  the  sun  rose  with  uncommon 
brilliancy,  and  the  whole  face  of  nature  was  lighted  up  with 
cheerfulness  and  beauty.  Before  we  had  proceeded  many 
hundred  yards  wc  were  attracted  to  the  left  by  an  arm  of  the 
river,  which,  aHer  stretching  considerably  from  the  main 
stream,  had  bent  and  elbowed  itself  into  a  deep  cove  or 
bason,  above  which  enormous  masses  of  rocks  rose  abruptly 
o'n  every  side,  j»22:lonicrnting  to  a  stupcndoue-  height  and 
menacing  collision.  The  included  flood  M'as  motionless, 
silent,  sullen,  black.  The  led^  whore  wc  landed  was  st> 
narrow  that  we  could  not  stand  upon  it  without  difficulty, 
%ve  were  hemmed  round  with  danger.  The  n^ountnins  frowned 
on  us  from  on  high ;  the  precipices  startled  us  from  beneath. 
Our  only  safety  seemed  cwn  in  the  jaws  of  a  cavern  that 

3*awEted  in  our  front.   We  plunged  into  it  without  hcsitatingt 
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and,  for  a  luoment,  ft-ll  the  jo^'s  of  a  siuUlen  escape :  but 
our  tenors  returned  wlirn  wc  surveyed  our  asylum.  Me 
found  o\uselves  at  the  boltoui  of  a  slair-pasc  hewn  in  tin? 
rock,  long,  narrow,  steep,  and  ru2:gcd.  At  a  distance  a 
feeble  tTper  glimmered  from  above,  and  faintly  disco\  cred 
to  us  the  secrets  oi"  the  vault.  M'e,  however,  looked  for- 
ward to  it  as  our  j)olc  star;  we  scrambled  up  the  steps,  anrl 
whh  much  trouble  and  f;ili;aie  arrived  at  the  landing  place. 
Here  au  ancii'Ut,  bald-headed  l^onze  issued  ironi  his  den, 
and  offered  himself  as  our  conductor  through  this  subterra- 
ncous  labyrinth.  The  first  place  he  led  us  to  was  the  uraiid 
hall,  or  refectory  of  the  convent.  It  is  an  excavation  form- 
ing nearly  a  cube  of  twenty-five  feet,  through  one  face  of 
■which  is  a  considerable  opening  that  looks  over  the  water, 
and  is  barricadocd  with  a  rail.  This  apartment  is  well  fur- 
jiislit  d  in  the  taste  of  the  country,  with  tables  and  chairs 
highly  \  iii  iusiied,  and  with  many  gauze  and  paper  lanthoms 
of  various  colors,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  suspended  a 
glass  lanthom  of  prodigious  size  made  in  London,  the  offer- 
ing of  an  opulent  Chinese  bigot  at  Canton.  From  hence  we 
mounted  by  an  ascent  of  m;iny  difllcult  steps  to  the  tenif)lc 
iuscil,  which  is  directly  over  the  iiuii,  but  of  much  greater 
extent.  Here  the  god,  Pusa,  is  displayed  in  all  his  glory, 
a  gigantic  image  wilh  a  Saracen  face,  grinning  jiorril>ly  from 
a  double  row  of  giitled  fangs,  a  crown  upon  his  head,  a  naked 
ri meter  in  one  hand,  and  a  fii-c-brand  in  the  other.  But 
how  little,  alas  !  is  celestial  or  subhinarv  fame  ;  I  could  learn 
very  few  particidius  of  this  colossal  divinity.  Even  the 
Bonzes,  who  live  by  his  worshl]^,  sc  arcely  knew  any  thing  of 
his  history.    From  the  attributes  he  is  armed  with,  I  suppose 
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he  was  some  great  Tartar  prince  or  commander  of  antiquity, 
and  if  he  bore  any  resemblance  to  his  representative,  he 

must  have  been  a  most  formidable  warrior  and,  probably, 
little  inferior  in  bis  day  to  the  king  of  Russia  or  prince 
Ferdinand  in  our  own.  A  magnificent  altar  was  dressed  out 
at  his  feet,  with  lamps,  lanthoms,  candles  and  candle- 
sticks,  censers  and  perfumes,  strongly  resembling  the  deco- 
rations of  a  Romish  chapel,  and  on  the  walls  were  hung  nume- 
rous tablets  inscribed  in  large  characters,  with  moral  sen- 
tences and  exhortations  to  pious  alms  and  religion. 

Opposite  to  the  image  is  a  wide  breach  in  the  wall,  down 
from  which  the  perpendicular  view  requires  the  firmest  nerves 
and  the  sleiuliest  head  to  resist  its  impression.    The  con- 
vulsed rocks  alx)ve  shooting  their  tottering  shadows  into  the 
distant  light,  the  slumbeiini!;  abyss  below,  the  superstitious 
gloom  br(Kxling  upon  tiie  whole,  all  conspired  to  strike  the 
mind  with  accumulated  horror  and  the  most  terrifying  images. 
Vrom  the  chapel  we  were  led  through  several  long  and  nar- 
row galleries  to  the  rest  of  the  apartuients,  which  had  been 
aU  wrought  in  the  rock  by  invincible  labor  and  perseverance 
into  kitchens,  cells,  cellars,  and  other  recesses  of  various 
Ivinds.    The  Ijonzcs  having  now  learned  the  quality  of  their 
v  isitors  had  lighted  an  additional  number  of  torches  and 
flambeaux,  by  which  means  we  were  enabled  to  see  nil  the 
interior  of  tlie  Soutcrrain,  and  to  examine  into  the  nature  of 
its  inhabitants,  and  their  manner  of  living  in  it.    Here  we 
IjcIkIc]  a  number  of  our  fellow  creatures,  endowed  with  fncul- 
tifs  like  our  own,  f'"  some  breasts  once  pregnant  with  celestial 
Jire^')  buried  under  a  mountain,  and  chained  to  a  rock,  to 
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be  incessantly  gnaved  bj  tihe  Tultttres  of  nipentitaon  and' 
fiuiaticism.  Their  conditioQ  appeared  to  us  to  be  the  last 
stage  of  monastic  misery,  the  lowest  degradation  of  humanitj. 
The  aspiring  thoughts  and  elegant  desires,  the  promethean 
heat,  the  nobler  eneigies  of  the  soul,  the  native  dignity  of 
man,  all  sunk,  rotting,  or  extinguished  in  a  hopelesi  dungeon 
of  religious  insanity.  \From  such  scenes  the  offended  eye 
turns  away  with  pity  and  disdain,  and  looks  with  impatience 
for  a  ray  of  relief  from  the  li^^t  of  reason  and  philosophy. 

At  my  departure,  I  left  among  this  wretched  community 
a  small  donation,  which  was,  however,  so  far  above  their 
expectations,  that  I  think  it  not  unlikely  tliey  will  insert  a 
new  clause  in  their  litany,  and  heartily  pray' that  the  Chinese 
govmiment  may  adopt  a  more  liberal  policy,  and  open  the 
country  to  the  free  inspection  and  curiosity  of  English 
tiaveiUn.* 

*  Upon  lateff  leading  thia  aeooiut  of  tlie  temple  of  Piuo  to  one  or  two  gentle- 

men  who  had  visited  it  as  well  as  myself,  I  find  that  though  they  ptfrfeflly  agree  in 
their  recollection  of  all  the  principal  fenturr<;  of  the  phrr,  they  think  then-,  rntl'icr 
licightened  and  surcharged.  This  i  think  it  uir  to  take  notice  of,  but  at  the 
tame  time  I  mint  ad^  dnt  I  wmte  liie  dMve  deacriptioa  immediatelf  on  mj  tc- 
turning  to  my  yacht,  meiclf  for  die  pinrpow  akSi^  taj  recolleetiQyi,  and  cer- 
tainly without  any  intention  of  imposing  upon  myself,  or  upon  others. 

Scarcely  any  two  travellers,  however,  ace  the  same  objects  in  the  same  light, 
or  remember  them  with  the  nme  aeemacjr.  What  ia  involved  in  darlmeaa  to  the 
optics  of  one  man,  is  often  isnyed  in  the  brighter  colors  to  those  of 

.mother. 

An  impression  vanishes  or  endoreSi  according  to  the  material  that  receives  it. 
I  have  therefore  often  thought  what  amusement  and  instntetion  n^ght  he  derived 
from  a  perusal  of  the  jonmali  kept  (if  inch  have  heen  kept)  by  the  different  penana 
belonging  to  •^\Y  embasB^.   Eicn  the  memorandtuni  of  a  FalHdt  C6aaifov  might 

be  of  some  vaiue. 
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I  remember  to  have  leea  in  Portugal,  near  Cape  Roxent^ 
a  Franciscan  monastery,  that  this  temple  of  Puso  put  me  a 
good  deal  in  roind  of.  I  mean  what  is  usuallj  called  the  Cork 
Convent,  which  is  an  excavation  of  considerable  extent  under 
a  hill,  divided  into  a  great  number  of  cells,  and  fitted  up 
with  a  church,  sacristy,  refectoty,  and  every  requisite  apart- 
ment for  the  accommodation  *of  the  miserable  cordeliers  who 
burrow  in  it.  The  inside  is  entirely  lined  with  cork ;  the  walls, 
the  roofs,  the  floors  are  covered  with  cork ;  the  tables,  seats, 
chairs,  beds,  couches,  the  furniture  of  the  chapel,  the  cruci-  . 
fixes,  and  every  other  implement,  all  made  of  cork.  The 
place  was  certainly  dismal  and  comfortless  to  a  great  de- 
gree; but  it  wanted  the  gigantic  form,  the  grim  features, 
the  terrific  aspect  which  distinguish  the  temple  of  Piiso, 

In  travelling  through  this  country,  whenever  I  meet  with 
any  thing  singular  or  extraordinary,  I  usually  endeavor  to 
recollect  whether  I  have  seen  any  thing  analagons  to  it  else- 
where. By  comparing  such  olgects  together,  and  attentively 
marking  their  similitude  and  difierenoe^  a  common  origjun 
of  principles,  customs,  and  manners  may  sometimes  be 
traced  and  duoovered  in  nations  the  most  remote  from  each 
other. 

Monday,  December  l6th.  The  river  now  flows  between 

two  rows  of  high,  steep,  green  hUls,  broad,  smooth,  and  deep. 

On  tlic  side  of  one  of  these  hills  I  observed  a  black  patch 

of  very  consiflrrahlc  extent,  inclosed  within  a  pale,  and 

found,  (ipuii  a  ucarei-  approach,  that  it  was  a  great  mass  of 

coal  emerging  above  the  surface;  and,  I  understand)  that 
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all  this  part  of  the  country  abounds  with  that  sulkstance, 
although  very  little  ose  is  made  of  it  ftiy  the  Chinese. 

The  weather  for  these  two  days  past  has  been  very  sharp, 
with  a  clear,  frosty  air.  The  thermometer  at  50*  this  room- 
iog,  and  at  63^  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

We  stopped  at  Tckm^ant  and  Van^a^gm  and  Chm't^ 
gin  passed  the  whole  evening  with  me. 

Having  observed  many  barren  spots  and  wild  mouDtains 
at  different  distances,  in  the  course  of  our  journey  from  Pekin, 
and  particularly  in  this  neighborhood,  I  took  occasion  to 
ask  them  some  questions  on  the  subject,  and  I  learned  from 
them  that  all  uncultivated  or  desert  lands  are  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  sovereign  ;  but  any  person,  on  giving  notice  of 
hb  intention  to  the  nearest  magistrate,  may  cultivate  them 
If  he  chuses  it,  and  thereby  acquire  the  property  of  them ; 
for  there  is  no  such  thing  in  China  as  a  waste  or  common, 
depending  upon  a  manor  or  lordship,  for  the  purpose  of 
feeling  the  game  or  the  vanity  of  an  ideal  paramount.  But, 
in  truth,  I  believe  there  is  scarcely  an  acre  of  cultivable 
land  in  China,  that  is  not  cultivated.  Although  a  general 
resemblance  runs  through  the  whole  nation,  as  viewed  in  the 
gross,  yet  almost  every  province  has  its  Awn  particular  mode 
of  husbandry,  and  varies  also  from  the  rest  in  many  other 
points,  llie  boats  of  the  different  rivers  are  all  of  a  diffcrcnt 
built,  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  stream.  We  have  sailed 
in  five  or  six  of  perfectly  distinct  constructions  between  jf  o«^- 
^ioK  and  thib  place.  '• 
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Van-ta-gin  and  Chou-ta-gin  gave  me  the  following  particu- 
lars of  the  emperor  s  usual  course  of  life,  when  not  engaged 
in  bunting,  or  in  other  excursions. 

He  rises  at  3  o'clock  A.  M.  and  then  goes  to  his  private 
pagoda  to  worship  Fo.  He  then  reads  the  dispatches  of  the 
different  officers,  who,  from  their  stations,  are  prrniitted  to 
write  to  hiui  directly.  At  seven  o'clock  A.  M.  he  breakfasts, 
after  ^vhich  he  amuses  himself  about  iiis  palace  and  gardens 
with  bis  women  and  eunuclis. 

He  then  sends  for  the  first  colao,  or  chief  minister,  with 
whom  he  transacts  the  current  business,  and  then  has  a  kind 
of  lev^e,  which  is  attended  by  all  the  calaos  and  great 
Mandarines,  who  have  the  tntrles.  He  dines  usually  at  three 
o'clock  P.  M.  and  then  poe^s  to  the  theatre^  or  otiier  diversion 
of  the  day,  after  which  he  retires  and  amuses  hiuiself  with 
reading  till  bed  time,  the  hour  of  which  is  never  later  than 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening.  A  principal  eunuch  is  alwajrs 
in  waiting  during  the  night,  in  order  to  conduct  to  him  any 
of  the  ladies  whom  he  chuses  to  call  for. 

The  female  establishment  is  one  empress,  now  dead.  Two 
queens  of  the  first  rank.  Six  queens  of  the  second  rank*  one 
hundred  concubines.  . 

He  has  sons  ^by  the  late  empress,  and  has  others  by  his 
queens  and  concubines,  also  several  daughters,  who  are  mar- 
ried to  Tartar  Princes  and  other  Tartars  of  distinction}  but 
none  of  them  to  Chinese.   He  is  a  man  of  great  parts*  leam- 
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ing,  and  application:  religious  imd  charitable,  aflbble  and 
affectioned  to  his  subjects ;  vindictive  aixi  lelenttess  to  his 
eDeroies ;  much  elated  with  bi$  greatness  and  jirosperity,  and 
impatient  of  the  slightest  reverse  or  mischance ;  jealous  of 
his  power,  suspicious  of  his  ministers,  and  when  angry  not 
easily  appeased.  He  has  never  admitted  any  of  his  sons  to 
the  smallest  share  of  confidence  or  authority,  althongh  some 
of  them  are  upii^ards  of  forty  years  old :  nor  is  it  knovm  or 
presumed  w  hom  he  intends  for  his  successor.  Min^ul^ife^  his 
eldest  grandson,  is  a  man  of  capacity,  has  been  employed  in 
a&irs,  and  is  supposed  to  be  mucb  in  his  favor. 

Some  years  since  the  emperor  had  pretended  'that  he  was 
weary  of  his  throne,  and  fixed  a  time  for  his  retiring  from  it, 
-  but  as  the  period  approached,  he  began  to  think  it  better 
to  defer  his  resignation  to  a  more  distant  day.  At  present  it 
stands  for  1796  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  it  will  then 
take  place.  He  is  naturally  of  a  healthy  constitution,  and  of 
great  bodily  strength  and,  tliough  upwards  of  d^ty-three  years 
old,  is  as  yet  but  little  afiHicted  with  the  infirmities  of  age. 
These  particulars,  relative  to  this  great  personage,  T  have  set 
down  as  I  received  them  from  my  two  friends,  who  have 
given  them  to  me,  I  am  persuaded,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  opinion.  From  their  rank  and  situation 
they  have  certainly  had  good  opportunities  of  obtaining  intel- 
ligence and  of  forming  their  Judgments. 

Tuesday,  December  17th.  The  river  now  grows  very  broad 
and  meets  the  tide  here^  being  thirty  miles  above  Canton. 
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The  JtitniM  cm  each  aide  are  at  seven  or  eight  milei 
dittanee, 

We  stopped  at  San-chou-hien^  where  the  state  yachts  were 
in  waiting  to  convey  us  to  Canton,  but  as  the  Ticeioy's 
preparations  for  our  reception  arc  not  yet  quite  com- 
pleted, 1  understand  that  we  shall  not  arrive  theie  till 
Thursday. 

"Wednesday,  December  18th.  Early  this  morniiiG;  we  pass- 
ed \)y  the  town  of  Fou-sanrr^  which  is  a  very  considerable  one, 
and  arrived  before  noon  at  a  garden  house  lielonging  to  tlie 
Chinese  Hong  merchants  of  Canton,  where  we  found  JMes- 
sieurs  llrownc,  Irwin,  and  Jackson,  the  company's  coniniis- 
sioners,  together  with  Mr.  Hall  the  secretary;  they  had  come 
iij)  lioni  Canton  to  meet  us,  and  had  brouglit  with  them  our 
letters  and  packets  from  Europe  which,  after  a  fifteen  months' 
absence,  were  singularly  acceptable.  By  the<c  we  have 
learned  the  st^te  of  atfaira  betwccii  CJreat  Britain  and 
I'rancc.  Jt  now  remains  to  considei"  how  far  the  motions  of 
the  embassy  arc  to  be  regulated  by  it.  The  commissioners 
inform  me,  that  my  letters  had  been  forwarded  to  Sir  Eras- 
mus Gower,  and  that  the  Lion  is  now  lying  below  the  se- 
cond bar. 

Hhby  presented  to  me  the  Hong  merchants,  who  had  come 
from  Canton  on  purpose  to  pay  thdr  respects  to  the 
embassy. 

To-iaonx>w  we  make  our  cntrj  into  Canton. 
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I  canoGt  omit  remarkii^  that,  in  the  conne  of  oar  navigft* 
tioii  from  Nan-chou-fou^  we  have  had  an  uncommon  prafu« 
sioQ  of  militarj  honors  lavisihed  upon  us  every  where,  as  we 
passed  along,  which  I  attribute  to  the  viceroy's  having  givea 
particular  directions  for  the  purpose,  as  he  preceded  us. 
As  the  Chinese  consider  the  province  of  Canton  to  be  the 
most  obnoxious  to  invasion  froin  the  sea,  the  military  posts 
in  it  are  very  numerous.  There  seemed  to  be  an  affected 
reiteration  of  salutes,  wlierever  we  appeared,  in  order,  I  pre- 
sume, to  impress  us  with  an  idea  of  the  vi^lance  and  alert- 
ness of  the  troops,  and  to  show  that  they  were  not  unpre- 
pared against  an  enemy.  Nevertheless,  as  they  are  totally 
ignorant  of  our  discipline,  cumbetwmely  doathed,  armed 
only  with  matchlocks,  bows,  and  arrows,  and  heavy  swords, 
awkward  in  the  management  of  them,  of  an  unwarlike  cha- 
racter and  disposition ;  I  imagine  they  would  make  but  a  feeble 
resistance  to  a  wdl-conducted  attack.  The  circumstance  of 
greatest  emtwrrassment  to  an  invader  would  be  their  immense 
numbers,  not  on  account  of  the  mischief  they  could  do  to 
him,  but  that  be  would  find  no  end  of  doing  mischief  to 
them.  The  slaughter  of  millions  would  scarcely  be  perceived ; 
and  unless  the  people  themselves  soon  voluntarily  submitted, 
the  victor  might  indeed  reap  tlic  vanity  of  destiucliou,  but 
not  the  glory  or  use  of  dominion. 

Tliursday,  December  1<Hh.  At  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  we 
set  out  in  the  slate  barges  for  Canton  and,  at  lialf  an  liour 
after  one,  were  landed  at  the  great  stairs  of  the  island  house, 
which  had  been  |)rei)ared  for  our  reception.  Trotn  the  stairs 
we  walked  upon  a  stage  of  fifty  or  sixty  yards  long,  covered 
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with  carpets,  till  we  reached  the  place  where  it  united  with 
the  terra  firma.    Here  we  were  received  by  tlie  viceroy,  the 
Foo-ycn  or  c;overiK)r.  the  Jiaii~jmu  or  treasurer,  and  fhe  prin- 
cipal Mandarines  of  rank  m  llii-  iicigliborhood,  all  dressed  in 
their  robes  of  ceremony.    We  were  then  conducted  into  a 
very  lart^e  apartment,  with  double  semicircular  rows  of  arm- 
chairs on  each  side.    Tlie  viceroy  and  his  assessors  took  tlicir 
stations  opposite  to  us,  and  a  conversation  began,  which 
lasted  about  an  hour.    It  chiefly  turned  upon  the  incidents 
of  our  jom-ncy  from  Pekhi,  and  the  anival  of  the  Lion, 
which  the  viceroy  requested  might  come  up  to  Wampo.  We 
then  adjourned  to  the  tiieatre,  on  wliich  a  company  of  come- 
dians (who  are  reckoned  capital  performers,  and  had  been 
ordered  down  fioni  Nankin  on  purpose)  were  prepan^d  to 
entertain  us ;  and  here  wc  found  a  most  magnificent  Chinese 
dinner  spread  out  upuu  the  tables,  and  a  display  of  the  pre- 
sents given  upon  this  occasion.   The  viceroy  conducted  the 
whole  ceremony  ^'ith  the  greatest  dignity  and  propriety,  dis- 
tinguishing us  by  the  most  pointed  marks  of  respect  and  re- 
gard, (things  quite  new  and  astonishing  to  the  Chinese  here» 
who  arc  totally  unused  to  see  foreigners  treated  with  any  at- 
tention,) and  evincing  in  every  instance  the  high  consideration 
•   \vhit'h       ctnbussy  was  held  in  by  the  government. 

Our  <piartcrs  arc  on  an  island,  opposite  to  the  English  lac- 
lory  which  is  situated  on  the  main  land  in  the  suburbs  of 
the  city  of  Canton.  The  river  that  divides  us  is  about  half  a 
-mile  broad.  These  quarters  consist  of  several  pavilions  or 
separate  buildings,  very  spacions  and  convenient,  and  some 
of  them  fitted  up  in  the  English  manner,  with  glass  windows 
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jind  fire  grates,  which  latter,  at  this  season,  although  we  are 
on  the  edge  of  the  tropic,  are  very  comfortable  pieces  of  fur- 
niture. Oni  iiabitations  are  in  the  midst  of  a  iai^  gaiden, 
adorned  witli  ponds  and  parterres,  and  with  flowers,  trees, 
and  shrubs,  curious  either  from  rarity  or  beauty.  Od  one 
side  of  lis  is  a  magnificent  miao  or  BoDze  temple,  and  on  . 
the  other  a  large  edifice,  from  the  top  of  which  is  a  verj^ 
fine  view  of  the  river  and  shipping,  the  city  and  the  country 
to  a -great  extent. 

Friday,  December  20th.  llie  theatre,  which  is  a  very  ele- 
gant building,  with  the  stage  open  to  the  garden,  being  just 
opposite  my  pavilion,  I  was  surprised  when  I  rose  this  mom* 
ing  to  see  the  comedy  already  begun,  and  the  actors  peiw 
forming  in  full  dress ;  for  it  seems  this  was  not  a  rehearsal, 
but  one  of  their  regular  formal  pieces.  I  understand  that 
whenever  the  Chinese  mean  to  entertain  their  friends  with 
particular  distinction,  an  indispensable  article  is  a  comedy,  ' 
or  rather  a  string  of  comedies,  which  are  acted  one  after  the 
other  without  intermission  for  several  hours  together.  The 
actors  now  here  have,  I  find,  received  directions  to  amuse  us 
constantly  in  this  way,  during  the  time  of  our  residence,  but  as 
soon  as  I  see  our  conductors  I  shall  endeavor  to  have  them 
relieved,  if  I  can  do  it  without  giving  ofience  to  the  taste  of 
the  nation,  or,  having  my  own  called  in  question. 

In  case  his  imperial  majesty  Kten-long  should  send  embas- 
sadors to  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  there  would  be  some- 
thing comical,  according  to  our  manners,  if  my  lord-cham* 
beriain  Salisbury  were  to  issue  an  order  to*  Messrs.  Harris 
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and  Sberidtti»  tiie  kiog's  pateateea,  to  exhibit  Messrs.  Lewis 
and  Kemble^  Mn.  Siddons  and  Miss  Ywma  during  several 
days  or  rather  nights  together,  for  the  entertainment  of  their 
Chinese  excellencies.  I  am  afraid,  th^  would  at  iirst  feel 
the  powers  of  the  great  buttresses  of  Drury-lane  and  Covent- 
garden  as  little  affiscting  to  them,  as  the  exertions  of  these 
capital  actors  from  Nankin  have  been  to  us* 

We  have  (bund  here  five  Indiamen  almost  readj  to  sail  for 
England,  viz.  the  Bombay  Castle,  the  Brunswick,  the  Mi> 
serve,  the  Chesterfield,  and  the  Bellona,  (a  Botany  Bay 
ship,)  and  this  day  news  is  come  of  the  arrival  of  the  Thur- 
low,  the  Abeigavenny,  the  Osterly,  the  Glatton,  and  the 
Ceres,  Ihnn  Manilla,  at  which  place  they  called  in  their  way 
hither.  Several  more  are  expected  iiom  England ;  caigoes 
ate  provided,  and  ready  not  only  for  all  these  but  for  two 
more.  The  two  more  however  will  not  be  wanting  this 
season,  as  the  Princess  Royal  has  been  taken  by  the  French 
in  the  Straights  of  Sunda,  and  the  destination  of  another  ex- 
pected ship  has  be^  altered  at  home. 

Saturday,  December  Slst— Sunday,  Becember  22.— 
Monday,  December  23.  These  three  days  have  been  chiefly 
taken  up  in  receiving  visits  from  the  viceroy,  the  Foo^en 
or  governor,  the  Jfou-^ou  or  treasurer,  the  Seng'pm  or 
governor  of  Ckathchou-fou,  and  several  other  great  Manda- 
rines, some  of  whom,  I  find,  are  come  from  a  considerable 
distance  to  see  us.  'Ihe  great  public  honors  and  respect  paid 
here  to  the  embassy  cannot  fail,  I  think,  to  have  a  very  good 
efleet  upon  the  people  in  favor  of  our  fectory.   In  these 

7 


TO  THE  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA.  3S7 

visiU  I  explained  cLt  length  the  dilierent  gricMuiLes  of  our 
trade ;  the  Hou-pou  u  as  averse  to  any  alterations,  and  wished 
every  thing  to  remain  as  he  founJ  it.  The  viceroy  thought 
every  reasonable  alteration  should  be  made,  and  ihcy  debated 
together  with  great  earnestness  for  a  considerable  time.  Tlie 
snbjeet  was  reiicwcd  again  and  again,  and  I  should  hope, 
from  the  viceroy's  professions  aad  assurances,  that  we  Imve 
got  the  better  of  the  Hou-pou. 

We  have  also  been  employed  in  consulting  and  settling 
with  the  commissioners,  the  destination  and  departure  of 
tLe  ships,  and  in  preparing  our  letters  for  England. 

After  irialiirely  considering  all  the  circumstances  before 
me,  reflectmg  upon  the  state  of  the  ships  now  ready  to  sail, 
and  upon  the  value  of  the  cargoes  provided  for  loading  the 
ships  lately  arrived,  and  those  still  expected  this  season 
(which  cargoes,  when  sold,  I  can  scarcely  estimate  at  less 
than  three  millions  sterling)  having  ascertameii  the  capture  of 
the  Princess  Royal  in  the  Straights  of  Sunda,  by  a  French 
force  cruising  there  ;  carefully  perused  the  letters  lately  re- 
ceived from  Batavia ;  having  no  notice  or  intelligence  of  any 
convoy  intended  to  be  sent  from  home ;  aware  of  the  present 
situation  of  Cochin-China^  both  with  respect  to  its  internal 
commotions,  and  its  pretended  dependence  on  this  empire; 
combining,  ail  tliese  things  together,  I  hare  now,  however 
painful  to  me,  been  obliged  to  dismiss  from  my  mind  many 
Mattering  ideas  which  I  had  entertained  at  the  commence- 
ment  of  my  embassy,  of  distinguishing  it  by  some  happy 
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discoveiyf  some  signal  and  briUiant  success,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  our  political  and  comniercial  inlerests  in  tlicse  distant 
parts  of  the  world.    I  have  given  «p  my  piojectcd  visit  to 
Japan  which  (though  now  less  alluring  in  prospect)  had  been 
always  with  me  a  favorite  adventure,  as  tlie  possible  oj^ening 
of  a  new  mine  for  the  exercise  of  our  industry,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  our  manufactures.    All  these  ideas  1  have  rcsinird 
at  present,  and  adopted  the  measures  which  appear  to  atlord 
the  most  probable  substantial  advantages  to  the  public.  It 
is  therefore  determined  that  the  Bombay  Castle,  tlic  nmns- 
vick,  the  Minerva,  the  Chcstcifield,  and  the  Bcllona  shall 
proceed  immediately  for  England ;  the  two  first  are  strong, 
well  armed  and  well  manned  ships,  and  Captain  IMontgo- 
mery  of  the  Bombay  Castle,  a  man  of  known  spirit,  skill, 
and  experience,  being  the  senior  officer,  is  to  command  this 
little  fleet,  and  to  conduct  it  in  the  manner  -which  be  judges 
jnost  essential  to  its  securitjr.   The  other  ships  (probably 
thirteen)  will  proceed,  when  ready,  nnder  the  convoy  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  the  Lion.    Thus  by  the  speedy  departure  of 
the  five  ships,  not  only  their  demurrage  will  be  saved  ;  but 
if  they  arrive  safe,  the  Court  nf  DirectoiS  will  be  the  earlier 
enabled  to  judge  of  their  China  resources.   By  the  Lion's 
conveying  the  remainder,  an  immense  property  uill  be 
secured  fVom  danger  in  these  seas  and,  I  trust,  reach  England, 
in  safety. 

Tuesday,  Decombrr  24th.  Our  interpreter  came  and 
mentioned  to  mo  (lie  different  persons,  who  expected  to  re- 
ceive presents  fiom  the  embassy.    I  have  desired  Mr.  Bano«r 
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to  select  and  deliver  tUem,  and  to  put  whatever  remains 
unexpended  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Browne,  according  to  the 
Company's  instructions,  and  to  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Wednesday,  December  25th.  This  day  beiiijyj  Christmas- 
day  we  all  went  over  and  dined  wiiii  tic  British  factory. 
The  Captains  of  the  l^ombay  CasMc ,  the  Brunswick,  the 
Minerva,  the  Chesterfield,  and  the  Bcllona,  took  leave  of  me^ 
My  dispatches  for  England  are  sent  on  board  the  Bombay 
Castle,  the  duplicates  on  the  Brunswick. 

Tlmrsday,  December  2Gth.*— Friday,  December  27tb.>— 
Saturda}',  Deceral>er  28th.  I  have  had  some  conversatioik 
with  the  principal  Ilong  merchants  of  this  place.  Pan-ke-qua 
u  one  of  the  principal,  a  shrewd,  sensible,  ^ly  fellow.  CAi» 
chin-qua  is  the  next  in  point  of  consequence,  but  not  inferior 
in  point  of  opulence.  The  latter  i»  a  younger  man,  and  of  a 
franker  character.  To  me  he  affected  much  regard  for  the 
English  nation,  and  decUred,  without  reserve,  his  willingness 
to  try  experiments  in  trade  with  nny  new  articles  that  OUf 
factory  might  desire.  Mr.  Irwin  and  Mr.  Jackson  were  pre* 
cent'  when  he  said  this  to  me* 

Van-ke-qm  wears  a  white  opake  button  on  his  cap,  and 
Chi-chin-qua  wears  a  crystal  one,  which  is  a  d^ree  superior 
to  Pan'ke'qua's ;  but  I  soon  learned  the  reason.  Pan-ke'qua 
is  more  prudent  and  less  ostentatious. 

Clii-chin-qua  owned  to  me,  that  he  had  also  a  blue  button  : 
but  that,  though  he  always  wears  it  at  home  in  his  own 
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mily,  he  never  appean  with  it  abroad,  lest  the  Mandarines  in 
office  should  visit  him  on  that  account,  and  make  use  of  it 
as  a  pretence  to  squeeae  presents  from  him,  naturally  su{^ 
posing  that  a  man  could  very  well  afford  them,  who  had 
given  ten  thousand  tadb  for  such  a  distinction.  These  dif* 
ferent  ranks  of  buttons  are  sold  here  to  tlie  wealthy  mer- 
chants, but  confer  no  official  authority.  When  I  say  sold, 
I  do  not  mean  that  the  government  sells  them,  but  tlie  suitor 
certainljr  buys  them  by  the  large  present^  which  he  makes  to 
the  great  men  at  this  extremity  of  the  empire,  who  have  in- 
terest enough  at  court  to  procure  them. 

I  mentioned  to  these  Hong  merchants  several  things,  which, 
from  what  I  had  observed,  were  well  adapted,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  northern  parts  of  the  empire,  and  would,  I  believe,  be  , 
acceptable  articles  at  Pekin,  but  they  seemed  to  know  as 
little  of  I'ekin  as  of  Westminster.    Not  one  of  those,  whom 
I  conversed  with,  had  ever  been  in  the  capital.  They  scarcely 
ever  stir  from  the  place  of  their  nativity,  unless  conijielled 
t»y  authority,  or  incited  by  the  strangest  motives  of  interest ; 
but  grovel  on  at  Canton  from  generation  to  generation,  very 
uniike  the  Ciiiiiese  whom  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  in  other 
places.    Tiicso  niercliants  have  no  trade  beyond  Nankin ; 
^'tnkin  is  the  great  commercial  metropohs ;  to  Nankin  they 
send  moat  of  their  Luropc  goods.    From  Nankin  they  receive 
a  considerable  part  of  the  goods  intended  for  Europe,  so  that 
the  Nankin  incichants  are,  in  fact,  the  real  masters  of  the 
Chinese  market ;  a  circumstance  which  renders  our  admission 
to  trade  directly  to  Cheu-san  and  h'iug-po  doubly  desirable, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  despaired  of.    IVe  once  /tad  it. 
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Sanday,  December  39th*  j^  Erasmus  Gower  had  brought 
the  lioQ  up  to  Wam'pot  and  from  thence  came  here  himself 
laBt  night.   He  returned  again  this  day,  and  I  went  down 
with  him  in  his  barge,  and  took  Vtm-ta-gin  along  with  us.  It 
is  about  eleven  miles  fiom  Canton,  and  we  were  three  hours 
in  the  passage;  but  it  is  afbea  made  in  less  than  two.  I 
observed  lying  there  nine  company's  ships;  three  country 
ships ;  one  English  Ostend  ship,  called  the  city  of  Genoa, 
under  Genoese  colors,  and  commanded  by  a  Captain  Snyders, 
an  Englishman,  and  three  or  fuur  Americans,  the  largest  of 
which  latter  did  not  exceed  six  hundred  tcms.   They  are 
called  by  the  Chinese  second-chop  Ijigfishmen ;  the  teas, 
which  arc  the  principal  articles  they  take,  are  of  a  very  infc- 
hor  kind,  and  are  chiefly  paid  ibrin  dollars. 

• 

The  river  of  Canton  is  quite  covered  with  boats  and  vessels 
of  various  sorts  and  sizes ;  all,  even  the  very  smallest,  con- 
stantly and  thickly  inhabited. 

The  country  is  pleasant,  flat  near  the  water,  but  rising  into 
mountains  at  ten  or  twelve  miles  distance.  Go  the  left  is 
the  village  of  IVam-poy  where  the  banksals  (temporary  huts 
built  for  tlie  accommodation  of  our  people,  and  the  reception 
of  their  stores)  are  situated.  On  the  right,  a  little  farther 
down,  are  two  islands,  coimnonly  called  French  Island  and 
Danish  Island,  which  I  particularly  showed  to  Van-ta-giriy 
(whom  I  had  brought  with  me  fortius  purpose)  and  explained 
to  him  our  wishes  to  have  leave  to  build  accommodations  for 
our  people  upon  them.  He  said  he  would  report  to  the 
viceroy  that  there  could  not  be  any  objection. 
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We  retunied  here  (to  Canton)  ia  the  erening. 

Monday,  December  SOth. — Tuesday,  December  31st., 
Xhe  accounts  which  we  had  heard  of  the  commotions  in 
Cochin-CMna  have  been  now  confirmed  to  us  by  good  autho- 
rity. We  are  informed  thai  the  king  of  Donai  (the  southern 
region)  had  attacked  the  kingof  Tonquin  or  Nangan,  as  the 
Chinese  call  the  reigning  prince,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
!Furon  bay,  which,  we  had  vbited ;  thai  the  town  of  Faifo  bad 
been  taken  and  plundered ;  that  the  king  of  Nangan  himself 
.  had  fled  to  the  northward ;  and  that  the  whole  coui^try  was 
in  the  utmost  confusion.  As  it  is  probable  that  these  trou- 
bles will  not  be  speedily  composed,  perhaps  if  a  settlement 
in  CoeMnrChina  be  tfacragbt  advisable,  a  more  favorable  sea- 
son may  not  offer.  • 

It  is  a  measure  that  with  proper  precaution  tnay^  I  believe, 
be  accomplished.  There  is  a  most  happy  spot,  a  perfect 
Oibimltar  on  the  east  point  of  Turpn  Bay,  marked  out  by 
nature  for  the  purpose. 

A  battalion  of  sepoys  and  a  company  of  pAiropean  artil- 
lery would  be  fully  sufficient  to  defend  it  nn;ainst  any  force 
that  is  ever  likely  to  be  mustered  for  attacking  it. 

Wednesday,  January  1st,  1794.  Tliis  morning  the  viceroy 
visited  me  in  great  ceremony,  and  said  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  emperor,  the  contents  of  which  he  was  ordered 
to  communicate  to  me.  It  contained,  as  usual,  a  repetition 
of  the  emperor's  satisfaction  from  the  embassy,  his  good  dis- 


TO  THE  EMPEROR  OF  CHINA.  393 

position  toM'ards  tlio  English,  and  promises  to  iYn-.m  of  liis 
future  favor  and  protection.  These  seem  to  be  expressed  in 
stronger  terms  tlian  tlie  former,  and  the  vicerov  himself  w  as 
particularly  courteous  and  caressing.  He  lokl  mo  lie  iiad 
already  issued  two  proclamations,  denouncing;  the  severest 
punishments  against  any  persons  who  sliould  attempt  to 
injure  Europeans,  or  practise  extortion  in  dealing  with  them. 
These  pro(  laiuatious  arc  publishcii,  and  it  is  hoped  will  have 
a  good  eii'ect. 

Tliis  day  being  New  Year's  day,  wcall  wcut  over  and  dined 
with  our  factory. 

Tliursday,  January  2d. — -Friday,  January  fid. — Safnrdny, 
January,  4th. — Sunday,  January,  5th. — Monday,  January  uih. 
— ^Tuesday,  January  7th.  As  none  of  the  gentlemen  of  our 
factory  had  ever  been  within  the  city  of  Canton,  except 
the  commissioners  when  they  went  to  deliver  the  chair- 
man's letter,  announcing  my  intended  emba.'jsy,  1  had  a 
strong  curiosity  to  see  it.  I  entered  it  at  the  great  water  gate, 
and  traversed  it  from  one  end  to  the  other.  It  covers  a  gre^t 
extent  of  ground  and  is  said  to  contain  a  million  of  inhabit- 
ants. This  account  may  possibly  exaggerate,  but  the  popu> 
lation  every  where  in  China  is  so  vastly  disproportionate  to 
what  we  have  been  accustomed  to  observe  in  Europe,  that 
it  is  difficult  for  us  to  determine  upon  any  rule  or  standard 
of  our  own  to  go  by  ;  I  can  therefore  only  repeat  upon  this 
point  what  I  bave  learned  from  the  best  informed  of  the  na- 
tives. The  streets  aie  narrow  and  paved  with  flag<stones,  mucl^ 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  Han-dunt-fou,  No  wheel  car« 
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riagcs  arc  admitted,  nor  diil  I  ^cc  any  horses  in  the  town,  ex- 
cept tljosc  w  hicli  niy  servants  rocK-  npon.  It  is  full  ol' shop-^ 
eind  trades,  and  ha.-.,  in  general,  a  nUjomy  appt^arance,  except 
ill  two  or  thiec  lar^c  open  squaies,  where  the  vieerov  and 
other  great  men  re&itle. 

All  the  people  seemed  verv  husily  cmployctl,  ehiefly  in 
•  innkinL^  cither  silk  boots,  or  straw  l)c)niif  ts,  in  the  \\orkinu;ot' 
metals,  and  the  labors  of  the  foige  ;  and  most  of  them  wore 
spectacles  on  their  noses.    'J'he  ualU  are  kej)t  in  s;ood  rejuiir, 
but  no  gnns  are  niouaUd  on  them.    The  ordinary  troops 
here,    instead   of  a  bkie  nnifona  and   red   hue    a^  clse- 
■whcre,  are  clothed  in  red  with  a  bhu!  lace.    I  am  intbrnicd, 
tJiat  several  persons  have  been  punished  for  petty  extortions 
practised  against  some  strangers  here,  notuithstandinn;  tin: 
late  proclamations;  but  there  are  many  other  things  that 
depend  a  good  deal  on  ourselves,  which,  I  believe,  would  be 
more  likely  to  sccnre  ns  than  proclamations  and  punishments. 
"We,  no  doubt,  labor  under  many  disjidvantages  here  at  present; 
^"t  some  of  them  we  have  it  in  our  own  power  to  remove. 
Instead  of  acting  towards  the  Chinese  at  Canton  in  the  same 
manner  that  wc  do  towards  the  natives  at  our  factories  dse- 
"where,  we  sccni  to  have  adopted  a  totally  opposite  system. 
We  keep  aloof  from  them  as  much  as  possible;  we  wear  a 
dress  as  dififerent  from  theii^s  as  can  be  fiishifmeil ;  we  are 
qiiite  ignorant  of  their  langnag('  (wliich,  I  suppose,  cannot  be 
a  very  diiBcult  one ;  for  little  George  .Staunton  has  long  since 
learned  to  s]ieak  it  and  write  it  with  great  readiness,  and 
from  that  circumstance  has  been  of  infinite  use  to  us  on  many 
occasions) ;  we  tlierefore  almost  entirely  depend  on  the  gpod 
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faith  and  good  nature  of  tlic  few  Cluucsc  whom  we  em- 
ploy, and  by  whom  \\  c  ( an  be  but  ini])crf'cclly  ui)dei;»tood 
in  the  broken  gibberiiili  wc  talk  to  thcui.    1  fancy  that  Pan- 
hi'-qiui  or  Mahomet  Soiilcni  wt)ukl  att("nij)t  tloin^  business  on 
tlie  royal  exchange  to  very  little  piupoM,  il"  they  a])[)eare(l 
there  in  king  j)(;tticoat  clotiics,   A\ith  Ijonnets  and  turbans, 
and  eould  speak  nothint^  but  Cliinesc  or  Arabic.    Now  I  am 
very  nuieh  mistaken  it,  by  a  proper  management,  we  might 
not  gradually,  an4l,  in  f5ome  tew  years,  be  al)le  to  mould  the 
China  trade  (as  we  seem  to  have  done  the  traih^.  every  where 
else)  to  the  shape  that  will  l>est  suit  us ;  but  it  w  ould  cer- 
tainly rc(piire  in  us  great  skill,  caution,  temper,  and  pcrsc- 
\cranee,  much  gr("aler  perhaps  than  it  is  reasonable  to  ex- 
pect.   I  dare  say  there  arc  many  hasty  spirits  disposed  to  go 
a  shorter  way  to  work ;  but  no  shorter  way  will  do  it.  If 
indeed  tlie  Chinese  were  provoked  to  interdict  us  their  com- 
merce j  or  do  us  any  material  injury,  we  certainly  have  the 
means  easy  enough  of  ravening  ourseh  cs ;  for  a  few  frigates 
could,  in  a  few  weeks,  destroy  all  their  coast  navigation  and 
intercourse  from  the  island  of  ffoi'-nii n  to  the  Gulph  of  Pe* 
chc-li ;  and,  if  I  were  to  indulge  the  speculations  of  an  am* 
Intious  or  vindictive  poUiician,  I  doubt  not  but  we  might 
vulnerate  them  as  sensibly  in  many  other  quarters.  We  < 
might  probably  be  able  from  Bengal  to  excite  the  most 
serious  disturbances  on  their  Tliibet  frontier,  by  means  of 
their  neighbors  there,  who  appear  to  require  only  a  little  cn- 
couragament  and  assistance  to  begin.   The  Coreans,  if  thej 
once  iMiw  ships  in  the  Yellow  Sea  acting  as  enemies  to  China, 
might  be  induced  to  attempt  the  jccovery  of  their  independ- 
ence. The  thread  of  connexion  between  this  empire  and  Fpr- 
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inosa  is  so  slender,  that  it  must  soon  break  of  itself;  but 
B'  breath  of  foreigii  interfereDce  would  instantly  snap  it 
asunder. 

The  Portuguese  who,  as  a  nation,  have  been  longreallj 
exanimated  and  dead  in  this  part  of  the  world,  although  their 
ghost  still  appears  at  ACacao,  hold  that  place  upon  sudh  teims 
as  render  it  equally  useless  and  di^graoefiil  to  them.  It  is  now 
chiefly  supported  by  the  English,  and  on  the  present  footing 
of  things  there,  the  Chinese  can  staire  both  it  and  those 
who  support  it,  whenever  they  please.  If  the  Portuguese 
made  a  difficulty  of  parting  with  it  to  us  on  lair  terms,  it 
might  easily  be  taken  from  them  by  a  small  force  from 
Madras,  and  the  compensation  and  irregularity  be  settled 
afterwards;  or  %?ith  as  little  trouble,  and  with  more  advan- 
tage, we  might  make  a  settlement  in  Lantao  or  Cm-hee, 
and  tlien  Macao  would  of  itself  crumble  to  nothing  in  a  short 
time/  The  forts  of  the  Bocca  Tigris  might  be  demolished  by 
half  a  do2en  broadsides;  the  river  would  be  impassable 
without  our  permission,  and  the  whole  trade  of  Canton  and 
its  correspondencies  annihilated  in  a  season,  llie  milHons  of 
people  who  subsist  by  it  would  be  ahnost  instant] j  reduced 
to  hunger  and  insuiTcctiuii ;  tlicy  iiiuiit  overrun  tlie  country 
as  beggars  or  as  robbers,  and  wherever  they  went  would  c  arry 
Witli  tlicni  misery  and  rehelhon.  In  such  distraction  ivotdd 
Russia  rcniaiu  inactive  ?  Would  she  neglect  tlie  opportunity 
of  rccovcrinii  Albazin  and  rr-cstablisliing  her  power  upon  the 
Aniouv  ?  W  ouid  llie  ambition  of  the  great  Catharine,  that  iias 
strctciietl  bcyoufl  Onalaska  fo  tlie  eastward,  overlook  the 
provinces  and  partitions  within  grasp  at  her  door  ? 
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Such  mi^t  be  the  consequeoGes  to  this  empire,  if  we  had 
ft  serious  quarrel  with  it  On  the  other  hand,  let  us  see 
what  might  be  the  consequence  to  ourselves.  It  is  possible 
that  other  nations*  now  trading  or  expecting  to  trade  with 
China,  would  not  behold  our  success  with  indiilefence,  and 
thus  we  might  be  involved  with  much  more  formidable 
^emies  than  Chinese ;  but  I  leave  that  consideration  i»ide 
and  proceed  to  others. 

Our  settiements  in  India  would  sufier  most  severely  by 
any  interruption  of  their  China  traffic,  which  is  infinitely 
vahiable  to  them,  whether  considered  singly  aa  a  market 
for  cotton  and  opium,  or  as  connected  with  their  adventures 
lo  llie  Philippines  and  Malays. 

'Jo  Great  riritain  the  blow  wonld  he  iiimicdiatc  and  heavy. 
Our  great  woollen  inaiuiriu  turc,  the  antient  staple  of  England, 
would  feel  such  a  sudden  convulsion,  as  scarcely  any  \ 
lancc  and  vigor  in  government  could  for  a  long  time  reniedy 
or  alleviate.  The  demand  from  Canton  for  onr  woollens 
alone  cannot  now  be  less  than  50(),(X)()/.  to  (>00,0()0/.  per 
annum,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that,  with  proper 
care,  in  sonic  years,  it  may  he  stretched  to  a  million.  We 
should  lose  the  other  growing  braiirhcs  of  export  to  China  of 
tin,  lead,  copper,  hardware,  and  of  clocks  and  watches, 
and  similar  articles  of  ingenious  mechanism.  We  should  lose 
the  import  from  ChiDa,  not  only  of  its  raw  silk,  an  indispen- 
siblc  ingredient  in  nur  silk  fabricks,  but  of  another  indispen* 
sible  luxury  or  rather  an  absolute  necessary  of  life,  tea.  Wc 
should  also  in  some  measure  lose  an  excellent  school  of 
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nautical  knowledge,  a  strong  limb  of  marine  power,  and  a 
prolific  soiirce  of  public  revenue* 

r 

I'hcsc  evils,  it  irould  seem,  must  infallibly  follow  from  a 
breach  with  China ;  whether  in  time  other  markets  might  not 
be  found  or  created  to  make  us  amends,  J  am  hoi  yet  sut^ 
ciently  acquainted  with  this  part  of  the  world  (an4  still  less 
with  the  disposition  of  the  court  of  Spain)  to  hazard  a  deci* 
sion ;  but  it  is  not  impossible  that,  though  prodigious  incon^ 
Teniencies  and  mischiefs  would  certainly  be  felt  at  the  mo- 
ment from  a  rupture,  means  might  be  discovered  to  reverse  or 
repair  tliem.  But  all  the:;e  inconveniences  and  mischiefs, 
which  I  have  stated  as  objects  of  apprclicnsioii,  may 
happen  in  the  common  course  of  things  without  any 
quarrel  or  interference  on  our  part.  The  empire  of  China 
is  an  old  crazy  first-rate  man  of  Mar,  wliicW  a  fortunate 
succession  of  able  and  vigilant  officers  has  contri\rd  to 
keep  ufioat  for  these  luiiulretl  and  fifty  years  j)ast  ;  and  to 
overawe  their  neighbors,  nicrelv  In-  licr  bulk  and  ap- 
pearance ;  but  whenever  an  insufficient  man  hapj^cns  to  liavc 
tlie  conniiand  upon  deck,  adieu  to  tlie  discij)line  auil  safety 
of  the  ship.  She  may  perhaps  not  sink  outright ;  she  may 
<lrift  some  time  as  a  wreck,  and  will  then  be  dashed  in  pieces 
on  the  shore;  but  she  can  never  be  rebuilt  on  the  old 
bottom* 

The  breaking  up  of  the  power  of  China  (no  very  impro- 
bable event)  would  occasion  a  eomph^te  subversion  of  the  com- 
merce, not  only  of  Asia,  but  a  very  se^l^ibIc  cliange  in  the 
.other  quarters  of  the  world.   The  industry  and  ingenuity  oP 
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tlie  Chinese  would  be  checked  and  enfeebled ;  buttliej  would 
he  not  be  annihilated :  her  ports  could  no  longer  be  barri* 
'  cadocd ;  they  would  be  attempted  by  all  the  adventurers  of 
all  trading  nations,  who  would  search  every  channel^  creek, 
and  cranny  of  China  for  a  market,  and  for  some  time  be  the 
cause  of  much  rivahy  and  disorder.  Nevertliffiless,  as  Great 
liritain,  from  the  weight  of  her  riches,  and  the  genius  and 
hjiiiit  of  lior  people,  is  become  the  fii'st  political,  niariiie  and 
commercial  power  on  the  globe,  it  is  reasonable  to  think 
that  she  would  prove  tlie  greatest  gainer  by  such  a  revolu- 
tion as  I  have  alluded  to,  and  rise  superior  over  every 
competitor. 

BiiL  to  take  things  solely  as  they  now  are,  and  to  bound  our 
view  by  the  visible  horizon  of  our  situation,  without  specu- 
lating iipou  probable  events  ■( which  scldoui  take  place  ac- 
cording to  our  speculation),  our  present  interests,  our  reason, 
and  our  humanity  eciually  forbid  the  thought  of  any  offen- 
sive measures,  with  regard  to  the  Chinese,  whilst  a  ray  of 
hope  remains  ibr  succeeding  by  gentle  ones.  Nothing  could 
hv  urged  in  favour  of  an  hostile  conduct,  but  an  irresistible 
conviction  of  failure  by  forbearance. 

■ 

Tlie  project  of  a  territory  on  the  continent  of  China 
(which  I  liave  heard  imputed  to  the  late  Lord  Clive)  is  too 
wild  to  be  seriously  mentioned,  and  especially  if  all  can  be 
quietly  got  without  it  that  was  expected  to  be  got  with  it. 
By  my  embassy  tlie  Chinese  have  had,  wliat  they  never 
had  before,  an  opportunity  of  knowing  us,  and  this  must^ 
lead  them  to  a  proper  way  of  thinking  of  us  and  of  acting- 
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towards  us  in  fulurc.  If,  when  the  dispute  hap|>encd  in  the 
year  1759,  a  royal  ambassador  had  been  sent  to  tlic  court 
of  Pekin,  I  am  inchned  to  think  that  the  atikir  would  lia\'e 
taken  a  very  different  turn ;  they  would  certainly  have  re- 
ceived the  embassy  with  respect,  possibly  indeed  wiili  less 
honors  and  distinctions  than  mine,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ference between  compliment  and  complaint:  nnd  iln  igU 
they  might  then  have  granted  no  favors,  yet  tlie  caution  of 
the  government  would,  at  least,  have  guarded  them  irom 
doing  injustice. 

On  the  footing  that  Mr.  Flint  was  sent,  what  could  have 
been  expected  ?  A  private  individu;  !  (  ii  unissioned  by  a  few 
other  individuals  trading  at  Canton,  whom  the  Chinese  had 
not  yet  learned  to  respect  as  they  ought,  was  dispatched, 
-without  a  passport,  in  a  small  vessel  to  Tien-sing^  (an  irre- 
gular proceeding  in  itself,  and  in  the  teeth  of  a  particuhir 
law)  to  accuse  the  regency  of  Canton,  then  consi^sting  of 

pcreons  appointed  and  supported  by  those  who  were  to  judge 
them. 

■A-t  present,  after  reflecting  uj>on  all  the  incidents  of  the 
embass3',  the  complcMon  of  the  court  of  Pekin,  and  the 
fooling  of  our  factory  at  Canton,  I  cannot  but  be  of  opinion 
that  nothing       niore  hkely  to  contribute  essentially  to  the 
promotion   ot'  our  interests  than  having  a  kin'j^  nunister, 
or^a  company's  minister  with  a  kinj^'s  commission,  always 
«««dcnt  at  Canton,  totally  unconcerned  witii  trade  of  any 
kind,  and  clearly  known  to  be  so.    The  first  object  is  to  pre- 
serve the  ground  we  have  lately  gained.   It  is  no  small  ad- 
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vantage  arising  froui  tlie  embassy  tJiat  so  many  EoglUlitnen 
have  been  seen  at  Pckin,  from  whose  brilliant  appearance 
and  prudent  demeanor  a  most  iavorable  idcui  has  hven  tbrined 
of  the  country  wliicli  had  sent  them.  Nor  is  it  any  strain  of 
vanity  to  say  that  (he  principal  persons  of  rank,  wiio,  from 
their  intercourse  with  us,  had  opportunities  oi'  obser\  ing  our 
manners,  tempers,  and  discipHne,  very  soon  dismissed  the  pre- 
judices they  had  conceived  against  us,  and  by  a  generous 
transition  greiv  to  admire  and  respect  us  as  a  uaLiou,  and  to 
luve  us  as  iiuiivuJuals  ;  gained  by  our  attentions,  \vc  found 
them  capable  ot  attachment ;  though  in  pubhc  ceremonious, 
in  |)nvate  they  were  frank  and  faniihar:  tired  of  official 
formalities  they  seemed  often  to  fly  to  our  society  as  a  relief 
and  to  leave  it  witli  regret.  Dispositions  like  these,  an  able 
minister  would  not  fail  to  improve";  by  his  intercourse  mlUx 
the  viceroy,  tlic  Foycn,  aiul  the  IIou-pou,  he  would  be  aUe 
to  excuse  irregularities,  and  clear  up  mistakes ;  he  would 
•discover  the  proper  seasons  for  advancing  or  reoedingt  when, 
to  be  silent  with  dignity,  and  when  to  speak  wiA  confidence 
and  eflect ;  but  above  all  the  king's  commiflsigii  would  au- 
thorize him  to  write  to  and  entitle  him  to  be  heard  bj  the 
court  ofPekin  itself,  a  circumstance  probably  alone  sufiicieBt 
to  awe  the  regency  of  Canton,  and  keep  them  within  the 
bounds  of  justice  and  moderation.  These  opinions  I  have 
formed,  and  these  conclusions  I  have  drawn,  from  what 
experience  I  have  had  of  this  country,  from  what  observa- 
tions I  lundc  upon  the  characters  of  the  people  that  were 
^t^iihiii  ni  V  reach  to  converse  with,  and  the  cniperoi's  letter  to 
the  viceroys 
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I  am  aware  that  a  measure  of  this  kind  may  seein  to  in- 
terfei'e  with  the  company's  servants  at  Canton  ;  but  it  ought 
to  have  no  such  operation;  it  should  neither  lessen  their 
emoluments,  nor  their  consequence,  but  have  a  contrary 
effect.  I  be^eve  that  nodiing  has  contributed  more  to  ren- 
der our  merchants  at  Lisbon  and  St.  Petersburgh  respeet- 
abie  and  important,  than  the  residence  of  his  majesty's  mini- 
sters at  these  ports,  to  maintain  our  commercial  rights,  and 
to  protect  them  from  wrong.  The  Chinese,  it  is  true,  are  a 
singular  people,  but  they  are  men  formed  of  the  same  mate- 
rialt  and  gpvemed  by  the  same  passions  as  oorsdves ;  tbej 
are  jealous  of  foreigners ;  bat  are  they  jealous  of  u»  without 
reason  ?  Is  there  any  country  on  the  globe  that  Englishmen 
visit,  where  they  do  not  displa^^  that  pride  of  themselves, 
and  that  contempt  of  others,  which  conscious  superiority  is 
apt  to  inspire  ?  Can  the  Chinese,  one  of  the  vainest  nations 
in  the  worid,  and  not  the  least  acute,  have  been  blind  and 
insensible  to  this  foible  of  oui's  ?  And  is  it  not  natural  for 
them  to  be  discomposed  and  disgusted  by  it  ?  But  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  better  parts  of  our  character  will  calm  their 
disquiets,  weaken  their  prejudices,  and  wear  away  their  til 
impressions.    Every  day  vre  shall  have  fewer  enemies  and 
rivals  to  injure  us  in  their  opinion.  The  French,  who  had 
long  florished  here,  have  given  up  the  trade  and  disappeared ; 
and  other  nations  also  must  either  soon  abandon  it,  or  be 
content  to  carry  it  on,  as  the  Butch  and  Americans  do,  with 
little  credit  and  little  advantage. 

Having  now  no  particular  business  to  detain  the  embassy 
long^  at  Canton,  and  unwilling  to  trespass  forther  on  the 
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hospitality  of  the  court  of  China,  at  whose  expense  we  have 
been  entertained*  ever  since  we  hrnded  in  the  empife  (they 
not  permitting  us  to  maintain  ourselves,  tliough  ot\en  pressed 
by  me,  and  tntreated  to  let  us  do  so)  I  told  the  viceioy  of 
my  intention  of  going  to  Macao,  and  of  waiting  there  till 
our  ships  should  be  ready  to  sail  for  England  under  the 
lion's  convoy ;  and  to  prevent  his  taking  umbrage,  or 
imagining  that  I  was  not  perfectly  pleased  with  my  reception 
and  residence  here  at  Canton  (which  have  certainly  been  as 
bonoraUe  and  agreeable  to  me  as  possible^  I  put  my  removal 
diiefly  upon  the  state  of  my  health,  which  has  been  much 
impaired,  and  which  it  is  thought  the  sea  air  would  be 
favomble  to.  I  fixed  with  him  the  time  of  my  departure  for 
to-morrow,  and  as  I  proposed  to  emlyirk  from  the  wharf  of 
the  ftctory,  I  invited  him  to  breakfiist  with  me  there,  in 
order  that  I  might  have  the  opportunity  (which  he  had 
before  promised  to  me)  of  introducing  and  recommending 
the  Company's  commissioiiers  to  him,  to  the  Fo'ifen  and 
to  the  How^poif  in  the  most  public  and  the  most  distinguished 
manner.  He  was  particularly  inquisitive  about  the  nature 
of  these  gentlemen's  office  and  their  rank;  I  endeavored  to 
exjplain  the  matter  to  him,  as  wdl  as  I  could ;  but  there  is 
no  making  the  Chinese  understand  the  wide  difference  there 
is  between  an  Eo^sh  merchant  and  a  merchant  of  any  other 
natkm. 

Wednesday,  January  8th.  This  day  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 
we  set  out  from  our  quarters,  and  crossed  over  the  river  to  the 
English  factory,  where  I  was  met  by  the  viceroy,  the  FcKynt, 
the  Hou'pouy  and  the  other  principal  Mandarines.  I  pre- 
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sented  the  commissioners,  to  whom  they  gave  a  very  gracious 
reception,  with  liberal  promises  of  access  and  atteiition. 
This  ceremony  being  finished,  wc  set  down  together  lo 
the  coHatiou  pri pared  for  us,  our  Chinese  friends  did 

ample  justice  to,  some  of  them  seeming  to  rehsh  much  tlie 
good  things  set  before  them,  and  nothing  more  than  our 
sweet  wine  and  cberry-brandj. 

At  one  o'clock,  P.  ISf .   Sir  <jeorge  Staunton,  Sir  Erasmus 
Gowcr,  Lieutenant-colonel  Benson,  and  I  took  our  lea¥e  of 
them,  and  embarked  on  the  Lion's  barge ;  the  other  gen- 
tlemen went  in  the  pinnaces  and  boats  of  the  lodiatDen* 
which  their  Captains  had  oUigingly  brought  up  from  Wom-po 
for  this  occasion,  with  pendants  dying,  and  the  crews  all 
dressed  in  uniform,  so  that  our  procession  down  the  river  was 
very  numerous  and  splendid.   Vm-ta-gin  and  Ckum^a-gUu 
together  widi  the  Song-pin  of  Chaihchou-foUf  a  man  of  high 
quality,  with  a  red  button  and  peacock's  leather  on  his  cap, 
and  of  a  sociable  pleasant  humor,  accompanied  us  in  a  sta[te 
yacht,  and  dined  with  us  on  board  the  I^on.  And  here  our 
friends  Ven-ta-gin  and  CAovite-^n  took  leave  of  us.  They 
shed  tears  at  parting,  and  show^  such  marks  of  sensibility 
and  concern,  as  could  proceed  from  none  but  sincere  and  un* 
corrupted  hearts.  If  I  ever  could  ibr^t  the  friendship  and 
attachment  of  these  two  worthy  men,  or  the  services  they 
rendered  us,  I  should  be  gwilty  of  the  deepest  ingratitude. 

Thursday,  January  9th.  Received  this  morning  n  most 
liberal  present  of  fruit  and  vegetables  of  all  kinds,  in  twenty 
large  baskets,  sent  us  by  Van-id-^in  and  Chw-ta-^in.  as  a 
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larewel  token  of  their  remembniDce.  Their  respectire  du- 
ties and  employments  now  call  them  away  to  very  distant 
provinces,  and  they  are  not  Jikely  to  see  any  of  us  again. 
Of  tliis  little  attention  I  therefore  confess  myself  the  more 
sensible ;  but  I  consider  it  in  two  ^vays,  as  equally  intended 
to  be  a  mark  of  their  public  consideration  for  us,  attaching 
to  tlicir  characters  as  men.  of  high  station  in  this  country,, 
and  of  particular  regard  to  us  as  their  private  friends  of 
another. 

ChoU'ta^gitt  is  a  man  of  letters  and  capadty.   He  stands 
liigh  in  the  opinion  of  the  viceroy,  whose  universal  reputa-  • 
tion,  joined  to  liis  connexion  with  the  imperial  fiunily^ 
will  probably  elevate  lum  one  day  to  the  first  situation  at  . 
court.  I  have  more  than  once  talked  with  Ckou^a-gm  on 
the  subject  of  office  and  preferment,  and  from  his  prospects 
of  advantage  being  enlarged  by  what  he  has  seen  here;  his 
pretensions  heightened  by  bis  connexion  with  us,  and  his 
ambition  dilated  by  the  patronage  of  the  viceroy,  I  think  it 
not  at  all  improbable  that  he  may  be  soon  sent  here  in  a 
high  employment.  The  place  of  Hou-pw,  which  is  usually 
of  three  years'  duration,  seems  to  be  the  object  of  his  present 
views.  Htmorts  muiani  mores,  and  it  is  possible  that  pro- 
motion might  have  the  same  effect  upon  him,  as  upon  his 
predecessors,  but  as  he  is  of  an  age,  before  which  a  man's 
principles  have  usually  been  settled  and  his  character 
decided,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  if  he  ever  obtains  the 
appointment,  we  sliall  receive  the  most  essential  advantages 
bj  it ;  but  from  the  very  circumstance  of  bis  oonoexion  withn 
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us,  our  address  to  him  and  management  of  him  would  re- 
quire  the  more  care  aud  dexterity. 

The  comniissioners  Mesaieun  Browne  and  Jackson,  and 
Mr.  Hall  the  secretary*  came  and  dined  with  us  on  board 
the  Lion.  We  expected  Air.  Irwin ;  but  his  illness  de|>nved 
us  of  the  pleasure  of  his  company. 

Friday,  January  10th.  We  fell  down  the  rirer  below  the 
first  bar>  and  anchored  for  the  night. 

Satiuday,  January  lUli.  We  set  sail  tins  morning,  with 
hopes  of  being  able  to  get  below  the  second  bar ;  but  the 
wind  heading  us,  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  coming  to  an 
anchor. 

Sunday,  Januaiy  12lh.  This  day  we  passed  the  second 
bar,  and  then  came  to  an  anchor  for  the  uigiit. 

Monday,  January  13th.  At  eight  o'clock  A.M.  we  made 
sail,  and  in  about  a  couple  of  hours  passed  the  two  forts  which 
have  hern  erected  by  the  Chinese  to  guard  the  mouth  of  the 
JFe-ldang-hOf  as"  they  call  it,  or  the  Bocca  Tigris,  as  it  is 
usually  stiled  by  tlie  Europeans  from  the  rortuguese  denomi* 
nation.  I'hc  lesser  foil  is  built  on  a  small  island  to  the  west, 
the  principal  one  is  on  the  main  land,  with  a  steep  hill  rising 
dose  behind  it.  Both  of  them  very  despicable  in  our  eyes, 
when  viewed  io  the  light  of  defence.  There  are  a  great  many 
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hut  several  ate  unfanUihed  with  gom,  and  of 

embrasures ;  but  severw  j      ^  ^ 

the  few  gu™  «l.cU  they  forts  is  less  than 

»  „.le  across   .  ..a  any  ^     B       ,^       ^^^^  ^ 

harmless,  wjth  tbc  v..n<l  ana  ^  ^ 

^e<l  by,  the  C  "ne  e  •>'^«_^^^^  ,„d  extended 

»"  encampment  °   ^''^.^^^rt-rfwds  colo«, 

,aong  tl>e  ea'tem  beacu,  w>«  ^^^^ 

am.cd  juuks  '>■"'' on  the  deck;  but  dul 
took  great  pan,.,  to  *^«»~  ^      b»t  swivcb 

p„»„™  "<■'•'"•'  '^^^^Ti^.e  Canton,  by  which  the 
the  country..,  the  "°«J^7dK»t  dirt»oe  of  that  c.ty  ; 
largest  ships  n.ayr.m  npw.  ^^^,  _ 

„,e  Chmese  keep  » ^^^^J^  ^  farget  than  a 
possible,  and  endeavor  to  pie»ent  M>y  u»»8 

boat  from  tiavigatrog  it. 

>  <s»>r  nVtoek.  wc  came  to  an  an- 

eto  in  live  iath<H»  '^„,„t-coloncl  Benson  and 

,.estabo«t«xm.te  d»UmtJU^^^^^^^^^^ 

'  ''  '''^"''"'e''S.LS£^Cl.rence,  anda  large  I'ortn- 
ship  aa  I*  ..cte  in  the  n-H-A  «f  the  lypa. 
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Tuestlay,  January  14th.  It  blew  very  hard  all  this  day  tit! 
four  o'clock  V.  when  (the  weather  moderating  a  little)  the 
governor's  boat  ventured  out  with  his  aid-de-camp  on  board, 
who  came  witii  tlic  governor's  cooipUments,  and  au  offer  of 
hia  bent  services. 

Wednesday,  January  15th.  This  day  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 
i  went  on  shore  at  Macao,  with  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  em- 
bassy, and  was  recei\ed  at  landing  by  the  governor  Don 
Manuel  Pioto  and  the  disembargador  Don  Lazaro  dc  Silva 
Ferreira,  who  is  the  principal  civil  officer  of  the  place.  A 
company  of  foot,  mostly  negroes  and  mulattos,  but  ooiih 
manded  by  £un>pean  officers,  were  drawn  up  in  military 
order  on  the  <|ttay,  and  endeavored  to  make  as  good  an  ap- 
pearance  as  they  could  ;  tlieir  undersize,  motley  complexion, 
and  shabby  regimentals  impressed  us,  however,  with  no  very 
high  ideas  in  their  favor. 

"We  were  very  handsomely  entertained  at  dinner  by  the  go- 
vernor, who  is  a  well-bred  reasonable  man,  of  about  ftaty 
years  old,  and  has  the  rank  of  Lieutenantpcolonel  in  the  Por- 
tuguese service.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Goa,  is  of  an  agreeable 
figure,  and  did  the  honors  of  her  house  extreniely  well.  The 
disepdbargador  has  parts,  observation,  and  address,  and  speaVis 
very  good  French. 

Most  of  the  gentlemen  i>f  the  embassy  are  lodged  at  the 
£ng^ish  fiictoiy.  My  quarters  are  at  a  house  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  town  rented  by  Mr.  Drummond,  who  has  been  so 
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good  as  to  lend  it  to  me  duriiig  hk  absence.  It  is  most  de* 
iiglitfully  situated,  and  has  a  very  pleasant  lomantic  gaiden 
adyoining  to  it  of  considerable  extent.  The  tradition  of 
Macao  says  it  was  formerly  the  habitation  of  the  celebrated 
Camoens,  and  that  here  he  composed  his  I^isiad. 

0 

At  tUs  place  we  propose  to  stay  till  our  homewaTd4x>und 
ships,  now  thirteen  In  all,  are  ready  to  sail  (which  it  is  calcu- 
lated will  be  in  less  than  six  we^s)  and  then  proceed  on  the 
lion,  as  their  convoy,  to  England. 

I  now  dose  my  China  Journal,  in  which  I  have  written 
down  the  transactions  and  occurrences  of  my  embassy,  and 
my  travels  through  this  empire  exactly  as  they  passed  and 
as  they -struck  me  at  the  time.  To  these  I  have  added,  in  the 
Appendix,  a  few  papers  rdative  to  some  particulars  which  I 
was  desirous  to  be  informed  upon.  They  could  not  be  in- 
serted in  their  proper  places,  as  it  was  frequently  a  long  time 
after  I  bad  made  my  inquiries  before  I  could  obtain  the  an? 
swers,  and  when  I  did  obtain  them,  I  was  obliged  to*follow 
them  up  with  further  inquiries  for  explanation. 

Should  any  accident  throw  this  journal  under  the  eyes  of 
a  stranger  unacquainted  with  me  and  the  country  I  am  now 
quitting,  he  might  possibly  imagine  that  I  had  too  much  in- 
dulged myself  in  local  description  and  political  conjecture, 
but  nothing  could  be  more  fallacious  than  to  ju(]ge  of  China 
by  any  European  standard.  My  sole  view  has  been  to  ttpre- 
sent  things  precisely  as  they  impressed  me.  I  had  long  ac- 
customed myself  to  take  minutes  of  whatever  appeared  of  a 
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cttrioiis  or  interesting  nature,  and  such  scenes  asl  have  lately 
Tisited  were  not  likely  to  obliterate  my  liabits  or  to  relax 
my  diligence.  I  regularly  took  notes  and  memorandums  of 
the  business  I  was  engaged  in  and  the  oljects  I  saw,  pertly 
to  serve  for  my  own  use  and  n|col]ection,  and  pertly  to 
amuse  the  hours  of  a  tedious  and  poiniul  employment,  .but 
I  will  not  Ustta  myself  that  they  can  be  of  much  advantage 
or  entertainment  to  others. 
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Manner$  and  Ckamcter  of  the  Chinese*. 

I  ventme  to  say  any  thing  upon  Ae  Manners  and  Chtb^ 
iBcter  of  the  QuneHe,  I  must  begin  by  confessing  that  I  am 
very  &r  fiom  being  a  competent  judge  of  them.  Thougfi 
assisted  by  an  honest  and  able  interpreter;  though  pos* 
sessed  of  many  advantages  irom  the  intercourse  whioh  my 
station  affiraded  me  with  persons  of  the  first  rank  and  abilitiesy 
and  from  the  extent  of  my  travels  through  the  country  of 
China ;  yet  I  am  sensible  that  it'  was  impossible  to  avoid 
falliDg  into  frequent  mistakes.  From  my  not  knowing  Uie 
language;  fn»n  sometimes  misconceiving  those  who  did; 
from  misinterpreting  looks  and  gestures,  where  our  hands 
and  our  eyes  were  to  perform  the  offices  of  our  tongues  and 
our  ears,  I  may  have  formed  wrong  Judgments,  and  have 
deceived  myself;  but  as  I  do  not  mean  diat  others  should 
be  deceived,  I  fairly  own  my  disadvantages,  and  give  pre- 
vious notice  of  the  nature  of  the  information  that  may  be 
expected  from  me.  It  will  be  chiefly  the  result  of  what  I 
saw  and  heard  upon  the  spot,  however  imperfectly,  not  of 
what  I  had  read  in  books  or  been  told  in  Europe. 
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It  sboiild  never  be  absent  trom  our  recollection  that  there 
are  now  two  diitinct  nations  in  China  (tliough  generally  con- 
founded together  by  I.unjpeans)  the  Chinese  and  the  Tartars, 
whose  characters  essentially  diftcr,  notwithstanding  their  ex- 
ternal appearance  be  nearly  the  same,  and  whose  rnmds  must 
naturally  be  difl'erently  bent  by  the  circumstances  which  re- 
spectively govero  them,  i'hey  are  both  subject  to  the  mo«t 
absolute  authority  that  can  be  vested  in  a  prince,  but  with 
this  distinction,  that  to  the  Chinese  it  is  a  foreign  tyranny  j 
to  the  Tartars  a  domestic  despotism.  The  latter  consider 
themselves  as,  in  some  degree,  partakers  of  their  sovereign's 
dominion  over  the  former,  and  that  imagination  may  perhaps 
somewhat  console  them  under  the  pressure  of  his  power  upon 
themselves ;  like  the  house  ser\'aDts  and  house  negroes 
belonging  to  a  great  landlord  in  Livonia,  or  planter  in 
Jamaica,  who,  though  serfs  themselves,  look  down  upon  the 
peasantry  aud  field  negroes  of  the  estate  as  mucii  their 
inferiors. 

If  opinions  were  solely  to  be  formed  of  China  and  its 
inhabitants,  from  the  aax)unts  of  the  first  travellers  and 
even  of  later  missionaries,  they  would  often  be  inadequate 
and  unjust;  for  those  writcra,  although  they  probably  did 
not  mean  to  deal  in  fiction,  yet  when  tliey  do  tell  the  truth, 
they  do  not  always  tell  the  whole  truth,  which  is  a  mode  of 
narration  that  leads  to  error  almost  as  much  as  falsehood 
itself. 

"When  Marco  Polo,  the  Venetian,  visited  China  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  it  was  about  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
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China  by  the  western  or  Mongol  Tartars,  with  Kublai-khan, 
a  grandson  of  Gengis-khatiy  at  their  head.  A  little  before 
that  period  the  Chinese  had  reached  their  highest  pitch  of 
civilization ;  and  no  doubt  they  were  then  a  very  civilized 
people  in  comparison  of  their  Tartar  conquerors,  and  their 
European  contemporaries;  but  not  having  improved  and 
advanced  forward,  or  having  rather  gone  back,  at  least  for 
these  hundred  and  fifty  years  past,  since  the  last  conquest 
by  the  northern  or  Mantchou  Tartars,  whibt  we  have  been 
every  day  rising  in  arts  and  sciences,  they  are  actually  be- 
come a  semi-barbarous  people  in  comparison  with  the  present 
nations  of  Europe.  Hence  it  is  that  they  retain  the  vanity, 
conceit,  and  pretensions  that  arc  usually  the  concomitants  of 
half-knowledge;  and  that,  though  during  their  intercourse 
with  the  embassy,  they  perceived  many  of  the  advantage 
we  had  over  them,  they  seemed  rather  surprised  than  morti- 
fied, and  sometimes  affected  not  to  see  what  they  could  not 
avoid  feeling.  In  their  address  to  strangers  they  are  not 
restrained  by  any  bashfulncss  or  mauvaise  honte,  but  present 
themselves  with  an  easy  confident  air,  as  if  they  considered 
themselves  the  superiors,  and  that  nothing  in  their  manners 
or  appearance  could  be  found  defective  or  inaccurate. 

Their  ceremonies  of  dem^nor,  which  consist  of  various 
evolutions  of  the  body,  in  elevating  and  inclining  the  head, 
in  bending  or  stiflening  the  knee,  in  joining  their  hands  to- 
'  gether  and  then  disengaging  them,  with  a  hundred  other 
manoeuvres,  they  consider  as  the  highest  perfection  of  good 
breeding  and  deportment ;  and  look  upon  most  other  nations, 
who  are  not  expert  in  this  polite  discipline,  as  little  better 
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than  bubarians.  Nevertheless  having  once  shown  off  and 
exhausted  all  thete  tricks  of  behaviour,  they  are  glad  to  ra- 
lapse  into  ease  and  ftmiliarityt  and  seem  never  so  happj  as 
when  indulging  in  fiee  conversation  with  those  whom  they  do 
not  distrust;  for  they  are  naturally  lively,  loquadous,  and 
good-humored.  They  were  certmnly  much  surprised  to  find  , 
us  so  mildi  sociable,  and  cheerful. 

The  court  character  is  a  singular  mixture  of  ostentatious 
hospitality  and  inbred  suspicion,  ceremonious  civility  and 
real  rudeness,  shadowy  complaisance  and  s&bstantial  pep- 
verseness;  and  this  prevails  through  all  the  departmentk 
connected  with  the  court,  although  somewhat  modified  by  the 
personal  disposition  of  those  at  thdr  head;  but  as  to  that 
genuine  politeness,  which  distinguishes  our  manners,  it  can- 
not be  expected  in  Orientals,  considering  the  light  in  which 
they  regard  the  female  world. 

Among  the  Chinese  themselves,  society  chiefly  consists  of 
certain  stated  forms  and  expressions,  a  calm,  equal,  cold 
deportment,  studied,  hypocritical  attentions,  and  hyperbolical 
professions. 

Where  tromcn  are  excluded  from  ap|)oaiing,  all  delicacy 
of  taste  and  sentiment,  the  softness  of  address,  the  graces  of 
ele^nt  convcrae,  the  play  of  the  passions,  the  refinements  of 
We  and  friendship,  must  of  necessity  be  banished.  In  their 
placc»  gross  faniiiiarity,  coarse  pleasanlry,  and  broad  allu- 
sions are  iiukilged  in,  but  without  that  honesty  and  expan- 
sion of  heart  wliich  we  have  sometimes  observed  to  arise 
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on  such  occasions  AmcMig  ourselves.  Morality  is  a  ihere 
pretence  their  practioe^  though  a  common  topic  of  their 
discourse.  Science  is  an  intruder,  and  g^ing  the  resource. 
An  attachment  to  this  vice  accompanies  even  the  lowest 
Chinese  wherever  he  goes.  Ko  change  of  country  divests 
him  of  it  I  have  been  assured  tliat  the  Chinese  settled  in 
our  new  colony  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  island,  pay  not  less 
than  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum  to  the  government  ibr  a 
licence  to  keep  gaming-houses  and  sell  opium. 

Every  Chinese  who  aspires  to  preferment  attaches  him- 
self to  some  Tartar  of  consequence,  and  professes  the  utmost 
devotion  to  his  service ;  but  such  is  the  strong  and  radical 
dislike  in  the  client  to  the  patron,  that  scarcely  any  benefits 
can  remove  it  and  plant  gratitude  in  its  place.  As  the 
nature  of  dependence  is  to  grow  false,  it  cannot  be  wondered 
at  if  these  Chinese  are  not  strict  observers  of  truth.  Tiicy^ 
have  indeed  so  little  idea  of  its  moral  obligation,  that  they 
promise  you  every  thing  yon  desire,  without  the  slightest 
intention  of  performance,  and  then  violate  their  promises 
■without  scruple,  having  had  no  motive  for  making  them 
that  I  could  perceive,  unless  it  were  that  they  imagined 
what  they  said  might  be  agreeable  to  you  just  at  the  mo- 
ment. When  detected  or  reproached  they  make  light  of 
the  matter  themselves,  and  appear  neither  surprised  nor 
ashamed ;  but  nevertheless  it  was  evident  that  they  parttcun 
larly  remarked  our  punctuality  and  our  strict  attention  to 
truth  in  all  our  transactions  with  them,  and  respected  us 
accordingly. 
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Altliougli  ihc  ditTerencc  of  ranks  be  perba^more  distinctly 
marked  in  Ciiina  than  in  any  other  country,  yet  I  oAien  ob- 
served that  Uie  Mandatines  treat  their  domestic  servants 
with  great  condescension,  and ^  talk  to  them  with  good  na- 
ture and  familiarity.;  but  in  retani  an  unremitted  attentioa 
and  obedience  are  expected  and  nevtf  withheld. 

A  Chinese  family  is  regulated  with  the  same  regard  to 
subordination  and  economy  that  is  observed  in  tlie  govern- 
ment of  a  state  ;  the  paternal  authority,  though  onlimiled,  is 
usually  exercised  M  ith  kindness  and  indulgence.  In  China 
children  are  indeed  sometimes  sold,  and  infants  exposed  by 
&e  parents,  but  only  in  cases  of  the  most  hopeless  indigence 
and  misery,  >vhcn  they  must  inevitably  perish  if  kept  at 
home;  but  when  the  thread  of  attachment  is  not  thus 
mapped  asunder  by  the  anguish  of  tlie  parent,  it  every  day 
grows  stronger  and  becomes  indissoluble  i'ot  life. 

'riiere  is*  nothing  more  striking  in  the  Chinese  character 
^linmgh  all  ranks  than  this  most  respectable  union.  Affeo- 
lion  and  duty  walk  hand  in  hand,  and  never  desire  a  sepa- 
ration. 'I'he  fondness  of  the  fatlier  is  constantly  felt  and 
always  increasing;  the  dependence  of  the  son  is  perfectly 
understood  by  him  ;  he  never  wishes  it  to  Ix:  lessened.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  coux  or  to  cheat  the  child  into  the  cutting 
off  an  entail,  or  thecharginghis  inheritance  with  a  mortgage; 
it  is  not  necessary  to  iin])ortunc  the  father  for  an  irrevocable 
scttlcincnt.  According  to  Chniese  ideas,  there  is  but  one 
interest  in  a  family ;  any  otlier  supposition  would  be  unna^ 
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tiiral  and  wicked.  An  uodutiAil  child  is  a  monster  that 
China  does  not  produce ;  the  son,  even  after  mairiage,  ooik 
tinoes  for  the  most  part  to  lire  in  the  father's  house;  the 
labor  of  the  whole  family  is  thrown  into  one  cbnunon  stock 
under  the  sole  managemoit  of  the  parent ;  after  whose  death 
the  eldest  son  often  retains  the  same  authority,  and  continues 
in>  the  same  union  with  his  younger  brothers. 

The  houses  of  the  better  sort  exhibit  a  certain  show  of 
giandeur  and  magnificence,  and  even  of  taste  and  eleganoe 
in  their  decorations;  but  at  the  same  time  discover,  at 
least  to  our  eyes,  evident  marks  of  discomfort  and  inconve- 
nience. There  is  a  want  of  useful  furniture.  They  have 
indeed  lanterns  of  gauze  and  paper  and  horn  and  diapha^^ 
nous  gum,  most  beautifolly  colored  and  disposed  ;  and  tliey* 
have  tables,  couches,  and  chairs,  loosely  covered  with  rich 
carpeting,  with  gold  and  silver  damasks,  and  oUier  silks; 
but  they  have  no  bureaux,  commodes,  lustres,  or  looking- 
glasses  ;  they  have  no  sheets  to  their  beds,  neither  does  their 
bedding  itsdf  seem  well  adapted  or  agreeable.   They  do  not 
undress  themselves  entirely  as  we  do,  when  they  go  to  rest; 
but  lay  tlieuiselves  down  upon  alcoved  benches,  which  are 
aptead  with  a  single  mat  or  thin  mattress,  and  adjusted  with 
small  pillows  and  cushions.   Their  apartments  are  not  well 
contrived  or  distributed,  according  to  our  ideas  of  utility  and 
propriety,  having  seldom  any  doors  that  shut  with  Jocks  or 
proper  fastenings ;  but  in  lieu  of  them  screens  and  curtains, 
wliicl»  arc  removed  or  drawn  back  as  occasion  requires.  In 
the  cold  weather  they  are  warmed  by  flues  under  the  floor  ; 
for  there  are  neither  stoves,  hrc-places,  nor  fire-grates  in  the 
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rooms ;  but  sometimes  teasieis  filled  mth  charcoal  are  hrooght 
in  and  occasionally  lenewed. 

Hie  people,  even  of  the  fint  rank,  though  so  fond  of  dress 
as  to  change  it  osaally  several  times  in  a  day,  are  yet  in  tbeir 
persons  and  customs  frowzy  and  uncleanly.  Their  outward 
garment  of  cerennony  is  richly  embroidered  with  silks  of 
different  colors  (those  of  the  highest  class  of  all  with  golden 
dragons),  and  their  common  habit  is  of  plain  silk,  or  fine 
broad  cioth ;  but  their  drawm  and  their  waistcoats  (of  which 
they  usually  wear  several  according  to  the  season)  are  not 
very  frequently  shifted.  They  wear  neither  knit  nor  woven 
stockings;  but  wrap  their  legs  round  Avith  a  coarse  cotton 
stuff,  over  which  they  have  constantly  drawn  a  pair  black 
satin  boots  without  heels,  but  with  soles  nearly  an  inch  in 
thickness.  In  summer  every  body  carries  a  fan  in  his  hand, 
and  is  flirting  it  incessantly. 

They  wear  but  little  linen  or  calif  o,  and  what  they  do 
wear  is  extremely  coarse  and  ill  washed ,  the  article  of  soap 
not  being  employed  by  them.  They  seldom  have  recourse  to 
pocket  handkerchiefs,  but  spit  alx)ut  the  rooms  without 
iTjcrey,  blow  their  noses  in  their  fingers,  and  wipe  them  with 
their  sleeves,  or  upon  any  thing  near  them.  This  practice  is 
universal,  and  what  is  still  more  abominable,  I  one  day 
observed  a  Tartar  of  distinction  call  his  sen  ant  to  hunt  in 
his  neck  for  a  louse  that  was  troublesome  to  him. 

At  their  meals  they  use  no  towels,  napkins,  lable-clotlis, 
^t  plates,  glasses,  knives  nor  forks;  but  help  themselve 
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with  their  fiogen,  or  with  their  chop-sticka,  which  are  made 
of  wood  or  ivory,  about  six  inches  long,  round,  and  smooth, 
and  not  kept  very  cleanly.  Their  meat  is  served  up  ready 
cut  in  small  bowls,  each  guest  having  a  separate  bowi  to 
himself.  Seldom  more  than  two  sit  together  at  the  same 
table,  and  never  above  foon  They  are  all  foul  feeders* 
and  eaten  of  garlick  and  strong-scented  vegetables,  and 
drink  mutually  out  of  the  same  cup  which,  though  some- 
times rinsed,  is  never  washed  or  wiped  clean.  They  make 
use  of  little  vinegar,  no  olive  oil,  cyder,  ale,  beer,  or  gmpe 
wine:  their  chief  drink  is  tea,  or  liquors  distilled  or  prepared 
from  rice  and  other  vegetables,  of  different  degrees  of  strength 
according  to  their  taste,  some  of  which  are  tolerably  agree- 
able and  resemble  strong  Madeira. 

• 

They  almost  all  smoke  tobacco  and  consider  it  as  a  con>. 
pliment  to  .offer  each  other  a  whift"  of  their  piiics.  They  also 
take  snuff,  preferring  that  of  Brazil  when  they  can  get  it, 
but  in  small  quantities,  not  in  that  beastly  profusion  which 
is  often  practised  in  England,  even  by  some  <^  our  fine 
ladies. 

They  have  no  water-closets  nor  proper  places  of  retirement; 
the  necessaries  are,  in  general,  quite  public  and  open ;  and 
the  orduie  is  continually  removing  from  them,  which  occa- 
sions a  stench  in  almost  every  place  one  approaches. 

They]  have  no  wheel-carriages  for  travelling  built  on  a 
better  construction  than  that  of  a  higler's  cart ;  the  best  of 
the  kind  are  set  upon  fimr  clumsy  wheels,  and  drawn  by 
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five  horses  or  mules,  two  abreast  in  tlie  shafls,  and  three 
leaders  abreast  before  them.  They  are  without  springs,  and 
.consequently  very  uneasy,  llie  saddles,  bridles,  and  ac- 
coutrements of  their  hoites  are  inelegant  and  ill-oontrived, 
much  heavier  than  is  requisite,  and  equally  inconvenient  to 
the  beast  and  his  rider.  Although  so  much  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  tlieir  own  customs  and  fashions,  tltey  could  not, 
after  some  time»  vttlistand  the  superiority  of  ours  in  a  va- 
riety of  instances.  The  lightness,  neatness,  and  commodU 
ousn^  of  my  post-chaise,  in  which  I  travelled  to  Gehol, 
they  were  quite  deligjited  with;  but  the  fearlessness  and 
celerity  and  safety  with  which  my  postilions  drove  it  along 
almost  petrified  them  with  astonishment  TTie  elegance  and 
finishing  of  our  saddles  and  other  parts  of  horse-fumitme, 
particularly  struck  the  Tartars,  some  ni  whom  I  should 
think  are  not  unlikely  to  adopt  them  by  degrees. 

a  • 

Our  knives,  Ibiks,  spoons,  and  a  thousand  little  trifles  of 
perBonal  convenieocy  were  smgularly  acceptable  to  every 
body,  and  will  probably  become  soon  of  considerable  de- 
mand, although  the  government  is  certainly  averse  to  all 
novelties,  and  wishes  to  discountenance  a  taste  for  any 
foreign  article  that  is  not  absolutely  neoesnry ;  but  luxury  is 
stronger  than  law,  and  it  is  the  prerognttve  of  wealth  to  draw 
irom  abroad  what  it  cannot  find  at  home.  One  great  advan- 
tage  indeed  of  the  embassy  is  the  opportunity  it  aflbided  of 
showing  the  Cliinese  to  what  a  high  degree  of  perfection  the 
J'-nglish  nation  Iiad  carried  all  the  arts  and  accomplishments 
''^  civilised  life ;  that  their  manners  were  calcokted  for  the 
^'nprovement  of  social  intercourse  and  liberal  commeite; 
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that  though  great  and  powerful  tliey  were  generous  and 
.  humane,  not  fierce  and  impetuous  like  the  Russians,  but 
entitled  t6  the  relpect  and  preference  of  the  Chinese  above 
the  other  European  nations,  of  whom  they  have  any  know- 
ledge. This  favorable  impression  of  the  English  character 
may  be  confirmed  and  improved  in  them  by  a  continuance 
of  our  own  attention  and  cautious  conduct.  The  rcstnctiou 
and  discipline  ol  our  seamen  at  Canton  are  among  the  proper 
regulations  for  this  purpose,  not  to  mention  some  otlicr 
arrangements  that  will  naturally  be  nmde  there,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ground  we  now  ^itand  upon. 

The  common  people  of  China  are  a  strong  hardy  race, 
patient,  industrious,  and  much  g'ivcn  to  tratlic  and  all  the 
arts  of  gain ;  cheerful  and  loquacious  under  the  severest 
labor,  and  by  no  means  that  sedate,  tranquil  people  tliey 
have  been  represented.  In  their  joint  efforts  and  exertions 
they  work  with  incessant  vociferation,  often  angrilv  scold  one 
another,  and  seem  ready  to  proceed  to  blows,  Init  scarcely 
ever  come  to  that  extremity.  The  inevitable  srvent  v  of  the 
law  probably  restrains  them;  for  liie  loss  of  a  lite  is  iihvnys 
punished  by  the  death  of  the  offender,  even  though  he  acted 
merely  in  self-defence,  and  without  any  malice  afore* 
thought. 

Superstitious  and  suspicious  in  tlieir  temper  they  at  first 
appeared  shj  and  apprehensive  of  us,  being  full  of  preju- 
dices  against  strangers,  of  whose  cunning  and  ferocity  a 
thousand  ridiculons  tales  had  been  propagated  and,  perhaps,, 
industriously  encouraged  by  (be  goveniinent,  whose  political; 


Digitized  by  LiOOgle 


APPENDIX  TO 


system  seems  to  be,  to  endeavor  to  persuade  the  people  ihttb 
they  are  already  perfect*  and  can  thcarefore  leam  nothing  ffom 
others ;  but  it  is  to  Htde  purpose :  a  nation  that  does  not 
jidvanoe  must  retrograde,  and  finally  fall  back  to  batbansm 
and  misery. 

A  Chinese  boy^  who  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  youug 
George  Staunton,  would  not,  for  along  time,  trust  himself  to 
sleep  in  the  house  with  our  European  servants,  being  afraid, 
he  said,  that  they  would  eat  him.  The  Chinese  however,  at 
all  the  sea-ports  where  we  touched,  were  cfuite  iiee  from 
these  foolish  notions;  and,  I  flatter  myself,  that  the  embassy 
will  ha%*e  efiectually  removed  them  in  all  the  provinces  through 
which  it  passed. 

» 

The  lower  sort  most  heartily  detest  the  Mandarines  and  per- 
sons in  authority,  whose  arbitrary  power  of  punishing,  oppress- 
ing, and  insulting  them  they  fear  ;  whose  injustice  they  feel ; 

and  whose  lapar-ity  Uiry  must  feed.  Tlic  Mandarines  them- 
selves are  equally  at  tlie  mercy  of  their  siipcrioi-s,  the  minis- 
ters and  colaus  ol'  tlu.>  eourt,  and  are  punishable;  h\  confisca- 
tion, and  even  hy  death,  not  only  for  their  own  offences,  but 
lor  M  hat  others  may  do  amiss  within  the  jurisdiction  of  their 
ilupartment.  They  arc  responsible  fur  whatever  happens  in 
the  place  wheic  their  auUiority  extends;  accident  is  con- 
strued into  i?itonti(iii,  and  unavoidable  error  into  wilful  ne- 
uleet.  Hut  this  i«,  not  all,  for  the  pennlty  is  often  intlicted 
tin  tlie  ot^'endcr's  wliolc  family,  as  well  as  on  the  olTender  him- 
self. The  ministers  and  colaos  too  arc  liable  to  any  indignity 
which  the  caprice  of  the  emperor  may  cliance  to  dictate. 
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The  bamboo  is  one  of  the  grand  imtramenis  of  discipline, 
from  which  no  rank  nor  elevation  is  exempt  or  secure.  The 
emperor  s  nearest  relations,  even  his  own  sons,  are  sulject  to 
it;  and  there  are  two  of  them  now  livin^i;  upon  whom  it  is 
well  known  to  have  been  inflicted :  but  this  is  an  aigument 
of  obedience  which  will  probably  one  day  refute  itself. 

Although  the  emperor,  as  the  father  of  his  people,  affects 
and  professes  impartiality,  and  wishes  to  have  it  understood 
that  he  makes  no  distinction  between  Tartars  and  Chinese, 
neither  Tartars  nor  Chinese  are  imposed  upon  by  the  pre- 
tence. The  care  taken  to  preserve  the  Mantchoo  language 
among  all  the  Tartars  settled  in  China  forms  one  unequi- 
vocal line  of  demarcation,  exclusive  of  the  others  which  I 
have  occasionally  taken  notice  of  in  these  sheets.  After  a 
short  residence  in  the  country,  I  found  no  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing a  Tartar  from  a  Chinese,  although  tlieir  mode  of 
dress  and  forms  of  behavior  are  precisely  the  same ;  hut  there 
was  always  something  (I  know  not  well  how  to  describe  it, 
quod  teniio  taaiumj  that  indicated  the  difference  in  a 
moment. 

In  any  attempt  at  a  general  skctcli  of  the  niannei-s  and 
character  of  a  nation,  candor  and  experience  will  naturally 
suggest  a  number  of  exceptions,  and  Christian  charity  will 
make  large  allowances.  The  composition  of  mankind,  in  all 
countries,  is  a  mixture  of  the  same  materials,  though  blended 
in  ditierent  proportions;  but  there  is  usnally  one  particulai- 
essential  ingredient  that  pervades  and  leavens  the  wlioie  mass. 
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as  from  a  predominating  ^turc  results  the  general  cast  of 
the  countenance.  If  therefore  the  majoritj  of  the  people, 
whom  I  have  been  describing,  should  be  less  perfect  than 
might  be  wished,  it  is  not  very  difficult  to  conjecture  the 
cause.  The  Tartan  perhaps  imagine  that  then*  own  selfish 
government  derives  a  good  dealnof  its  vigor  even  from  the  un- 
wholesome state  of  the  juices  in  the  body  of  the  nation ;  and 
as  a  healthy  constitution  might  be  the  consequence  of  a  pro- 
per fennentation  of  tliem,  the  interest^  phjreician,  who 
wishes  to  keep  the  patient  as  long  as  possible  under  his  hands, 
will  be  in  no  Iiasle  to  cure  a  disease  whose  duration  he  thin|is 
may  be  long  protracted  without  becoming  iktal.  The  lault 
therefore  is  less  in  the  people  than  in  those  who  have  the  care 
of  them. 

If  among  others,  with  whom  we  were  conveisaht,  we  met 
with  a  few  superior  characters,  their  merit  is  entirely  their 
own ;  and  to  themselves,  not  to  education  or  example,  they 
chiefly  owe  those  virtues  and  good  qualities  by  which  we  dis- 
tiiiguisbcd  tlieni ;  for  notwithstanding  the  high-flown  cwk>- 
giums  to  be  found  in  Ijooks  of  Chinese  morality,  it  is  in 
general  of  a  \ery  flimsy  texture  and  Httle  understood  :  the 
tincture  is  more  relished  than  the  essence  ;  the  frame  is  more 
admired  tliaii  the  picture ;  the  parade  of  duty  almost  stilics 
the  dujly  itself. 

It  so  happened  that  of  our  four  principal  connections,  the 
colao  Sut^ta-gin,  the  viceroy  Ckan-4a-gin,  and  our  constant 
companions  Vtoft^'gin  and  Chou-ta-gin,  two  were  Tartars 
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and  two  Chinese ;  and  although  their  Respective  nationalities 
could  not  esrnpo  us,  yet  they  seemed  perfectly  united  in  their 
friendly  and  honorable  conduct  towards  us,  and  made  u$ 
theietbre  the  more  regret  our  ill  fortune  in  having  known  so 
fenr  others  that  resembled  Uiem. 

As  my  knowledge  of  the  female  world  in  China  was  very 
limited,  I  have  little  to  say  upon  the  sabject;  but  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  say  that  little. 

The  women  of  the  lower  sort  are  much  weather4)eateii,  and 
l>y  no  means  handsome.  Beauty  b  soon  withered  by  early 
and  frequent  parturition,  by  bard  labor  and  scanty  fare. 
They  have  Iiowever  a  smart  air,  which  arises  portly  from  theis 
manner  of  tying  up  their  hair  on  the  crown  of  their  heads* 
and  interspersing  it  with  flowers  and  other  ornaments.  In 
the  neighborhood  of  Pekin  I  met  some  ladies  of  the  father 
ranks  in  their  carriages,  who  appeared  to  have  fair  oom^ 
plexions  and  delicate  fieatures.  They  were  all  painted,  as 
indeed  are  many  of  the  inferior  classes. 

« 

There  is  no  law  to  prohibit  intermarriages  between  the 
Tartars  and  the  Chinese,  but  they  very  seldom  intennarry. 
'i1ic  Mantchoo  and  Mongol  Tartars  chiefly  marry  together, 
and  scarcely  ever  with  any  of  the  other  Tartar  tribes.  The 
Mantchoos  often  give  large  portions  with  their  daughters  ; 
the  reverse  is  the  case  among  the  Chinese,  where  the  parent 
usually  receives  a  consideration  or  handsome  present  from  his 
son-in-law. 

VOL.  II.  3  I 
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The  Tartar  ladies  have  hitherto  kept  their  leg^  at  liberty, 
and  have  not  suhmitted  to  the  Chinese  operation  of  crippling 
die  feet,  thougli,  it  is  said,  that  many  of  their  husbands  were 
desiroiis  of  iotrodudng  it  into  their  fiiiDiiies.   I  made  many 
inquiries  rdative  to  this  strange  practice,  but  with  KtUe  satis- 
faction.  CkoU'ta-gin  admitted  that  no  very  good  reason  could 
be  given  for  it.  Its  being  an  ancient  custom  was  the  best  he 
Qould  assign,  and  he  confessed  that  a  religious  adlierence  to 
ancient  customs,  without  much  investigation  of  their  origin,  ^ 
was  8  principal  feature  in  the  Chinese  character.  He  added 
howefcr  that  it  possibly  might  have  taken  its  nse  from  oriental  ' 
jeakMisy,  which  had  always  been  ingenious  in  its  contrivances 
for  securing  the  ladies  to  their  owners;  and  that  certainly  a 
good  way  of  keeping  them  at  home  was  to  make  it  very  tnni* 
blesome  and  painfol  to  them  to  gad  abroad.  The  rendering 
nselesa  and  deformed  one  part  of  the  human  body  that  is 
aoBoate  with  the  rest  n  little  less  strange  than  the  practice 
vf  totally  cutting  off  another :  and  yet  we  express  no  dtsgnst 
nor  surprise  at  the  operation  of  circumcision,  which  prevails 
among  a  large  proportion  of  mankind,  and  the  Italian  opem 
has  long  reconciled  us  to  the  indecency  of  castration. 

'  It  is  inoonpeivable  fnxn  whence  arises  the  dissatisfaction  at 
•or  natural  form,  that  seems  to  be  felt  by  the  whole  human 
spedest  from  the  politest  nations  of  Europe  to  the  most  bar- 
baaoas  isfanden  of  the  South  Seas.  Boring  the  ean,  painting 
the  fooe^  and  dusting  and  plaisteriog  the  hair  with  powder 
and  gnsae^  are  equally  fashionable  in  London  and  Otaheite; 
hut  this  ^erverseness  and  disfiguration  are  not  confined  to 


THE  JOURNiKt, 


ourselves,  but  extended  by  us  to  tlic  inferior  creation.  A 
noble  lord  of  my  acquaintance  in  Ireland  contrived  to  put 
out  all  the  eyes  of  Argus,  and  extinguish  the  brilliant 
plumage  of  his  peacocks,  and  to  propagate  in  their  stead  a 
breed  of  Avhitcs,  greys  and  creain  colors.  The  good  wives  of 
Dorking  have  added  a  supemutnerary  claw  to  all  tlie  chickens 
of  tlieir  hatcbing ;  and  otir  jockeys,  by  their  docks  and  crops, 
their  fiin-tails,  abort  tails,  and  no  tails  at  all,  make  their  horses 
as  little  like  what  God  made  them  as  can  possiblj  be  imagined. 
yfe  find  beauty  in  defects,  and  vre  create  defects  where  we  do 
Dot  find  them. 

I  by  no  means  wish  to  apologise  for  the  Chinese  custofli 
of  squeezing  their  women's  petitoes  into  the  shoes  of  an  in* 
fant,  which,  I  tliink,  an  infernal  distortion ;  yet  so  much  are 
people  subject  to  be  warped  and  blinded  by  fashion,  that 
every  Qunese  above  the  vulgar  considen  it  as  a  female  ais 
«omplisbniettt  not  to  be  dispensed  with.  Nay,  a  reverend 
apostolic  missionaiy  at  Pekin  assured  me  that,  in  Im'e  affiiirs, 
<4he  glimpse  of  a  little  fairy  foot  was  to  a  Chinese  a  most  powt- 
erfol  provocative.  Perhaps,  after  all,  we  are  not  quite  free 
from  a  little  felly  of  the  same  kind  ourselves.  We  have  not 
yet  indeed  pushed  it  to  the  extreme  which  the  Chinese  have 
done,  yet  are  we  sach  admirers  of  it  that,  what  with  tight 
shoes,  high  beets,  and  ponderous  buckles,  if  our  ladies'  foet 
are  not  crippled,  tbej  are  certainly  very  much  eontncted, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  the>  abridgment  will  stop. 
It  is  not  a  great  many  years  ago  that  in  England  thread* 
paper  waisti»  steel  stays,  and  tight  lacing  were  in  high 
fioiuon ;  and  the  ladies'  shapes  were  so  tapered  down  from 
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the  bosom  to  the  hips,  that  there  was  some  danger  of  break- 
ing off  in  the  middle  upon  anj  exertion.  No  woman  was 
thought  worth  having  who  measured  above  eighteen  inches 
round  at  the  girdle.  At  present  a  oontiarj  mode  prevails : 
Prior's  comeliness  of  side  is  exploded,  and  protuberance  is 
procured  wherever  it  can  be  fitted.  But  the  Chinese  ladies^ 
like  other  Asiatics,  never  alter  the  costum&of  their  dress ;  and 
I  suppose  the  gowns  they  now  wear  arc  much  of  the  sam» 
cut  as  those  of  their  ancestors  before  the  flood  ;  but  though 
the  habit  is  the  same,  they  are  perhaps  a  little  more  chaoge- 
able  and  coquettish  than  their  ancestors  were  in  the  choice 

and  disposition  of  their  ornaments. 
• 

■  The  shift  is  of  silk  netting,  the  waistcoat  and  drawers  are 
usually  of  silk,  and  trimmed  or  lined  with  furs  in  cold  weather ; 
over  all  they  wear  a  long  sattin  robe  made  full  and  loose, 
-which  is  gracefully  gathered  round  the  waist  and  confined  with 
a  sash.  These  different  members  of  their  apparel  are  usually 
each  of  a  different  color ;  and,  in  the  selecting  and  contrasting^ 
.  ef  them,  the  taste  and  fimcy  of  the  wearer  are  usually  displayed. 

They  adorn  and  set  off  their  hair  with  ribbons  and  flowers, 
with  bodkins,  mock  pearls,  or  real  ones  below  a  certain  siae; 
but  wear  neither  powder  nor  pomatum,  diamonds  nor  fea-^ 
thens.  Many  of  the  mysteries  of  an  European  toilet  they 
have  never  heard  of,  though  perfectly  versed  in  all  those  of 
their  own,  to  which  ttiey  devote  no  small  portion  of  their  time. 
They  have  not  yet  been  initiated  in  the  secrets  of  captivation 
by  fiilse  pretences  and  love  swindling,  or  of  eking  out  a  ske- 
leton figure  by  a  cork  rump,  a  muslin  bosom  and  a  buckram 
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stojiiaclier  ;  for  though  they  reckon  corpulence  «i  beauty  in  a 
man,  tlicy  tl)ink  it  a  most  palpal^lc  blemish  m  their  own  sex  ; 
they  theret'ore  pay  particular  attention  to  tiie  slimness  of  their 
shape,  and  liave  tiic  art  of  preserving  it  in  all  it&  ease  and  de- 
licacy without  effort  of  coaiprcssioa. 

I'hougli  a  Chinese  has  pro])erly  \mt  one  wife  at  the  head 
of  his  family,  tiie  number  of  his  concubines  dej)end8  on  his 
own  opulence  and  discretion.  So  far,  in  this  point,  Chinese 
and  European  manners  seem  pretty  much  alike;  but  they 
diflcr  widely  in  another :  the  mistresses  of  a  Chinese  live  in 
tolerable  harmony  together  in  the  same  house,  and  even 
under  the  authority  of  the  wife,  who  adopts  and  educates 
their  children ;  aod  lliese  children  inherit  from  the  father 
equally  with  her  own. 

I  have  been  the  less  resen  ed  in  what  I  have  said 
this  subject,  because  I  was  willing  to  convey  an  impartial 
Idea  of  some  thingis  in  China  which,  to  our  local  vanity  and 
prejudice^  appear  monstrous  or  incredible.  Nor  was  I  sorry 
to  have  this  opportunity  of  remarking  how  little  ri^t  we  have 
to  despise  and  ridicule  otlicr  nations  on  the  mere  account  of 
their  differing  from  us  in  little  points  of  manners  and  dress, 
as  we  can  very  nearly  match  them  with  similar  fidlies  and  ab- 
surdities of  our  own* 

Religion. 

Tub  project  of  an  alliance  between  church* and  state  does 
not  seem  to  have  entered  into  the  contemplation  oC  the  po» 
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liticians  of  China.  IVilinps  the  pride  of  tlespoiisni  dis- 
dained the  support  of  rehgion,  or  tlie  wisdom  of  govcniinent 
rendered  tiiu  aiil  of  super&Lition  unnecessary.  Tlie  Kuropeans, 
M'ho  fn*st  visited  the  country',  wcro  astonished  to  find  a  ge- 
neral t(jloration  of  rclrgions  noisliip  and  opinions  prevail; 
and  to  observe  Lamas  and  Bonzes,  Persee«;,  .](;\vs  und  Ma- 
hometans living  toj;elher  in  peace,  and  believing,  as  they 
pleased,  without  molestation  ;  a  state  of  society,  as  yet  nn« 
common  in  Kiirope,  and,  at  tliat  time,  little  exjx  c n  d  lo  he 
found  in  Asia.  It  is  therefore  not  inipi'oi)a!)!e  tliat  Chri-,- 
tians  would  havt'  enjoyed  the  same  indulgence,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  j  ashness  of  their  missionaries.  'J'hc  pious  zeal 
of  these  gooil  fathers  oiitran  their  discretion  ;  and  they 
seemed  desirous  of  anticipating  the  promised  call  of  the  (Jen- 
tiles,  without  patiently  waiting  for  the  day  of  the  Lord.  *j'he 
jealousy  of  the  state  was  naturally  alarmed,  and  measures 
were  adopted  to  repress  an  innovation  which,  if  not  regulated, 
mig^t  soon  become  dangerous ;  but  if  it  were  found  innocent, 
might  be  afVenvards  allowed :  and  now,  notwithstanding  the 
disturbances  at  different  tiroes,  occasioned  by  their  apostolic 
labors,  and  the  persecutions,  as  they  arc  fond  of  terming 
them,  which  have  raged  against  the  Christians  in  China; 
they  are  neither  forbidden  the  profession  nor  restrained  in  thei; 
exercise  of  their  religion  at  Pekin,  where  the  steeples  of 
Christian  churches  and  the  pinnacles  of  Pagan  pagodas  are 
to  be  seen  rising  in  the  same  ci^.  They  enjoy  a  perfect  per- 
sonal toleralion,  and  are  capable  of  holding  offices  in  the  state. 
Nothing  more  is  required  of  them  than  not  to  interrupt  the 
public  tranquillity  by  working  at  conTUsions,  and  fishing  for 
proselytes*   In  these  regulations  they  now  apparently  ac- 
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ifuiesci^  9bA  conduct  themsdm,  I  beUeve,  with  much  more 
prudence  and  drcumspection  than  thnr  predecessors;  but 
they  never  lose  si^t  of  their  vocation :  they  are  silently  but 
unceasingly  employed  in  raising  recruits  for  the  church,  and 
adding  to  the  number  of  the  elect.  Some  few  of  their  neo- 
phytes may  perhaps  be  adult  persons ;  but  the  greater  part  are 
foundlings,  saved  by  them  from  perishing,  or  children  pur* 
chased  from  indigent  parents.  To  aid  them  in  their  pious 
labors,  they  send  some  of  the  most  promising  of  these  youths 
to  be  educated  in  the  Chinese  community  at  Naples,  whq^ 
.Id  their  return,  are  usually  commissioned  Into  the  distant  pro* 
vinoes.  Ihose  of  them,  whom  I  had  occasion  to  know  the- 
best,  appeared  to  be  persons  of  acute  undeistandiogs,  of 
gentle  manners  and  sincere  piety ;  sealoos  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  their  faith,  but  possessing  little  eneigy  or  powers  oC 
peisuasion. 

Although  it  is  affirmed  that  there  are  at  present  about 
one  hundred  and  My  thousand  Christiatts  in  Cliina»  the 
number,  at  the  same  time,  is  confessed  to  be  much  smaller 
than  it  was  a  century  or  two  ago;  but  I  modi  qvestioa 
whether  many  of  those,  who  were  then  called  Christians, 
could  fairly  come  under  that  description.  The  first  evange*^ 
ileal  adventurers  there  liighly  magnified  their  own  merits,, 
and  the  success  of  tlieir  labors.  They  indiscriminately  ho- 
nored >vith  the  name  of  Ciiristian  every  peraon  whom  they 
baptized;,  and  the  outward  and  visible  sign  was  rated  as* 
equivalent  to  an  inward  conviction;  and  this,  I  belie ve»  has- 
been  pretty  much  the  real  history  of  most  of  the  other.- 
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Orieatal  missions,  which  we  read  such  exaggerated  accounts 
in  the  Leitres  Edijutniet"  and  other  Jesuitical  publicai- 
tions.  There  appear  to  be  indeed  several  unfavorable  cir* 
cuinstances  to  the  i-apid  growth  of  Christianity  in  China.  It 
is  attended  with  no  worldly  advaDt<nge  to  the  pfofessor,  and 
a  Chinese  is  more  likely  to  be  allured  by  an  immediate 
tlu)ugh  transitory  booefit^  than  by  a  distant  reversion,  how- 
ever valuable  and  lasting.  Tlie  prohibition  or  restriction  of 
sensual  gratifications  in  a  despotic  counlry,  where  there  are 
so  few  others,  is  difficult  to  be  relished.  Confession  is  rc- 
pugiiaiil  to  the  close  and  suspicious  character  of  the  nation, 
and  penance  would  but  atrgra\  ale  the  misery  of  him,  whose 
inheritance  is  his  labor,  and  i)ovcrty  his  punishment.  Against 
it  also  is  the  state  of  society  in  China,  which  exchidcs  wo- 
men from  their  proj)er  share  of  influence  and  iin])(;rtance. 
A  rclifrion  which  requires  that  women  should  at  stated  times  ' 
couununicate  to  priests  in  private  their  tlu)uglits  and  actions, 
must  be  particularly  disgusting  to  a  Ciiincse  inisband,  who 
had  not  himsclt  been  sutlcred  to  see  liis  wite  till  the  day  of 
his  marria£?e,  and  who  but  seldom  suffers  her  afterwards  to 
see  even  her  ncnr  relations  of  another  sex.  A  religion  like 
that  of  Mahomet  can  only  be  extended  l)y  violence  and 
terror ;  for  tlic  natund  stubbornness  of  men  does  not  readily 
give  way  to  novel  im))rc.ssions  ;  but  ihc  mild  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  is  most  readily  infused  through  the  means  of  gentle- 
ness, persuasion,  and  imperceptible  perseverance.  These 
are  the  proper  instruments  of  conversion,  and  peculiarly 
belong  to  the  fair  sex,  whose  eloquence,  on  such  occasions, 
^ves  charms  to  devotion  and  ornaments  to  truth.  The 
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cftriieit  of  Cfaristiaoitjr  received  no  maSi  support  htm 
feitiale  agency  and  example ;  and  Ibr  what  diow  of  religion 
•till  appears  in  our  churches,  we  are  sorely  not  a  little  ia* 
debted  to  the  piety  and  attendance  of  the  women. 

The  missionaries  at  Pekin,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  of  the  youngest,  ap|>ear  perfectly  reconciled  to  their 
situation,  and  to  live  as  contentedly  and  happily  as  they 
probably  would  do  in  any  other  place.  Among  them  die 
Italians  and  French  are  best  informed,  the  most  learned, 
and  the  most  liberal  in  their  sentiments ;  but  their  coadju- 
tors the  Portuguese  still  retain  a  omMderable  share  of  ancient 
bigotry  and  rancor.  They  all  wear  the  ChmeBe  dress,  ac- 
quire the  language  of  the  country,  and,  in  outward  appear- 
ance, are  scarcely-  to  be  distinguidied  from  the  other 
tnhalntaoti. 

I  come  DOW  to  say  a  few  words  concerning  the  profane 
religions  that  are  current  in  China.  As  far  as  I  could  obsen-e 
none  of  them  have  much  influence  on  the  conduct  of  those 
who  profess  Uiem;  whatever  difference  may  be  in  the  dogma, 
the  morality  is  pretty  nearly  the  same,  and  the  practice  of 
the  same  social  duties  approved  and  recommended;  but 
mei^s  virtues  do  not  always  depend  on  their  Aeolo^cal 
notions ;  and  the  sinnen  of  one  sect  are,  I  believe,  seldom 
less  numerous  Chan  those  of  another. 

.   There  is  properly  no  established  religion  in  Chma^  none  to 
wUch  any  monopoly  of  particular  privileges  is  attadied ;  none 
that  excludes  the  pn^sois  of  another  tntm  office  and  com- 
▼OL.  II.  3  k 
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mand.  The  employments  of  the  state  are  open  to  nil  sub- 
jects, whether  they  piuy  in  a  niiao  or  a  pagoda.  Of  those 
deputed  by  the  emperor  to  iitt(  nd  my  embassy,  the  legate 
followed  the  doctriae  of  the  Lamas,  Van-ta-gin  was  a  dis- 
ciple of  the  Bonzes,  and  Chou-ta^m  a  Confuciontst ;  and 
all  three  were  joined  tog^her  in  the  same  commission. 

The  Tartars  for  tlic  most  part  profess  the  court  religion, 
which  is  the  worship  of  fb,  according  to  tlie  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  the  grand  Delai-Lama,  tiic  pope  or  patnarch  of 
Lessa  in  Thibet,  of  whom  so  many  fables  have  been  related, 
and  sometimes  credited  in  Europe.  From  the  most  correct 
accounts  of  Mm  it  appears  that  he  is  a  kind  of  ecclesiastical 
sovereign,  under  the  direction  of  a  regency,  whose  dominions 
are  in  themselves  very  considemble ;  but  whose  spiritual 
jurisdiction  stretches  from  the  shores  of  the  Caspian  to  the 
sea  of  Kamschatka,  and  from  the  mountains  of  Boutan 
to  the  Frozen  Ocean,  an  extent  of  belief  not  inferior  to  that  of 
Islam  ism  or  Christianity,  and  hitherto  as  flourishing  as  either. 
The  emperor  Kien-Lung,  as  I  have  observed  in  my  journal, 
is  not  only  firmly  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  this  rcVifrion, 
but,  from  the  unexampled  success  of  all  his  undertakings 
during  a  fifty  years'  reign,  seriously  entertains  an  idea  that 
his  progenitor,  the  great  Fo  himself,  has  condescended  to 
l)ecome  incarnate  in  his  pei-son,  and  actually  at  this  moment 
to  animate  bis  imperial  body. 

However  wild  and  extravagant  such  a  conceit  mav  be  re- 
garded, we  ifiuow  from  history  how  much  even  the  best  un- 
derstandings   may  be  perverted  by  prosperity,    and.  thai 
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human  natnrey  not  satisfied  with  the  good  thin^  of  this  world* 
soinetirnes  wishes  to  antici])ate  the  condition  and  felicity  of 

the  next.  If  Alexander  scorned  to  have  less  than  Jnpitcr 
Amnion  for  his  father:  if  many  Roman  emperors  extorted 
altars  and  sacrifircs  in  their  life-time  ;  if  even,  in  tiie  rei2;ii 
of  (piecn  Elizabeth,  an  Kn2;U8h  nobleman  encourasr(»d  th(» 
\jc\ici'  of  his  descent  from  a  swan,  and  was  complimcuLcd  in 
a  dediration  *  upon  his  feathered  |>ediajree,  a  similar  infatua- 
tion mav  be  the  less  inexcusable  in  hicji-J.imgt  a  monarch, 
the  length  and  happiness  ol  whose  reign,  tlic  unlimited  obe- 
dience of  whose  incalculable  subjects,  and  the  liealth  and  vi- 
(Tor  of  wliose  body  have  hitherto  kepi  out  of  his  view  most  of 
those  circumstances  that  are  apt  to  remind  other  men  of  their 
misery  and  mortality.  At  all  events,  he  is  a  most  scrupulous 
practitioner  of  every  form  of  the  Lama  religion  :  and  the  nu- 
merous and  superb  convents  and  temples,  which  he  has  erected 
at  Gehol,  the  fust  in  the  world  for  costliness  and  grandeur, 
are  incontestible  evidences  of  the  sincerity  of  his  faith,  and  the 
fervor  of  his  piety.  The  mass  of  the  people  in  China  are 
gross  idolaters,  and  also  worship  a  deity  by  the  name  of  Fo  ; 
hut  he  is  understood  to  be  by  them  a  ditfercnt  personage  from 
the  Fo  of  the  court,  although  he  is  reported  to  have  come 
from  the  westward,  as  well  as  his  namesake,  and  to  have 
preached  his  revelation  at  a  very  remote  period  of  time,  long 
before  the  Christian  era.  The  miaos  or  temples  dedicated 
to  this  mode  of  religion,  and  the  confraternities  of  Bonzes 
and  Bonzesses  who  administer  it,  ace  prodigiously  numerous 

*  Sec  note  xelsuive  to  Suffiwd  duke  of  Backingham  ia  Stiakespeat's  Uenxj  VIII. 
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ill  all  parts  of  China.  The  vulgar,  as  clse'.vhere,  ar(  in  ge- 
neral excessively  superstitious.  They  are  strict  r  bsi  n  <  rs  of 
lucky  and  unlucky  days;  and  many  of  them,  like  then-  bet- 
ters, are  dabblers  in  chiromancy,  divination,  and  astrology. 
In  the  course  of  my  journal  I  have  had  occasion  to  notice 
the  striking  resemblance  between  the  trumpery  of  Chinese 
woi.^liip  and  Uie  apparatus  of  the  church  ol  Home.  In  se- 
veral of  the  miaos  and  pagodas  there  is  a  recess  or  alcove 
carefully  concealed  by  a  close  curtain,  the  rcmovai  ol  w  Inch 
discovers  the  image  of  a  beautiful  woman  with  a  crown  upon 
lier  head,  surrounded  by  a  glory,  and  two  little  boys  sitting 
at  her  feet ;  the  wliole  seeming  like  a  jituudy  u|x>n  popery, 
or  a  typification  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  our  infant  Saviour,  and 
the  youni^  Kvangelist  St.  John,  i  hc  female  figure  called 
the  mother  or  parent  of  the  gods,  and  is  therefore  sometimes 
represented  wiili  a  number  of  armb  branchini;  from  her 
shoulders,  each  furnished  with  some  characteristical  emblem, 
a  sword,  a  spear,  a  sickle,  a  sheaf  of  corn,  Sec.  A  thousand 
legends  are  related  and  implicitlj  believed  of  this  lady 
and  her  children,  which  are  said  to  originate  in  very 
liigb  antiquity,  probably  coeval  with  the  Cjbele  of  the 
Greeks  and  the  Isis  of  Egypt.  Nevertheless  among  all  these 
absurdities  and  oontradictions  the  Chinese,  like  the  In* 
iiaiUf  have  a  conftised  idea  of  a  unity  in  the  Godhead, 
and  both  equally  pretend  that  though  Fo  and  Bcamba  are 
supposed  to  split  themselves  into  a  number  of  divinities, 
who  are  gaiBed  the  God  of  the  Sea,  the  God  of  the  Mottn« 
tains,  the  Goddess  of  Pleasure,  the  Goddess  of  Plenty,  &c. 
Jptt  that  these  are  mdiety  paits  or  emanations  of  one  ooly  sur 
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preiiic  God  over  all,  wliose  providence  divides  itself  into  se- 
parate functions  for  the  better  goverameiit  aud  instruction 
of  tills  sublunary  world. 

The  higher  ranks  of  the  Chinese  and  those  of  good  educa- 
tion are  many  of  them  what  in  England  we  courteously  call 
free  thinkers  aud  philosophers,  the  rest  arc  mostly  disciples  of 
Confucius,  of  whom  there  are  two  sects.  Tfie  one  consider 
their  founder  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  wisdom  aud  cha- 
rity, endowed  with  talents  and  virtues  much  superior  to  the 
age  he  lived  in.  Tliey  venerate  his  name,  sing  his  praises 
at  their  feasts,  and  drink  bumpers  to  his  memory,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  whigs  of  Ireland  do  in  honor  of  the  glorious. 
King  William.  But  among  the  other  Confucionists,  this* 
grateful  recollection  has  degenerated  into  a  corrupt  supersti- 
tion ;  the  toast  has  clianged  into  a  libation,  and  what  ori- 
ginalijr  expressed  a  tribute  to  deceased  merit  is  become  a  miX'* 
tare  of  sanctiiied  ceremony  and  conviyial  abuse.  Even  here 
the  perveisioa  did  not  »top.  Sacrifices  were  added,  and 
sheep  and  oxen  are  now  immolated  to  the  manes  of  Coofiidus. 
These  rites  are  celebrated  at  stated  times,  and  every  person 
who  presents  the  offering  acts  as  liierophant  himself ;  for  t^is- 
sect  of  enthusiasts,  like  the  Quakers  among  ourselves^  hasv 
always  k^pt  dear  of  an  exclusive  priesthood. 

Although  I  bare  only  mentioned  the  religions  most  pre- 
valent, I  must  not  omit  that  sevei'al  Jews  and  Mahometan^ 
are  to  be  found  in  China;  but  their  number  is  not  ooosider- 
able,  and  they  are  mdting  fest  into  the  common  mass.  We- 
have  been  tddtliat  the  Arabs  or  Muaselmans  came  i^to  the^ 
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coiiuU'V  at  a  pciiod  so  rarly  as  tlio  ninth  ccnturv.  'Flic  .Ifws 
can  hoavt  of  a  niiicli  lii^licr  di  igui,  and  arc  prelcnticd  to  be 
a  remnant  ot  the  captivity.  I  luivc  particularly  noticed  the 
case  of  these  nations,  in  order  to  show  tliat  the  Chinese  arc 
not  intolerant  of  any  reliijion,  from  wliicli  no  danger  is  ap- 
prehended; as  Avcll  as  to  disprove  a  conmitiii  opinion  preva- 
lent in  Eiuope  that,  by  the  antient  laws  ol"  the  empire, 
forcisners  were  not  allowed  to  settle  there.  This  notion 
Avas  oiii^iaally  insinuated  by  tJje  Jesuits,  witli  an  exception 
as  to  themselves,  and  more  pai  ljcularly  disseminated  by  the 
Portuguese,  but  it  is,  in  a  great  measure,  erroneous.  The 
J\m(hiincntal  caution  and  circumspection  of  tlie  government, 
which  is  awake  to  the  slightest  alarm,  and  pcrliaps  not 
grouudlessly  jealous  of  European  eoterprise»  naturally  keep 
tbeni  on  flieir  guard,  and  prevent  them  from  being  quite  so 
jprone  to  encourage  strangers,  as  many  other  nations  are. 
The  immense  population  of  the  country  renders  such  re- 
cruits unnecessary ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  their  policy  in  this 
jespcct  goes  beyond  its  mark. 

Lay  Europeans  as  well  as  missionaries*  assuming  the 
jdress  and  manners  of  the  Chinese,  and  desirous  of  entering  . 
into  the  emperor^s  service  at  Pekin,  would,  I  bdiere,  be  re- 
ceived and  naturalized  without  much  difficulty.  Tliey  might 
^establish  and  propagate  themselves  there  like  Jews  and 
Mahometans,  and  be  christened  or  drcumdsed  as  they 
liked,  witlKHit  any  notice  of  such  practices  by  the  magbtrate 
•or  any  malediction  of  their  neighbors.   I  saw  nothing  at 
£auton  to  kinder  any  Englishman,  who  would  wear  the 
■Cliincse  haJsit,  and  speak  the  Chinese  langudge,  &om  becom- 
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ing  011c  of  themselves  if  he  chose  it,  and  of  becoming  even  a 
Hong  merchant  if  possessed  of  a  sufficient  stock  of  money 
and  address.  It  is  true,  he  could  not  easily  quit  tlie  country 
and  return  home  without  a  particular  permission.  Several 
missionaries  however  liave  found  the  means  of  procuring  it, 
and  are  now  actually  resident  in  Europe.  But  whilst  we  are 
startled  with  such  difficulties  in  China,  how  can  we  forget  . 
tliat»  at  this  hour,  no  person  whatever  can  depart  from- 
Russia  without  a  formal  passport  from  the  chancery  ?  An 
attempt  to  escape  Snm  such  a  resthctioD  would  be  highly 
criminal,  and  incur  a  most  rigorous  punishment.  Ever/ 
foreigner  wliatsoevcr,  even  the  most  respectable  English 
merchant  at  St.  Petersburgfa,  is  subject  to  this  regulatioiiy. 
as  much  as  the  meanest  peasant  in  the  empire. 

Tlie  missionaries  remaining  at  Pekin  are  considered  upon  the- 
same  footing  as,  or  perhaps,  in  some  respects,  a  better  than  the 
other  subjects  of  their  rank,  in  the  immediate  service  of  the 
court.  Some  of  them  have  been  honored  by  the  Sorerei^ 
with  particular  marks  of  distinction  and  favor;  and  if  the 
indispensable  celibacy  of  their  order  had  not  prevented 
them  from  contracting  matrimonial  engagements^  we  might 
possibly  have  now  found  several  of  their  posterity  possessing 
high  offices*  and  yet  retaining  their  religion.  It -was  for* 
merTy  a  part  of  their  institotion  to  keep'  at  a  distaoee,  aa 
much  as  they  could-,  all  Europeans-  who  were  not  closely 
connectied'  with,  or  entirdy  dependent  upon„  the'  missions ; 
and  the  Portuguese  Jesuits  who  remain  alive  still  adhere  to* 
this  maxim;  but  since  the  abolitioQ  of  their  society  a* gieal^ 
chao^'has  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  and-poliay  0^  th«» 
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X)iheT  missionaries^  and,  I  believe,  most  of  them  are  now  of 
opinion  that  an  tinqyalified  admission  of  Europeans  into 
China  would  be  ratlier  favorable  to  tbelr  interests  than  pre- 
judicial to  their  views. 

I  should  not  omit  that  the  different  mtaaions  possess,  beside 
their  churches  and  communities,  several  shops  and  houses 

in  the  city  of  Pckin,  which  they  let  out  to  the  natives,  and 
receive  a  handsome  rent  from  them.  They  ha\e  also  villas 
and  viiicynrds  in  the  country  to  rcliio  to  for  health  and 
devotion.  The  iVencli  .Icsuits  roiineiij  liad  a  very  large 
estate  tlicre :  but  it  was  tlissi[)atrd  on  the  dissolution  of 
their  society,  and  only  a  very  small  part  of  it  now  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  order  of  St.  Lazarus.  'J'hc  revenue  of 
the  two  PorUigucse  seminaries  at  Pekin  amounts  to  1?,000 
taels,  or  4,000/.  a-ycar.  That  of  the  consTcgatlou  Dc  tropa- 
ganda  I'idc  is  very  trifling,  and  the  deficiencies  are  chiefly 
supplied  from  Rome.  The  French  Missions  Etrangeresj  whicii 
arc  a  distmct  l)ody  from  the  Lazarists,  and  have  their  par- 
ticular establishnicnt  in  China,  were  maintained  by  their 
enprriors  at  Paris,  before  the  late  subversion,  but  since 
that  event  they  are  lett  ia  a  most  deplorable  situation. 

In  speuking  of  the  religions  of  tiie  Chinese  I  ought  to  have 
mentioned  the  Tao-tses  or  immortals,  who  are  tlie  most 
ancient  of  all  the  superstitions,  being,  as  is  pretended,  some 
thousand  years  antecedent  to  the  vevdation  of  Fo;  but  as 
they  arc  not  at  present  very  numerous,  it  was  the  leas  neces* 
sary  to  be  particular  on  ttheir  subject  Por  the  same  reason 
I  have-not  noticed  the  Yaiious  subdivinons  of  the  o|her 
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religions  wliicli  arc,  from  time  to  time,  branching  into  new- 
sects  and  Iratcnulics,  hkc  the  Metliodists,  Seccders,  S\fedcil- 
bui^liem,  Moravians,  aod  Muggletouians  iu  £nglaad. 

Governmeni,  Justice,  and  "Property. ' 

The  ancient  constitution  of  Chioa  differed  essentially  from 
the  present.  Although  the  emperor  was  in  truth  despotic, 
and  decorated  with  all  tlie  titles  and  epithets  of  Oriental 
hyperbole,  the  power  and  administration  of  the  state  resided 
in  the  great  councils  or  tribunals,  whose  fuDCtioQS  were  not 
to  be  violated  or  disturbed  by  court  intrigue  or  ministerial 
taprice.  It  was  a  goveniraent  by  law,  and  when  attempts 
were  made  by  theii  princes  to  render  it  otherwise,  as  often 
happened,  rebellion  was  the  consequence  and  expulsion  the 
penalty.  Hence,  according  to  history,  the  regular  succession 
of  the  crown  was  many  times  broken  through,  new  sove- 
reigns elected,  and  the  former  constitution  restored.  The 
present  family  on  the  throne  is  the  twenty-second  distinct 
dynasty,  whose  hands  have  swayed  the  sceptre  of  China. 
The  gof^mment,  as  it  now  stands,  is  properly  the  tyranny 
of  a  handful  of  Tartars  over  more  than  tbiee  hundred  mil- 
lions of  Chinese. 

An  uninterrupted  succession  of  four  empcrors»  all  en- 
dowed \V'itli  excellent  midcrstandings,  uncommon  vigor  of 
mind  «od  decision  of  character,  has  hitherto  obviated  the 
danger  <tr  such  an  cnonnous  disproportion,  and  not  only 
maintained  itself  on  tlic  throne,  but  enlarged  its  dominions 
to  a  prodigious  extent. 

VOL.  ij.  T. 
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,  Vaciotis  causes  have  c()ntiil>uted  to  tliU  wonderfal  plicno 
menon  in  the  political  Mrorld.  M-lien  .the  Tartars  entered 
Cliina  a  century  and  a  half  ago,  the  country  had  long  lan- 
guished under  a  weak  adniioistratioQ»  had  been  deadated  by 
dvil  wars  and  rel^ellioos,  and  was  then  disputed  by  several 
unworthy  competitors.  The  Tartars  availing  themselves  of 
tjiese  circumslauces,  at  first  took  part  as  Boxiliaries  in  favor 
of  one  of  the  candidates,  but  tliey  soon  became  principals ; 
and,  at  last,  by  valor  and  perseverance,  surmounted  every 
obstacle  to  th«ir  own  establishment.  The  spirit  of  the 
Chinese  was  now  effectually  subdued  by  the  weight  of 
calamity  ;  they  were  wearied  with  contending  for  a  mere 
choice  of  tyrants^  among  themselves,  and  the  less  reluctantly 
suhjmitted  to  a  foreign  usurpation.  The  conquerors,  how« 
erer  terrible  in  arms  and  ferocious  in  their  manners,  were 
conducted  by  a  leader  of  a  calm  judgment  as  well  as  of  a 
resolute  mind,  who  tempered  the  despotism  be  introduced 
with  so  much  prudence  und  policy,  that  it  scciiiclI  j)ieferable 
to  the  other  evils  which  they  had  so  recently  groanrd  htkIoi-. 
A  state  of  tranquil  subjection  succeeded  for  some  uiav  to 
the  turbulence  and  horrors  of  a  doubttul  hostility  ;  the 
goveruineiit,  though  absolute,  was  at  least  methodical  and 
reguhir;  it  menaced  but  did  not  injure;  the  blow  might  be 
dreaded,  but  it  seldom  was  felt 

Chinese  preceptors,  of  the  highest  reputation  for  learning 
and  virtue,  were  appointed  to  conduct  the  education  and 
'ostnictioift  of  the  young  Tartar  princes,  from  whom  "svcre  to 
ipiing  the  future  sovereigns  of  the  empire.    The  Chinese 
^guagc   was  piesenred  as  the  language  of  the  state,  the 
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liii^hest  veneration  was  affected  for  the  ancient  institutes  and 
laws ;  the  established  forms  of  otiice  and  pas5cantry  of  ad- 
iniiiistration  were  retained,  and  the  extenial  manners  and 
dej)()rtn)cnt  of  the  vanquished  were  assumed  bv  the  victors. 
All  these  contributed  at  hist  to  impose  upon  the  people, 
and  to  reconcile  many  of  them  t<  >  t  lio  new  government.  From 
hence  has  arisen  a  vulgar  mistake,  that  the  'J'artars  had 
indiscriminately  and  sincerely  a<loptcd  all  the  Djaxims, 
principles,  and  customs  of  the  Chinese  ;  and  that  the  two 
nations  were  now  perfectly  amalgamated  and  inr<jiY>oiated 
together.  So  far  as  respects  the  habit  and  head-dress,  they 
arc  certainly  assimilated ;  but  it  is  not  the  Tartar  vho  has 
conformed  to  the  Chinese  costume^  but  the  Chinese  wlio  has 
becQ  obliged  to  imitate  the  Tartar.  Tiie  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  each  cottthme  nndianged,  and  thar  dUferent  situ- 
ations and  intrinsic  sentiments  cannot  be  concealed  under 
any  disguise.  Superioritj  animates  the  one,  depression  is 
felt  hy  the  other.  Most  of  our  books  confound  them  toge- 
ther, and  talk  of  them,  as  if  they  made  only  one  nation, 
under  the  general  name  of  China ;  but  whatever  m^ht  be 
concluded  frcnn  any  outward  appearances,  the  real  distinc- 
tion is  never  forgotten  by  the  sovereign,  who,  thougli  he 
pretends  to  be  perfectly  impartial,  conducts  himself  at  bot- 
tom by  a  systematic  nationality,  and  never  for  a  moment 
loses  sight  of  the  cmdle  of  bis  power.  The  science  of  go- 
vernment, in  the  Eattem  worlds  is  undeistood  by  those  who 
govern  very  differently  firom  what  it  is  in  the  ffettem.  IVhea 
the  succession  of  a  contested  kingdom  in  Europe  is  once 
ascertained,  whether  by  violence  or  compromise,  the  natioa 
retun»  to  its  pristine  regularity  and  composure ;  it  matters 
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little  whether  a  Bourbon  or  an  Austrian  fills  the  throne  of 
Kaples  or  of  S]>aiii,  because  the  sovereign,  whoever  he  be^ 
then  becomes  to  all  intents  and  purpoi^es  a  Spaniard  or  Nea- 
politan, and  his  descendants  continue  so  with  accelerated' 
velocity.  George  the  First  and  George  the  Second  ceased 
to  be  foreigners  from  the  moment  our  sceptre  vras  fixed  in 
their  hands ;  his  present  majesty  is  as  much  an  Englishman- 
as  king  Alfred  or  king  Edgar,  and  governs  his  people  not  by 
Teutonic  but  by  Enf^bh  laws.  The  policy  of  Asia  is  totally 
opposite,  lliere  the  prince  rc^rds  the  place  of  his  nativity 
>  as  an  accident  of  mere  indificrenoe.  If  liie  parent-root  be 
good,  he  thinks  it  will  flourish  in  every  soil,  and,  perhaps,, 
acquire  fresh  vigor  from  transplantation.  It  is  not  locality 
but  his  own  cast  and  &mily :  it  is  not  the  country  where  he- 
drew  his  breath,  but  the  blood  from  which  he  sprung;  it  is^ 
not  the  spenery  of  the  theatre,  but  the  spirit  of  x\\e  drama, 
that  engages  his  attention  and  occupies  his  thought^.  A 
aeries  of  two  hundred  years,  in  the  succession  of  eigiit  or  ten 
mooarclis,  did  not  change  the  Mogul  into  a  Hindoo,  nor  has 
a  century  and  a  half  made  Kien-Lung  a  Chinese.  He  re- 
mains at  this  hour,  in  all  his  maxima  of  policy,  as  true  a: 
IWtar  as  any  of  his  ancestors. 

The  vJceroya  of  the  provtnees,  the  connnailders  of  the  armies, 

the  great  oflficers  of  state  are  almost  all  TarUrs.  The  detail 
of  business  indeed,  and  the  laborious  departments,  are  chiefly 
carried  on        the  Chinese,  as  being  more  regularly  educated, 
">ore  learned^  and  more  patient  than  the  Tartars,  who,  in  ge» 
neraJ,  have  a  different  turn,  and  prefer  active  military  duty 
«  tranqua  or  sedeutarj^  occupations.  In  all  the  tribonals  of: 
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justice  and  finance,  in  aU  tlie  courts  of  chnl  or  nulitarj  admi- 
nisiiation»  an  equal  number  c$  Tiftar  aaeeason  Is  indispen- 
9ul>iy  necessary  to  be  present,  in  older  to-  watch  over  and 
control  the  others.  A  Chinese  may  preiide  at  the  board, 
and  prouoiincc  the  opinion^  but  the  prompter  and  manager 
is  u  Tartar  who  dir^ts  and  governs  the  performers.  These 
regulations  and  precautions  sufficiently  disclose  the  sovereign's 
real  opijaion  of  bis  tenure  of  the  empire,  and  how  UtUe  he  de- 
pends upon  the  afiectionand  loyalty  of  his  Cliinese  sufcyects. 
The  government  of  ChiRa,  as  now  instituted,  may  not  inaptly 
be  compared  to  Astley's  amphitheatre,  where  a  single  jockey 
ri<lcs  a  number  of  horses  at  once,  who  are  so  nicely  bitted 
arxl  dressed  that  [ic  can  impel  them  with  a  whisper,  or  stop 
then)  with  a  hair ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  knows  the 
c*otii>c'quence  ol  mismanagement  or  neglect,  and  that  if  they 
are  not  properly  matched,  curried  and  fed,  patted  and 
stroked,  some  of  tliem  will  be  liable  to  run  out  of  the  circle, 
to  kick  at  their  keepei-s,  and  refuse  to  be  muuuled  any 
longer.  Considering  then  all  circumstances,  the  original  defect 
OJ  uiie  to  the  inheritance,  the  incessant  au.Niet.y  of  forcible 
possession,  the  odium  ot  a  foreign  yoke,  the  inevitable 
combats  of  passion  in  a  sovereign's  breast,  when  deceived  by 
artifice,  betrayed  by  perfidy,  or  provoked  by  rebellion,  the 
doubtful  and  intcicate  boundaries  of  reward  and  punishment, 
where  v^or  and  indul^nce  may  be  equally  misapplied,  the 
almost  incalculable  population,  the  immense  extent  of  domi- 
nion,, the  personal  exertions  requinte  in  war,  and  the  no  less 
difficult  talents  of  administration  in  peace — considering,  I 
say,  all  these  circumstances,  the  government  of  such  an  em-= 
12 ire  must  be  a  tasic  of  inconceivable  vigjUancc  and  toil  rand- 
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yet  it  is  a  task  that  has  hitherto  been  perfbnned  with  won-  . 
derful  ability  and  unparalleled  success.   That  such  singular 
BkiH  in  the  art  of  reigskig  should  have  been  uninterruptedly 
liaDsmitted  Uirough  a  succession  of  four  princes  for  up> 
ir«ids  of  ft  century  and  a  half  would  be  very  difficult  to 
•ceount  fiw,  if  we  did  not  constantly  bear  in  mind  a  funda- 
mental principle  t>f  the  state:  all  power  and  atttboritj  in 
China  derive  solely  from  the  sovereiim,  and  they  ore  not  only 
distributed  by  him  in  his  life  time,  but  attest  their  origin 
after  his  decease.    The  appointment  of  his  successor  is  ex- 
clusively vested  ill  him.    Without  regard  to  primo<^e7nturet 
without  the  fondness  of  a  jiarent,  without  the  partiality  of 
a  friend,  he  acts  on  this  oeeasion  as  the  father  of  the  siate, 
and  selects  the  person  of  his  lamily,  whom  lie  nuN^es  tlie  most 
worthy,  to  rt-plaee  him.    E\ery  choice  of  this  kind,  as  yet 
made  by,tlie  jireseni  dynasty,  has  been  unexeeptionahly  for- 
tunate.   Can II ^-f lift  proved  as  great  ii  prince  as  his  father  J 
long^chin  was  inl'erior  to  neither;  and  Kkn-lung  surpasses 
the  glory  of  all  his  predecessors.    Who  is  the  Atlas  destined 
by  him  to   bear  this  load  of  empire  when  he  dies  is  yet 
Unknown  ;  but  on  whatever  shoulders  it  may  fall,  another 
transniigmtion  of  P«  into  the  next  emperor  wSt  be  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  sustain  it  on  its  present  balance ;  for  al- 
though, within  the  serene  atmosphere  of  the  court,  every 
thing  wears  tlic  lace  of  happiness  and  applause,  yet  it  can- 
nof  be  concealed,  that  the  nation  in  general  is  far  from  being 
eav  or  contented.   The  frequent  insurrections  in  the  distant 
provinces  ore  unambiguous  oracles  of  the  real  sentiments  and 
^mper  of  tlie  people :  the  predominance  of  the  Tartars  and 
"»e  empemr*B  partiality  to  them  arc  the  common  subject  of 
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convenation  among  the  Chinese,  whenever  they  meet  togjt* 
Uier  in  private,  aad  the  canstant  theme  of  their  discourse. 

Tliere  are  certain  mvst^rious  societies  in  every  province  M'ho 
are  known  to  he  disaffected  ;  and  although  narroxrly  watched 
by  tlic  jTovcrnniciit,  thry  find  means  to  eUide'  its  vigilance, 
and  often  to  hold  secret  assemblies,  whrrc  they  revive  the 
iiK'TJiory  of  ancient  glory  and  indcpeBdence,  brood  over  re?- 
ccut  iujuries,  aud  meditate  revenge. 

Though  omch  ctrcamscribcd  in  the  course  of  our  travels, 
we  had  opportunities  of  observation  seldom  afforded  to 
others,  and  not  neglected  by  us.    The  genuine  character  of 

the  inhabitants,  and  the  effects  resulting  from  the  refined 
|K)lity  and  principles  of  the  government,  whicli  are  meant  to 
restrain  and  direct  them,  naturally  claiaicd  my  particular 
attention  and  incpiirv.  Tn  my  researches  I  often  perceived 
the  ground  to  be  holiow  under  a  vast  superstructure,  and  in 
trees  of  the  most  flourishing  aud  sUitcly  appearance  1  disco- 
vered symptoim  of  speedy  decay,  whilst  humbler  plants 
were  held  by  vigorous  roots,  and  mean  edifices  rested  on 
steady  foundations.  The  Cliinese  arc  now  recovering  from 
tht;  blows  that  had  stunned  them  ;  they  are  awaking  from 
the  pohtical  stupor  they  had  been  thrown  into  by  the  Tartar 
impression,  and  begin  to  feel  their  native  energies  revive.  A 
slight  coUision  might  elicit  fire  from  ihc  thnt,  and  spread 
flames  of  revolt  from  one  extremity  of  Ciiina  to  the  other. 
In  fact,  the  volume  of  the  empire  is  now  grown  too  ponder- 
ous aud  disproportionate  to  be  easily  grasped  by  a  single 
hand,^  it  ever  so  capacious  and  strong.  It  is  possible, 
Qotwithstaudiiig,  that  the  momentum  impressed  oa  the  J09r 
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chine  by  the  vigor  and  wisdom  of  the  present  emperor,  may 
keep  it  steady  and  entire  in  its  orbit  for  a  considerable  time 
longer;  but  1  should  not  be  surprised  if  its  dislocation  or 
disnieniberment  were  to  take  i)]acc  hct'orc  niy  own  dissolu- 
tion. \^"!icnpver  such  an  evpiif  happens,  it  will  probahly  Ix'. 
attPtuIrd  ^v!tb  all  the  horrors  and  atrocities  from  whicii  thev 
were  (U^JixeKtl  !  v  the  Tartar  domination;  but  nwn  are  apt 
lo  lost!  the  nuuiory  ol"  lornier  evils  under. the  pressure  of 
inuncdiate  sutlering;  and  what  can  be  expected  from  those 
who  arc  corrupted  by  servitude,  exasperated  by  despotism 
and  maddened  by  despair  ?  Their  condition,  however,  might 
then  become  still  worse  than  it  can  be  at  present  Like  the 
iddvc  who  tied  into  the  desert  from  his  chains,  and  was  de- 
voured by  the  lion,  they  may  ihaw  down  upon  themselves 
oppression  and  dest ruction  by  their  very  etl'ort  to  avoid  them 
inuy  be  poisoned  by  their  own  remedies,  and  be  buried  them- 
selves in  the  graves  which  tliey  dug  for  others.    A  sudden 

•  transition  from  slavery  to  freedom,  from  dependence  to  au- 
thority, can  seldom  be  iMjrnc  with  moderation  or  discretion. 
Every  change  in  tlie  state  of  man  ought  to  be  gentle  and 
gradual,  otherwise  it  is  commonly  dangerous  to  himself,  and 
intolerable  to  oUiers.   A  due  preparation  may  be  as  neces- 
saijr  for  liberty  as  for  inoculation  of  the  small-pox  which, 
like  liberty,  is  future  health,  bat  vitbont  due  prci)aration  is 
«Uniost  certain  destructian.  Thus  then  the  Chinese,  if  not 

^ctl  to  ejnanclpation  by  degrees,  but  let  loose  on  a  burst  of 

'  ixhifsiasni,    wouhl  prob«ibly  foil  into  all  the  excesses  of 
suffer  nil  the  paroxysms  of  madness,  and  be  found 

2^  vnsh  for  tbe  enjoyment  of  freedom  as  the  French  and  the 
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'  Justice,  In  the  knci^nt  accounts  of  China,  the  admiaigtra- 
tkm  of  its  justice,  tl^s  fttnet  impartiality  observed  in  rewarding 
deterl>  and  lii  ioflictiibg  punishment,  the  equal '  security 
afibrded  to  all  knen  by  the  laws,  ate  mentioned  in  such  high 
strains  oT  eulogy,  that  we  '&re  tempted  to  suppose  this  %vas 
the  spot  where  the  last  footsteps  of  Astfca  were  iniprinted. 
So  long  a  period  has  elapsed  ^intit  thit  tuA'e,  that  the  marks 
are  a  good  deal  eli^ced,  dnd  se^m  td  be;Veairihg  out  every 
day.  This  is  Hie  natural  oohsequcnce  of  a  convulsion  in  the 
ancient  government,  and  particularly  of  the  last  grand  revo- 
lution, when  it  could  scarcely  be  explected  that  the  balance 
of  jnsticc  should  be  held  with  an  equal  hand  between  the 
conquerors  and  the  conquered.  It  is,  however,  pretended 
by  many,  that  little  or  no  altfration  has  been  made  :  the 
common  modes  of  procedure  arc  continued  ;  the  nsual  for- 
mality in  the  pleadings  is  observed  ;  anti  the  same  solcnmity 
oi  decision  is  practised  fts  before;  but  the  consumption  of 
the  body  cannot  be  concealed  by  the  fullness  of  the  robe. 

IVIy  friend  Chou-ta-gin  (who,  as  civil  governor  of  a  city  ol' 
the  fii-st  rank  on  which  several  otheis  are  dependent,  has  a 
very  extensive  judicial  ranire  and  jurisdiction)  endeavored  to 
impress  me  with  an  idea  of  the  equity  and  regularity  of  the 
courts  where  he  presided  ;  and  as  I  entertain  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  him,  I  dare  say  that  feu  of  llie  others  are  heller 
ordered  or  more  pure;  but  it  escaped  from  him  in  conversation 
that  considerable  presents  were  often  made  by  the  suitor  to 
the  judge,  T  took  this  occasion  of  explaining  to  him  as  well 
as  I  could  the  nature  and  principles  of  our  jurisprudence  and 
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cstablishtiicats,  which  placed  the  dispensers  of  justice  above 
temptation  by  the  magnitude  of  their  sahuies,  and  therefore 
rendered  the  acceptance  of  presents  as   tiiiircessiiry  as  inj- 
proper.    To  tliis  he   answered,   tliat  tlu    i  ireumstancc  of 
presents  in  China  ought  not  to  be  misinterpreted,  and  that 
the  offerinc;  aiu!  receiving  them  formed  a  part  of  their  ceremo- 
nies, and  M  crc  an  eslabhshed  usage  from  which  no  nnscliief 
was  to  be  feared.    He  seemed  so  mucli  prejudiced  in  favor 
of  the  manners  of  his  country  in  this  instance,  and  so  little 
aware  of  what  tbey  must  lead  to»  that  he  further  informed 
me,  that  the  presents  on  these  occasions  were  always  pro- 
portioned to  the  opulence  of  the  donors,  and  to  the  rank  of 
the  persons  to  whom  they  were  made  ;  and  when  I  expressed 
my  suspicion  that  a  poor  man  who  had  little  to  give,  must 
run  a  bad  cliaoce  in  a  law-suit  with  a  rich  man  who  had 
much,  he  assured  me  that  perquisites  of  office  (as  these  things 
are  considered)  had  seldom  any  influence  on  the  determina- 
tion of  a  cause.   Peihaps»  he  did  not  wish  to  deceive  me ; 
for  there  are  some  favorite  points  on  which  men  are  oilen  apt 
to  deceive  themselves :  but  allowing  his  own  patticuhir  con- 
duct to  be  as  uneiceptionable  as  he  meant  me  to  believe  it, 
yet  I  have  strong  ground  to  suspect  the  general  course  of 
justice  to  be  very  much  otherwise;  and  that  this  practice  of 
present,  sanctioned  as  it  is  by  usage  and  authority,  is 
perverted  to  the  worst  purposes,  and  grown  into  an  intoTe- 
fable  abuse.   A  missionary,  indeed,  in  talking  to  me  once 
upon  this  subject,  seemed  to  apologize  fct  the  Chinese,  by 
saying,  that  they  give  and  receive  these  presents  rattier 
from  custom  and  fashion  than  from  bad  motives,  and  that 
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if  they  are  corrapt,  they  are  sa  without. being  awave  of  it. 
The  true  meaning  of  all  which  is  that,  through  an  appear- 
ance of  decency  and  gravity  of  proceeding,  justice  wears  a 
double  fece,  and  that  integrity  in  professed  though  bribery 
be  allowed :  another  person,  who  had  still  better  opportuni- 
ties  of  knowing  these  matters,  made  no  scruple  of  dashing 
out  to  me,  that  money  was  well  known  to  be  the  great  in^ 
strument  of  decision  in  their  courts,  which  generally  Ibund 
reason  in  the  bottom  of  the  longest  purse :  but  the  influence 
of  preliminary  presenilis  supposed  to  pre^'ail  also  in  the  other 
departments.  Ko  introduction  can  be  obtained,  no  busi- 
ness effected  without  it  A  refusal  would  be  considered  by 
the  suitor  as  an  unequivocal  mark  of  hostility.  This  in- 
famous system  is  universal  among  the  Orientals,  and  is,  I 
t  onccive,  a  principal  cause  of  their  decay  and  subversion. 
All  the  other  great  monarchies  of  the  east,  which  we  are 
acquainted  witli,  have  been  overturned  by  it,  one  after  ano- 
ther, and  it  will  probal)ly  some  day  have  its  share  in  the  ca- 
tastrophe of  Cliiria.  la  tlic  criminal  department  capital  pu- 
lubhmcnt  is  not  so  comprehensive  as  with  us.  Fine  and  im- 
prisonment, flagellation  and  exile  are  the  usual  inflictions, 
except  in  cases  of  blood,  which  admit  of  no  pardon  or  com- 
mutation. 

There  arc  six  modes  of  capital  pumshment. 

1.  Cutting  into  ten  thousand  pieces. 

2.  Cutting  into  eight  pieces,  or  what  is  called  double  quar- 
tering, both  of  which  operations  are  performed  upon  the  living 
subiect. 
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4.  Strangling,  which  a  the  least  iafamous  of  all,  hutex^ 
cessively  barbarous,  the  patient  being  nine  linies  drawn  up 
and  let  down,  the  cord  nipe  times  restricted  and  reiasedf 
before  the  final  suffocation. 

5.  Buming  with  groqa  faggots. 

6.  Beating  to  death  with  cudgels. 

The  sheriffs'  calendar  is  said, to  be  usually  very  large;  baf 
there  is  a  general  gaol  delireiy  once  in  every  year,  at  which 
fhe  prisoners  arc  either  punished  or  released,  unless  wbeic 
particular  circumstances  require  a  longer  detention. 

I  had  been  informed  that  a  delinquent  was  sometime  al-r 
lowed,  when  sentenced  to  be  banabooed,  to  hife  another 
person  to  uiiJeigo  the  punishment  in  ho  place  ;  but  the  hpt 
'  was  strongly  denied.  Nether  did  I  find  it  now  to  betnie» 
though  pos^bly  it  may  Itefe  been  ao  iit  former  times,  that  a 
■onmigtit  aiifastitalehimsdf  for  his  fiUfaeift  punishment. 

The  order  and  adnunistrutjon  of  the  gaols  are  suni  to  be  re- 
markably good  ;  the  debtx)r  and  thefdou  arc  confined  in  sc- 
psrate  places^  and  not  permitted  to  approach  each  other. 
3Tjis  is  an  excdknt  regulation;  k  sceras-  equally  impolitic 
*Pd' immoral  to  associate  guilt  with  imprudence,  ;ind  con- 
^nd  wickedness  and  misfortune  by  promiscuous  iuiprisuu- 
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meat*  By  tbe  laws  of  Chioa  the  case  of  a  debtor  is*  in  otlier 
respects*  estiemelj  crud.  Altbuugh  he  should  resign  erery 
^rthing  of  his  property,  yet  if  it  be  inBufficient  to  disGhai^' 
the  whok  of  his  debt,  and  his  relations  cannot  or  will  not 
make  up  the  deSciency,  he  is-condemned  to  wear  a  neck  yoke 
in  publio  for  a  certain  period.  If  his  insolvency  be  incurred^ 
by  gauiing,  be  i»  liable  besides  to  a  corpoml  punishnicnt. 

A  man  may  seU  himself  in  some  cases,  as,  for  instance,  to 
dischaige  a  debt  to  the  crown,  or  to  procure  money  foir  ena- 
bfoighim  to  bury  his  father,  but,  if  he  behaves  himself  well 
daring  bis  servitude,  he  is  entitled  to  his  liberty  at  the  end 
of  twenty,  years ;  if  otherwise  he  continues-  a  dave  for  lifo, 
afad  hii  childten  also  if  he  had  included' them  in  the  original 
agreeDKnt,  The  empoiodS'debfors,  if  fraudidenlly  such,  are 
strangled;  if  such  only' by  common  misfortunes^  thmr  wives 
and  eUildreii  aad' iwopertyof  evefy  kind  are  sold,  and 
theasdvea  baaishid  into  tfa^  wilds-  of  Tartary;  but  though 
thm  may.stiicfly  be-  ibe-  letter  -  of  tbe  law,  he  always  makes* 
a  merit  of  foigiving  thoM  ^vho^  from  nnavoidable  misfortunesy 
have  nothing  left  to  pay.   Oatb»-  arc  not  required  in  civil  or- 
cfinuQiL  causes ;  if  voluntarily  offered  they  are  always  soa*- 
pected-;  and  .yetj  what  is  singular  enough,  the  torture  is. 
sometimes  used  int  both».  to--  pnieuse.  evidence  and.  coa*- 
fossitev. 

Itiis>  not:  invariably,  though  gen^raUy^  tme  that  all  sen- 
tences of:  death:,  are  signed:  by  tbe  emperor.   There  have  of; 
late  been  several  6ccask>ns^,  wfaepe:  ti^£tst>4i»gistiate.  ha»< 
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taken  upon  himself  to  execute  crinunals  upon  the  spot  for 
treason,  rebellion,  atrocious  murder,  &c.  He  takes  his 
chance  for  approbation,  and  usually  obtains  it. 

Property.  '  As  in  China  the  interests  of  the  emperor  are 
always  the  £rst  consideration,  no  property  can  be  secured 
nguinst  his  cluims :  in  cases  of  delinquency,  confiscation  is 
inevitable. 

Entails  uvc  v.nknown  in  this  country,  and  a  man  may  dis- 
pose of  his  torlunc,  real  and  personal,  in  the  manner  most 
agreeable  to  himself.  By  law  he  may  even  devise  it  to  the 
Jionzcs  or  other  religious  fraternities,  but  of  late  such 
bc(iursts  arc  \  ery  rare  ;  for  the  policy  of  the  state,  although 
unwilling  positively  to  prohibit  an  ancient  right,  however 
imi)HKlently  exercised,  yet  renders  its  abuse  as  little  hurtful  as  * 
possible,  b}'  quartering  officers,  travellers,  couriers,  and  others 
upon  most  of  the  miaos  and  temples  that  are  endowed  in 
mortmain,  so  that  posthumous  folly  is  defeated,  and  idleness  ■ 
made  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  industry. 

A  testator  often  leaves  his  estates  to  his  wife,  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  minority  of  his  children  ;  but  if  a  man  dies 
without  a  will,  bis  lands  and  personalty  are  equally  divided 
among  his  sons,  reserving  a  proper  dower  for  the  widow, 
which  varies  according  to  the  province  wheie  she  chuses  to 
Teside.  The  daughters  have  nothing,  but  are  maintained, 
imtO  they  many,  by  their  brothers ;  and  if  there  be  no  hro> 
tbers,  by  their  next  inheriting  lekitioDS. 
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There  are  many  great  landed  estates  in  Clitna,  some  even  to 
the  amount  of  100,000/.  a  year,  accumulated  by  various  means, 
by  legacies,  by  dandestioc  trade,  that  is  to  say,  by  trade  carried 
on  by  inferior  agents  with  the  capitals  of  great  men  to  whom 
trade  is  directly  forbidden,  by  usury,  by  employments,  by 
presents,  &c.  A  widow  at  Tien-singj  whose  Iiusband  had  been 
enriched  in  this  manner,  and  who  left  her  his  fortune  (his  foui- 
sons  being  minors)  not  long  since  sent  a  million  of  taels  of 
silver  (333,333  /.  sterling)  as  a  present  to  the  emperor  towards 
tlie  expense  of  the  Thibet  war. 

w 

The  legal  interest  of  money  is  twelve  percent,  but  it  is  com* 
mohly  extended  to  eighteen  and  sometimes  even  to  thirtj'-six. 
Usury  is  punishable  by  the  laws  but,  as  in  most  other  coun- 
tries, is  rarely  punished.  Usury,  like  gaming,  is  a  dishonor* 
able  mode  of  getting  money  ;  but  by  a  sort  of  compact  be- 
tween necessity  and  avarice,  between  affluence  and  distress, 
*  the  prosecution  of  a  Jew  or  a  sliarper  is  considered  as  not  very 
honorable  even  in  those  who  sufler  from  them. 

In  farms  (which  are  usually  let  for  three,  five  or  seven 
years,  resumable  by  the  landlonl  or  lelinquishable  by  the 
tenant  at  the  end  of  any  of  those  terms  according  to  the  con- 
tract) the  owner  divides  the  crop  with  the  cultivator.  Hie 

latter  has  one  half  entirely  to  himself,  the  fortner  takes  the 
otlicr  half,  and  pays  out  of  it  the  emperor's  tax ;  which  is 
considered  to  be  alw  ays  the  same,  whether  the  season  be  plen- 
tiful or  scanty.  If,  however,  it  prove  to  be  very  unusually 
bad,  an  abatement  may  be  made  upon  clue  representation, 
^ive  per  cent  is  said  to  be  the  emperors  proper  share  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


^  .  APPENDIX  TO 

the  valawl  crop;  but  the  valiKUioii  (which  is  an  arbitrary 
one  of  tlie  c  idwn  officer)  is  generally  fixed  so  much  higher 
than  the  current  price  of  produce,  that  the  hmdlord's  com- 
mutation witli  the  crown  is  sometimes  not  less  than  eight  or 
ten  per  cent,  instead  of'  five.  Though  twehe  per  cent,  be 
the  legal  interest,  yet  land  sells  for  twentjr  years'  purchase 
ill  the  neighbourhood  oK  Pekin. 

The  only  current  money  in  China  is  a  thin  brass  or  copper 
coin,  about  the  breadth  of  a  shilling,  with  a  square  hole  in 
the  middle,  for  the  purpose  of  being  strung.  A  thousand  of 
these  pieces,  which  are  called  by  us  ca«A,  and  sometimes 
sapecas,  are  esteemed  at  a  taiil  *  or  Chinese  ounce  of  silver, 
and  ten  drachms  or  chm  make  a  tael  or  69,  Bd.  sterling. 

I  here  annex  the  prices  current  of  several  articles  at  Pekin, 
as  I  collected  it  from  tiie  best  infbimation  I  received  on 


the  spot. 

TkSb.  Sapcofi. 

A  common  horse      -      •  20  to  35 

An  ox  or  beast  for  slaughter  *   15  to  20 

A  cow      -         -         -  10  to  15 

A  pound  of  beef  ...  40 

A  pound  of  mutton  -  -         -  50 

A  pound  of  veal  -  -         .  -     "  45 

A  jiouiid  of  pork  -  -          .  50 

A  pound  of  ham  -  -         -  80' 

A  ibwl              -  •  -         .     ■    .  100 


neie  wor<ii  m  Lee  mi  JJtu^^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  JOURNAL. 


457 


150 
500 
3 
24 
20 


A  duck 


♦ 


A  goose 

A  pouod  of  rice 
A  poaod  of  flour 


Hie  complete  dress  of  a  peasant  -  2  or  perhaps  2500 
Ditto  of  a  Mandarine  of  rank  20 
Ditto  of  an  iofehor  Mandarine  -  8 
Ditto  of  ceremony  of  a  high  Mandarine  100 
Ditto  if  enriched  •  -  -  lOOO 
A  saddle  and  bridle  -       l6  to  25 

A  pair  of  black  sattin  boots       -  2i 
Ditto  of  leather        .        .  2 
A  cap  or  bonnet  -      2  to  4 

Salt  per  pound        >        -  . 

A  Chinese  j>easant  can  maintain  himself  for  fifty  sapecas  a 
day.  Our  boatmen  who  drew  the  yaclits  in  the  provinces 
which  we  passed  througli  generally  were  paid  eighty  sapecas 
a  day,  or  one  sapeca  for  eacli  /y,  or  three  hundred  and  sixty 
geometrical  paces. 

A  common  weaver,  joiner  or  other  tradesman  earns  little 
more  than  a  bare  subsistence,  unless  he  should*  prove  remark- 
ably expert  and  ingenious*  in  ivhich  case  he  would  be  paid 
according  to  his  abilities.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  is 
always,  sufficient  employment  for  the  ptople,  whose  multi- 
tude is  so  great  as  toy  exceed  the  means  of  subsbtencebj 
labor*  so  that  many  who  are  able  and  willing  to  work  are 
obliged  to  depend  upon  the  alms  of  private  charity,  or  seek 
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ftyr  support  in  the  public  hospitals ;  and  ootwitbstanding  tliese 
resources  it  is  afHrmcil  that,  in  every  jcar,  vast  numbers  perish 
cjf  hunger  and  cold.  The  summers  are  so  warm  that  the 
tomnion  sort  go  almost  naked*  and  the  winter  is  so  rigorous 
tlmt  the  mortality  is  very  great  from  the  waut  of  clothing  and 
shelter.    In  the  different  provinces  of  the  empire  there  are 
often  partial  £ftmin^  and  whenc\  cr  they  arc  attended  with  se> 
rious  or  fatal  consequences,  the  Mandarine  of  the  distiict  is 
punished,  according  to  Chinese  policy,  for  not  having  fore- 
seen  the  calamity,  and  replenished  themagaztnc  sufficiently  to 
remedy  the  accident.    From  the  misery  to  which  a  large  pro-- 
portion  of  the  people  are  thus  exposed  (the  majority  is  indeed 
very  wretched  in  all  respects)  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that 
they  should  lose  every  sense  but  that  of  self-presentation ;  tliat 
thoy  should  forget  the  other  ties  of  nature,  and  sell  their  chil- 
dren >vithout  scruple  if  they  find  a  cha])man,  and  desert  them 
without  pity  if  they  do  not.    This  is  tlie  common  reproach  of 
strangers  to  the  Chinese,  but  it  should  not  be  made  with  too 
much  precipitation  and  seventy  ;  for  I  believe,  where  the  pa- 
rent has  any  possible-  means  of  supporting  his  offspring,  there 
M  no  country  where  paternal  affection  is  stronger  than  in 
China ;  and  it  is  natural  that  it  should  be  so,  because  tlicre 

«  no  <:ountry  where  fihal  respect  and  gratitude  are  so 
strong. 

Popuiatkn* 

;  population  of  China  has  always  been  considered  by 

-^fopeans  as  much  greater  in  proportion  to  its  extent  than 
de  population  of  any  other  country.  Tlie  prioted  accounts 
<*it  vArj^  much.   My  friend  Father  Amyot's  caiculaLions, 
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as  given  in  Grozier's  dcscripti(ji!  ot  China,  seem  not  to  have 
been  well  understood  by  tiie  person  who  copied  or  digested 
thetn ;  for  iu  oue  place  he  is  made  to  say,  that  the  population  in 
1743  amounted  to  near  200,000,000,  exclusive  of  the  province 
of  Fa-kien;  and,  in  another  place,  that,  in  the  same  year,  it 
exceeded  280,oau,OOO.  I  wished  to  have  had  this  difficulty 
reconciled,  but  the  good  father  being  iu  a  dying  condition 
when  I  was  at  Pekin,  and  consequently  not  well  able  to  re- 
view his  notes,  I  was  disapponited  of  the  correct  information 
which  I  expected  from  that  quarter.  Tlicre  is  another  tablq 
of  the  population  m  17')1,  given  by  Grozier,  where  it  is  stated 
at  upwards  of  198,0(X),00O,  and  he  tells  us  that  it  is  founded 
on  the  best  authority.  Monsieur  Pauw,  and  some  other 
writers  of  his  turn,  have  amused  the  public  with  their  specu*- 
lations  upon  China,  and  arc  dispoced  to  undervalue  every  thing 
that  belongs  to  it,  and  particularly  to  dispute  its  populousnea*. 

Qa  tbe  otiicr  Imnd,  I  have  received  an  enunteratioa 
strongly  asserted  to  be  genuine,  which  assigns  00  leas  than 
333^,000. 

A  foreigner  from  an  impertect  knowledge  of  the  language, 
from  misapprehension  or  misinterpretation,  from  vant  of  ao^ 
cess  to  public  offices,  or  from  the  scantiness  or  inaccuracy  of 
private  information,  is  often  liable  to  arj^nc  ignorantly  and 
fiilsely,  sometimes  to  take  things  for  granted  Uiat  should  be  de- 
nied, and  sometimes  to  reject  whatought  to  be  received.  Wliat* 
ever,  therefore,  I  may  say  upon  this  subject,  is  not  meant  to 
be  ddivered  in  a  tone  cither  of  conviction  or  disbelief  in  my* 
lelf,  but  solely  for  the  disquisition  and  judgment  of  others.  - 
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China  Proper,  exclusive  of  the  Tartar  (lorniiiion*,  containtr 
about  831,000,000  acres,  or  about  1,298,000  square  miles. 
France  contains  about  103,000,000,  or  about  162,000  square 
miles.    If  China  thru  be  eight  times  as  large  as  Trance,  llic 
sum  total  of  333,000,000  is  not  so  high  an  estimation  as  at 
first  sight  if  would  appear  to  br.    Messieurs  Mohcau  and 
Ncckar  estimate  the  population  of  France  at  26,000,000,  and 
Dr.  Vi\cc  carrier  it  beyond  28,00(),OUO.    Supposin<i  tlien  the 
two  countries  to  be  equally  populous  in  proportion  to  their 
'extent,  China,  upon  surli  a  calculation,  ought  to  contain 
2l6,0(KJ,CK_)0,  takinir '37,0(H  ),i  OQ  a^i  the  medium  between  Dp, 
Price  and  the  (;ther  two  gentlemen.    But  having  formerly 
travelled  over  the  greatest  part  of  France,  and  resided  a 
considerable  time  in  that  kiugdou),  when  in  its  most  llourish- 
jng  sfate,  long  liolbre  the  late  subversion,  and  having  very 
lately  travelled  through  China  from  its  northern  to  its  southern 
extremity,  I  should  be  inclined  to  say  without  hesitation,  in 
jutli^iiig  irora  the  respective  appearances  of  the  two  countries, 
that  Cliina  was  at  least  twice  as  populous  as  France,  ^  licreas 
the  above  account  of  333,000,000  to  216,000,000  aduiils  the 
pof)iitalion  of  China  to  be  in  proportion  to  that  of  France  as- 
to  1It  to  1,  or  little  more  than  3  to  2.    In  truth,  the  immenSfr 
inutubers  which  occurred  in  every  part  of  Cliina  where  I  fwssed 
in  the  towns,  the  country,  on  the  nvcrst  and  the  seas  that  wash 
its  coasts,  very  far  exceeded  any  idea  that  I  had  formed  on  the 
subject,  especially  as  all  the  people  who  appeared  (very  few 
excepted,  perhaps  not  500*  in  all>  were-  males.  The  state  of 
^he  population,  as  marked  m  the  table^  was  given  to  me  by 
^fyifu-to'-gin,  a  mandarine  of  high  rank,  and  supreme  governor 
Tien-ttngi  who  was  one  of  those  appointed  l>y  the  emperor. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  JOURNAL. 


'•^  attend  my  embassy  from  the  moment  of  my  arrival  on  the 
coast  of  Pe'tche-4$,   He  was  a  man  of  letters  and  infomiation, 

and  from  liabit  and  frequent  converse,  contracted  a  strong 
friendship  and  aflbction  for  me.  He  nevertheless  had  all  the 
Tanity  of  a  Cliinese;  and  the  more  he  was  impressed  with 
the  manifest  superiority  of  the  Europeans,  which  he  could 
not  avoid  being  very  sensible  of  in  his  long  intercourse  with 
vs,  the  mere  waa  he  disposed  to  exaggerate  the  grandeur  of 
his  country,  its  population  and  other  circumstances  o£  na» 
^nal  fondness.. 


Tabk  of  the  Popuiatioii  and  Extent  of  China  Proper,  within 

tJic  Great  WalL 


PopulatMUii 

SqmeSflilet. 

Pe-tche-li, 

38,000,000 

5^-049 

37,727,360 

Kiang-nan, 

32,000,000 

92,961 

59»495»o4« 

Kiang>see» 

19,000,000 

72,176 

46,192,640 

XdlO'luang,  • 

SI, 000,000 

25,056,000 

15,000,000 

53»48o 

54,as7,soo 

&!"~^-'^' 

C  14,000^000? 

c  1 3,000,000  3 

144,770' 

92,652,800- 

Honuij      -      »  , 

35,000,000 

65,164 

41,666,560 

Chan-tong, 

34,000,000 

65,104 

41,666,560 

C1mii«,     .     .  « 

'  97,000,000 

SS.««8 

35»37'.52o 

ChciiFsi,     -     ►  - 

1-8,000,009  ? 

1 54,008 

98,565,120 

Kan-sou, 

1 2,000)000  > 

Se-chuen, 

27,000,000 

I-/),  7  5  2, 000 

Quang>toag, 

a  1 ,000,00a 

79,456 

50,851,840 

X  0,000,000 

78,250 

50,080,000 

8,000,000. 

107,969 

69,ioo,i6o- 

9, ceo, coo 

64.554 

41,314,560 

333,000,000 

4«s  A??EKDIZ  TO 

Hius  have  I  given  tlic  table  of  population  as  I  received  it 
from  Chou-ta-!^in.    How  far  it  may  be  exact,  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining;  but  he  assured  aic  tliat  I  might  tkpcnd  upon 
it.    When  I  expressed  my  doubts  upon  the  subject,  he  laugh- 
ed, as  if  lie  tliought  it  ridicidous  to  qiu  stion  a  matter  of  such 
notoriety;  and  added,  that  it  appears  from  an  ancient  authen- 
tic register  of  200  years  old,  that  then  alx>ve  57,(XX),UCX)  of 
males,  from  20  to  50  years  of  age,  ^  ( i  f^  assessed  to  the  capi- 
tation^ such  being  at  that  time  the  mode  of  levying  the  taxes, 
V  hich  ^vas  afterwards  altered,  and  the  wiiole  burden  laid  upon 
tlie  land.    Sinrp  the  accession  of  the  present  cmj>eror's  fa- 
mily to  the  throne,  the  in6ux  of  people  from  Tartary  must 
iiave  greatly  increased  the  number  ot  inhabitants. 

The  content*  in  «>qnare  miles  and  acres,  as  given  in  tiic  table 
-ilKivc,  arc  extracted  iiDin  the  Jesuits'  map  of  China,  under- 
tiilven  and  ctnnpleted  in  tiic  reign  of  Caun-shec  by  his  special 
e'ouiniand. 

If  one-fourth  of  the  surface  of  China  were  to  be  deducted 
f^^r  j-oads,  canals,  marshes,  mountains,  nnd  otlter  uncultivable 
grounds,  there  would  still  remain  623,( »  ;;),  5'JO  profitable  acres, 
very  nearly  two  acres  to  each  individuui,  assuming  the  po- 
pulation as  above  at  333,000,(X)0,  or  337  persons  to  a  square 
mile.    It  may  be  added  also,  that  almost  the  whole  of  this 
eat  tent  is  appropriated  to  the  cultivation  of  food  for  man. 

JistO  the  population  of  Chinese  Tartary,  it  was  impossible 
tcp  obtaio  any  intelligence,  the  Cliinese  being  almost  as  igno- 
nsjat  «f  *l»t  cottotry  »  We  are,  scarcely  any  of  them  having 
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ever  ■  seen  it,  eicept  a  fenr  officera  sent  on  miliiary  duty,  ftnd ' 
^enons  banUbed  to  it  for  crimes.  The  Chinese  talk  of  Tar- 
tarj  as  a  conntij'  half  as  big  as  the  rest  of  the  world  be> 
sides,  but  their  conceptions  of  its  limits  ai^  very  dark  and 
confused.  There  is  a  wide  difference  between  pretension  and 
possession. 

AVlien  I  was  the  kinj^'s  minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  the 
comnion  idea  picvulcul  at  court  there  was,  that  the  Kiissuiu 
dominions  comprehended  one-twelfth  part  of  the  land  upon 
the  globe,  and  since  that  time  thev  have  been  very  consider- 
ably enlarged.  Upon  the  whole  1  should  liiink  that  the  ex- 
tent of  tlie  two  empires  of  China  and  Russia  is  pretty  nearly 
equal ;  and  that  the  two  together  make  one-sixth  j)art  of  the 
land  on  the  earth's  surf^e,  and  about  one  twenty-third  of 
the  whole  terraqueous  gtooe. 

Sevenue. 

The  revenues  of  this  great  empire  are  said  to  be  little  less 
than  Uvo  hundred  millions  of  taels  ♦  or  66,660,666 1,  sterlings 
or  about  four  times  those  of  Great  Britain,  or  three  times 
those  of  France' before  the  kite  subversion.  They  consist  of 

J .  The  impost  upon  land. 

2.  Tlie  gabelle  upon  salt. 

3.  The  customs  and  other  smaller  taxes. 

•  I  have  pivfn  the  reyenue  in  rotiiid  nBrnbcrs,  but  the  Giincsc,  who  hare  a  fan* 
eifid  preUikcuoQ  for  odd  numbon,  call  it  one  huodxcd  and  maetj-mac  nillmBy 
Biwhuidtcd  and  liaeif. nine  dmM»d»  nMhiudicdaAd  aine^jiiiK  taSb^ 
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From  the  produce  of  these  three  branches  all  the  civil  and 
jnihtary  expenses  and  itu  idental  and  extraordinary  charge* 
arc  first  ])ai<l  on  ilic  spot,  out  of  the  treasuries  of  the  pro- 
vinces whtMc,  such  expenses  arc  incurred,  and  the  remainder 
is  reunited  to  tlie  imperial  treasury  at  Pekiu.  Tliis  surplus 
is  said  to  have  amounted  in  tlic  year  1792  to  the  sum  of 
3G/il4,328  taels,  or  12,204,776/.  steilnii;,  according  to  the 
Ibllowing  account  wliich  I  received  from  Chou-ta-gin. 

Account  of  Revnme  received  into  the  Imperial  Treasury  ai 
Fekinfram  the  several  Frovinces  of  China  Proper, 


I>ro*ince«. 


Tills 

a,52o,coo  land  ) 


T«».i T.ii.  Meatarei  of  Rte 
TottlinTadi.      ^jotlicr  Gail. 


Kiang-sl 


4SJ/>9a  tail  J  3,0361000 
79,eoo  taxes) 
5,200,000  land  1 
3,100,000  salt   ?  8,210,000 

910,000  taxes] 
1,000,000  land  7 

AAo,ooo  taxeij    '  ^ 
3,100,000  land  1 

520,0-0  salt    V  338101000 
I  go,ooo  taxes  j 
1,110,000  land  1 

87,000  salt  j-  1,277,000 
80,000  tastes) 
^tt.pe  1,300,000  land  7 

10,000  taxes 5  »»3»o»ooo 


(^ott-^uang  ^  Hou-nan  1,310,000  land  i 

35»ooo  tajtesJ  "»345» 


.000 


Carrkd  forward  3«»  108^00* 


ai,to8,oo» 


1,440,000 
795,000 
780,000 

too^oo 
100,000 

3,815,06*. 
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Brought  OTer 


Cben-H 

Kiaog-sou 


Yu-nan 
Kod<heQu 


Tida. 


3,300,000  land 
13,000  taxet 
3,440^000  land  1 

130,000  salt  |- 
30,000  taxes  J 
3,100,000  laud  } 
510,000  salt  > 
112,000  taxes} 
1,660,000  land  ] 
40,000  taxes  } 


i 


300,000  land 
40,000  taxes 

640,000  land 
30,000  taxes 
x,sSo,000  land 

-50,000  salt 
io,occ  faxes 
420,000  land  ) 

50,000  Mk  > 
50^000  tamj 
aioyooo  land 

120,000  Innd  1 
10,000  salt  ? 
15,000  taxes) 


Total  Tidi 


21,108,000 
3,913,000 

3«6oo»ooo 

3,722,000 

1,700,000 
3404OOO 
670^000 

1,340^000 

500,000 

«IO,000 

145,000 

36,543,000 


4^5 

Mtasurej  of  Rice 
and  other  Graio. 

3,215,000 
930,000 

360,000 


none. 


aso,ooo 


390,000 

none. 
4,245,000 
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From  the  preceding  table  tlie  surplus  revenue  of  1792  re- 
ceived into  the  emperor's  trensiiry  at  Pekfn,  after  all  the 
public  ex|)cuscs  arc  defrayed,  will  stand  as  foUowst 

l.and,  salt,  and  tans  .  36,548*000  Taek  or  is,t82,$66ilitcrL 
4,345,000  tneasuret  of  rice  1  „ 

at  lid.  permeaiure       ^      66,318      -     .  .2,109 

36,614,32ft   Tadi  or    i3,204»775/.  tteri. 


The  ordinary  military  establishment  I  have  calculated  at 
7  4,974,450  teels  or  34,991*483/.*,  and  the  dvil  establishment 
at  2,9<>0,000  taiils  or  9B6,666/.*  which  two  sums  being  doubled 
for  extraordinarics,  and  allowing  7,300,000  tacls,  or  2,500,000/. 
ibr  unforeseen  expense,  and  adding  the  emperor's  residue  of 
36,614,328  taels,  will  give  the  sum  of  199»963|SS8  taeb,  or 
66*661,076/.  or  vci  \  nc  iilj^  I  he  total  estimated  revenue  of  China. 

At  Pekin  are  two  treasuri^  one  called  the  Siafe  Trea-  . 
siit'i/y  into  which  tlie  surplus  above  mentioned  of  36,614^28 
taels  is  paid,  and  out  of  which  are  issued  aU  monies  for  the 
-emperor's  expenses^  his  palaces,  pagodas,  and  other  building 
}iis  tables,  his  gardens,  wives,  eoncubines,  sons,  grandsons,  and 
xnore  distant  princes  of  the  blood,  and  the  general  chaiges  of  the 
oourt.  The  other,  called  the  Secret  2Ve«siffy,  receives  the  coo- 
^scations,  the  presents,  the  Tartar  tributes,  and  some  other  arti- 
cles, all  which,  together  with  the  residue  from  the  state  trea- 
sury, form  what  may  properly  be  constdeied  as  the  emperoi^s 

•  See  the  next  article  under  tbe  headoC  «  Cbil  and  VSkUf  Ranb  and  Eita- 
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privy  pane.  This  is  the  regular  course  of  business ;  but  as 
the  present  government  is  entirely  despotic,  the  emperor  may 

act  according  to  his  pleasure  in  revenue  matters,  as  in  all 
others ;  but,  it  is  said,  he  has  not  been  known  to  interrupt  the 
nsuc^  administration.  His  treasures  are  supposed  to  be  im- 
mense, arising  solely  from  the  regular  unavoidable  sayings  of  the 
state  treasury  and  secret  treasury,  his  revenue  from  hence  very 
far  excccdinrr  liis  disbursements.  The  greater  part  is  kept  in 
Moukden,  thu  capital  of  Mantchoo  Tartary,  for  I  doubt  whe- 
ther the  Tartars  vet  think  thcm>clvcs  secure  at  Pekiii,  consi- 
dering the  prodigious  disproportion  between  them  and  the 
Chinese,  and  tlicir  mutual  jealousy  and  antipath}'.  Scarcely 
a  year  passes  without  an  insurrection  in  some  of  the  distant 
provinces,  and  tliere  are  actually  at  present  scmhc  very  serious- 
disturbances  in  Sc-chuen,  to  quel)  which  Foo-chan-tong  (so  of* 
tea  mentioned  m  my  journal),  who  was  (brinerly  viceroy  of 
Canton,  and  afterwards  commanded  in  Thibet  on  the  frontier, 
of  Napaul,  has  been  lately  appointccL 

Having  said  aijove  that  tlie  12,204,7  i^i/.  rcimtlcd  to  thc^ 
state  treasury  of  Pekin  was  the  emj)eroi's  share  of  the  gene- 
ral revenue,  after  all  expenses  first  paid,  it  would  seem  from 
hence  as  if  it  were  liable  to  v:n  iaUon,  and  tlw»t  in  some  years 
it  might  be  more,  and  in  oLliers  less;  but  I  have  reason  to 
imagine  that  it  seldom,  if  ever,  falls  below  that  sum,  because 
Suu'iu-gini  who  accompanied  me  from  Pekin  to  Han-ehou^- 
foo,  informed  me,  that  whenever  any  extraordinary  aids  or 
supplies  became  necessary,  on  occasion  of  wars  and  other  oc— 
carreoces,  they  were  levied  by  additional  taxes  on  the  pnK> 
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vinces  adjacent  to  the  scene  of  action ;  and  u{x)n  this  ground 
it  was  tliat  he  accounted  for  the  encieased  duties  on  the  com- 
merce of  Canton,  which  our  merchants  complained  of.  'I'hose 
duties,  lie  said,  iiad  Ix  i  n  laid  on  towards  the  support  of  the 
war  in  Tonquin,  winch  country  adjoins  Canton,  but  that  the 
war  being  finished,  they  would  lierealtcr  be  reduced* 

In  the  administration  of  so  vast  a  revenue,  especially  in  the 
distant  provinces,  those  to  whom  it  is  entrusted  have,  no 
doubt,  frefjuent  opportunities  of  ronimitting  great  abuses  ;  and 
that  they  do  not  always  neglect  tiieni,  is  pretty  evident  from 
the  immense  confiscations  accruing  to  the  emperor.  It  is  in- 
deed affirmed,  that  much  corruption  and  oppression  prevail  in 
most  of  the  departments  of  the  state.  To  what  degree  this 
may  be  true,  I  know  not;  but  admitting  it  in  arery  great  ex- 
tent,  the  subject  in  China  may  be  considered  as  mote  favored 
in  point  of  taxation  than  the  subjects  of  any  other  country ; 
for  if  the  whole  revenue  were  to  be  reduced  to  a  capitation,  it 
urould  not  amount  to  more  than  five  shilUngB  per  head  on  the 
population  of  the  empire :  by  an  analogous  computation  the 
people  of  Ireland  would  pay  to  government  eight  shillings  per 
bead;  the  people  of  France  (before  the  subversion)  nxteea 
shillings  per  head,  and  the  people  of  Great  BfitaiDf  thirty»ibur 
shiUiogs  per  head. 

With  r^ard  to  the  revenue  vrbieh  the  emperor  of  China 
draws  from  his  Tartar  dominions,  I  could  not  procure  any 
information  to  be  depended  on  of  its^amotint.  Besides  what 
he  may  receive  from  his  demesnes  there^  the  chieft  of  tfaeTaft- 
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tar  iMBOcni  and  their  vassals,  paj  a  certain  tiibute  which  is 
everj  day  enoeaaiag,  either  because  they  are  now  more  able^ 
or  because  they  ara  more  willing  to  pay  it  tbaa  Ibrmerly. 

Tartar  goods,  or  goods  imported  into  China  by  the  way  of 
Tartary,  such  as  furs,  leather,  woollen  doth,  Sec.  are  liable 
only  to  a  very  moderate  custom  at  the  fjreat  wall  on  entry 
into  China;  but  all  the  China  gpods  exported  to  Tartar^  pass 
duty  free. 

1  observed  in  tlie  beginning  ut  the  present  sectioij,  that  the 
revenue  consisted  of  tluce  branches,  the  lanci,  the  salt,  and  the 
smaller  taxes.    T\\p  first  is  Irvied,  according  to  a  certain  fixed 
rule,  upon  tlic  jiroduce  of  (In  land  (vide  head  "  Property") ; 
the  second,  or  salt,  is  a  monopoly,  or  extensive  privileo'e  of 
making  tliat  article,  granted  by  the  emperor  to  partictii  n  [)er- 
sons,  for  which  they  pay  to  the  crown  a  fixed  pioportion  ac- 
cording to  the  local  circumstances  of  the  province  where  it  is 
maimfacturcd,  one  third  being  the  rate  settled  in  one  district, 
one  fourth  in  another,  and  so  on.    The  third  branch  consists 
at'  certain  taxes  or  customs  upon  gocxls  passing  over  bridges, 
canals,  and  roads,  and  entering  into  cities  and  walled  towns; 
also  on  the  nle  of  cattle,  and  some  other  minuter  objects.  In 
the  collectioa  of  these  levenoes,  I  understand  tliat  the  saboiw 
dinate  officers  have  considerable  fees  and  perquisites:. for  in 
China,  as  in  some  other  countries,  no  business  can  be  ezpcw 
dited  through  the  lower  departments  without  them. 

Export  and  import  dttties.pught  iegulariy.to.be  levied 
ad  valorem  of  the  articles,  but  tht^  coHe^t^.^^A^  iMes  upon 

4  * 
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lumself,  aifaitrarily,  to  eBtimate  the  value  according  to  his  own 
fancy.  Thus»  for  instance,  I  faave  heard  he  has  been  some-> 
times  known  at  Canton  to  tax  abate  of  coarse  cloth  as  highly 
as  a  bale  of  supeUBne ;  and  that  in  weighing  off  raw  silk  at 

tlie  custom-house  beam,  he  has  called  ISO  pounds  a  pecul, 
levied  the  dutj^  accordingly,  and  discharged  the  scale,  al- 
though a  prru]  he  really  133xlbs.  and  not  ISOlbs.  Jhus  these 
taxes,  though  possibly  nut  in  themselves  exorbitant,  are  yet 
so  liable  to  abuse  in  the  administration,  as  often  to  become 
serious  grievances;  and  foreigners  must  remain  exposed  to 
them  till  they  have  t^iken  the  trouble  of  learning  the  laa- 
guage  of  the  country,  and  can  make  themselves  heard  and  un- 
derstood ;  for  however  rapacious  a  Chinese  officer  may  be,  lie 
is  apt  to  shrink  from  a  bold  and  clamorous  complainant,  as  he 
is  sure  that  though  the  latter  may  possibly  not  be  redressed, 
»jet  notorious  delinquency  in  himself  is  not  likely  to  pass  un- 
punished. 

Civitand  MUiiary  RmaJet  and  E^ahUihmenfy, 

Tn^  China  there  is  properly  no  hereditary  nobilif^*.  The 
chil(5ren  and  collaterals  of  the  sovereign  enjoy  a  certain  degree 
of  consideration  de])endent  on  the  favor  with  which  they  are 
regarded  at  court ;  but  as  tliat  advantage  is  liable  to  gmvr 
weaker  by  their  lengthening  distance  from  the  throne,  or  foun- 
tain of  honor,  they  may  in  process  of  time  sink  into  the 
irass  ut  the  {)eople,  and  be  scarcely  distinguished  from  them 
otherwise  tiiau  by  then  yellow  and  red  girdles,  which  none 
but  such  as  are  of  the  imperial  blood  arc  ])rivileged  to  wear. 
Tbflie-  Mko  descend  from  the  reigning  (which  pretends  to  be 

* 
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the  elder)  hrancli,  an?  adorned  with  a  yellow  sash,  those  who 
descend  ivoin  llic  y  ounger,  with  a  red  one. 

It  is  affirnicd  tliut.  the  poslciitv  of  Confuciiis,  ^\ho  arc  still 
extant,  enjoy  certain  hereditary  liouours  transmitted  to  them 
lioin  their  great  ancestors,  but  I  atn  not  precisely  inronned 
of  the  nature  of  them,  nor  of  the  advantages  which  they 
confer. 

Rank  in  China  is  generally  su])j)oscd  to  be  the  reward  of 
merit  and  service;  and  it  frequently  is  so;  but  there  appears 
to  be  one  glaring  partiality  in  the  distribution  of  it:  a  Chinese 
seldom  attains  the  highest  degree  till  very  adx'anccd  in 
life,  but  I  have  seen  Tartars  already  possessed  of  it  at  the  age 
of  five  or  sis  and  twenty. 

Formerly  persons  in  office  were  chiefly  known  by  their  robe 
q£  ceremony,  but  as  it  was  not  constantly  worn  in  common, 
the  present  emperor  Kien^ong  invented  or  founded  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  bead  or  button,  which  bdng  fixed  on  the  top 
of  the  cap,  evidently  and  immediately  denotes  the  title  of  the 
wearer.  Of  these  buttons  he  established  eight  classes,  attun* 
able  by  the  dvil  and  military  without  distinction,  which  an 
as  follow :  \ 

I.  The  button  of  red  coral,  snu>oth. 

St.  The  button  of  red  coral,  carved  or  flourished. 

3.  The  button  of  light  transparent  blue. 

4.  The  button  of  light  opake  blue. 
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5.  The  button  of  clear  white  chrystal. 

6.  The  button  of  opake  milk  white. 
7*  The  button  of  brass  gOt,  smooth. 

8.  The  button  of  brass  gilt,  engraved  and  flourished. 

And  besides  these,  there  is  another  distinctioa  superior  to 
ail,  being  a  ruby  colored  or  rather  amethyst  colored  button, 
and  of  a  larger  size  than  the  others,  which  is  only  conferred 
on  Tartar  princes,  and  persons  allied  to  the  emperor. 

In  all  the  public  acts  and  papers,  a  Mandarine  is  invariably 
stiled  according  to  the  order  of  his  button;  and  if  he  should 
be  degraded  to  an  inferior  one  on  account  of  deiinqucncj,  as 
very  firequently  happens,  he  is  obHged  to  be  the  hemld  or  pub> 
lisher  of  his  own  shame,  and  to  write  himself  —  Manda- 
rine, formerly  of  the  ■  class,  but  now  degraded  to  the 

 class.    This  mode  of  punishment  is  considered  rather 

as  a  kind  of  fatherly  correction  from  the  emperor  to  a  fiaulty 
child,  than  as  a  marV  of  much  severity;  and  the  culprit,  after 
a  certain  term  of  contrition  and  probation,  is  usually  restored 
to  his  former  dignity* 

In  so  extensive  an  empire,  the  number  of  Mandarines,  or 
persons  employed  in  the  different  civil  and  military  situations, 
must  be  prodigiously  great;  but  T  shall  content  myself  in 
this  sketch  with  giving  only  a  Ibt  of  tlie  chief  officers  of  busi- 
ness, observing  at  the  same  time  that  under  them  there  are 
some  thousands  of  Mandarines,  who  wear  the  gilt  button, 
appointed  by  viceroys,  commanders  of  aniiies  and  presidents 
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of  tribunals,  who  are  allowed  that  privilege  when  tlie  neccs-  ^ 
sitj  of  the  flerrice  requires  it,  but  are  punished  if  found  to 
abuse  it. 


A  Last  of  the,  Clucf  Civil  Officers,  distinguUhlng  their  Number, 

Station,  and  Halarie** 


IX.  The  T'zn-icu,  or  Vtceioy  over  one  or 

more  provinces,        .        .  - 
15.  The  Foo-ycriy  or  Governor  unikr  him  of 

«    each  province,      •      -  - 
19.  The  Hoo-poQy  or  Fiscal,  die  Chief  Officer 

of  revenue,  - 
18.  The  An-za-tze,  or  Pf«ndent  of  tbe  cri- 
minal tr3niiiah,      .      .      •  • 
86*  The  Tao-quen,  or  Governor  presiding 
over  more  than  one  city  of  the  first 
order,  and  ihcir  dependencies,  • 
1S4.  The  Foo-quen,  or  Governor  only  of  one 
chy  of  die  fiitt  Older,  and  in  depen- 

dendei,  

149.  ttut  Kkurquejh  or  GovwBor  of  a  dty  of 
the  second  order,       .       -  - 
1305.  The  JJcu-quen,  or  Governor  of  a  city  of 
the  third  order, 
17,  The  Liou-Jeu^  or  President  of  science 
and  exan^inations, 
J 17.  The  Cbo-tm,  or  IropcctoB-General, 


Salaiy  of  each. 
Tacit  per  ann. 

20,000 

16,000 

9,000 

6,000 


jf  science  1 
neral,  -  3 


3,000 
1,000 

800 
3,000 


TotaL 
220,000 

a4o/)0O 
171,000 

108,000 


3,000  .^.AjffjOOO 


368^000 
149,000 

X, 044,000  , 
409«OOO 


Total  Tael*   •  2,960,000 


VOL.  n. 
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The  lelaiiv  of  theie  officers  are  sometiineB  knened  or  in* 
creased  according  to  the  varying  ttate  of  the  provitices  and 
cities,  some  decaying,  and  others  improvingt  which  is  Kga- 
larly  reported  to  the  Cho^taot  or  inspectors  ererjr  year.  Ex- 
traordinary aUowances  are  also  paid  to  these  c^Bcets  on  ooca^ 
aion  of  any  extraordinary  trouble  or  expense  incuired  in  thdr 
departments,  such  as  by  the  passage  of  great  persons,  ambas- 
sadors, &c.  through  the  places  where  they  are  to  do  the  ho- 
nora  to  them  of  their  respective  stations. 

My  information  relative  to  the  military  of  China  is  princi- 
pally derived  from  Vau-ta-gtUf  an  officer  cf  high  rank  in  the 
army  who,  together  with  Ckou-ta-gin  (the  Mandarine  particu- 
larly mentioned  under  the  heads  of  Population  and  Revenue), 
was  deputed  by  the  emperor  to  attend  my  embassy,  and  who 
remained  with  me  from  the  moment  of  my  landing  in  China, 

my  departure  from  Canton.  Van-ta-gin  is  a  man  of  good 
uncftwtaiulinc:,  and  of  great  bodily  strength.  Being  an  excel- 
lent soldier,  he  has  raised  himself  from  an  inferior  station  to 
the  rank  of  Foo-zicn,  or  the  third  military  d^;ree,  and  to  the 
Oorished  red  coral  button,  which  is  the  second  class  or  order 
of  precedence  in  the  state.  In  consequence  of  having  re- 
cc'vctl  three  wounds  in  the  service,  he  has  besides  been  ho- 
nored with  a  peacock's  feather»  which  is  worn  pendent  from 
the  back  of  his  cap,  and  is  a  distinction  solely  appropriated  to 
the  army. 

There  are,  in  time  of  pvnrc  1,800,000  troops  within  tlie 
great  wall;  that  is  to  say,  1^)0,000  of  infantry,  and  800,000 
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cavalry ;  but  in  time  of  war,  considerable  dctachmeats  {c6m 
them  are  sent  abrpad,  or  beyond  the  great  wall. 

Tlie  Tartar  troops,  properly  so  called,  arc  mostly  stationed 
in  Tartary  beyond  tlic  great  wall,  attached  to  the  banners 
under  the  command  of  Uieir  respective  chiefs,  and  upon  quite 
a  different  footing  from  the  1,800,000  regular  Chmese  troops 
above  mentioned  ;  but  a  vast  number  of  these  latter  are  Tar- 
tars, who  have  a  higher  pay  than  their  Chinese  fellow  soldiers; 
and  the  principal  officers  of  confidence  in  the  army  are  Tar<- 
tars  also. 

The  soldiers  are  all  Tolunteeis,  and  none  are  received  into 
the  service  but  such  as  are  expert,  healthyi  strong,  and  sightly. 
Beside  their  ordinary  pay,  the  emperor  makes  them  certain 
presents  upon  particnlar  occasioost  such  as  when  they  tfiany« 
when  they  have  male  children  bom,  and  when  their  parents 
die;  when  they  themselves  die,  their  fiimilies  are  entitled  to  a 
gift  of  consolation.  Thus,  then,  the  condition  of  a  soldier  in 
Clidna  is  by  no  means  an  undesirable  one ;  and  when  »  mm 
is  once  enrolled  in  the  mihiary,  he  is  generally  looked  upon  as 
well  provided  for. 

The  allowances  are  as  follow : 

A  Chinese  horseman  has  three  ounces  and  three-tentiis  •  of 
jAlver  (at  6s.  3d.  each)  and  fifteen  measures  of  rice  per  month'. 

A  Tartar  horseman  in  tlu:  Chinese  army  has  icvcu  ounces 
and  twenty  measures  of  rice  ])cr  mouth. 
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A  Chinese  foot  soldier  (in  whose  rank  are  included  the-  ar- 
tiUerjr,  pioneers,  and  all  who  do  not  scr^  e.on  horsebdck)  has 
one  ounce  and  six-teiitlis  of  silver,  and  ten  measures  of  rice 
per  month. 

A  Tartar  foot  soldier  in  the  Chinese  army  has  two  ounces 
and  six-tenths,  and  ten  measm^  of  rice  per  montli. 

The  emperor  furnishes  the  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  the 
upper  garment,  which,  for  the  infantry,  is  commonly  of  a  dark 
blue  cotton,  stuff,  bound  with  a  red  galloon,  coarse,  clumsy, 
and  inconvenient  for  active  service.  The  horsemen  and  the 
sword  and  target  men  are  differently  clothed,  some  in  yellow, 
some  in  white ;  the  particular  reason  of  which  distinctions  I 
know  not,  but  I  conclude  it  to  be  oC  no  moment.  The  ca> 
valry  canry  no  pistols,  and  are  only  aimed  with  swords,  and 
bows  and  arrows. 

To  every  division  is  a  certain  proportion  of  match-lockers, 
archers,  swOfd  and  target  men,  and  cavalry.  To  every  two 
hundred  men  is  an  imperial  ensign  or  standard ;  hut  at  a  parade, 
every  tenth  man  carries  a  showy  triangular  pennon  of  red, 
blue,  green,  or  yellow  taffety,  I  presume  according  to  the 
fancy  of  the  commanding  ofiiccr. 

It  is  prclcnded  thai  in  the  arsenal  of  every  province 
there  are  five  huiulrcd  fire-locks  *  in  store.  All  the  other  arms 
arc  mutch-locks,  bows  and  arrows,  and  swords  and  bucklers. 

*  Why  do  not  die  Ghiiwie  oie  fiw4odct  hnteaA  of  nnidi-locb?  Fmn-ttt^ 
adtveied  tbe  gacctim  by  fatjiqg*  that  dte  liolt  weie  apt  to  hum  fiie,  but  ilut  the 
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Of  eighty  thousand  Chinese  troops  employed  in  the  last  cx- 
]M  (litioii  to  Tiubct,  oaly  thirty  thousand  liad  fire-arms  and 
those  ail  luatch-locks. 

A  match  lock  in  China  costs  H   ounce  or  taiil  of  silver. 
A  sword      -       -       -      i    an  ounce. 
A  bow         -  3A  ounces. 

A  sheaf  of  arrows  -     3^  ounces. 

An  uniform         *      -    4  ounces. 

In  every  walled  town  there  is  a  garrisoD  proportionate 
to  its  size  for  the  security  of  the  revoiue,  the  magazines  of 

provisions  and  the  prisoners,  whether  debtors  or  crimiiiab» 
Jodged  in  the  gaols  there.  It  is  pretended  that  in  the  maga- 
zines there  arc  great  guns  belon^ng  to  every  town  of  this 
description,  but  I  never  saw  any  mounted  on  the  wails  or 
bastions  not  even  at  Pekin.  The  gates  are  generally  very 
bi^h  and  consist  of  several  stories,  one  above  the  otiicr,  with 
port  holes  that  are  shut  witli  doors,  on  the  outside  of  which 
are  painted  the  representations  of"  cannons  wliicli  at  a  dis- 
tance look  jjomcwhat  like  the  sham  ports  of  our  men  of  war ; 
but  if  rcii!  cannon  were  nionntod  tlii^rc  tliey  would  be  of  little 
use  as,  on  account  of  the  lonncss  of  tlie  stories,  the  smokg 
would  not  sufi'er  the  people  remaining  to  serve  them. 


matcb-locks  though  slow  were  alwajrs  sure.  The  truth  is,  1  bcl;cve,  tim  there  are 
«o  good  flintt  in  ChSiia»  and  iSvt  Chmeae  tnaiiiii  is  lo  do  as  wdl  as  they  posatbly 
can  without  foreign  supplies.  I  ioixht  whether  the  flints,  brought  from  Europe  to 
China,  be  of  the  best Und I  adis^gc  of  cliawte  codd  mt  cxtiopuli  their natnni 
Tivacity. 
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A  Liti  <^  the  Chinese  chief  Military  Officen^  their  Number, 

Rank$t  and  Salariet* 


Hinbei 

r.  Rank. 

Salary  of  each 
per  Anna 

Total  Taeb. 

lO 

unc  &0u>h]ii           •  ■ 

4iOOO 

73,000 

V% 

3|400 

i4v*«oo 

121 

Ti.ii  T?»_ 

1,300 

>S7i3«> 

000 

373 

The  Giou-^ 

600 

The  Tou-tze           -  • 

400 

170,000 

825 

llie  Sdoo-Coo 

320 

364,000 

1,680 

Hie  Sen«zim 

]6o 

368,000 

ITic  Pa-zun 

130 

470,870 

44 

Commissaries  of  corn  and  provi- 

sions of  the  first  rank- 

320 

(4,080 

330 

Commissaries  of  com  and  provi* 

tioiis  of     Mcond  rank 

160 

53,800 

Total  Ta£ls 

rough  Calcuhtum  of  the  Military 
'  ^  "JSstaMi^ment, 

'>ooo,ooo  tolaiitry  at  two  ouncet  of  lilver 
each  per  nunith,  proviiioiia 

included 
^00,000  cavalry  at  4  ounces  each 
*oo,ooo  horses  at  20  ounces  each,  and 
asUDinl  wear  and  tear  at  10 
,  percent. 
^^'UfiiqgQ,  £gg.  g^Soo^xo  men  oooe  a  ycar« 
Y         4  ounces  each  .  ^ 

^^iy  wear  arid  tear  of  arms,  accOQCre- 
«icnts,  contingencies,  Sec.  at  i  oimce 
peranaixOT         *  - 


a4fOO,oooo 


1,600,000 

7,300^000 

i,8oo/)0o 


73,000,000 


Total  TaeU    -    -  7'1*974>45° 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  JOURNAL.  479 

N.B.  NoallowaQGe  being  made  in  the  above  estimate 
for  the  expense  of  artilleiy,  tents»  war  equipage,  nor  for 
vessels  of  force,  boats,  &;c.,  I  include  them  in  the  extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  army,  which  are  probably  equal  to  the 
ordinaries. 

Arts  and  Sciences, 

L 

Tux  Chinese  possess  great  skill  in  many  branches  of 
the  arts,  particularly  in  the  mantifacture  of  silk  stutfs,  and 
of  certain  kinds  of  cotton  cloth.    Tliey  excel  in  the  secrets 
of  dyeing  and  fixing  their  colors,  in  the  process  also  of 
grinding  and  preparing  their  pigments  for  limning,  in  com- 
posing and  laying  on  varnishes,  and  in  neatness  of  joining 
.  and  cabinet-work ;  but  what  they  are  supposed  to  under- 
stand, in  a  very  superior  degree,  is  the  pottery,  or  art  of 
molding  clay  or  earth  to  every  purpose  of  which  it  is  capable, 
and  of  shaping,  glazing,  coloring,  and  liardening  it  us  they 
please.    Hence  the  beauty  and  variety  of  their  porcclaine, 
the  smootlmess  and  brilliancy  of  their  tiles,  and  the  neat* 
ness  and  solidity  of  their  bricks.    With  regard  to  the  latter, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  great  wall,  I  must  observe,  that  we 
saw  some  buildings  at  Yuen-min-t/ucn  which,  as  pieces  of 
brick  work,  are  superior,  both  in  point  of  materials  and 
workmanship,  to  Tyrconncl  liouse  in  the  south-west  corner 
of  Hanover-sciuarc,  which  is  lirrasted  of  as  the  most  perfect 
thing  of  the  sort  in  England.    Whatever  they  undertake 
they  appear   to  |)€dbrni  with  ease  and  dexterity.  After 
Parker's  two  great  lustres  had  been  put  together  by  our 

people  Horn  Eugland,  and  hung  up  iu  the  great  hall  of 
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Yucn-mm-yuen,  an  operation  that  rccjuiicd  consitlerabk* 
time,  pains,  and  intelligency,  it  being  found  necessary  to 
remove  them  to  another  place,  two  common  Cliinese  took 
them  down  piece  by  piece  in  less  than  half  an  hour  without 
Ihe  smallest  assistance  or  instruction.  A  Chinese  with  his 
rude  instrument  quickly  cut  off  a  slip  from  the  edge  of  a 
curved  plate  of  glass,  belonging  to  the  dome  of  the  plane- 
tarium, which  our  artists  could  not  effect  after  repeated 
attempts  with  a  diamond.  This  appeared  the  more  extm- 
ordinary  as  the  use  of  glass  is  not  yet  familiar  to  tlie  people, 
their  table  utensils  being  mostly  of  porcdaine,  their  mirrors 
of  metal,  and  their  windows  of  oyster-shell  or  of  paper. 
They  execute  all  kinds  of  embroidery  and  needle-work  with 
admirable  elegance;  and  the  commonest  articles  of  their 
dress,  though  clumsy  and  cumbersome  in  its  fashion,  are 
yet  sewed  and  made  up  with  singular  precision  and  con- 
trivance. They  can  copy  an  European  picture  with  great 
exactness;  but  they  a^iear  to  be  strangers  to  the  priuci- 
ples  of  perspective  in  painting,  their  own  original  pieces 
bdng  without  any  distribution  of  light  and  shade.  This  is 
the  more  extraordinary,  as  from  the  laying  out  of  their  gar- 
dens and  pleasure-grounds,  one  would  be  tempted  to  imagine 
that  th^y  understood  perfectly  well  the  effects  of  which  it 
is  cupable  of  producing. 

1  n  respect  to  science  the  Chinese  are  certainly  far  behind 
the  European  world.  'I  hcj  have  but  a  vcrv  limited  know- 
ledge of  inatheiiiatics  and  astronomy,  although  from  some 
of  tl)e  printed  accounts  of  China,  one  might  Ije  hd  to 
imagine  tkit  they  were  well  versed  in  tlicui.    A  great  put 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  JOURNAL.  ji$t 


of  their  astroijoiny  is  mere  astrological  trifling,  whose  chief 
v.nd  is  to  point  out  the  proper  timeii  tor  certain*  ceremonies, 
upon  ti»e  strict  observance  of  which  the  liappincss  of  the 
empire  and  of  individuals  is  supposed  lo  depend,  llieir 
ali'cctalion  of  the  science  of  astronomy  or  astrology  (for  they 
hat'e  but  one  word  in  their  language  to  express  l)otli)  in- 
duced them  at  a  very  remote  j)criod  to  establisli  a  mathe- 
matical college  or  irihnnfil,  the  dufv  of  vhich  is  to  prepare 
and  fin'nibh  to  the  nation  an  annnai  calciuiar,  somewhat  like 
our  l^cor  J\r;/;?V?'.s  /llnianarh,  with  lists  of  all  the  lucky  and  un- 
lucky days  of  the  year,  predictions  of  the  weather,  directions 
for  sowing  and  reaping,  Sec.  Sec.    This  branch  is  entirely  con- 
fided to  and  conducted  by  the  Chinese  doctors,  who  are 
chosen  for  the  j)urpose  from  among  the  most  celebrated  phi- 
lomaths of  the  natioa :  but  the  real  astronomical  parts  (the 
calculation  of  eclipses,  the  phases  <^  the  moon,  the  conjunc- 
tion  of  the  planets,  &c.)  are  at  present  committed  to  the  charge 
of  three  European  missionaries,  namely,  Goiivea  the  bishop 
of  Pckin,  his  secretary,  and  Padre  Antonio,  all  of  them  Por- 
tuguese, but  none  of  them  eminently  qualified  for  the  business. 
The  Chinese  could  not  venture  to  depend  on  the  calculations 
of  their  own  people,  as  tiiey  are  known  to  be  never  quite 
accurate,  and  to  be  often,  indeed  generally,  very  erroneous. 
'Hiey  have  however  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  circles  of  the 
sphere,  of  the  annual  and  diurnal  motions  and  the  common 
phenomena,  but  are  entirely  strengen  to  the  true  principles 
•  of  physical  astronomy.   The  first  introduction  of  Europeans 
into  the  mathematical  tribunal  is  said  to  have  arisen  from  a 
circumstance  which  in  itself  Is  alone  sufficient  proof  of  the 
gix>ss  ignorance  of  the  Chinese  in  sutronomical  matters.  Their 
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computatioa  of  time  being  solely  lunar  soon  became  neces- 
Mtrilj  errooeous  from  their  defect  in  tbe  knowledge  of  the  irre- 
gularities of  tbe  moon'^s  motion ;  and  the  errors  resulting  from 
their  igDorance  in  this  sespect  accumulated  to  such  a  degree 
that  a  palpable  change  of  seasons  became  perceptible ;  in 
Older  therefore  to  correct  this  error  in  their  calendar  thej 
added  or  threw  out  a  month  in  certain  yea^  where  it  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  to  keep  the  seasons  in  their  proper 
places.  These  intercalations  were  made  however  without  any 
system,  and  consequently  liable  to  gross  mistake  and  growing 
error.   One  of  the  European  missionaries  in  I67O  undertook 
to  explain  to  the  court  the  nature  of  the  mistakes  committed  by 
the  tribunal  of  mathematics,  and  to  convince  them  that»  in  that 
very  year,  they  had  improperly  inserted  an  intercalary  month, 
when  it  ought  only  to  have  been  considered  as  a  common 
year  of  twelve  lunar  months.   As  the  Chinese  are  not  very 
nice  in  their  calculations,  the  Europeans  have  not  had  much 
dithrultv,  since  that  time,  in  keepmg  their  rnlen{lar  pretty 
near  the  truth.    From  this  accident  the  missionaries  derived 
many  advaiiliiges,  and  began  to  acquire  sonic  cousideratiou  at 
court.    To  what  height  tlicir  attainments  in  science  may 
have  reached  I  know  uot ;  but  we  have  good  reason  to  think, 
that  their  successors  of  tlic  present  day  have  not  soared 
niany  degrees  above  tlie  Cliinese;  for,  according  to  their  own 
contusion  to  Mr.  Barrow,  they  take  very  Jitlk^  pains  in  cal- 
enktting  tlie  echpscs  on  mathematical  principles,  but  chiefly 
<'ontent  themselves  witli  reducing  them,  as  given  in  the  Paris 
ahnanacs,  from  the  meridian  of  tiiut  caj)ital  to  the  meridian 
of  Pekin.    Tliey  exjircssed  much  uneasiness  and  apprehen- 
sion Uiat  the  subversion  iu  France  would  prevent  the  Conuois^ 
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:fances  dcs  Tempn  from  being  legiil.iiiv  IransiiiiLlcd  to  thciii 
ns  loi  iiierly  ;   and  were  therefore  hiclily  gmtified  liv  our 
i'uniisliing  ihoni  with  the  lalcbl  of  our  printed  nautical  ahna- 
uianacks,  and  a  manuscri])t  supplcnictit  calculated  Ibr  a  fo^v 
vears  to  come.    AVilh  regard  to  LTf^ometrv,  sonic  lew  of  the 
Chinese,  attached  to  the  l)oard  of  ustroiioin y,  arc  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  most  coimnou  and  useiul  propositions  ; 
but  ^vhcthcr  tlicy  were  known  in  the  country,  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  tlic  uiissiouaries,  I  cannot  ascertain.    Sonic  of  thcai 
jire  said  likewise  to  have  a  sliqjht  knowledi^*  of  plain  trigo- 
nometry, lint  are  totally  ignorant  of  s[)h(  ricah    A  table  of 
logarithms  has  hern   published   in  the  Chinese  character; 
but  this  admirable  assistant  to  arithmetical  calculations  was 
iottxxluced  by  the  Jesuits  in  the  reign  of  Cattg-shce.  The 
operations  of  algebra  are  wholly  unknown  among  the  Clii- 
ncse.    Gouvca,  the  present  Portuguese  bishop  of  Pekin, 
who  belongs  to  the  tribunal  of  mathematics,  said  that  it  bad 
jiidjerto  been  found  inipossiblc  to  render  this  branch  of  ma- 
ibematics  intelligible  to  them,  because  their  language  did 
not  admit  of  an  alpbaliet ;  but  his  reverence  did  not  seem 
perfectly  to  understand  the  subject  himself ;  ibr  algebraical 
quantities  may  certainly  be  represented  by  any  mark  or 
cbaracter,  as  well  as  by  the  letters  of  aa  European  alphabet. 
The  truth  indeed  is,  that  the  present  raissionaries  are  very 
little  conTersant  in  algebra,  or  the  higher  parts  of  the  mn  (he- 
matics, and  but  poor  proficients  in  any  other  branch  of 
science.  Some  of  those,  who  were  patronised  by  the  em- 
peror Cang'9hee,  about  fburscore  years  ago,  were  men  of  con- 
siderable knowledge,  and  of  indefatigable  industry;  they 
attempted  «to  introdnce  cxperimenial  phik>90phy  into  Chine^ 
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unci  from  the  accouDts  given  by  tliem  of  the  taste  of  tbeoiurl, 
and  of  the  avidity  with  which  their  lessons  and  exbibition& 
were  received,  we  were  induced  to  proi'ide  and  carry  with, 
us  an  expensive  apparatus  of  different  kinds,  and  of  the 
latest  inventions ;  but  we  bad  very  little  occasion  to  naake  use 
of  them,  for  almost  every  thing  of  tbis  nature,  that  bad 
been  taught  by  the  Jesatts,  seemed  to  be  either  entirely  for-: 
gotten  or  considered  of  no  value.  Neither  Kien-Lung  him- 
self nor  those  about  him  aj)peared  to  have  any  curiosity  in 
these  !ruiUci"s ;  it  is  besides  the  policy  of  the  present  govern- 
ment to  discounige  all  novelties,  and  to  prevent  their  subjects, 
as  much  as  possible,  from  ei»tcrtaining  a  higher  opinion  of 
foreigners  than  of  thciiisclves.  Doctor  Dinwiddie  gave  a  few 
lectures  unci  exliibitecl  some  experiments  at  Canton  to  the 
Enn;l!sh  factory,  Avhich  were  constantly  attended  by  the  jirin- 
cipal  Chinese  merchants,  who  seemed  highly  delighted  witli 
them,  and  showed  the  strongest  desire  of  farther  instruction. 
Had  Dinwidtlic  remained  atCanton.and  continued  hia courses, 
1  dare  say  he  might  have  soon  realized  a  very  considerable 
sum  of  money  from  his  Chinese  pupils  alone.  But  the 
Mandarines  in  Pekin  manifested  very  little  disposition  of 
this  kind  :  none  of  them  discovered  tlie  slightest  notion  of 
the  physical  properties  of  bodies,  the  pressure  of  fluids,  the 
principles  of  optics,  perspective,  electricity,  &c.  althougii 
several  of  them  had  seen  air-pumps,  electrical  macbinef* 
telescopes,  prisms,  magic-lanthoms,  and  show-boxes. 
Nevertheless  it  was  observed  that  most  of  the  great  men, 
wbo  went  to  see  tbe  globes,  the  planetarium,  tlie  barome- 
ters, and  pendulums  put  up  at  Fueii-mtii-ytten,  affected  to 
view  them  with  careless  indifferepce,  as  if  such  things  went 
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«ftiite  coinmon  and  familiar  to  them,  and  tliC  use  of  liieiu  well 
.UDderstood.  They  could  not  however  conceal  tlieir  sense  of  the 
beauty  and  elegance  of  our  Derby  porcelaine,  when  they  saw  the 
ornamental  vases  belon^ng  to  VulUainy's  clocks.  Three  young 
princes,  sons  of  the  emperor's  eleventh  son,  frequently  visiteil 
our  artists  whilst  engaged  at  Yum-mm-yfnen,  and  expressed 
great  admiration  of  the  workmanship  and  appearance  of  the 
t^lobcs,  clocks,  and  oriery,  but  candidly  owned  that  they 
did  not  coinprehrnd  tiie  pur|ioses  of  them.  'J'hoii'jii  the 
father  of  these  prniccs  is  tlie  patron  or  inspector  of  tlif  rdlJcge 
of  niatliematics,  it  is  probable  he  does  not  hold  the  clen^ents 
taught  there  in  very  high  estimation,  as  his  children  were  not 
instructed  in  them,  their  education  being  solely  confined  to 
the  accnurement  of  the  Chinese  and  ISIantehoo  languages,  the 
study  oi  tlu  u  ceremonies  or  ethics,  and  of  the  history  of  their 
owa  empire. 

The  Chinese  bridges  are  generally  of  a  light  and  elegant 
appearance,  but  I  presume  of  a  slight  construction,  for  there 
are  very  few  of  them  over  which  wlieel-carriages  are  allowed 
to  pass.  The  elliptical  arch  is  unknown  to  thcni  as  it  was  to 
the  ancient  (i reeks  and  Romans,  but  they  have  variety  of  what 
arc  usually  called  Gothic  arches.  Instead  of  a  key-stone,  in 
the  lui  m  of  a  truncated  wedge  as  with  us,  the  crown  of  their 
semi-circular  ai  ch  is  usually  a  curved  stone  segment  of  a  con- 
siderable span,  from  whence  it  may  be  presumed  that  their 
geometrical  skill  is  oot  very  great  in  the  con^tructioa  of 
bridges,  ^ 
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It  somf^m^^'-''  liapno!is  that  men  by  mere  dint  of  natural 
•parts,  without  Uio  advantiifrc  ot' education  (such,  lor  example, 
as  Arkwvight  aiul  iirindle}  )  will  hit  uj>on  methods  of  accom- 
plishing great  undertakings,  where  the  nK»st  plausible  theories 
havt*  been  tound  insufficient  or  iniipplicabic  to  the  purpose  ; 
but  this  cnti  rarely  happen  except  in  a  country  Uke  Kurope, 
Avherc  the  general  cricctof  tlie  niechmiical  powci-s  is  Inniiliarto 
ilic  vulvar,  from  the  daily  observance  ol'tlie  applieatioti  of  some 
OIK'  or  other  oi"  sueii  powers.    Thus  ev  ery  connnmi  laborer 
Avill  have  reeoin.st;  to  a  pulley,  a  lever,  a  tooth  and  ]>inion 
v  lu!el,  because  he  has  seen  tlu  ni  perioral  their  functions  a 
lUousand  times,  and  although  he  has  no  just  idea  of  their 
«xact  p()Woi's,  yet,  by  repeated  trials,  he  is  sure  of  succeeding 
ill  his  ob'^ct;  but  in  a  country  hkv.  China,  where  the  sciences, 
wli it'll  probably  first  pointed  out  those  artificial  pouera,  arc 
little  known  and  little  cultivated,  difticulties  where  they  occur 
are  usually  sunnounlcd  by  the  increase  and  bodily  exertions 
of  iiunibci's.    Perhaps,  indeed,  it  may  not  be  refining  too  much 
to  suppose,  that  the  Chinese  neglect  of  science  as  applicable 
to  practice  is  the  rcsidt  of  reflexion,  and  that  it  is  true  wis- 
dom in  the  government  to  discoiiHteuance  the  jreneral  use  of 
Ihc  mechanical  pmvci's,  cmplovinf;-  such  artificial  aid  only 
where  it  is  absolutely  una\  oitUible,  berause  the  existence  of 
80  many  millions  of  the  people  (k  [iciuls  chiefly  upon  tlicir 
uianualJabor.    Most  of  the  things  vluch  the  Chinese  know 
they  seem  to  hai'C  io vented  themselves,  to  have  applied  them 
fldely  to  the  purpose  wanted,  and  to  have  never  thousrht  of 
improving  or  extending  them  farther.    Tliey  know  s>o  iav  as 
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thmt  natural  bodily,  force  may  be  aesisted  by  means  of  the 

single  pulley  and  the  lever.   The  first  we  observed  at  Ta-cou 
in  the  transhipping  of  our  (packages  from  the  sea-junks  into  the 
fiver  ones,  for  which  operation  thcj  employed  three  or  four 
single  pullies  each  with  its  separate //i//  or  rope  to  each  of  the 
packages.    These  pullies  were  made  fast  to  a  horizontal  rope 
stretched  between  the  masts,  and  four  or  live  men  applied 
their  strengtli  to  each  rope.    So  far  they  have  proceeded  in 
this  contrivance,  but  seemingly  no  farther,  because  probably 
the  immense  population  of  the  country  can  at  all  times  sup- 
ply any  number  of  hands  that  may  be  recpiircd  ;  and  it  may 
also  be  an  object  to  them  ruthcr  to  gain  in  point  of  time  than 
in  power,  otherwise  having  already  employed  the  smglc  pul- 
ley, the  double*  one,  it  might  be  supposed,  ■would  easily  have 
occurred  to  them.    For  raising  the  anchors  of  the  lar^re  sea 
junks  that  make  distant  voyages,  they  have  a  machine  or 
kind  of  windlass,  to  which  several  levers  are  fixed,  and  ivliicb,. 
instead  of  being  stopped  by  palls,  is  stopped  by  a  wedge  in- 
serted between  the  rollers  and  the  deck.    A  machine  of  the 
same  kind  placed  vertically,  is  said  to  be  used  for  drawing  their 
vessels  up  a  glacis  from  the  lower  level  of  a  canal  to  an  upper 
one  ;  but  of  this  singular  method  of  overcoming  inequalities  of 
surface  in  inland  navigation,  without  the  use  of  locks  and 
sluices,  I  am  not  qualified  to  give  a  pmper  account,  as  nothing 
of  the  sort  occurred  in  the  course  of  our  passage,  but  it  is  of- 
ten practised  in  several  other  parts  of  the  country.  Hicre  are 
indeed  no  undertakings  of  utility  and  invention  for  which  the 
Chinese  are  more  celebrated  than  the  numberless  comrounica^ 
tions  by  water  through  tlic  interior  of  their  vast  empire.  These 
have  escited  general  admiration  among  foreigners.  As  a  coni- 
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sUlerabk  pa»t  onr  journey  from  Pekin  to  Hang-tchoo-foo,  was^* 
upon  what  is  usually  called  the  grand  or  imjierial  canaly  I  am 
enabled  to  give  some  account  of  it.   This  great  work  was  exe- 
cuted for  the  purpose  of  laying  opca  to  each  other  the  northern 
and  southern  provinces  of  the  empire.    It  is  more  properly 
an  jnipiovcd  livcr  (han  an  entirely  artifii'ial  canal,  aecording to 
our  general  acceptation  of  the  term,  i'or  it  has  a  descent  almost 
ill  every  part, and  generally  rims  witii  considerable  velocity.  Al- 
tliou^li  It  15  evident  that  the  projectors  were  very  little,  if  at  all, 
accjuaintcd  with  the  principles  otlevelling,  they  possessed  suffi- 
cir*nt  saeacity  to  avail  themselves  of  all  the  natural  advan- 
ta£i;es  resulting  from  the  ground  o\cr  whicli  the  water  was 
to  he  convcv  fci.    Jfwe  turn  our  attention  to  tliat  [xirticular 
part  of  tht;  c  anal  which  lies  Ijetwcen  the  Eit-ho  and  the  Jloang- 
ho,  and  m  Iuc  Ii  efteets  the  communication  of  these  t\ro  rivers,  a 
tolerable  idea  may  Ix:  toi  niccl  of  the  extent  of  Chinese  know- 
led  iije  and  contrivance  in  enterprises  of  this  nature.  The  direct 
{)is»t:incc  of  the  Ku-ho  to  tlic  IJuajig-hot  where  the  canal  unites 
them,  may  be  about  two  hundred  miles.    The  beds  of  these 
(wo  rivers  are  pretty  nearly  on  the  same  level,  but  the  inter- 
jacent country  rises  from  each  with  an  imperceptible  ascent 
and  is  highest  about  midway.  Hie  Chinese  had  no  iastru- 
roeiit  or  other  means  of  art  to  ascertain  this  point  of  eleva- 
tion, but  nature  seems  to  have  indicated  it  to  them  by  the 
course  of  the  river,  which,  rising  in  Chan'iong  to  the  eastward, 
and  running  westward  in  the  intermediate  space  between  the 
Eu-/to  and  Ilwmg-ho,  is  obstructed  in  its  piuisagp,and  then  di- 
vides into  two  brandies,  one  of  which  takes  a  northern  course 
itnd  &lls  into  the  the  other  pursues  a  southern  route 

iind  descends  into  the  Hoang'ho*   The  northern  stream  sccins 
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to  have  been  generally  traced  according  to  all  its  windings  the 
bed  of  it  enlarged,  aod  formed  \^ith  an  uniform  descent,  and 
its  navigation  improved  by  ilood-g-ates  thrown  across  at  cer- 
tain distances,  sometimes  of  two^  three,  or  more  miles  asun^ 
der,  in  order  to  prevent  too  gieat  or  too  sudden  a  loss  of  wa< 
ter.  Hiese  flood-^tes  are  no  more  than  a  few  loose  planks, 
sliding  between  two  grooves,  cut  in  the  stone  piers  or  abut- 
nients,  which  project  on  each  side  from  the  banks  of  the  canal, 
and  approach  so  near  as  to  leave  in  the  middle  only  a  suffi- 
cient space  for  the  laigest  junks  or  vessels  to  pass  through. 
A  few  miles  before  the  northern  branch  jobs  the  Eu-ho,  in- 
stead 6f  following,  as  formerly,  the  natural  meanders  of  the 
stream,  it  is  earned  stmight  forward  in  one  direction,  by  a 
deep  cot  of  forty  foet  through  a  partial  elevation  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground.  The  task  was  not  difficult,  as  the  soil  is 
a  mixture  of  light  sand  and  clay,  entirely  free  from  rocks  or 
any  sort  of  stone.  But  the  southern  branch  required  more 
management  and  address,  as  its  progress  was  to  be  directed 
over  a  great  extent  of  swampy  grounds  and  lakes,  and  from 
thence  through  an  ascending  country  to  the  Hoang-ho.  On 
approaching  this  morass,  they  were  obliged  to  cut  very  deep 
below  the  surfooe  of  the  ground,  for  the  purpose  of  gi\  ing  the 
water  a  velocity  sufficient  to  force  itself  between  two  high 
banks  raised  above  the  inundated  country  with  incredible  la- 
bor and  expense.  In  one  fdace  it  traverses  a  vast  lake, 
whose  surface  is  far  below  its  own,  and  there  its  banks  are  ri^ 
vetted  with  enormous  blocks  of  marUe,  clasped  together  at 
the  top  with  iron  ;  and  lest  the  body  of  water  in  the  canal 
should  prove  too  strong  for  the  resistance  of  the  banks,  tliey 
nrc  intersected  with  sluices  at  certain  distances,  througli  which 
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tlie  fluperfluous  water  passes  into  deep  ditches  or  lioHows 
formed  on  rach  side  in  the  middle  of  the  banks  tlicinscU  t  s. 

Tlic  surface  of  the  water  Irt  into  these  ditches  or  hollows  be- 
ings kept  iit  ;i  mean  hiM^ht  between  the  se.rtiiees  of  the  canal 
and  tlielake  or  uuiiuialion,  the  [)ressure  of  the  body  of  water 
is  dinnnished  by  one  half,  and  the  danger  of  disruption  eonsi- 
derably  removed.  The  cannl  then  proceeds  through  a  rising 
country,  Ik-Iml];  often  thirty  and  forty  feet  below  the  snrlaee  of 
the  grountl,  anil  falls  into  tJic  Hoimg-ho  with  a  current  of  tvv« 
to  tlii'ce  miles  per  hour. 

Trom  the  above  account  it  may  be  inferred,  tliat  the  Chi- 
,  nesc  in  tlut  or  nearly  flat  countries  are  chiefly  directed  by  the 
apparent  course  of  the  natund  streams,  follow  it  as  nearly  as 
possible,  without  regarding  the  labor  or  expense  atteruling 
such  a  system,  and  when  they  come  to  a  difheulty  not  easily 
surmounted  by  their  other  means,  they  have  recourse  to  a 
glacis,  up  and  down  which  the  vessels  are  passed  between 
two  canals  of  tlitlerent  levels  *. 

*  Note.  Since  wiittng  Ae  above,  I  hat  icceHed  the  foOowbig  sole  from  Br* 
IXawicldK,  who  lunring  separated  from  rae  at  Han-cheu-fm  In  order  to  proceed  tO 
Chtu-san,  for  the  purpose  of  embarking  on  the  Hindostan  for  Canton,  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  more  at  leisure,  not  only  the  common  canal,  but  also  the 
odiere  wltow  commonicatMa  is  preserved  by  neaiw  of  s  i^ktu* 

"  The  iood*sstes  ia  Ac  canalt  of  Cbioa  ne  piefenfalc  to  Englidi  lock*,  in 
«  every  situation  where  the  canal  it  neatly  kvd,  and  aie  constructed  at  a  quarter  of 
"  tlic  expense. 

**  The  inclined  plane  down  which  the  boats  arc  launched  and  up  winch  liicj 
"  are  drawn  i«  a  node  superior  to  our  pracliee,  for  besides  their  bdng  cheaper 

"  they  arc  much  mor'-  fvpcditlous.  The  power  employed  consists  of  two  wind- 
•*  lasses,  p]jcecl  opposite  to  caclx  other  on  the  banks  or  aliutments  of  the  canal, 
«  the  ajtis  perpendicular,  the  gudgeons  of  the  lower  end  supported  on  a  stoae  and  the 
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The  Chinese  have  an  excellent  method  of  carrying  heavy 
packages,  by  dividing  the  burden  ))rctty  equally  among  the 
bearers.  This  is  effected  by  applying  two  long  pole$  parallel- 
wise  to  the  object  of  conveyance,  and  by  crossing  tliesc  at 
their  extremities  with  two  others.  Eight  men  are  thus  ad- 
mitted to  an  equal  i)nrticipation  of  the  wei<;ht.  By  lengthen- 
ing the  first  poles  witli  lour  others,  and  Ijy  applying  lo  tlieir  ex- 
tremities two  transverse  ones  as  before,  sixteen  men  may  be 
en 'J^n sred  together  in  this  macliincry,  and  so  on  to  a  greater 
numbi  r ;  hnt  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  more  than  thirty- 
two  men  emjjloyed  at  once  in  the  carrying  of  a  single  bur- 
den. I  had  already  slightly  mentioned  this  method  of  carrying 
packages  iu  my  Journal  of  the  21st  August  1793< 

As  it  is  generally  supposed  that  the  art  of  printing  is  of 
great  antiquity  among  the  Chinese,  I  must  not  pass  it  by 
without  some  notice.  Their  printing,  such  as  I  saw,  is  merely 
the  uujjressiou  of  a  wooden  cut,  or  rather  perhaps  from  an  em- 
bossing or  can  ing  in  alto  relievo  ujkhi  a  flat  board  or  tablet, 
which  when  wetted  witlj  ink  and  impressed  by  the  paper, 
delivers  a  reversed  copy  of  itself.  From  the  sue  of  the  page, 
which  is  incapable  of  decompodtion,  from  the  necessary 
.accuracy  the  process,  and  the  tediousness  of  the  execution, 
it  would  seem  that  new  publicattonft  are  not  very  frequent, 
and  that  knowledge  is  not  so  rapidly  disseminated  in  China 


"  vpper  end  tuniiog  between  two  stones,  sastained  in  an  horizontal  .poution  on 
•*  four  upright  itoncs.  Each  windlass  has  four  bars  which  ar«  manned  witli 
"  twclTC  to  sixteen  persons.  The  time  employed  in  one  instance  observed  was 
**  two  miiitttet  and  »  Inl^  mi  in  (uwOer  abomt  diree." 
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as  in  E.nglaiul  by  reviews,  magazines,  and  such  other  periodi- 
cal oracles  of  taste  and  literature. 

l)u  Ilakle  and  Grosier  tell  us  that  the  Chinese  have  move- 
able types  made  of  ^vood,  not  ot  cast  metal  as  with  us,  but 
that  they  use  them  only  for  the  corrections  and  changes  in 
the  Pekia  Court  Register,  or  list  of  public  officers,  which  is 
renewed  every  three  months.  In  this  case,  however,  1  sus- 
pect that  they  have  no  letter  fount,  Viut  that  they  cut  away 
the  old  characters  or  names  that  are  to  he  altered,  and  fill 
up  tlie  space  by  gluing  or  othenvise  fastening  the  new  ones 
upon  it.  The  weekly  gazettes,  published  in  most  of  the 
great  cities  of  the  empire,  are,  I  believe,  struck  off  in  their 
common  method  of  block-printing. 

"Whether  printing  as  practised  by  us  be  an  original  Euro- 
pean invention,  or  whether  the  first  hint  of  it  was  received  by 
way  of  Tartary  from  China,  I  will  not  presume  to  determine^ 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  art  was  not  known  ia  Europe  till  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  Marco  Polo's  retum  from  China. 
As  he  did  not  impart  the  discovery  I  conclude  he  was  igiio> 
rant  of  it,  and  that  such  books  as  he  may  have  seen  there»  he 
mistook  for'  manuscripts,  and,  indeed,  to  the  eye  of  a 
stranger  they  have  mndi  of  thatappeaianoe. 

The  structure  of  the  Chinese  language,  which,  it  is-  Hud« 
eonaists  of  eighty  thousand  words  or  characters,  each  word 
however  originally  formed,  being  a  distinct,  indiviiiUe 
hieroglyphic  or  representation  of  an  idea,  is  such  as*  to 
Jeoder  the  use  of  immoveable  types  totally  inapplicable  to 
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Chinese  printing ;  for  as  the  Chinese  have  no  alphabet  of 
letten»  or  elements  of  composition  as  we  have,  it  would  be 
necessary  fur  them  (instead  of  a  fount  of  tw  enty-four  divisions 
whidi  are  sufBcietit  for  languages  like  ours)  to  have  a  fount  of 
eighty  thousand  divisions  for  theirs,  or  a  division  for  every 
sepaxate  character,  a  project  impossible'  to  be  leduced  to 
practice. 

The  skill  of  the  Chinese  in  medicine,  surgery,  and  che- 
mistry is  certainly  very  limited,  notwithstanding  what  we 
have  read  in  many  authors  of  their  proficiency  in  tihoae  arts. 

The  excellent  quality  of  the  China  silk,  and  the  beauty 
of  the  stuffs,  which  arc  nianufarturfd  with  it,  have  chiinicd 
the  admiration  of  the  world  from  the  earhcst  ages,  'i'he  raw 
material  itself  is,  I  understand,  superior  to  any  of  tlie  same 
kind  of  any  other  country ;  but  I  have  been  assured  that  the 
fabrir'^  of  Lyons  and  Spitalficlds  are  sometimes  even  suj)(Tior 
to  tiiose  of  Nankin.  Of  this  I  cannot  pretend  to  indije  : 
but  admitting  that  the  Chinese  can  weave  tlie  best  s  lks  ni 
the  world,  it  is  no  less  true  that  they  also  make  the  v  (  i^r, 
for  they  suffer  nothing  to  be  lost;  the  flosses,  coinbmgs, 
refuse,  &c.  are  all  carefully  saved  and  worked  into  some 
useful  texture  or  other,  such  as  nettings,  curtains,  irauzcs, 
girdles.  Sec.  All  that  I  could  learn  relative  to  tiie  silk, 
silk-vvorms,  and  mulberry-trees  of  China  is  contained  in  my 
answers  to  the  Honorable  East  India  Company's  (jueries  on 
these  subjects ;  but  I  am  concerned  to  say,  that  they  are  not 
very  satisfactory,  lur  1  luund  it  impossible  to  obtain  all  the 
information  I  wanted. 
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With  regard  to  the  agriculture  of  the  Cbinesey  who  are 
cestaioiy  most  admirable  husbandmen,  such  observations  and 
remarks  as  I  had  occasion  to  make  upon  the  subject,  during 
the  course  of  my  travels,  being  interspersed  through  my 
journal,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  here. 

Having  given  an  extensive  description  of  the  emperor's 

gardens  at  Gehol,  in  my  account  of  that  place,  I  have  the 
less  to  add  upon  Ciiincsc  scenograph}-,  or  art  of  laying  out 
pleasure-iriounds,  upon  which  they  value  themselves  so 
highly,  as  they  do  indeed  upon  every  thing  else  that  aftbrds 
them  the  shghtest  pretension.  Whether  our  style  of  garden- 
ing was  really  copied  from  the  Chinese,  or  originated  with 
ourselves,  1  leave  for  vanity  to  assert,  and  idleness  to  dis- 
cuss. A  discovery,  which  is  the  result  of  good  sense  and 
reflection,  may  equally  occur  to  the  most  distant  nations 
without  either  borrowing  from  the  other.  »■  There  is  certainly 
a  great  analogy  between  our  gardening  nnd  the  Chinese; 
hut  our  excellence  seems  to  be  rather  in  im})ro\  ing  nature, 
theirs  to  conquer  her,  and  yet  produce  the  same  eftect.  It  is 
indifferent  to  a  Chinese  where  he  nial\cs  his  garden,  whether 
on  a  spot  favoured  or  abaiuiuncd  by  the  rural  deities.  If  the 
latter,  he  invites  them  or  compels  them  to  return.  I J  is  point 
is  to  change  every  thing  from  what  lie  found  it ;  to  explode 
the  old  f;4s}uon  of  the  creation,  and  introduce  novelty  in 
every  corner.  If  there  be  a  waste,  he  adorns  it  with  trees ; 
if  a  dry  desert,  he  waters  it  witlt  a  river  or  floats  it  with  a 
laJce.  If  there  be  a  smooth  flat,  iie  varies  it  with  all  possible 
conversions,  lie  undulates  the  surfiice,  Le  raises  it  in  hills, 
scoops  it  iuto  vallies,  and  roughens  it  with  rucks.    He  softens 
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asperities,  brings  amenity  into  the  wilderness,  or  animates 
the  taraeness  of  an  escpanse  by  accompanying  it  with  the 
majesty  of  a  forest.  Deceptions  and  eye-traps  the  Chinese  are 
net  unacquainted  with,  but  they  use  them  very  sparingly. 
I  obsen'cd  no  artificial  ruins,  caves  or  hermitages.  Though 
the.  sublime  predominates  in  its  proper  station,  you  are  insen- 
sibty  led  to  contemplate  it,  not  starded  by  its  sudden  intru- 
sion; for  in  the  plan  cheerfulness  is  the  principal  ieature, 
and  lights  up  the  face  of  the  scene.  To  enliven  it  still  more 
the  aid  of  architecture  is  invited.  All  .the  buildings  are  per> 
feet  of  their  kind,  either  elegantly  simple  or  highly  decorated 
according  to  the  eifect  that  is  intended  to  arise,  erected  at 
suitable  distances  and  judiciously  contrasted,  never  crowded 
together  in  confusion,  nor  affectedly  confironted,  and  staring 
at  each  other  without  meaning.  Proper  edifices  in  proper 
places  is  the  stile  which  they  admire.  The  summer-houses, 
the  pavilion,  the  pagnda,  have  all  their  respective  situations, 
which  tlMf  distinguish  and  improve,  but  which  any  .other 
structures  would  injure  or  deform.  The  only  things  disagree- 
able to  my  eye  arc  the  lai^e  porcelain  figures  of  lions,  tigers, 
dragons.  Sec.  and  tiic  rough-hrwn  steps  and  huge  masses  of 
rock-work  which  they  seem  studious  of  introducing  near  many 
of  their  houses  and  pidarrs.  Considering  their  general  good 
taste  in  the  other  points  I  was  nnicli  surprised  at  this,  and 
could  only  account  for  it  by  the  expense  and  the  difticulty  of 
bringing  together  such  inconmuities  ;  for  it  is  a  coninioti 
effect  of  ( iKjrnioiis  riches  to  j)nsii  every  tiling  they  can  pro- 
cure to  bombast  and  rxtravai]^an(o,  which  are  the  death  of 
taste.  In  other  countries,  however,  as  well  as  iji  China,  I 
have  seen  i»oiue  of  the  most  boasted  seats,  either  outgrowing 


APPENDIX  TO 

tbeir  beauty  from  a  plethora  of  their  ownei^s  wealth,  or  be- 
coming capricious  or  hypochimdhacal  by  a  quackish  applica^ 
tion  of  it.  A  few  fine  places  even  in  England  mi§^t  be 
pointed  out  that  arc  laboring  under  these  disorders ;  not  to 
mentiun  some  celebrated  houses  where  twisted  stair-caMCi 
window-glass  cupolas*  and  embroidered  chimney  pieces  con- 
vey nothing  to  us  but  the  whims  and  dreams  of  sickly 
fancy,  without  an  atom  of  grandeur,  taste,  or  propriety. 

• 

The  architecture  of  the  Chinese  is  of  a  peculiar  stile,  to- 
tally unlike  any  other,  irreducible  to  our  rules,  but  perfectly 
consistent  with  its  own.  It  has  certuin  principles  from  which 
it  never  deviates ;  and  although,  when  examined,  according 
to  ours,  it  sins  against  the  ideas  we  have  imbibed  of  distri- 
bution, composition,  and  proportions,  yet,  upon  the  whole, 
it  often  produces  a  most  pleasing  cifect ;  as  we  sometimes  see 
a  person  without  a  sinele  good  feature  in  bis  face,  have  never- 
theless a  vejry  agreeable  countenance. 

Iv  my  journal  of  the  U  th  of  August  1793,  I  gave  some 
account  of  the  juiiks  and  shipping  employed  by  the  Chinese, 
and  expressed  my  n^^touisliment  at  tlieir  obstinacy  in  not  imi- 
tating tJie  ingenuity  and  dexterity  of  Eurojieaus  in  the  built 
and  niritin  uvre  of  their  vessels,  after  ))aving  had  such  striking 
examples  before  their  oycs  for  Liicsc  tuo  hundred  an({  fifty 
years  past  ;  but  I  must  now,  ma  great  measure,  retrat  t  iny 
censures  ii])on  Uiis  pomt,  as  fi  om  what  I  have  smce  obsened 
m  tiic  course  of  my  several  royagw  on  the  riven»  and  canals 
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of  China,  I  confess  that  I  believe  tlie  yachts  and  other  craft, 
usually  employed  upon  them,  for  the  conveyance  of  passen- 
gers and  mercliandize,  and  the  Cliuiese  boatmen's  manner  of 
conducting  and  jnanaL^ino;  thcni,  are  perfectly  well  calrvjlated 
for  the  purposes  inttiukd,  and  probably  superior  to  any 
other  that  we  in  our  vanity  might  advise  them  to  adopt. 

With  regard  to  vessels  of  a  different  kind  for  more  distant 
voyages  to  Piatavia,  Manilla,  Japan,  or  Cochiu-Cliiua,  I  am 
informed  that  the  Chinese  of  Canton,  who  have  had  frequent 
oppoi hiiiitK    ot  sceinff  our  shi{)s  there,  are  by  no  means  in- 
sensible of  the  advantage  they  possess  over  their  own  ;  and 
that  a  principal  merchant  there,  .some  time  since,  had  or- 
dered a  large  vessel  to  be  constructed  according  to  an  Englisli 
model ;  but  tlic  Hou-poo  being  apprized  of  it,  not  only  forced 
him  to  relinquish  his  project,  but  made  him  pay  a  conuder- 
able  fine  ibr  his  ddinqucncy,  in  presuming  to  depart  fiom 
the  ancient  established  modes  of  the  empire  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  notions,  must  be  wiser  and  better  than  those  of 
the  barbarous  nations  which  came  from  Europe  to  trade 
there.   It  is,  indeed,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  the  pre- 
vailing system  of  the  Tartar  government  to  impress  the 
people  with  an  idea  of  their  own  sufficiency,  and  -to  under- 
value in  thar  eyes,  as  much  as  possible,  the  superior  inven- 
tion of  foreign  nations ;  but  their  vigilance,  in  this  respect, 
and  the  pains  they  take  for  the  purpose,  evidently  betny 
the  consdous  fears  and  jealousy  which  they  entertain  of  their 
subjects'  taste  for  novelty,  and  their  sagacity  in  discovering, 
and  wishing  tp  adopt  the  various  articles  of  European  inge- 
nuity for  use,  convenience,  and  luxury,  in  prefennoe  to  their 
voi.  II.  3  s 
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owi^.-vplttmsy  old-fiuftfaiooed  cootrivftnces.   J  am  asBured,  fas 
lo^a1lce,  that  several  smart  young  Chinese  at  Caoton  are 
.    ia  the  habit  of  wearing  bi-eccbes  and  stockings  d  TAngkkt 
in  their  houses,  and  when  they  come  abroad  cover  them  over 

with  their  usual  Chinese  accoutrements.  No  pi^cautkm 
can  stand  before  necessity  ;  wlmtever  they  want  from  us  they 
must  have,  and  every  day  they  will  want  nioie;  and  elude 
all  means  of  prevention  in  order  to  proCQie  them.  Cotton, 
opium,  watcheii,  broad  cloth,  and  tin  they  cannot  do  without, 
and  I  have  little  doubt  that  in  a  short  time  we  «^hflH  haveal- 
ms»\.  a  monopoly  of  those  supplies  to  them. 

But  to  return  ivom  tliii  digi'ession  to  the  subject  of  Chi- 
nese navigation.  It  is  a  very  siuLnilnr  rircumstance  that, 
though  tlie  Ciiuiese  appear  to  he  so  ignorant  oi"  that  art,  and 
have  neither  charts  of  their  coasts  or  seas  to  direct  them, 
nor  forestaff,  quadrant  or  other  instrument  for  taking  the  sun's 
altitude,  yet  they  liave  for  many  ages  past  hceu  acquainted 
with  the  use  of  the  mariner's  compass  ;  they  even  pretend  that 
it  was  known  to  thorn  before  ti  n  nine  of  Confucius,  lie  that 
as  it  may,  the  best  writers  agree  lljat  it  was  not  known  to  U'? 
in  Europe  till  tlic  latter  end  of  the  13th  century,  after  the 
concjuest  of  China  f\v  the  Alongul  Tartars;  but  wliether  com- 
municated by  Marco  PdIo  on  his  return  from  China,  or 
by  some  other  adventurer,  remains  undecided,  - 

"Whoever  it  wan  that  oIi^i!UllIy  introduced  the  mariner's 
oompahs  as  now  usoil  ol  thirty-two  p(»inls,  would  appear  to 
have  had  more  praetical  than  scientific  knowledge,  as  long 
before  the  discovery  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  Europe,  pliiio- 
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sophers  of  all  nations  had  agreed  to  divide  tlie  circle  into 
three  hundred  and  sixty  equal  parts  or  degrees.  One  reason 
probaijly  ot  the  general  adoption  and  continuance  of  this  num- 
ber, is  the  convenience  of  its  being  divisil>Ie  into  int('<j;rai 
parts  by  so  many  different  nunibei"s :  the  jxjints  o4  our  mari- 
riner's  compass,  however,  happen  not  to  be  among  these  num- 
bers, for  360  divided  by  32  give  11^,  so  that  except  the  four 
cardinal  points  and  their  four  bisecting  points,  all  the  others, 
■when  converted  into  degrees,  arc  involved  with  IVaetions  ;  a 
circunKstaiite  of  some  inconvenience  at  first,  although  now  ini- 
inaterial  to  seamen,  who  have  tables  for  every  minute  of  a  de- 
gree ready  calculated  to  their  liands.  Considered  in  this 
point  of  view,  the  Chinese,  without  an}'  pretensions  to  science, 
and  without  a  repeated  bbection  of  4,  8,  IG,  and  32,  as  in  the 
European  compass,  have  &llcn  upon  a  more  convenient  divi* 
sion  of  the  card  of  their  compass  than  that  which  we  have 
adopted.  Theirs  is  quartered  bj  the  four  cardoial  points  in 
the  same  manner  as  ours,  and  each  of  these  js  subdivided 
into  6  points*  making  34  points  in  the  whole  card»so  that  everj 
point  contains  Id  degrees,  or  the  S4th  part  of  360. 


Language* 

Without  presuming  to  deeide  upon  t^e  merits  or  de* 
merits  of  a  ^nguage,  whidi  I  have  so  little  acquaintaooe 
with,  I  shall  however  set  down  that  little  which  I  have.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  universal  character  for  this  part  of  the 
world,  as  the  Japanese,  the  Cochin-Chinese,  the  people  of 
Pulo  Condore,  &c.  though  they  could  not  undentand  the 
language  of  our  Chinese  interpreters  when  spoken  to  them» 
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yet  pciTcc  tly  roinprchendcd  whatever  they  wrote,  in  the  same 
nianncv  us  all  the  nuisic  ians  in  Europe,  of  every  different 
country,  understand  c(iiia!ly  well  the  musical  scale,  and 
read  written  music,  \vlnnhcr  Italian,  Ccnnan,  English,  or  of 
any  other  *;chool  ;  and  as  all  nations  in  Europe  equally  un- 
derstand the  Arabic  numerals,  and  tlic  various  signs  used  by 
astronomers,  tnatlicinaticians,  cliyn)isis,  kc.  If  it  he  true, 
to  tlie  extent  it  is  said  to  Ix.*,  that  tiie  Chinese  language  con- 
sists  of  as  great  a  diversity  of  characters,  as  that  scarcely  any 
one  man  is  capable  of  learning  them  all  it  is,  no  doubt,  a 
very  great  defect  ;  let  us,  however,  consider,  lor  a  moment, 
how  few  there  are  who  really  undei-stand  the  meaning  of 
every  word  lliat  occurs  in  the  lexicon  of  our  own  language 
(the  ICnglish.)  To  him  who  does  not,  the  word  not  under- 
stood is  exactly  tlio  same,  as  an  unknown  or  unlcarued  cha- 
racter in  the  Chinese  language  to  a  Chinese. 

From  the  progression  of  science,  within  these  two  huiuhed 
years,  1  suppose  there  may  he  neaily  a  fourth  more  words 
in  the  English  language  at  present  than  had  been  received  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time;  and  if  the  range  of  our  knowlcdt^c 
enlarges,  the  number  of  words  to  express  our  knowlcch'^e 
must  be  enlarged  also.  In  the  actual  state  of  our  language, 
I  believe  there  are  very  few  uien  not  capable  of  at  quiring  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  evcxy  word  of  it,  ami  eaeli  word 
is  certainly  a  cft<ir<n?/«r,  being  only  a  dilferent  combination  of 
fetters  from  any  other  word,  and  expressing  an  idea,  just 
as  each  Chinese  eharacfer  is  a  different  combination  of  marks 
or  strokes;  but  each  expressing  an  idea.  Now,  I  imagine  it 
very  |NWsibIe  to  find  several  individuals  in  Europe,  parlicu- 
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larly  in  Germanjr,  who  are  perfect  masters  of  Greek,  Tjathi, 
English,  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  Portugiuise,  and  Gcrtium. 
Perhaps,  tlie  \arioiis  vocables  of  tliese  ci^ht  lani^uagcs  put 
together  niav  turn  out  to  be  not  fewer  than  all  tlie  Chiiu'se 
characters,  which  have  been  so  muc  li  ecnsured  on  account  of 
their  number  anil  variety.  I  dare  say  that  Sir  ^V'illialIl 
Jones,  now  one  of  tlie  judges  in  Bengal,  knows  several  lan- 
guages more  than  1  have  eiuimerated,  consequently  if  he  had 
been  born  a  Ciiinese,  and  applied  himself  solely  as  the 
Chinese  do  to  the  study  of  the  Chinese  language,  he  would 
have  very  easily  mastered  every  character  and  combioatioa 
which  it  consists  of  The  Chinese,  by  studying  their  own 
language  only,  are  likely  to  know  it  well,  and  every  Chinese 
studies  it  more  or  less ;  and  as  to  the  great  difficulty  of  k  uni- 
ing  it,  for  which  we  find  fault  with  it,  I  am  persuaded  that 
it  is  much  exaggf.mted ;  for  I  never  heard  it  complained  of 
by  the  Chinese  themselves,  and,  among  them,  I  observe 
that  every  body,  even  the  meanest  people,  c^.  write  it 
sufficiently  for  their  business,  and  the  common  purposes  of 
life. 

» 

Sir* George  Staunton's  son,  a  boy  of  twelve  years  dd, 
during  our  passage  from  England  learned,  in  »  few  broken 
lessons  from  a  very  cross  master  and  by  his  own  attention, 
not  only  such  a  'copia  verborum  and  phraseology  as  enabled 
him  to  make  himself  understood,  and  to  understand  others 
when  he  arrived  in  China ;  but  acquired  such  a  ^cility  in 
writing  the  Chinese  character,  that  he  copied  all  our  diploma- 
tic papers  for  the  Chinese  government  (the  Chinese  writen 
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being  afraid  of  their  hands  being  known)  in  so  neat  and  so 
expeditious  a  manner  as  to  occasion  great  astonishment 
among  them.  And  here»  in  confirmation  of  what  I  hare  said 
above,  let  me  observe*  that  this  young  gentleman  possesses 
aheady  five  languages,  English,  Latin,  Greek,  Fxench,  and 
Chinese,  a  thing  scarcely  to  be  parafleled  at  so  eatly  an  age. 

The  Chinese  language  seems  however  to  have  one  material 
delect.  It  is  liable  to  be  equivocal,  and  appears  to  depend, 
in  a  great  measttie,  upon  the  tone  or  pronunciation  of  Ihe 
woids  used  by  the  speakers;  for  I  took  notice  that  in  their 
conversation  together  they  were  often  subject  to  mistake  one 
another,  and  to  i-cquire  frequent  explanations.  Hie  same 
word  as  written  having  different  significations,  according  as  it 
is  spoken  with  a  grave  or  with  an  acute  wUxaL 

Trade  and  Commeree, 

For  near  forty  years  past  our  knowledge  of  the  commerce 
of  China  has  been  confined  to  Canton.  The  Europeans  fre^ 
quenting  that  port,  beintr  chiefly  engaged  in  the  mere  busi- 
ness of  buying  and  selling  on  the  spot,  wanted  leisure  or 
curiosity  to  make  inquiries  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  imme- 
diate and  most  interesting  concerns;  and  the  Chinese  mer- 
chants, \s  hctlier  f roni  ignorance  or  policy,  were  little  (lualified 
or  disposed  to  give  them  very  accurate  information.  It  is 
however  certain  that  a  considerable  intercourse,  though  per- 
haps less  than  fonnerlv,  is  still  mauitanu  d  between  China 
and  Japan,  the  i'laiJppine  islands,  the  isles  of  Sunda,  and 
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the  counlries  of  Corea  and  Cochin-Cliiiia.  Fmm  Canton  to 
Tcii-chou-fou,  at  tho  entrance  of  the  gn!ph  of  }\--tchc-li  (to  say 
notliing  of  the  country  within  the  gtilph  itsell)  is  an  extent  of 
(toast  of  near  two  ihousaiid  miles,  indented  with  innumontble 
harbours,  many  of  them  capable  of  admitting  tlie  largest 
European  ships,  and  all  oi  them  safe  and  sufficiently  deep 
lor  the  vessels  of  the  country.  Every  creek  or  haven  has  a 
town  or  city  upon  it;  the  inhabitants,  who  abound  beyond 
credibility,  are  mostly  of  a  trafficking  mercantile  cast,  and  a 
g^reat  part  of  them,  from  tlieir  necessary  employment  in  the 
fishery,  which  supplies  them  with  a  principal  article  of  their 
subsistence,  are  accustomed  to  the  sea  and  to  the  manage- 
ment  of  shipping ;  bnt,  according  to  the  present  regulations 
of  tlie  empire,  all  trade  with  any  of  these  places  is  absolutely 
interdicted  to  Europeans ;  and  Canton  is  the  only  port  which 
they  are  allowed  to  frequent.  I  shall  therefore,  under  the 
present  head,  turn  my  chief  attention  to  the  commerce  car- 
ried on  at  Canton,  and  particularly  to  those  branches  of  it 
which  are  most  interesting  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depend- 
encies in  India. 

A  few  yeais  ago  the  exports  to  China  on  the  Cuiiipany's 
account  in  English  goods,  and  on  Englisli  bottoms,  scarcely 
exceeded  one  hunflrcd  th<nisand  pounds  per  annuniy  and 
the  private  trade  might  perhaps  be  as  nnich  more.  The  ba- 
lance was  paid  in  silver;  but,  since  the  coniniutalion  act, 
the  exports  have  been  gradually  rising,  and  have  not  yet,  I 
am  persuaded,  reached  their  liighcst  point.  Therr  v.ere  im- 
ported into  Canton  from  England,  during  tlie  hist  season 
(1793)1  in  sixteen  Company's  ships,  to  the  amount  of  above 
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2,911,000  taels,  or  about  970,333/.  sterling*,  in  lead,  tin, 
■woollens,  together  with  furs  and  otlier  articles  of  private 

trade.  The  oixk'r  for  woollens  -j-  only  in  tlic  present  year 
(1794-)  abus  e  'J,M),0{X)/.  higher  than  that  of  the  former,  so 
that  this  suigle  article  of  xvoullens  has  grown  to  be  be- 
tween 700,000/.  and  800,000/.  and  will  probably  increase. 
Thus  then  our  exports  iium  England  to  China  alone  will  be 
1,200,000/.  at  least,  or  six  times  as  niucli  as  tliey  were  a 
dozeu  years  ago. 

TTic  raluc  of  exports  from  Clnna  to  England  in  eighteen 
Company's  ships  this  season  is  above  4,583,326  taels,  or 
1,527,775/.  prime  cost"[,  which  when  sold  will  certainly  pro- 
duce above  3,000,000/.  sterling. 

As  T  have  endeavored  to  be  vt^ry  moderate  in  the  above 
estimate,  I  have  confined  myself  solely  to  the  trade  carried 
on  in  the  Company's  ships,  making  no  allowance  for  any  im- 

*  t»33S»ooo        -        7?<>333  Compaii|'»tiade 

575,000        -        192,000  FrivMe  trade 

fti9i  1,000  T«eb.        £  970*333 

f  The  wearing  of  broad>cloth  at  court  in  the  emperor's  "Jhtscttcc  has  been  lately 
permitted,  is  now  universal  during  the  months  of  March,  April,  May,  iSeptcmbcr, 
October,  and  November,  by  alt  who  can  afford  it  in  the  northern  provinces,  and  is 
pretty  common  daring  ^  coU  mooths  in  the  tovtliem  ones. 

Twii.  £. 
%  34HS9f43^        •         '»323>i45  Compinft  iiwk. 
613,890        >  304,650  Firhrate  trade, 

4t5S3*3><S  Tadt.       £  t,Sft?,775 
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ports  into  China  by  the  Oslend  iuterlopers  under  Genoese, 
Tuacao,  Prussian,  and  other  foreign  colors,  wliich  are  well, 
known  to  be  the  actual  property  of  English  traders,  and  pro- 
bably laden  with  a  considerable  proportion  o(  English  goods. 
But  without  making  any  allowance,  on  such  account,  I  hare 
liille  doubt  that,  in  a  few  years,  our  exports  to  China  from 
r,n(rland  alone  will  balance  the  first  cost  of  our  imports  to 
England  ftom  China. 

To  the  items  of  our  exportij  from  Isnglaiid,  which  arc  now 
chiedy  confined  to  woollens,  tin,  lead  (exclusive  of  tiie  pri- 
vate trade,  the  particulars  of  whi(  h  T  am  not  well  inlbrmed 
about)  I  shall  here  give  a  list  of  Mvh  articles  as,  from  my 
own  observation,  I  should  think,  by  the  proper  management 
of  the  Hong  merchants  at  Canton,  might  grow,  into  general 
demand  at  Pekin. 

Bronze  fi«iirps. 

Agate  and  blood  stone  much  valued  in  large  pieces — 
amber. 

Green  serpent  ] lie  Htone  also  lu  lugii  rc(|urst. 

Derbyshire  spar  for  girdle  clasps,  also  cut  into  various 
shapes,  particularly  into  small  round  heads  or  globes  of 
half  an  inch  to  one  inch  in  diameter,  to  intersperse  in  the 
Mandarine  s  collars  of  ceremony. 

Gill's  swords  plain,  and  also  handsomely  mounted.* 

Fowling  pieces  with  good  ag^te  flints. 

*  Afins  nc  not  pemutfced  to  be  brought  to  Cbbn  for  «tk^  witboBt  p«rttCQl«r 
pefiBUMOii)  but  from  the  admiration  expressed  of  oura,  I  abould  ima^e  the 

Hong  mcrchin*';  could  obtain  leave  for  n  few  to  be  imported  ;  an<i  as  HuBJ  CVBOC  tO 
be  better  ktiownj  the  p robibitira  would  probably  be  eotizcly  uken  off.  , 
vol,.  11.  3  T 
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Coarse  Mneo. 
"Writing  paper. 

Saddles  of  tiie  Chinese  fashion. 
Waistcoats  aod  stockings  of  iieec>'  hosiery. 
Spring  garters. 
Vigonia  cloth. 

Whips  with  lashes  fixed  to  wooden  liandles. 
Knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  one  of  each  in  one  small 
case. 

Penknives  with  several  blades. 

Bnishes  and  combs,  scissars,  files,  and  various  lesser  arti- 
cles of  hard^varc. 

Necklaces  and  earrings  for  women. 

Plated  goods;  pocket>books  with  instruments. 

Telescopes,  spectacles,  prints  and  pictures. 

Nails  of  all  sorts  and  sizes. 
.  Plate  glass,   and  small  looking  glasses,   convex  and 
concave,.^  • 

Some  of  th^  articles,  I  doubt  not,  already  make  a  part 
.of  the  private  trade ;  but  not  being  possessed  of  any  very 
correct  information  upon  that  subject,  I  have  thought  it  best 
to  give  as  extensive  a  list  as  I  could,  of  the  articles  likdy 
to  find  a  sale  in  the  northern  part  of  China,  which  is  as  yet 
in  a  great  degree  a  terra  incognita  to  most  of  the  merchants 
of  Cantcm. 

I  imagine  that  at  Birmingham  we  can  manufacture  every 
thing  ill  iron  cheaper  than  the  Chinese  can  tlo  ;  I  should 

therefore  rcconiincud  tlie  ujaking  a  few  cxpcriuients  accord- 
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ing  lo  the  Chinese  patterns.  A  pair  of  tailor's  sheers  made 
nt  Cantoii  costs  ten  pence  English,  which,  1  suppose,  may  be 
afiunled  in  England  for  half  the  price.  In  truth,  if  we  keep 
our  ground,  our  trade  by  prudent  mauageuient  l)e  gra- 
dually' enlarged  to  an  imuiensc  extent.  Tlie  demand  for  our 
tin*,  (now  that  the  Chinese  understand  ils  (pudity,  and  that 
their  prejudices  in  favor  of  the  Bunca  tin,  which  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  preferring,  are  worn  off,)  is  likely  to  cn- 
crease ;  at  present  it  is  equal  to  100,000/.  steritng  per  an* 
num ;  and  a  certain  quantity  of  our  lead,  not  less  than  twenty 
to  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  value,  is  pretty  sure  of 
finding  a  market  at  Canton.  But  there  is  another  article  of 
export  to  China  which,  though  I  observe  it.  is  of  late  almost 
discontinued,  may  perhaps  be  revived ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken in  my  conjectures,  maybe  rendered  of  considerable 
importance — I  mean  copper.  Upon  thb  subject  I  have  en- 
deavored to  procure  the  best  information  in  my  power,  and 
I  shall  here  insert  the  result  of  my  inquiries.  ..... 

White  copper  or  tutanag  seems  to  be  composed  of  red 
copper,  zinc,  and  a  small  portion  of  iron.  To  prove  this  the 
following  experiments  were  made. 

•  They  say  our  tin  does  very  well  in  utensils ;  but  they  pretend  it  is  not  so  c,\;ily 
hammered  and  beat  into  leaf  as  the  Banca  tin.  They  cannot  however  distinguish 
the  difference  bebMOi  oor  lof  tin,  and  the  Banca  leaf  tin  when  shown  to  them. 
Our  tm  having  the  Company's  mark  upon  it,  passes  all  through  China  without  dif- 
ficulty or  examination,  whidi  is  not  tlie  case  of  the  Banca  tin,  th«  Chinese  having 
often  discovered  the  latter  to  be  adulterated.  Indeed  the  Company's  guoil  faith 
seems,  perfectly  well  ettabliilied,  and  o«r  -waonemb  ^^^^  the 'Company's  mark, 
atoopani»iopeiMdfiomli«ii4to]»iidiiidw«pay  0^  '  *^ 
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fispenrnent  l»t.  A  quantity  of  copper  ore  was  divided 
into  two  parts,  one  of  these  parts  being  completely  roasted 
ivas  revivified  per  s€.  The  produce  was  ooramon  red  cop- 
^r,  which  proved  that  the  ore  origiiiaMy  contained  nothing 
but  red  copper. 

Bxperiment  2d.  Tlie  remaining  portion  of  the  ore  was 
next  completely  roasted  and  revivified.  It  Avas  tlien  fused 
with  —  parts  of  zinc  and  a  small  portion  of  vitrolatcd  inm  pre- 
viously calcined.  The  result  was  a  mass  of  white  copper,  or 
sometibing  so  like  it  as  scarcely  to  be  distinguished  from  it. 

These  experiments  prove  that  white  copper  may  be  made 
from  copper  ore,  with  a  proper  addition  of  zinc  and  ferrum 
vitriolatvm  calcined.  Tutanag  in  China  is  supposed  to  be 
sheer  zinc,  and  of  the  finest  sort ;  but  this  cannot  be  true, 
tor  zinc  is  a  semi-metal,  which  although  it  be  not  readily 
broken  wit^  the  hammer,  yet  cannot  be  much  extended  «n> 
der  it,  whereas  the  tutanag  of  China  has  very  different  pn>< 
perties,  and  extends  easily  under  the  hammer.  The  con* 
sumption  of  white  copper  in  China  is  immense.  Tlie  price 
at  Canton  is  seldom  lower  than  one  hundred  dollars  per 
pecul  of  1334-  about  four  shillings  per  pound.  Red 

copper  in  ingots  was  sold  in  London,  in  July  1792,  at  one 
shilhng  per  pound .  Would  it  not  then  be  much  better  for  us 
(supposing  white  copper  could  be  made  in  England  for  2s. 
or  25.  6d.)  to  export  it  to  Cliina,  instead  of  attempting  to 
push  the  red  copper,  which  is  con?^i(!oicd  as  a  losing  article,, 
and  is  not  likely  to  be  rendared  » iucsative  one ;  i*M  the  H<Mig. 
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aerClianU  are  obliged  by  government  to  sell  it  at  a  fixed 
priee^  anci  they 'pretend  that  they  lose  fifty  per  cent,  upon 
every  pccnl  of  if  which  they  take  from  ns  in  the  way  of 
trade.  That  they  really  do  lose  by  it  is  very  probable ;  for 
if  there  were  any  profit,  however  small,  they  would  not  think 
it  below  their  attention.  The  principal  use  that  English  red 
copper  is  applied  to  in  China,  is  the  coinage  of  small  money, 
of  which  one  thousand  pieces  are  equal  to  u  tael,  or  6s.  8d, 
sterlinGj.  The  houses  are  covered  Mith  tiles,  which  are  so 
very  cheap,  and  answer  the  purpose  so  well,  that  our  red  cop- 
per is  not  likely  to  be  substituted  for  roofmo; ;  ncillu  r  do  I 
tilink  that  its  use  can  be  introduced  for  many  other  purposes.. 
The  small  boilers  of  the  Chinese  are  couuiuiiily  of  earthen- 
ware, and  their  large  ones  of  cast-iron.  Great  quantities  of 
tutanag  are  exported  from  China  to  India  ;  our  country  ships 
Fometimes  take  near  100,000/.  worth  in  the  se;ison,  so  that  it 
we  can  make  it  in  Eoglaud^^  a  new  and  profitable  article  is 
added  to  our  ejipoits. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  fur  trade  to  Canton,  although  I 
am  inclined  to  imagine  that,  if  it  were  solely  in  the  Company's 
hands  (and  it,  in  a  good  measure,  depends  upon  them  that 
it  should  be  so)  it  might  be  rendered  of  very  great  value.  In 
the  present  state  of  it,  the  Chinese  at  Canton  pureha!»e  furs 
from  us,  and  from  other  natiotis  frecjuenting  that  port,  to  the 
a^iount  of  more  than  200,000  /.  per  annum. 

With  regard  to  toys,  jewellery,  Stc.  commonly  called  Sinpr^ 
umg9i  paints,  dycing-stufis,  &c.  it  is  belter  to  leave  them  at 
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large  as  objects  of  speculations  for  private  traders,  whose 
habits  of  industry  and  individual  activity  are  better  calculated 
than  the  magnificent  system  of  a  great  commercial  body  for 
a  traffic  in  such  articles. 

Ilavino;  now  «i;ivcn  a  sketch  of  the  direct  trade  between 
Great  Biitam  aiul  Cliiiia,  it  nMnains  to  speak  of  the  com- 
merce of  our  ilcpciKicucies  iii  India  with  China,  which  com- 
merce is  of  liigli  coneern  to  iis,  and  merits  particular  atten- 
tion and  regulation .  i  h;  aiuouiit  of  the  legal  trade  of  1792, 
imported  to  Canton  in  twenty  of  our  cotmtrj'  ships,  was 
1,608,344  tads*,  to  which  is  to  l)e  added  the  value  of 
473,000  tatis  in  cotton  brouglit  on  the  Company's  ships  from 
Bombay,  making  tugcUicr  2,081,344  taiils,  or  about  (iy3,848/. 
The  illegal  and  contraband  trade  of  oj)ium  consists  of  two 
thousand  fi\  e  iiundred  cbest8»  which,  at  four  hundred  dollars 
per  chest,  will  give  250,000/.  SO  that  the  whole  imports  from 
15engal  and  Bombay  to  Canton  are  oot  much  short  of  a 
millioo^  sterUng,  or  943,848/.  The  exports  from  China  ini 


•  The  principal  ntide*  ymxt  as  follows: 


PkuU. 

Ttrtu 

Cotton 

-    111,854  at  11  tacls  per  pecol 

Tm.  . 

5^61  at  1$ 

ditto 

Pepper 

5,567  at  15 

illtto 

Sanci.ii  wood 

8,780  at  ao 

ditto 

i75,doo 

Elephants'  leedi 

330  »t  37 

ditto  * 

ia,aio 

Beet  «»x 

564  at  30 

ditU) 

i^te 

Tads  . 

i,6o8,'s44 

Add  cotton 

43iOOO  at  It  hf  Cmpwft  ihip 

473,000 

Total  value  Taela  * 

2,081,544 
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the  above  mentioned  tncnty  country  ships  cost  at  Canton 
968,632  taels  *,  or  322,877  A  There  appears  then  a  balance 
of  620,971  in  favor  of  India  in  her  China  trade,  and  it 
seems  likely  to  increase,  for  the  cotton  of  Bombay  and  the 
opium  of  Bengal  arc  now  become,  in  a  great  measure,  neces- 
saries in  China,  the  latter  having  grown  into  general  demand 
through  all  the  southern  provinces,  and  the  former  l»eing  pre- 
ferable to  silk  for  couuTion  use,  as  a  cheaper  and  pleasanter 
wear.  Another  reason  may  be  given  for  the  great  rising  de- 
mand for  India  cotton.  As  the  inhabitants  every  day  seem 
to  increase  beyond  the  usual  means  of  subsistence,  I  suspcrt 
they  are  obliged  to  convert  many  of  their  cotton  plantations 
into  provision  grounds. 

I'hc  profits  of  the  Ilong  merchants  upon  their  foreign 
trade  must  be  very  great,  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  expense 
of  the  numerous  and  magoificent  presents,  which  they  make 


*  The  articles  were  as  follows : 

Tifli. 

Raw  silk             •  -  .  ..  352,600 

Tutanag             •  -        '     -  >  256,046 

Su^              -  -  -  -  130,490 

Sui^'ni-camly        .  -  -  -  107,490 

Ailum       •       -  •  *  -  37»5*6 

Wrought  silk      -  -  »  -  -  31,600 

China  ware  -  -  30,000 

Camphor             -  -  18,750 

Naakin  cotton  cloth  -  -  >  3>75o 

QuiduUver        -  -  -  1,150 

Tiirmeric          -  -  -  -  240 


Total  vataeTaeU  -  968,63ft 
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to  tbc  superioT  Mand^fioies  at  CantpQt  vho,  m  their  turn, 
'  Bend  a  p«rt  of  these  presents  to  tlie  emperor  and  his  niini- 
slers  and  f^t^orite^  at  Pekiii.    By  what  I  saw  at  Oebgl  aod 

Yuni-yj}hi-;ttn  n,  and  by  the  reports  coticerning  the  things  I 
did  not  iee  (piuiiculaily  in  tlie  ladif^'  lipiirUrients,  and  tlie 
Kuropcmi  paiai'"',  vlut  li  lattrr  is  t-nliivly  luruishcd  and 
enriched  with  artu  K  s  f:on\  Kuropi )  1  ;ini  led  to  believe  what 
I  have  l>cen  assure  ti  of,  thnt  the  emperor  ]><)ssesses  to  ilie 
value  of  two  millions  blerhng  at  the  least  in  various  toys, 
jewellery,  glass,  iiiuHeal  automatons,  and  other  flexures; 
inslruiuents  of  dhVcri  wl  kinds,  microcosms,  clocks,  watches, 
&c.  ^c.  ail  or  most  of  tlicia  wade  m  Lofidou. 


It  is  generally  supposed  llmt  the  system  of  adniinistrafion 
at  Canton  has  been  <  orrupt  and  oppressive  to  a  great  dt  ^iee, 
and  it  is  eerrniu  tjiat  several  of  the  IIou-poos  or  treasurers,  at 
their  return  to  Pekiu,  have  been  called  to  a  strict  account. 
JSouje  have  suffered  large  confiscations  and  others  a  severer 
punishment;  but  tin'  distance  iVom  the  metropolis  is  so  great, 
the  temptations  so  strong,  and  the  chances  of  impunity  so 
many,  that  the  faithful  discharge  of  such  a  duty  requires 
more  integrity  fbaii  is  usually  to  be  found  h(*re  united  with 
power  and  oppu  tvinity.     Hence  arise  the  peculations  and 
extortions  so  nuicii  t  ^':ii]>laiiied  of,  and  many  of  them,  I  be- 
lieve, very  justly  romplaincd  of  at  Canton.    There  is  one 
which  I  am  (|ualiticd  particularly  to  speak  upon.    In  consi- 
deration ul  Captain  Mackintosh  having  aeconipunied  my  em- 
bassy, and  brought  the  presents  to  the  emperor  on  hoard 
of  his  ship,  he  was  assured  she  should  be  exempted  iiom  all 
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tBe  emperors  duties  payable  at  the  port,  where  she  might 
take  ia  her  cargo.   Being  disappoiated  of  the  goods  expected 

at  Chcu-mn^  he  proccedud  on  the  Jlindostau  to  Canton,  and 
took  in  tliere  an  usual  cargo  for  England  ;  but  the  pnvilege 
that  bad  been  pronii^itHi  was  nut  iiuilei-stood  by  the  HoU'poo 
iu  the  same  manner  that  it  had  hi>cn  understood  by  i|s;  for 
aftor  the  accustomed  duties  tor  all  the  shi{>s  had  been  paid 
by  the  llong  merchants,  of  uljich  30,0()0  taels  were  the  Hin- 
dostnn's  proportion,  the  lluu-poo  repaid  into  ^Ir.  Browne's 
hands  only  14,000  dollars  instead  of  the  whole  3(^,000  tacis  a» 
was  expected,  saying  tliat  so  much  was  tiie  exact  amount  of  the 
emperor's  duties,  but  not  sayinij  nDr  explaining  what  became 
of  the  remainder.  It  is  however  of  some  advnnta2;e  to  us  to 
have  learned  from  such  an  aiithorily' w hat  the  ciriT'  ror's  rcnl 
duties  arc,  and  may  be  a  step  to  relieve  us  from  the  others^ 
^vhich  it  is  probable  arc  ibr  a  great  part  absolute  extor- 
tions. 

The  trade  of  the  Dutch,  French,  Americans,  Danes  and 
Swedes  with  China  is  so  much  declined,  and  so  likely,  in  a 
few  years,  to  he  almost  anniiiilated,  that  it  is  the  less  necessary 
for  nie  ti>  dwell  upon  the  suiDjcct.  The  Danes  and  Swedes 
have,  in  a  G;reat  measure,  given  it  up;  and  will,  I  believe, 
send  but  k:w  more  ships  to  Canton.  Many  years  must  elapse 
before  it  can  revive  in  I'rance.  The  Americans,  with  all 
their  coiiti ivanccs  and  industry,  are  not  likely,  i<>  i  am  well 
inforuKHl,  to  pursue  it  with  ni ut  ii  uavaiitage  ;  and  as  for  the 
Dutch,  the  aH'airs  of  their  company  in  these  parts  of  the- 
world  arc  in  so  deplorable  a  condition,  that  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  ecu  tern  plate  thcni  without  ctmipa^oay.  or  to  ap- 
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proach  them  without  shrinking.  Thej  afford  an  awful  lesson 
jbr  our  instruction. 

Hie  total  imports  of  all  these  different  nations  to  Canton 
<tn  1792f  when  summed  up  together,  amount  to  about 
SOOyOOO/.  and  their  exports  from  thence  to  between  60O«(XX>/. 
;and  700,000/.  which  gives  a  balance  of  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion ag^nst  them,  and  what  renders  it  more  unfavorable  is, 
:that  very  little  of  what  tliey  bring  to  China  is  of  their  home 
production. 

The  trade  between  China  and  Russia,  which  had  \yeen 
■long  interrupted,  is  now  open  uiiain.  Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  ac- 
count of  it  sonic  ycais  since,  state?)  iL  to  Ixj  much  more  con- 
siderable than  1  could  have  imagined.  I  have  not  Iiis  book 
with  me  to  refer  to;  l)ut,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  he  com- 
putes the  value  of  silks,  Naukin  cloth,  tea,  porcclaine,  &c. 
brought  over  land  from  China  into  Russia  at  several  hundred 
thousand  pounds  per  annum.  In  1767»  vvhen  I  left  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  it  was  Mipposed  to  be  very  far  short  of  iiis  estimate,  and 
indeed  I  do  not  conceive  tliat  either  the  necessities  or  facul- 
ties of  Uussia  could  warrant  it  even  at  this  day.  The  returns 
to  China  arc  made  chicdy  in  furs,  leather  and  woollen  cloth, 
the  latter  mostly  German  with  a  small  quantity  of  English 
su[>errine.  In  my  road  to  Gehol,  I  met  several  camels  laden 
witii  these  woollens ;  and  so  ignorant  in  matters  of  trade  were 
many  of  the  Ciiinese  that  they  believed  them  to  be  the  manu- 
facture of  Tartary,  Just  as  several  English  articles,  which  I 
saw  at  Pckin,  were  supposed  to  be  the  pi'oduction  of 
Canton. 
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Among  the  various  novelties  and  projects  wUch  tbe 
emprete  of  ^  Russia's  fertile  fancy  has  imagined,  I  am  some- 
what surprised,  that  fhe  sending  ship  or  two  to  Canton 
never  occurred  to  her.  *  Hie  magnificent  idea  of  holding,  iiom . 
such  a  distance,  an  interoouise  with  the  two-  extremities  of 
China,  and  of  showing  to  that  empire  that  it  was  accessible 
to  her  by  sea  as  weQ  as  by  land,  would  seem  perfectly  con- 
genial with  her  chaiacler,  and  naturally  to  arise  in  so  ambi-< 
tious  and  adventarous  a  mind. 

Having  mentioned  under  the  head  Arts  and  Sciences," 
that  the  Chinese  excel  in  the  art  of  dyeing,  it  may  be  proper 
to  observe  that  nevertheless  the  China  Nankin,  which  from 
its  cheapness,  pleasantness,  and  color  is  of  such  general 
wear  in  England,  is  not  dyed  as  is-  commonly  imagined  but 
is  fabricated  from  a  native  brown  cotton  wool*  which  is  chiefly 
cultivated  in  the  provinces  of  Kiang-nan  and  Che-kiang. 
lam  informed,  from  good  authority,  that  this  icind  of  cotton 
grows  also  in  the  neighborhood-  of-  Manilla  in  the  island  oi' 
Luconia. 

As  fifty  thousand'  to  sixty  tliousand  bales  of  cotton  of 
foar  hundred  pounds  each,  worth  from  ten  to  twelve  tai  Is 
per  pecul,  arc  annimlly  imported  from  India  to  Canton, 
which  is  from  three  to  five  taieW  less  than  the  price  of  tlie 

*  This  project  was  rwcrvcd  for  the  emperor  Alexander,  but  Ac  ill  tteatnwiif 
which  tlie  conmuuiden  of  the  RamSan  diipt  expcrieflced  at  Canton,  tosether  with 
the  swimlilng  coodtict  of  the  Ghincw,  wiU  pfdMiblr  Ffcvcvt  •  tepeiiiioB  «f  thft- 
experiment. 
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native  cotton  of  China,  I  abouM  think  it  nrig^it  be  woi  tli 

while  for  our  genllemen  at  Bombay  and  Siirnt  to  procure 
the  brown  cotton  plant  from  Manilla,  if  not  from  China, 
and  cultivate  it  in  In<lia.  'J'lic  lionibay  cotton  is  chiefly  used 
by  the  Chinese  tor  iimking  what  is  called  thr  white  Nankin, 
but  which  is  ratliti  of  u  cream  color  than  of  a  clear  wlnte. 

4 

Verhaps  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ronsider  here  the  effects 
tliat  might  p()s>il)ly  follow  from  cultivating  Ihr  l)rt>wn  cotton 
in  India,  and  sending  it  to  England.  Kast  India  white 
cotton  wool  now  (ITP'i)  sells  for  ten  jM^nre  tlie  pound  in  Ixju- 
don,  but  suppose  it  to  sell  for  one  shiliinn;  a  j)ound,  which  h 
about  one-tiiird  cheaper  than  the  average  j)rice  of  "\Vc?>t  India 
cotton,  this  circumstance  then,  with  the  reduction  in  the  cost 
of  labor,  by  the  use  of  our  maclnm^ry  (never  likely  to  be  intro- 
duced in  China)  and  the  dye  saved  besides,  might  enable 
the  people  of  Manchester  to  afford  their  Nankins  at  so  low  a 
rate  as  in  a  short  tin^e  mtiix^lj  to  exclude  that  article  of  our 
present  import  from  Canton. 

The  Chinese  have  a  luetliod  of  dyeing  their  cotton  wool  iu 
scarlet  much  superior  to  an^  with  which  we  are  actpiainted.  It 
is  said  they  employ  some  strong  astringent  vegetable  juice  for 
fixing  that  color,  but  from  what  plants  it  is  extracted  we  are 
entirely  ignorant.  The  chief  excellence  of  their  colors,  in 
general,  which  we  so  much  admire,  arises  from  their  indefa- 
tigable care  and  pains  in  washing,  purifying  and  grinding 
them,  for  many  of  them  are  not  the  produce  of  China,  but 
imported  from  Europe.  3 
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Boforn  T  conclude  {hh  arlicJe  T  cnnnot  avoid  adding  a  word 
or  two,  as  not  entirely  fbieiiin  to  the  subject,  li  the  Cliina 
trade  oi  tlie  lJutch,  I'rcnch,  Danes,  Swedes,  Americans,  &c. 
by  whicli  the  Cliinesc  have  liitherto  received  a  considerable 
balance,  should  fall  to  the  ground,  and  our  trade  continue 
to  improve,  as  it  now  seems  to  promise,  tliat  is  to  sa^-,  that 
tlic  value  of  cxfx>rtsand  imports  between  England  and  China 
should  become  nearly  equal,  and  the  balance  between  China 
and  India  remain  still  in  favor  of  the  latter,  may  not  the  Chinese 
take  alarm  at  so  mucli  silver  being  sent  out  of  their  country 
in  discharge  of  the  balance?  Also  what  is  likely  to  become 
of  that  silver,  when  the  country  ships  shall  no  longer  have 
the  resource  of  remitting  the  amount  of  it  as  fomierly^by  bilk 
upon  Europe  through  the  treasuries  at  Canton  ?  I  ha^^e  been 
told  that  some  silver  has  of  late  been  carried  away  by  the 
country  ships  fi'om  Canton  to  India,  and  that  the  Hong  mer- 
chants, considering  silver  as  mere  merchandize,  did  not  appear 
sensible  of  any  disadvantage  from  such  a  trade ;  but  aay  con^ 
jectures  or  questions  that  might  occur  to  me  upon  these 
points  have  been,  I  dare  say,  already  anticipated  and  re- 
solved by  the  honorable  East  India  Company  and  their  ser- 
vants at  Canton.  * 
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NOTE. 


Thepe  Papers,  which  follow  under  the  title  of  "  FIr.«t  and  Second  Sup- 
plement to  the  Head  Trade  and  Commerce,"  are  a  mere  jeu  d' esprit , 
which  occurred  to  me,  in  amndertng  the  hanUiipt  complained  of  hj 
Eofopeans  in  China.  They  undoubtedly  have  sufiered  many  and  are 
liable  to  aufier  more  under  ftuch  a  government.  Let  us  not,  however, 
exaggerate.  The  Chinete  are  by  no  means  wanting  in  proper  notioni  of 
justice,  though  they  may  often  deviate  from  it  in  their  practice;  bur, 
in  order  to  give  them  fair  play,  let  us  suppose  the  possible  case,  which, 
by  way  of  illustration,  I  have  here  drawn  up,  and  let  us  then  say,  whe- 
ther a  Ciiiiiese  might  not  find  as  much  to  be  surprized  at  in  London,  as 
an  £n^ishman  doea  at  Canton 


First  Supplement  to  the  Head  **  Trade  and  Commerce/* 

The  desire  of  gain  is  of  such'  quick  growtli  in  a  com- 
mercial country,  and  of  such  an  encroaching  nature,  that  all 
the  vigilance  and  exertion  of  the  magistrate  are  necessary  to 
regulate  and  circumscribe  it.  The  arts  of  eluding  discovery 
and  defeating  detection  are  so  numerous  and  ingenious,  and 
the  mazes  of  fraud  so  intricate,  that  scarcely  any  patience 
or  industry  can  master  and  unravel  them.  We  find 
ourselves  either  totally  obstructed  in  our  researches,  or  we 

*  The  case  stated  ia  the  Fint  Supplement  ii  bj  no  meaoi  an  ideal  one,  but  strictly 
fravded  ia  fact.  J.  B. 
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are  lost  Id  a  labyrinth,  and  sometimes  deroured  by  the 
mODBter  that  inhabits  it.  IIe»  who  is  impatient  tu  wallow  at 
home  in  the  mire  be  may  contract  abroad,  will  not  be  very 
scrapulous  or  delicate  in  his  means  of  acquisition,  or  in  the 
sty  where  he  can  batten.  In  the  rage  of  avaricious  hunger 
he  disregards  difficulty  and  danger,  lie  flics  from  Bomhay 
to  llladras,  from  Bcncookn  to  Bengal,  from  China  to 
Pinang ;  his  only  inquiry  is  tvhcre  the  spoil  is  to  be  found,, 
and  his  only  care  to  possess  it.  lie  is  not  deterred  by  the 
dread  of  punishment,  and  still  less  by  the  consciousness  of 
shame.  Protection  and  countenance  are  to  be  found  in  the 
effrontery  and  number  of  the  herd.  As  an  oppressor,  he 
will  only  have  followed  illustrious  examples,  he  can  quote 
precedents  for  most  of  the  crimes  he  may  be  guilty  of,  and 
if  precedents  were  wanting,  state  poMcy  and  state  necessity 
are  sometimes  admissible  pleas  in  justification  of  the  most 
atrocious  delinquent. 

If  the  resofurces  of  a  province  have  been  exhausted  by  the 
,  ravages  of  war,  or  the  rapacity  of  receivers,  the  receiver  or 
his  friend  supplies  the  means  of  reproduction*  and  lends,  at 

an  enormous  interest,  their  own  money  to  tlic  very  wretches  . 
who  have  been  robbed  of  it.    AVhen  the  harvest  is  gathered 
in,  I  need  not  say  how  small  a  share  of  it  is  left  for  the  uii« 
fortunate  cultivator.    His  only  consolation,  if  it  be  one,  is 

that  Ills  superiors  are  Iiltle  better  treated  than  himself;  and 
that  the  creditor  deals  out  an  ccjiial  measure  of  hardship  to 
the  peasant  and  the  prince,  to  the  ryot  and  the  nabob. 
M  hen  their  coup.trv  is  devoured,  new  reuiijiis  uud  other 
strophades  must  be  souglit  for,  to  gorge  the  lunpics. 
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.  KHtel  Inlander,  Gtor^' Gntop,'  Patrick  O'Robberr,  and 
Aodrerir  Mac  Munder  MTt  tlitir  heads  togctlier  and  project  a 
mohey  roj  agc  to  another  country,  wbercatehough  Icudiug 
moticjr  to  the  nathies,  ^veri  kt  Ic^al  interest,  ix3  agaiust  law, 
and  consequently  must  be  doubly  cfi'hiinal^f'Bt  u$ury!»  iieveiv 
theless^  such  is  the  force  of  liabit  and  the*  alluremenU  of 
iucit,  iiiey'run  the  Hyk  and  prosebute  the -advcbture.  They 
take .bteds  froiQ  the  Chinese  hiring  18  per  ,cent* for  some 
little  -time  receive  regular,  payjuen^  and  hug.f^emselves.  for 
their  aagsicity  in  discovering  these  new  Indies  qf.-  ^niichinent. 
However,  what  every  one  not  aJ»oIutely  bfimled  by.  cupidity 
might  expect  soon  happened,  t  The  bonowen.wcpe  ruined  by 
this  exorbitant  rate  of  interest,  and  became  absolutely  jncar 
pable  to  fulfil  theif  engagements.  The  lenders  then  .-cry  out 
in  all  the  fiu-y  . erf!  disappointed  voracity,.and  lood^  leinpobatc, 
AS  a  fraud,  the  instdveocy  of.  which  they  •theme^yes  weve 
the  authors.   As  indefatigable  as  insattaMe,,  they  purs^K 
their  object  without  remission,  and  vithout,  any.  considera^ 
tion  whatsoever  before  them,  but  (he  recovery  of  their  losses; 
they  Imve  the  audacity  to  commit  die  honor  of  their  sovcrcifrM 
tu  the  infamy  of  their  proceedmgs,  and  eiij^ige  his  admiral  to 
send  an  English  man  of  war  to  enforce  their  scandalpus  de- 
mands at  Canton. 

Notwithstanding  the  illegality  and  criminality  of  dieir 
<Auim,  the  regency  of  Canton  listened  to  it  with  attention, 
mid  ordered  a  considerable  pact  of  it  to  iie  paid  out  of  the 
emperor's  treasury,  reserving  to  themselm  the  settlonent  of 
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the  business  with  the  debton.  Hie  Chinese  govemraeat^ 
howevo',  acted  on  this  occauon  with  their  usual  artifice  and 
policy.  As  they  could  recover  nothing  from  debtors  who  they 
found  had  been  already  stripped,  they  were  resoked  oot  to 
be  entirely  the  dupes  of  the  claimants,  and  that  the  emperor 
should  not  pay  out  of  his  pocket  what  he  had  received  no 
Talue  for.  As  the  right  of  making  such  r^uladons  in  their 
own  ports  as  they  judge  fit  cannot  he  weU  disputed,  although 
it  may  be  complained  of,  they,  in  order  to  reimbune  them* 
selves,  laid  an  additional  tax  upon  the  foreign  trade  to  Can- 
ton, intending  it  to  &U,  as  indeed  it  does,  diiefly  upon  the 
English,  whom  they  considered  as  the  occasion  of  the  trouUe 
and  expense  they  had  been  at.  So  that  by  this  adventure  of 
a  few  usurers  from  India,  not  only  the  En^ish  East  India 
Company,  but  all  the  other  European  companies  at  Canton, 
are  saddled  with  a  new  burden  on  their  commerce,  which  it 
may  be  very  difficult,  if  ever  possible,  to  get  free  from. 
But  this  is.  not  all;  these  money  lenders,  instead  of  being 
satisfied  with  having  got  what  tlicy  had  no  right  to  expect, 
axe  vociferous  for  more,  and  actuailj  importune  the  minister 
to  make  himself  the  Sbylock  of  their  rapacity,  and  to  exact 
for  them  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  the  bond. 

Uow  far  such  an  ititerposition  may  be  advisable  would  per* 
Imps  be  better  judged  of,  by  a  perusal  of  the  case  of  a 
Chinese  creditor  applying  for  justice  against  an-  Eng|bb 
debtor,  which  is  stated  m  the  annexed  petition  to  the  ri^t 
honorable  president  of  tiie  India  board. 


The  humble  Petition  of  Tong'foo  and  Bouble-me-qua,  to 
the  Colao  Dundas,  President  of  the  Eastern  Tribunal, 
ice,  &c. 

'  8HBWET1I, 

Tii  A  I  ymir  petitioners  are  the  sons  and  executors  of  the 
late  Si-li-boo  and  Fi-ke-me-po,  who  were  eminent  Hong  mer- 
chants in  the  city  ol  C'  :n1on  in  the  year  17-Jf),  nn<l  had  very  ex- 
tensive dcnhii'^s  in  the  way  of  trade  with  i'cXcv  i'ancras  and 
Samuel  Smithfiehl,  two  Enghsh  merchants,  who  sometimes 
resided  at  Macao  and  sometimes  at  Canton;  that  the  said 
Pancras  and  .Smithfield  having  occasion,  in  the  course  of 
their  business,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  40,000  tacis  or  ounces 
of  silver,  your  petitioners'  fathers  Si-li-boo  and  Pi-ke~me-po 
did  lend  to  thetn  the  said  sum,  taking  their  bond  for  the 
same  at  legal  interest,  which  no  edict  or  statute,  Chinese  or 
English,  as  they  believe,  prohibited  them  to  do,  and  which 
thej  believe  was  of  eminent  semce  to  the  credit  and  ibr- 
tunes  of  the  said  I'ancras  und  Smithfield.    'J'liat  some  time 
afterwards  the  baid  Pancras.  and  Smitliheld  aljseoiiilrd  to 
Bengal,  where  they  died,  without  having  discharged  their 
engagements  to  their  creditors.    That  the  said  Si-li-boo  and 
Pi-ke-me-po^  whilst  living,  and  your  petitioners  since  their 
decease,  have  repeatedly  applied  to  the  chief  and  committee 
of  English  supracargoes  at  Canton  for  the  payment  <^  the 
baid  sum,  but  without  any  effect;,  being  told  ibr  answer, 
that  the  representatives  and  executors  of  the  said  Pancras 
and  S(uithfield  were  the  persons  'solely  responsible  for  thes^ 
debts,  and  that  such  debts  could  only  be  recovered  by  due 
course  of  law  in  England.  Your  petittonean,  being  eBtirdj 
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Ignorant  of  the  laws  of  England,  and  uiulentandifig  (Bat  it 
"woukl  be  very  expensive,  tedious  and  difficult  for  them  to  in- 
stitute and  prosecute  to  efiect  a  suit  at  law  in  that  country, 
and  c(»ifidmg  in  your  known  justice  and  bnmanity,  homhly 
pray  that  you  will  please  to  order  the  representatives  or  ex- 
ecutors of  the  said  Peter  Pancras  and  Samuel  Sniithfield  to 
pay  to  your  [tetitioners  the  above  redted  sum  of  40,000  taels 
"with  legal  inierest  for  the  same  Ifom  the  year  1749  to  ibe 
present  time,  \%nithout  putting  tbcm  to  the  trouble  and  charge 
of  bringing  actions,  or  filing  bills  in  the  royal  courts  of  Justice 
at  Westminster,  especially  tti  they  are  informed  tliat  the  prO' 
ceedings  there  are.not  summary  as  in  China,  but  so  dilatory 
that  your  |>ctitioners*  wlvolc  lives  mii;ht  be  spent  in  solicita- 
tion and  attendance,  lieforc  the  suit  were  Jikely  to  be  dcter- 
mined^  and  conseijucntly  they  would  be  deprived  of  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  buried  in  the  tombs  of  their  ancestors,  and 
be  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  having  their  Ixjncs  des|->osited 
in  a  foreign  land*    Vour  petitioners  humbly  entreat  j'ou  wiil 
take  these  circiirastances  into  your  consideration,  and,  give 
the  relief  pravod  for,  especially,  as  his  most  sublime  majesty^ 
the  resplendrut  c  nij^ror  Kien-hna^  lihcnility  and  generosity 
to  the  FiUgUsh  Mrn  liatvts  arc  notorious  to  the  wlicrfc  worid,  in- 
somuch, th;it  not  \n\)rr  shnv,  on  n  rompiiMnt  l^Mj>g  made  to 
him  of  certain  %vrongs  supposed  to  he  suffered  by  them  from 
his  subjects,  h«%  instead  of  refernng  thorn  to  the  usual  and 
ordinary  forms  ot  jusiu  c%  by  wl)ich,  accoidini:  to  the  laws  of 
the  eni[)irt  ,  all  cast-.s  of  pro[rt;rty  ouijbt  to  be  decitlcd,  did 
not  hesitiitf  to  siipersetic  tliosc  forins  ami  laws  in  their  favor, 
and,  by  his  sole  fiat,  ordered  a  great  smn  of  money  not  less 
tliaa  ,  talis  to  be  paid  to  the  agents,  of  Paul  Plunder, 
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George  Grasp,  Peter  O'Robbery,  and  Andrew  Mac  Murder, 
merchants  of  Calcutta  and  Madras,  claiminc;  tlie  some  as  due 
to  them,  by  Chi-qufi,  Si-qtta,  and  some  other  Qua-^tim  of 
Canton,  although  such  sums  >vcre  not  legally  claimable,  the 
said  merchants  well  kno\ving  that  their  Ipneling  money  at  any 
rate  to  Chinese  siil>ircts  was  not  only  mnti  arv  tn  nn  idict  of  tiie 
 year  of  his  majesty,  but  more  particularly  contrary  to  an- 
other edict  of  the  year  of  his  majesty,  which  prohibits  a 

higher  sum  than  12  per  cent,  to  be  received  as  interest  for 
money  lent,  whereas  the  money  lent  to  Chi-(fU(u  Si-ifuay  &c. 
by  the  said  Paul  Plunder,  George  (J rasp,  Palnck  O  iiobbery, 
and  Andrew  Mac  Ahuder,  was  expressly  on  the  condition  of 
its  bearing  an  interest  of  18  per  cent,  a  degree  ot"  usury  not 
fit  to  be  pra*  li>cd  by  the  subjects  of  one  frieudiy  j)owcr  U)- 
wards  those  ot  another,  and  which  totally  rumed  the  uutbr- 
tunatc  Chi-qua,  Si-tiua,  ^c.  and  all  their  families,  all  thrir 
property  that  was  lelt  being  seized  towards  the  discharge  of 
the  debt :  and  thcaiscives  Ijani^hed  into  the  Avilds  ot  Tiutin 
where  they  miserably  perished.  —   ■  r 

,  SucFi  unexampled  favor  having  been  shown  in  this  recent 
instance  to  the  English  merchants,  by  liis  Impesial  Majesty's 
order.  It  is  humbly  hoped  your  petitioners  will  meet  with  as 
similar  attention  and  vdiefr  and  your  petitbners  wiU,  as  in, 
duty  bound,  for  ever  pray,  kc: 
» 

Second  Supplement  to  the  Head  "  Irade  aiui  Commerce" 

Tim  hardships  suffered  by  Europeans  trading  to  Canton- 
have  been  the  subject  of  much  complaint,  and  not  without* 
reason  in  some  instances ;  but  in  others  a  few  allowances  may 
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he  made  in  favor  of  the  Chinese,  considering  the  vast  differ- 
enoe  between  Asiatic  and  European  manners,  and  that  our 
customs  appear  as  itnmge  and  unaci^ntable  to  them  as 
tbeiis  can  possibly  do  to  us.  They  are  astonished  when  they 
hear  of  the  unguarded  interconise  of  nations'  in  our  part  of 
^e  woiid,  and  can  scarcely  be  made  to  comprehend  tlie  re- 
.pfocal  Advantages  that  are  derived  .fiom  it. 

They  say  to  us,  why  do  you  visit  a  country  so  often,  whose 
laws  you  dislike  and  are  disposed  to  disobey  ?  We  do  not 
invite  you  to  come  among  us ;  but  when  you  do  come,  we 
receive  you  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  our  government, 
and  whilst  you  bdiave  welU  we  bdnve  to  you  accordingly.  . 
Respect  our  hospitality ;  bat<  do  not  pretend  to  regulate  or 
reform  it.  ^ 

Whether  a  Chinese  going  to  trade  in  England  is  Hkely 

to  meet  with  better  treatment  tlian  an  Englishman  going 
to  trade  m  Ciiina,  may  be  collected  from  the  auuexed  pe- 
tition. 

T  do  not  recollect  that  any  EnglishmaD  ever  suffered  such 
hardships  in  China,  as  arc  stated  in  this  paper.  'I'he  only 
case  in  any  degree  analogous  is  that  of  Mr,  Flint,  -who,  about 
thirty-five  years  ago,  went  to  Tien-fttps:  from  Canton,  Avitliout 
a  passjiort,  and  in  d(  liancc  of  the  laws,  in  order  to  make  a 
complaint  aL'ainst  an  ofhccr  of  Canton.  The  tribunal  of 
justice  dcciflct]  liic  C(jmj^laint  to  be  groundless,  and  punished 
the  complainant  by  imprisonment  for  three  year^,  and  by 
banishment  from  the  empire  at  the  expuatioa  of  that 
term.  - 
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HiAt  Mr.  FKnt  had  hard  measure  I  have  no  doubt,  and 
that  fake  iritneases  were  brought  to  condemn  hiin»  and  were 
indulgently  listened  to  against  a  stranger  is  not  much  to  be  won- 
dered at,  since  even  in  England,  many  En^shmen  have  been 
sentenced  to  lose  thar  lives  upon, equally  suspicious endence. 
The  numbers  who  were  hanged  upon  the  testimony  of  Berry, 
Egan,  Mac  Daniel,  &c.  I  am  disposed  to  think,  had  as 
much,  if  not  more,  reason  to  complain  of  the  justice  of 
England,  than  Mr.  Flint  had  of  the  justice  of  China.  And 
how  hut  Du-^peiFqua  has  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  us,,  let  his 
petition  explain.  ^ 

To  the  Great  Colao  Dundas,  President  of  the  Eastern 

Tribunal,  <jc. 

The  humble  Petition  of  JOu-pe-qua,  late  Merchant  and^ 
Mariner  of  Canton,  in.  the  Empire  of  China,  but  now 
confined  in  His  Majesty's  Prison  tlie  King^s  Bench, 

IJUMBLY  SHEWBTII, 

'J'liAT  your  petitioner  sailed  in  the  month  of  January 
1775,  from  the  city  of  Canton  in  tlie  empire  of  China,  on 
board  the  Junk  Kien-long,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burden^  more  or  less,  belonging  to  3  onr  said  j)ctitioner  and 
certain  other  merchants,  emd  bound  to  London,  in  the  river 
Thames,  laden  with  seven  hundred  peculs  of  raw  silk,  two 
thousand  pieces  of  Nankin  cotton  cloth,  three  hundred  chests 
of  1ca,  and  twenty-five  crates  of  porcelaiue,  or  earthenware, 
aU  the  natural  produce  01  inanufacture  of  the  empire  of 

China:  That  the  said  Du-^e-qua,  on  his  arriving  at  Uraves- 
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rod,  was  boarded  hy  three  officers  or  Aluudarines,  who  for- 
cibly took  possessipn  of  his  junk,  and  coini)eI)ed  your  peti- 
tioner to  maintain  tbcm  with  the  best  of  his  provisions  and 
liquors  vtiiUt  they  stayed  ;  that  after  some  time,  two  of  the 
said  officers  or  Maodtirines  went  airay,  and  the  otheir  re- 
main etl  and  took  upon  him,  as  well  as  your  petitioner  could 
understand,  the  direction  and  command  of  the  ship^  an(k 
brought  licr  up  to  Ixmdon^bridge  nctir  the  Qistoro^iouse ; 
that  the  same  Mandarine  rejKnitedly  ga\  c  huits  to  your  peti* 
tioucr,  tltat  he  expected  sonic  reward  on  account  of  his 
trouble,  which  your  petitioner  paid  to  him  to  a  coijsiderable 
amount,  believing  the  same  to  be  justly  and  lawfully  due  to 
him,  and  the  customary  duties  of  Uie  port. 

'riiat  yotir  petitioner  then  was  brought  to  a  place  nailed 
the  liong  llooin*  where  he  gave  notice  to  the  chief  Mandarine 
there,  that  he  had  come  from  Canton  with  a  cai^,  all  tlie 
production  or  inanu&cture  of  China,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  in 
England,  in  the  same  manner  as  English  merchants  and 
mariners  sell  and  dispose  of  their  cai^goes  at  Canton,  and 
your  petitioner  <lkl  tiierefore  request  a  permit  to  land  his 
goods,  he  the  said  Du-pc-qun  paying  the  same  fees  and  taxes 
thereupon,  as  the  otlier  ships  coming  from  Canton  areaocns* 
tomed  to  pay  ;  to  which  tin:  said  Mandarine  replied  that  your 
petitioner's  request  could  not  be  granted,  because,  in  the 
first  place,  your  pptitioner  was  a  Chinese,  and  therefore  ought 
fo  ]>ay  hiorc  fw^  ■n\<\  taxes  than  an  Knglishmao,  .(although 
Bnghslmien  at  Canton  pay  no  more  fees  and  taxes  thaw 
Chinese  do);  but  even  if  yow  petitioner  were  to  consent  tn 
pay  the  said  fees  aiid  taxes,  which  ho  ealltd  <«  aliens'  duty," 
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the  same  ootild  not  be  accepted,  nor  liis  goods  admitted  iff 
an  entry,  because  it  was  against  law  and  the  charter  of  the 
East  India  Company  fi>r  any  person  to  bring  goods  from 
€btna  to-  England,  except  the  said  East  India  Company, 
who  have  an  exdtiaTe  privilege  for  that  purpose.  As  yonr 
petitioner  had  already  discovered  that  the  Mandarine,  who 
had  first  boarded  your  petitioner,  Ind  deceived  and  chcate<l 
him,  and  as  he  had  been  also  imposed  upon  by  alntost  every 
other  person,  witli  whom  lie  liad  any  transactions  since  hi.^ 
arrival  iii  En^l^iiul,  he  did  not  believe  what  the  Mandarine  ot' 
the  Long-room  said  to  him,  thinking  it  impossible  to  be  true ; 
because,  justice  and  icason  being  the  same  in  all  civilized 
countries,  he  did  suppose,  that  if^the  Emperor  of  China  ad- 
niittetl  all  English  ships  without  distinction  to  trade  to  Can- 
ton, the  King  of  England  would  not  forbid  any  Chinese  ship 
from  trading  to  London  ;  that  therefore  your  petitioner  did 
proceed,  as  is  the  custom  of  China,  to  bargain  tor  the  sale  of 
hi-s  cargo  with  a  person  who  offered  to  deal  with  liim  tor  the 
same.  Which  person,  instead  of  standing  to  his  agreement, 
wimt  and  informed  against  your  petitioner  as  if  he  were  a 
crnninal  and  traitor,  having  evil  designs  against  the  State, 
upon  which  he  was  forcibly  seized  and  dragged  to  this  prison* 
His  ship  was  also  seized,  forfeited,  and  sold  with  its  cargo^  - 
and  the  money  paid,  he  knows  not  to  whom ;  and  your 
petitioner  himself  has  been  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, as  a  rogue  and  defrauder  of  the  King  (although  he 
declares,  in  the  presence  of. the  Tien,  he  never  harbored- such 
intentions),  and  been  condemned  to  lie  in  gaol  for  the  rer 
inainder  of  his  days  in  this  strange  land,  without  hope  of 
VOL.  u,  3y 
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revisitiiig  his  country,  or  beiog  buried,  when  he  dies,  in  the  % 
family  tombs  of  his  anceston.  Your  petitioner  therefore 
prays  you  to  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  g^ve  sodi 
relief  as  in  your  wisdom  yon  shall  think  fit;  foe  which. youc 
petitioner,  te. 


CONCLUSION. 

Before  I  set  out  upon  my  embassy  to  China,  I  perused 

all  the  books  that  bad  been  written  about  that  country,  in  all 
the  languages  I  could  understand.  With  every  body  from 
whom  I  had  hopes  of  information  I  endeavored  to  converse, 
and  where  that  could  not  be  done  I  corresponded  with  them 
by  letter.  Having  thus  stored  np  in  my  mind  all  the  mate- 
rials within  my  roach,  I  shut  my  books,  nnd  as  soon  as  I 
arrived  in  the  Yellow  Sen,  I  begun  a  diftcront  course  of  study 
upon  the  sainc  su!)icct.  Instead  of  reading  any  longer  the 
accounts  of"  oiiiers,  I  turned  to  the  originals  themselves, 
an<l  lost  no  opportunity  ia  my  power  of  perusing  and  consi- 
dering them. 

The  intercourse  of  the  Chinese  with  foreigners  is  lio\vc\  cr  su 
res^ulHted  and  restrained,  and  the  difficulty  of  ol>tnif\inff  cor- 
rect inlormation  so  great,  that  the  torcizoiog  papers  must  not 
be  received  without  reserve,  nor  regarded  otherwise  than  as 
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merely  the  result  of  my  own  researches  and  leflections ;  for 
I  am  sensible  that,  besides  being  defective  in  many  points, 
they  will  be  found  to  differ  a  good  deal  irom  the  accounts  of 
fiMrmer  travellexs;  but  I  am  far  from  saying  that  the  erron 
may  not  be  in  me»  rather  than  in  them.  I  may  have  seen 
neither  so  well  nor  so  much  as  they  did ;  but  whatever  I  did 
see  or  could  learn  from  good  authority,  I  have  made  it  a 
point  most  faithfully  to  represent  and  report.  The  picture 
may  sieem  harsh»  coId»  or  ill-colored ;  but  the  fancy  of  the 
painter  has  intruded  nothing  into  the  piece  that  did  not  ap- 
pear to  him  in  the  original  from  which  he  drew.  He  meant 
neither  to  embellish  nor  disfigurei  but  solely  to  give  as  just  a 
resemblance  as  he  could* 


Tttf  END. 


If cW'Sitcct  Sqwart,  Lonibn. 
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